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The Botanica Story
Last year, to celebrate  
15 wonderful years of Botanica 
World Discoveries, company 
founder and co-owner Judy 
Vanrenen wrote her memoir, 
Beyond the Garden Gate. This 
superbly produced coffee-table 
book contains hundreds of 
beautiful, original images of 
gardens, people, and places 

from all over the world and Botanica guests were delighted 

to receive a copy on their 2015 cruise or tour. 

“What a wonderful, passionate and very personal book you created. It has so much 

emotion and depth. A very rich book in any sense.” – Kristin Lammerting, Garden Owner.

In Beyond the Garden Gate, Judy Vanrenen takes readers on a botanical journey 

through many generations of her family and describes the tourism and business 

career that led her to start Botanica World Discoveries with her business partner, 

Geoff McGeary, the owner of the APT Group.

Judy also describes her passion for caring for our landscapes, her ever-evolving 

western Victoria country garden, Wiltshire, and the amazing people who made 

Botanica the worldwide travel organisation it is today. Her travels have led her  

to some wonderful gardens which she shares with her readers.

Beyond the Garden Gate has proven to be  

a successful publishing venture for Judy, 

with positive reviews in the gardening 

media, and copies being sought after, 

and sold independently at book and 

garden fairs. Judy now has plans to  

write and produce a second instalment, 

which of course will be gifted to Botanica 

guests on their future cruises or tours. 

Watch this space!
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Front cover: Fallen Rhododendron flowers at Bodnant Garden, Wales, photo by Judy Vanrenen

First-time Botanica guests in 

2016 and 2017 will receive  

a complimentary copy  

of Beyond The Garden Gate 

*one per couple
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Welcome to Botanica World Discoveries

If you are a discerning traveller, with a 

curious mind, looking for a unique travel 

experience, then you will enjoy Botanica’s 

wonderful collection of boutique small 

group land journeys and small ship river 

and coastal cruises.

They are uniquely designed for those who 

enjoy getting ‘off the beaten track’, far  

away from overcrowded mainstream tourist 

attractions. Explore beyond the garden gate 

and behind the scenes.

Each itinerary, cruise and land journey  

is different but each brings you the local 

flavour and culture of the area you are 

visiting. Our guests tell us they really 

appreciate the exclusive opportunity to  

visit places not open to the general public. 

They especially enjoy travelling with those 

who share a similar interest, and bringing 

non-gardening partners and friends, who 

always enjoy the destinational sightseeing. 

It provides a chance for everyone to share 

ideas, engage in stimulating conversation 

and make new friends.

We have now introduced exciting new 

compatible themes to our botanical garden 

and gourmet tours and cruises, which 

embrace art, music and history. We have 

some interesting new guest lecturers who 

will give you the chance to learn more 

about the destinations you visit.

As part of the APT group of companies, 

Botanica brings you more than 85 years  

of touring and cruising experience. We are 

delighted to be able to charter and theme 

beautiful small river and coastal ships, 

owned within the group, for our guests.

With offices, suppliers and over 800 staff 

around the world, we have unsurpassed 

expertise in researching, planning and 

operating worldwide travel experiences, 

which means you can travel with 

confidence, knowing that our professional 

team take care of everything for you.

I invite you to join Botanica somewhere  

in the world soon.

Judy Vanrenen  

Founder/Co-Owner  

Botanica World Discoveries

Our Partnerships
We are proud to be the preferred 

garden tour company for Garden 

Clubs of Australia Inc. thereby 

providing benefits to all Garden  

Club members affiliated with their 

association. Diggers Club members 

also enjoy special privileges and 

benefits provided by Botanica. 

We are also proud to be associated 

with the Royal Horticultural Society 

in the United Kingdom.

Contents
6  How We Care For You – Our Guest 

& Environmental Pledge 

7 Botanica Club & Solo Travellers

8 Specials, Savings & Discounts
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11 Cultural Experiences  
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“Many of the photos in this 

brochure I have taken on my 

travels, which means they 

genuinely represent what  

you will see on your holiday  

with Botanica” 

 Judy Vanrenen

Themed Worldwide Experiences
Personalised boutique discoveries for discerning travellers, combining gardens, iconic attractions, art,  
music, history & gourmet themes. Travel beyond the gate and into the world’s finest gardens – public  
& private, natural & created, and enjoy unique cultural experiences designed for curious minds. 

A Winning Botanica Garden 

The Botanica, ‘Winnie the Pooh 

Begins his Journey’ garden won 

Best in Historic section and a 

Gold Medal at the Hampton 

Court Flower Show in 2015.

To book call 1300 305 202 in Australia or 0800 525 300 in NZ 5
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Iconic Sightseeing, Botanical  

& Cultural Experiences 

Botanica’s specialised itineraries combine 

iconic, must-see destinations with the 

opportunity to visit stately homes, castles, 

chateaux and magnificent gardens. On  

some tours, you can even combine your  

land sightseeing with a luxurious cruise. 

Travel with Like-minded People 

Travelling with people who share a 

common interest is a great way to make 

new friends and ensure your comfort as 

part of a group. Share your botanical 

knowledge and experience with guests  

and likewise, learn from others.

Family Members & Non-Gardeners 

Having guests of different ages and with 

different life experiences helps create a 

dynamic and interesting group. We often 

have two generations of a family travelling 

together, such as mothers and daughters, 

on a gardening trip of a lifetime! Likewise, 

couples, or travelling companions with 

different interests, are also welcomed and 

well-catered for. If one of the partners isn’t 

quite as enthusiastic about visiting gardens 

as the other, there are ample opportunities 

to take part in non-garden related sight-

seeing and activities, whilst still sharing  

a unique travelling experience together.

Learn From the Experts  

On most journeys we provide a specialist 

Botanical Guide to enhance your experience, 

providing you with a wealth of information. 

Tour managers and local guides help you 

learn about each destination you visit. On 

cruises you’ll enjoy stimulating lectures from 

guest speakers and lecturers.

Flexibility of Freedom of ChoiceTM  

Touring Options Included 

On some days, we offer you a selection  

of sightseeing activities (all included -  

see page 11) so that you can personalise 

your holiday at no extra cost. Alternatively, 

choose to have some free time. 

Visit Iconic & Private Gardens 

Our tours and cruises provide you  

with an opportunity to see the beautiful  

gardens you have read or heard about  

or visit private gardens not normally  

open to the public.

Travel ‘Off the Beaten Track’ 

You will discover hidden gems you  

never knew existed. We will also take  

you to places that are difficult to find  

on your own, or that are open exclusively 

for Botanica.

Relax Knowing all Gratuities  

are Included in the Price 

With Botanica, you never need to worry 

about tipping, as it is all included in  

the price.

Leisurely Touring Itineraries 

Our itineraries are carefully planned  

to include multiple night stays so that  

you can take your time to explore each 

destination you visit, with minimal  

driving time between each destination.

Make Your Own Itinerary 

Many Botanica holidays can be combined; 

you may just require an extra flight or 

hotel night between the tours. See the 

‘Combine With’ box on itinerary pages  

for information.

Botanica is Part of the APT Group 

With over 85 years experience in the travel 

industry, the APT Group gives you security  

in your travels. Botanica’s founder, Judy 

Vanrenen, has over 30 years tourism and 

business experience and was awarded the 

coveted Centenary Medal by the Australian 

Federal Government in 2003 for her 

voluntary services improving the 

performance of small business. 

Our Business Commitment 

Your bookings and all of Botanica’s 

business is run through the APT Group’s 

sophisticated management, reservation, 

accounting and operating systems for your 

peace of mind. You will be cared for by 

professional staff and management located 

in offices all around the world. Our 

accounts are regularly audited and 

carefully examined by our experienced 

Board of Directors.

 

How We Care For You  
–Our Guest
Why you will enjoy travelling with Botanica World Discoveries.

“I’m not a gardener, but there 

was so much to interest me.”

Peter Fitzgerald, Botanica guest

Botanica’s  
Environmental Pledge

At Botanica we are dedicated to  

caring for our environment and the 

preservation of the plants that we all 

enjoy. As gardeners, we understand  

the benefits of recycling, mulching  

and preserving water, and Botanica’s 

experienced Botanical Guides and 

private garden owners are all keen to 

share this knowledge with you. On  

our tours and cruises, you will also  

learn more about water-wise plants, 

environmentally friendly landscape 

designs, and how the edible garden  

is helping to reduce food miles. 

Botanica’s founder and co-owner,  

Judy Vanrenen, plants thousands  

of trees each year on her Victorian 

property, Wiltshire, to assist in creating 

wildlife corridors, carbon sinks and 

improve soil salinity to preserve  

the environment and enhance the 

landscape for future generations.  

As part of the APT Group, Botanica is 

committed to conservation projects and 

responsible tourism, and is dedicated to 

reducing emissions.



 
The Botanica Club

Once you travel with Botanica you automatically become a member of the Botanica Club. Repeat guests can travel their way up three levels which offer a wide range of benefits and discounts to 

make your Botanica experience even more luxurious and exclusive
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Free Solo Travellers Club

Many Botanica guests travel solo. With 

everyone on tour sharing a common 

interest it’s easy to make friends and 

enjoy travelling with like-minded 

companions. Join our Solo Travellers 

Club and receive special discounts and 

offers. Call 1300 305 202 in Australia, 

0800 525 300 in NZ, or email  

info@botanica.travel to join. 

Solo Traveller Match Up On Tours – 

If you’re travelling alone and advise  

us when booking that you are happy 

to share a room with another traveller 

of the same gender, we will match you 

with another solo traveller and you 

won’t pay a supplement. If we are 

unable to find you a room-mate,  

you’ll be provided with a single room  

of your own at no extra charge. Note,  

if you’ve chosen to share a room, 

compatibility with your room-mate 

cannot be guaranteed. 

On Cruises – 

If you are happy to share a cabin on our 

cruises, we will try to match you with 

another traveller of the same gender 

and you will only pay the twin share 

price. If we cannot find anyone who 

would also like to share, you will need 

to pay the solo traveller price. (This 

includes combined tours and cruises.)

*Conditions Apply: Benefits available on Botanica 
trips of 7 days or more. Gold members choose  
from either complimentary return home-to-airport 
transfers (for households within 40km of selected 
major airports) or $100 credit per person. 
Complimentary accommodation is valid for Platinum 
members only, standard room only, must be booked 
by Botanica and will be the pre or post tour hotel. 
Welcome home vouchers are issued per passenger 
and are valid on bookings made within 6 months 
from return of last tour. Voucher is redeemable on 
Botanica tours of 7 days or more and there is a limit of 
one voucher per person per booking. *Beyond the 
Garden Gate book for first time 2016/17 travellers only.

Silver Member

Become a Silver member when you book 

your first trip of 7 days or more.

•  Receive a Welcome Home voucher valued 

at $100 per person on completion of  

your trip*

•  Receive regular exclusive member 

newsletters and communications

•  Enjoy access to exclusive member-only 

offers and discounts

•  Be invited to special events

•  Receive a free travel kit including a 

backpack, ticket wallet, luggage tag  

and a personalised itinerary plus a copy  

of the Beyond the Garden Gate book*

Gold Member

After you book your second trip of  

7 days or more you will receive all the 

benefits of Silver membership* PLUS  

Choose one of the following:

•  Free return home-to-airport transfers*

•  OR Save an additional $100 per person 

off your booking*

Platinum Member

After you book your third trip of  

7 days or more you will receive all the 

benefits of Silver membership PLUS 

Choose two of the following:

•  Free return home-to-airport transfers*

•  Save an additional $100 per person  

off your booking*

•  A complimentary night’s accommodation 

before or after your trip*

The Botanica Club & 
Solo Travellers Club
Travel with Botanica and be rewarded. 

Once you travel with Botanica you become part of our club.  
It’s easy to make friends when you are travelling with those who  
share similar interests and curious minds.

Repeat guests can travel  

their way up three levels of 

membership. Our club offers  

a wide range of benefits and 

discounts to our 70% return 

travellers every year



For more information visit www.botanica.travel
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Combine Tours  
or Cruises & Save* 

Design your own individual itinerary 
by combining many of our holidays. 
You may just require an additional 

flight or hotel night in between. On 
itinerary pages we have offered some 
combinations that may work for you.

Save $1,000* per couple  
or $500* per person  

when you combine two 
cruises or tours over  

10 days duration each.

Save $500* per couple  
or $250* per person  

when you combine two 
cruises or tours, one of 

which must be more than   
10 days in duration.

Save $200* per couple  
or $100* per person  

when you purchase two 
cruises or tours under  

 10 days duration each.

Specials, Savings  
& Discounts 
Botanica has put together some special offers and discounts for  
you. Choose the one that suits, or is available at the time of  
making your booking, and save. We guarantee that once your  
deposit is paid, the price is guaranteed.

With Botanica, the price  

is guaranteed once your  

deposit is paid

Botanica Peace of Mind

If you choose to pay an up-front fee of 

$75** per person, you can cancel your 

holiday prior to the due date for final 

payment and retain a holding credit with 

Botanica of the deposit paid, less any third 

party cancellation fees. 

The deposit is held by Botanica and can 

then be used towards a new Botanica 

booking without further penalty, provided 

the new booking is made within five years 

of the original cancellation. 

Group Discounts 

If you belong to a Garden Club, Probus 

Club or are just a group of friends travelling 

together, call us to see how we can look 

after your group. Special savings and 

discounts are available. 

Airfare Deals 

Botanica have access to all the latest airfare 

deals including Business Class airfares. 

Enquire for details to book the best  

possible fare. 

Stay in Touch for Exclusive Special Offers 

When you are on our mailing list, we can 

keep you informed of new tours and cruises, 

special discounts and exclusive offers. We 

send out regular newsletters by post and 

monthly emails to keep you informed of  

our latest offers. Please contact Botanica on 

1300 305 202 in Australia, 0800 525 300 

in NZ, or email info@botanica.travel to  

join our mailing list.

Fitness Levels

Our tours and cruises cater to various 

fitness levels. Look for these ratings in the 

itineraries to find a holiday that best suits 

your mobility and fitness level.

Low

These tours involve travel close to home 

and include longer stays in one location. 

Guests need to be able to walk on uneven 

surfaces and stairs, and be able to stand  

for up to one hour. 

Medium 

Involves walking on uneven surfaces for 

more than one hour, multiple two-night 

stays in one location with potential for 

unexpected changes to itineraries. 

High

Pace moves quickly with long days,  

multiple one and two-night stays as well  

as unexpected cultural challenges. A very 

good degree of mobility is required.

Your invitation  
to attend Botanica’s  

15th Birthday Celebration, 
Book Launch  

& Information Session

Join Judy Vanrenen, Founder and Co-Owner  
of Botanica World Discoveries, for a very special  

celebration of Botanica’s 15th birthday and launch  
of Judy’s book, ‘Beyond the Garden Gate’.  

Also hear about the many new tours and cruises  
Botanica will be offering in 2016.

*Available for bookings made before  
31 October 2016 or until sold out.  
Only one discount applies per booking. 
**Conditions apply. See page 64 for details.



 Experienced Guides & Guest Lecturers

Julie Prent – Botanical Guide

Julie Prent has a Diploma 

of Horticultural Science  

from Burnley in Melbourne  

and has been involved  

in horticultural education  

for the last decade. She and her husband 

have a garden design business on the 

beautiful Mornington Peninsula in 

Victoria. Julie has a very caring nature  

and great enthusiasm for plants, which 

makes her wonderful to travel with. 

Anthea Guthrie – Botanical Guide

Anthea Guthrie turned  

her hobby into a career. 

She entered her first show 

garden for the Royal 

Horticultural Society in 

2003, and has since achieved numerous 

accolades, including a gold medal at  

the Chelsea Flower Show and Gold for 

Botanica at Hampton Court Flower  

Show in 2015. Anthea happily shares her 

extensive English horticultural knowledge.

Ross McKinnon – Botanical Guide

Ross McKinnon is the 

former curator in charge 

of the Brisbane Botanic 

Gardens. He has a weekly 

gardening column,  

has hosted various television and radio 

gardening programs, is a patron, Life and 

Honorary Member of 28 horticultural 

organisations and is a retired State 

Chairman and National Board Member 

of Australia’s Open Garden Scheme.

Dr Toby Musgrave – Garden Historian

Dr Toby Musgrave has a 

passion for horticulture 

and garden history, which 

began at a very early age. 

Toby is an authority on 

garden history and design, and shares his 

enthusiasm and knowledge as an author 

of many garden history books and on 

television on Monty Don’s Lost Gardens 

series. Toby lives in Denmark and has a 

love of Mediterranean plants and gardens.

Jane Webster – Gourmet Guide

Jane Webster owns and 

operates The French Table 

in Normandy, France, 

offering unique food  

and wine experiences  

that combine the best regional produce 

from local markets. Author of French Ties  

and At My French Table, as well as her 

superb understanding of food, Jane has 

much to offer as she shows you the true 

soul of the French food scene. 

Teena Crawford – Botanical Guide

Teena Crawford, a third-

generation nurserywoman, 

studied horticulture at 

Burnley in Melbourne. 

She is the long-term 

manager of well-known nursery Smith  

& Gordon, suppliers to the landscaping 

industry throughout Australia. Teena is 

also a gardening journalist and was a 

co-presenter of a radio program & judge 

of flower shows around the world.

Judy Horton – Botanical Guide

Judy Horton is a much-

awarded horticulturist who 

has been a radio garden 

adviser for more than  

25 years.  She gives talks, 

writes gardening articles and books, and 

has been responsible for six updates of the 

best-selling Yates Garden Guide. She is a 

keen gardener and is currently horticultural 

editor for the Garden Clubs of Australia 

magazine Our Gardens.

Judith Dodsworth – Music Guide

Judith Dodsworth is an 

experienced and versatile 

performer of classical 

voice across the genres  

of opera, oratorio and 

chamber music with a particular interest 

in the performance of contemporary 

classical repertoire. Her portfolio also 

includes vocal teaching at secondary  

and tertiary levels and at workshops, 

masterclasses and seminars. 

Rosemary Alexander – Guest Lecturer

Founder of the English 

Gardening School, 

Rosemary Alexander 

 has a vast knowledge  

of garden design and 

teaches masterclasses around the world.  

A regular judge of the Chelsea Flower 

Show, she is an acclaimed author and 

was recently awarded the prestigious 

Veitch Memorial Medal, recognising her 

outstanding contribution to horticulture.

Arno King – Botanical Guide

Arno King is a landscape 

architect and horticulturist 

based in Brisbane, where 

he works on a varied 

range of projects, 

including home gardens, parks and 

streetscapes. He is a regular speaker at 

conferences and teaches horticulture  

and landscape design. Arno’s passion is 

planting design and the innovative use  

of plants in the subtropical climate. 

Peter Webster – Wine Guide

Peter Webster spends  

6 months of the year in 

Melbourne and 6 months 

in France where he and 

his wife, Jane (Webster) 

live in their Chateau in Normandy 

offering food and wine experiences to 

guests. Peter has a superb understanding 

of French wine and will share his 

knowledge on our Bordeaux River Cruise 

in 2017 (see page 26 for further details).

Simon Rickard – Botanical Guide

Simon Rickard is a 

professional gardener and 

one of Botanica’s most 

experienced Botanical 

Guides with an incredible 

knowledge of plants and gardens around 

the world. His botanical experience has 

seen him act as Head Gardener for the 

Diggers Club for six years, as well as 

manage the Garden of St. Erth and Annie 

Smithers’ Kitchen Garden in Kyneton.

Your travel experience with Botanica will be greatly enhanced by the opportunity to learn from our professional and knowledgeable Guides and Guest Lecturers.  
They will provide informative talks on specific topics and themes relevant to the itinerary, as well as be available to answer questions during informal chats. Whether they  

are a specialist on the area you are visiting or in a specific theme, they will bring an extra dimension to your travel experience. Refer to each itinerary for further details. 

Diggers Club Guides

The Diggers Club is 

Australia’s largest garden 

club. They are passionate 

about preserving the best 

traditions and nurture 

two historic gardens, both of which  

we visit on many of our tours.  

Many of their head gardeners 

are especially chosen as our 

Botanical Guides, so you  

can enjoy their expertise. 

Talei Kenyon – Botanical Guide

Talei Kenyon has had  

the opportunity to live  

in parts of Asia and the 

Pacific, enjoying an early 

introduction to exotic 

landscapes and food plants. Through 

Talei’s work with the Diggers Club,  

she has enjoyed leading a number of 

international tours with Botanica, sharing 

her knowledge about plants, garden 

history and the culinary world.

Monty Don – Guest Lecturer

Well-known gardening 

author, journalist and 

presenter, Monty Don 

has gardened on 

television for over 

twenty years, including ‘Around the 

World in 80 Gardens’ and ‘Monty 

Don’s French & Italian Gardens’.  

The author of more than 20 gardening 

publications, he also writes for the 

Daily Mail and Gardener’s World.

To book call 1300 305 202 in Australia or 0800 525 300 in NZ 9
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   Small Group 
Touring
Travel on one of our small group holidays  
for the discerning traveller and discover private  
& public gardens, within a relaxed group of like-
minded travellers. In addition, look out for tours 
and cruises that contain a unique range of cultural 
enhancements, including art, music, history and 
gourmet discoveries.

Unpack & Make Your Suite Your Home 

Cruising is the ultimate relaxation holiday. 

Each morning you’ll wake to a new 

destination to explore, which means you are 

not wasting time travelling from destination 

to destination. Once you check-in, simply 

unpack and relax.

Exceptional Dining Experiences 

Our onboard restaurants serve the finest 

gourmet à la carte menus on the waterways. 

Enjoy local and international cuisine with 

beer, wine and soft drink included with 

lunch and dinner on board.

Cruise to Quaint Villages & Enjoy Scenery 

Away from Highways & Roads 

In many places we dock, you will be right  

in the heart of the town or city. On many 

evenings the boat will stay overnight in a 

town, which will mean that you can explore 

on your own after dinner.

Crew to Take Care of Your Every Need 

So You Can Relax & Enjoy Your Experience 

Our crew are some of the friendliest in the 

business and with a high crew to passenger 

ratio, you will always be well looked after.

Onboard Entertainment & Lectures 

On most ships there will be onboard 

evening entertainment or informative 

lectures for you to enjoy.

For further information about 
cruising on our Boutique River  
and Coastal ships, plus detailed  
deck plans, please turn to page 60.

Small Group & English Speaking Tours 

Our personalised touring is in small groups 

of around 20 to 30 people so guests have 

ample opportunities to chat with private 

garden owners and Botanical Guides. Our 

tours are exclusively English speaking for 

your convenience and enjoyment and most 

offer a Quiet Vox headset system. 

Our Experienced Crew 

Your professional Tour Manager is on hand 

throughout your tour to provide extensive 

commentary on all the sights you will see, 

along with your Botanical Guide.

Comfortable Accommodation  

Botanica carefully selects hotels based on their 

superior comfort (4-5 star or best available) 

and friendly service in special locations. 

Great Meals & Gourmet Experiences 

Our tours boast high quality dining 

experiences with all breakfasts and some 

lunches and dinners included. On some 

evenings we don’t include dinner so you 

can choose your own dining experience.  

On these nights, your Tour Manager or 

Botanical Guide will invite you to join  

them for dinner (at your expense). 

Luxury Coaches 

We use luxury coaches with enough spare 

seats to spread out. All coaches are of the 

highest safety standards and our coach 

drivers are experienced professionals.

Transfers Included 

On the first day of your tour we will meet 

you at the airport and transfer you to join 

the tour, and on the last day we will transfer 

you to the airport (unless otherwise stated 

in the itinerary). 

As part of a Botanica small 

group you will experience 

relaxed sightseeing, stay in 4-5 

star hotels, and enjoy special 

cultural themes

Boutique Small 
Ship Cruising
Botanica’s hand-picked custom-designed river ships  
and small coastal cruising vessels are often the newest 
and most innovative on the waterways – accommodating 
approximately 100 guests, they provide the perfect 
complement to your discovery of the stunning gardens, 
history, culture and iconic sights of each region.

Boutique
Cruising

Small 
Group

Relax aboard your floating hotel 

on a Small Ship (approximately 

100 guests) on an ‘unpack once’ 

river or coastal cruise



 

To book call 1300 305 202 in Australia or 0800 525 300 in NZ 11

Something for Everyone with Special Cultural Experiences  
& Freedom of Choice™ Touring
As well as general and private garden visits, we provide the opportunity to enjoy cultural experiences as you travel with Botanica. World-class music, gourmet food, and discovering the 
history, arts and culture of the places we visit are all part of the Botanica travel experience. Botanica also provides a range of activities and options to choose from, on many days while 
cruising or touring. Some are garden related, others involve general sightseeing. All are included in the price.

Freedom of ChoiceTM Touring

We understand that different travellers 

have different tastes. It’s why in many 

locations we offer you a choice of 

sightseeing options.

When you see Freedom of Choice 

listed in your Botanica itinerary, on that 

day you will be offered a selection of 

included sightseeing activities so that 

you can truly personalise your holiday. 

Freedom of Choice gives you the 

freedom and flexibility to experience  

the things that really interest you and  

is perfect for couples or travelling 

companions who share different interests. 

For example, some of our 2016/17 

options include: 

Belfast, Ireland 

Visit the Titanic Museum  

or choose to 

Explore the Mount Stewart Garden.

Cadillac, France 

Explore the walled City of Cadillac and 

see the water-lily garden that inspired 

the famous artist Claude Monet 

or choose to 

Visit Chateau de La Brede in Sauternes.

Uwajima, Japan 

Learn about the process of pearl 

cultivation at a pearl farm 

or choose to  

See the spectacular Tensha-en Garden.

 

 

Special Cultural Experiences

Just look for the pink text at the start of 

each itinerary to see what type of special 

experiences you can expect on tour.

Private Gardens 

On most tours we visit private gardens, 

usually not open to the general public, and 

meet the wonderful garden owners who 

have become part of the ‘Botanica family’. 

They have been eagerly looking forward to 

your visit and love to share their gardening 

knowledge with you.

Art  

Whether you are a complete novice or 

ardent collector, some tours or cruises 

contain experiences for the art lover. 

Encounter classical masterpieces and 

contemporary works, watch demonstrations 

or hear lectures about the Arts. For 

example be treated to a private viewing  

of the significant private art collections at 

Chatsworth House Estate (pages 16-17).

Music  

Showcasing musical experiences, these 

tours or cruises provide a symphony for  

the ears, with a selection of performances 

in a variety of locations. On our Private 

Art, Gardens & History of Tasmania trip  

in November 2016 experience a musical 

soirée (see page 56).

Gourmet 

Embark on a culinary journey during these 

tours or cruises. Savour the finest produce 

fresh from the garden, enjoy wine tastings 

and take the opportunity to try local 

produce or dine in iconic restaurants.  

You could dine in Rick Stein’s seafood 

restaurant in Padstow (page 19) or enjoy 

a French culinary experience with Gourmet 

Guide Jane Webster on our Bordeaux 

Cruises (pages 26, 28-29).

Cultural Gourmet  

Enjoy an authentic tasting experience  

of the local cuisine in the country or 

region you are visiting. For example on  

our China tours enjoy Dim Sum for lunch 

in the Yu Garden in Shanghai and enjoy  

a special Peking Duck dinner in Beijing 

(pages 40-42).

History  

Most of our tours or cruises visit towns 

and regions that have a special connection 

to the past. Our local guides and guest 

lecturers will provide you with an 

enriching experience of each region’s 

unique history. Marvel at iconic 

architecture, explore World-Heritage-listed 

sites, visit museums and memorials to 

learn more about the history of the region 

you are visiting.

‘You have enriched my life and  

given me so many happy memories’  

– Dr Diana Carroll, Botanica Traveller
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London Gardens & Chelsea Flower Show
4 Days with a Botanical Guide in a small group. Visit some of London’s private gardens  
and explore the famous Chelsea Flower Show, as well as private gardens of West Sussex. 

Private Gardens & History

Day 1. Arrive London. Arrive into  
London and be transferred to your hotel.  
Four Nights: London, St James Court Hotel, 
A Taj Hotel behind Buckingham Palace  
or similar  

Day 2. Private Gardens of London. 
Experience three beautiful private gardens 
in London’s Hampstead area today. Meet 
the owners and enjoy the opportunity to 
compare English planting techniques with 
the Australian method. The afternoon is 
then yours to spend at leisure exploring 
London as you choose. At 6.30pm,  
enjoy a special dinner and lecture from 
Rosemary Alexander, regular judge of the 
Chelsea Flower Show. Rosemary was the first 
woman to be elected a Fellow of the Society 
of Garden Designers. Rosemary’s lecture 

will be on ‘the Chelsea Flower Show 
Gardens’, which will give you a great insight 
into the exhibits you will see at the 
remarkable flower show.  (BLD)

Day 3. Chelsea Flower Show. Enjoy a full 
day to experience the famous Chelsea 
Flower Show. For over 140 years, the show 
has been delighting visitors from all over 
the world with its amazing show gardens 
and floral exhibits. See the latest garden 
designs, learn of recent plant and floral 
releases and take the opportunity to talk to 
some of the exhibitors. This is the ‘mecca’  
of all garden shows, and one that every 

gardening enthusiast should attend at  
least once in their life.  (B)

Day 4. Private Gardens of West Sussex. 
Visit a number of private country gardens in 
West Sussex, including Sandhill Farm House 
Garden, the garden of the Principal of the 
English Garden Design School, Rosemary 
Alexander. Also, visit some of the exclusive 
private gardens belonging to friends of 
Rosemary. Your tour concludes this afternoon 
at London Heathrow airport at approximately 
5.30pm (international flights to depart after 
8.30pm) or the St. James Court Hotel 
London at 6.30pm.  (BL)

2017 Dates & Prices (A$) BTCFS4

24 May 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $3,995 $5,995 

Visit London and West Sussex 
private gardens and see the 

famous Chelsea Flower Show

Small 
Group

Combine With

This tour can be combined with:

  British Isles History and Birdlife 
Cruise (BTBNC11) page 14

   Dordogne & Loire Valley  
(BTLV6) page 31

Enquire for more details.

Included

  Services of a Tour Manager and 
Botanical Guide

  Airport transfers on first and last day, 
tipping and porterage

  6 Meals – 3 Breakfasts (B), 2 Lunches (L) 
and 1 Dinner (D)

Highlights

  Rosemary Alexander’s lecture on the 
Chelsea Flower Show

  A full day at the world famous Chelsea 
Flower Show

  Visit private gardens not normally 
open to the public in London

  See Rosemary Alexander’s own private 
garden Sandhill

     Medium Fitness see page 8

Enter garden gates, castle keeps, 

chateaux grounds, villa courtyards and 

farmhouse doors as we journey into a 

world of discovery. From windswept 

North Atlantic isles to the azure seas  

and white-washed villages of the 

Mediterranean, Botanica will show you 

how generations have adapted to their 

environments and created magnificent 

homes and gardens to enhance them.

UK & 
Europe

Let Botanica take you on a 

gardening journey of a lifetime in 

the countries where the art and 

science of gardening began.

With Botanica, you will travel 

beyond garden gates and meet 

the inspirational gardeners - some 

who continue the traditions 

of centuries, and others who 

innovate and look to the future. 

12
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Chelsea Flower Show, English & Welsh Gardens in Spring
9 Days with a Botanical Guide in a small group. Explore iconic gardens and beautiful English & Welsh countryside in spring. Discover England’s iconic gardens  
and castles as well as the world-famous Chelsea Flower Show, including a special presentation by Rosemary Alexander, a regular judge of the show.

See Great Dixter Manor House 
and stunning Laburnum Walk at  

Bodnant Garden in spring

UK

London

Sissinghurst Garden

Waddesdon Manor

Hatfield House Gardens 
Beth Chatto Garden 

Betws-y-coed

Tunbridge
Wells

Great Dixter

Veddw 
House 

& Garden

Bodnant Garden

Hidcote 
GardenPowis Castle

Coach
No. of nights stay

Oxford

2

1
1

2

2

South 
Gloucestershire

Chelsea Flower Show

For over 100 years, this world-famous 

horticultural flower show has attracted 

visitors from around the world, and now 

it’s your turn to visit. Here, you will have 

the opportunity to see more than 600 

exhibits, amazing garden designs, floral 

displays and new plant varieties as you 

wander the 4.5 hectare site.

Combine With

This tour can be combined with:

   Dordogne & Loire Valley (BTLV6) 
page 31

   �Cotswolds Gardens 
(BTCOT5 – 5 day tour ) page 18

Enquire for more details. 

Private Gardens, History & Gourmet

Day 1. Arrive London. Be met at the airport 

and transferred to your hotel. At 6.30pm 

enjoy dinner and a lecture from Rosemary 

Alexander, a regular judge of the Chelsea 

Flower Show.  

Stay: London, St James Court Hotel,  

A Taj Hotel or similar (D)

Day 2. Chelsea Flower Show & Chartwell 

Garden. Explore the Chelsea Flower Show’s 

gardens, marquee and stalls. Depart London 

to Chartwell – the magnificent home and 

gardens of the late Sir Winston Churchill. 

Two Nights: Tunbridge Wells, Spa Hotel  

or similar  (BD)

Day 3. Sissinghurst & Great Dixter 

Gardens. Visit Sissinghurst to see the 1930s 

White Garden created by Vita Sackville-West 

and her husband. Explore the late Christopher 

Lloyd’s gardening masterpiece at Great 

Dixter and admire the wildflower meadow 

and long border with hot colours.  (B)

Day 4. Abbey House Garden & 

Malmsebury. Explore Malmesbury and visit 

The Abbey House Gardens, nestling beside 

the Avon River. Made famous by the 

television program ‘The Naked Gardeners’, 

its beautifully clipped topiary, secluded 

garden rooms, flowery beds and variety  
of plants make this one of the best private 
gardens in England. Afterwards visit the 
Welsh modern romantic garden of Veddw 
house and garden. 
Stay: South Gloucestershire, Tortworth 
Court Hotel or similar (BD)

Day 5. Powis Castle. This morning visit Roy 
Strong’s garden, The Laskett, before travelling 
to stop at Powis Castle with its spectacular 
terraces, clipped yews and stunning vistas. 
Two Nights: Betws-y-coed, Royal Oak Hotel 
or similar  (BD)

Day 6. Wales, Bodnant Garden, Plas 
Brondanw & Portmeirion. Visit the 
expansive Bodnant Garden, with views across 
Conwy Valley. Marvel at the stunning 
laburnum in full spring bloom. Also, see 
Portmeirion and the Edwardian, Plas 
Brondanw Garden. (B)

Day 7. Hidcote Garden & Walking Tour 
of Oxford. This morning, visit Hidcote, one 
of England’s great arts and crafts gardens and 
explore its colourful and intricately designed 
outdoor ‘rooms’, before continuing to 
Oxford. Later, enjoy a short orientation  
tour of the university city. 
Two Nights: Oxford, Randolph Hotel  

or similar  (B)

Day 8. Waddesdon Manor & Hatfield 

House Gardens. Explore Waddesdon Manor, 

known for its colourful parterre, walks, 

fountains and statuary. Enjoy the West 

Gardens and park at Hatfield House.  (BD)

Day 9. Beth Chatto Garden, Depart 

London. See garden author Beth Chatto’s 

beautiful instructive garden in Essex. Learn 

how Chatto chose plants for their foliage 

and form as much as for their flowers. Your 

tour ends at Heathrow Airport at 4.30pm  

or the St James Court Hotel at 5.30pm.  (B) 

E
U

R
O

P
E

Small 
Group

Included

  Services of a Tour Manager  
& Botanical Guide

  Airport transfers on first & last day, 
tipping & porterage

  13 Meals – 8 Breakfasts (B)  
& 5 Dinners (D)

  Travel in a small group aboard a luxury 
vehicle with room to spread out

  Stay in centrally-located 4-star hotels

 Medium Fitness see page 8

Highlights

  Learn about the history of the UK 
from your local Tour Manager

  Visit world-famous Chelsea Flower Show 

  Enjoy a lecture by Rosemary 
Alexander on the Chelsea Flower Show 

  Visit Winston Churchill’s magnificent 
garden, Chartwell

  Explore the iconic Sissinghurst and 
Great Dixter gardens

  Visit The Naked Gardeners’ Abbey 
House Gardens

  See Beth Chatto’s garden

  Visit Waddesdon Manor and Hatfield 
House gardens & Powis Castle

  Explore Hidcote and Bodnant gardens

  Visit the private gardens of Sir Roy 
Strong and Veddw in Wales

2017 Dates & Prices (A$) BTCW9

25 May 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $6,995 $8,995
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Private Gardens, History, Birdlife 

Day 1. Arrive Edinburgh & Embark Ship. 
On arrival in the Scottish capital, Edinburgh, 
you’ll be met at the airport and transferred 
to the port of Leith. Board the MS Hebridean 
Sky after 4.00pm, your home for the next 
10 nights. After settling in to your suite, 
enjoy a Welcome Dinner this evening. 
Ten Nights: the MS Hebridean Sky (D)

Day 2. Aberdeen & Crathes Castle. 
Cruising along Scotland’s east coast, over 
the waters of the North Sea, today you’ll 
arrive at Aberdeen. Disembark and travel  
by coach through Royal Deeside, the 
picturesque valley of the River Dee. Absorb 
the lovely scenery as you head to Crathes 
Castle, a 16th century castle that’s famous 
for its splendid landscaped grounds and 
gardens. Return to your ship for lunch 
before enjoying an afternoon visit to 
Pitmedden Garden.  (BLD)

Day 3. Inverewe Gardens. Today your ship 
will drop anchor and you’ll enjoy a Zodiac 
ride to one of Scotland’s premier gardens, 
Inverewe. This botanical garden in the 
north-west Highlands, presents an amazing 
collection of exotic trees and shrubs that are 
sheltered by well-positioned windbreaks of 
native pine. After a tour, return by Zodiac  

to your ship and set off during lunch across 
The Minch and past the Isle of Skye.  (BLD)

Day 4. Isle of Mull, Duart Castle, Isle of 
Iona, Freedom of Choice. After breakfast, 
set off to the Isle of Mull where you have 
two touring options. The first option is to 
visit a quaint private garden and the second 
option is Duart Castle, a 13th century 
clifftop castle set in the Millennium Wood 
and home to the MacLean clan. Later cruise 
to the Isle of Iona, a place of tranquility where 
more than 40 Scottish Kings, as well as 
Kings from Ireland, France and Norway  
are buried.  (BLD)

Day 5. Isle of Gigha, Isle of Jura & 
Whisky Distillery. This morning visit the 
beautiful Isle of Gigha. Privately owned by 
its 120 inhabitants, the landscape consists  
of heather-covered hills, deserted sandy 
beaches, clear green seas and just the one 
single-lane road, which meanders between 
quaint cottages and farms. Here, you’ll 
enjoy time to wander the gardens of 
Achamore House. Laid out by Sir James 
Horlick from 1944, this stunning garden 
boasts a wonderful collection of azaleas, 
rhododendrons and exotic plants. Returning 
to your ship for lunch, you’ll then cruise  
to the Isle of Jura, where you’ll enjoy the 

opportunity to visit the 200 year-old single 
malt Scotch whisky distillery. (BLD)

Day 6. Belfast & Mount Stewart,  
Freedom of Choice. This morning enjoy  
a sightseeing tour of Belfast. This afternoon 
you can choose from two options, either  
the Titanic Exhibition or Mount Stewart,  
an 18th century house and garden in 
County Down. Planted in the 1920s by  
Lady Londonderry, the gardens today are 
owned by The National Trust and are of 
significant international importance. Here, 
a series of outdoor ‘rooms’ and vibrant 
parterres contain many rare plants that 
thrive in the mild climate of the Ards 
Peninsula. Enjoy time to explore the 
gardens and the opulent house, which 
boasts a fascinating heritage and contains 
world-famous artefacts and artwork.  (BLD)

Day 7. Portmeirion & Bodnant Garden, 
Freedom of Choice. This morning you’ll 
cruise into Holyhead to spend a full day 
exploring this spectacular part of Wales. 
Visit Portmeirion, an extraordinary 
Mediterranean-style village designed and 
built by Sir Clough Williams-Ellis between 
1925 and 1975. Choose from a tour of  
the village and its gardens or the gardens  

of nearby Plas Brondanw, the family home 
of Williams-Ellis. Afterwards drive through 
the famous Snowdonia region to Bodnant 
Garden, one of the most beautiful gardens 
in the United Kingdom. Spanning some  
80 acres, the garden is set above the River 
Conwy with views to the Snowdonia range. 
Stroll through the Upper Garden, with its 
terraces and informal lawns, then continue 
into the Dell, the wild garden of the  
lower section formed by the valley of  
the River Hiraethlyn.  (BLD)

Day 8. Dublin, Freedom of Choice.  
Your ship will arrive in Dublin Bay this 
morning. From here, you have a choice  
of three activities. First option is to travel  
by coach into the Wicklow Mountains and 
visit the gardens of Powerscourt, with its 
charming walled garden, striking terraces, 
fine statuary, varied trees, carefully designed 
walking paths and more. The second option 
is to travel to Mount Usher, a lovely 
romantic garden on the banks of the  
River Vartry. The third option is to visit 
the private garden of botanical author,  
Helen Dillon. Enjoy a lecture with  
Monty Don and free time in Dublin. (BLD)

British Isles, Castles, Gardens, History & Birdlife Cruise – Scotland,   Ireland, Wales & England
11 Days on an exclusive small ship with a Botanical Guide. History, gardens in spring bloom, castles, birdlife and stunning scenery all combine with personalised small ship cruising  
and the adventure of Zodiac landings, allowing you a unique opportunity to explore the coastline of the British Isles, where larger ships can’t go.

See spring gardens, stunning 
scenery & remote castles on 
this luxury cruise arriving at 

villages & gardens by Zodiacs

Most  
Popular 
Cruise

Small Ship Cruising  
with Botanica

As you uncover the delights of the 

British Isles, you’ll enjoy a truly intimate 

and unique small ship cruising 

experience aboard the MS Hebridean 

Sky. Experience great hospitality from 

the moment you step on board and relax, 

knowing you only have to unpack once 

before unwinding in your spacious 

home-away-from-home. While taking in 

the spectacular coastal scenery of the 

British Isles, you’ll be joined by expert 

onboard lecturers including a dedicated 

ornithologist. Experience the thrill of 

arriving at remote private gardens and 

villages by Zodiac.
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2017 Dates & Prices (A$) BTBNC11

 
28 May 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $13,495 $19,495

Cruise Upgrades
 Prices shown are based on a Forward Standard 

Suite (Amundsen Deck). See page 60 for  

deck plans. 

To upgrade, add per person:

Suite Type Deck Twin Share Solo Trav.

Standard Amundsen $395 $595

Superior Byrd $1,995 $2,995 

  Premium  Mawson $2,495 $3,745 

Corner Mawson $2,995 $4,495  

  Deluxe Balc. Scott $3,795 $5,695

Owner’s Balc. Shackleton $4,395 $8,790

Hebridean Shackleton $5,995 $11,990

 Tour Notes: MS Hebridean Sky formerly   
known as MS Sea Explorer.

British Isles, Castles, Gardens, History & Birdlife Cruise – Scotland,   Ireland, Wales & England
11 Days on an exclusive small ship with a Botanical Guide. History, gardens in spring bloom, castles, birdlife and stunning scenery all combine with personalised small ship cruising  
and the adventure of Zodiac landings, allowing you a unique opportunity to explore the coastline of the British Isles, where larger ships can’t go.

Day 9. Waterford, Freedom of Choice. 
Your ship will arrive in Waterford on Ireland’s 
south eastern coast. From here, you have the 
choice of two full day tours. The first option 
is to travel to Kilkenny, one of Ireland’s most 
historic and attractive cities, and visit Kilkenny 
Castle and the design centre followed by a 
tour of the world-famous Waterford Crystal 
Factory. The second option is to travel to 
Mount Congreve Gardens, a vast and visually 
inspiring woodland garden set on the banks 
of the River Suir and later return to County 
Waterford for a visit to Lismore Castle, which 
features the oldest continually cultivated 
gardens in Ireland.  (BD)

Day 10. Isles of Scilly & Tresco. Today will 
see you cruising amid the beautiful Isles of 
Scilly, an archipelago off Great Britain’s 
south western tip. Disembark on the island 
of Tresco, considered by many to be the 
most attractive of the islands. It is leased by 
the Dorrien-Smith family, who have created 
a wonderful 40 acre sub-tropical garden 
near their Tresco Abbey home. You’ll have 
the opportunity to go for a relaxing stroll 
along the traffic-free lanes and wander 
along one of the lovely white-sand beaches 
where the sea colour has more in common 
with the Aegean than the North Atlantic. 
Back on board for lunch and afternoon tea 
before a special Farewell Dinner.  (BLD)

Day 11. Portsmouth & Arrive London. 
After breakfast this morning, you’ll 
disembark the MS Hebridean Sky in the 
English waterfront city of Portsmouth.  
From here, you’ll be transferred by coach  
to London, arriving at Heathrow Airport  
at around 11.30am or the St James Court 
Hotel which is in Central London at  
around 12 noon.  (B)

Included

  Services of a Cruise Director, Expedition 
Team & Botanical Guide

  Airport transfers on first & last day,  
as well as tipping & port taxes 

  28 Meals – 10 Breakfasts (B),  
8 Lunches (L) & 10 Dinners (D)

  Wine, beer & soft drinks included  
with lunch & dinner on board

  Ten nights on the small ship,  
the MS Hebridean Sky, which holds  
a maximum of 100 guests

  Onboard lectures by the Botanical Guide, 
Historian & Ornithologist

  Freedom of Choice touring on some days 
included in the price

Highlights

  Enjoy onboard lectures about the 
history of the British Isles and learn of 
the castles & gardens you are visiting

  Wander the grounds and landscaped 
gardens of 16th century Crathes Castle

  Visit one of Scotland’s premier gardens, 
Inverewe, in the Scottish Highlands

  Experience the 13th century Duart 
Castle on the Isle of Mull

  Marvel at Bodnant Garden, one of  
the most beautiful gardens in the UK

  Explore the Isle of Iona & the  
Isle of Gigha, plus Tobermory

  Visit Mount Stewart, a famous  
18th century house & garden in 
Northern Ireland

  Cruise around the Isles of Scilly and 
explore the picturesque Tresco Garden

  Visit Plas Brondanw & Portmeirion 

  Try some whisky on the Isle of Jura

  Arrive at some gardens by Zodiac

  Learn about the local birdlife from  
the onboard ornithologist

  Explore Helen Dillon’s private garden

  Explore Belfast and the Titanic museum 
or Mount Stewart

     Medium Fitness see page 8

Birdlife of the British Isles

While taking in the 

spectacular coastal 

scenery of the  

British Isles, you’ll 

be joined by an 

ornithologist,  

who will share their expertise on the many 

species of birds that call the British Isles 

home. This is the season when they are  

at their most prolific.

Boutique
Cruising

Botanical Guide

Anthea Guthrie turned  
her hobby into a career.  
She entered her first  
show garden for the Royal 
Horticultural Society in 
2003, and has since achieved 

numerous accolades, including a gold 
medal at the Chelsea Flower Show and  
Gold for Botanica at Hampton Court Flower 
Show in 2015. Anthea happily shares her 
extensive English horticultural knowledge.
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Visit gardens, inlets & remote islands where larger ships can’t go and arrive at gardens by Zodiacs

15

Combine With

This cruise can be combined with:

    London & Chelsea Flower Show 
(BTCFS4) page 12

   Chelsea Flower Show &  
The Cotswolds (BTCFCOT8) page 18

   Bordeaux, the Dordogne, Loire Valley 
& Chelsea Flower Show (BTBLC17) 
page 24

Enquire for more details.

Guest Lecturer

Gardening writer and 

presenter Monty Don is 

the author of more than 

20 gardening books. He 

is also well-known as the 

presenter of the television programmes  

‘Around the World in 80 Gardens’ and 

‘Monty Don’s French & Italian Gardens’. 

Private  
& 

Exclusive
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Private Gardens, History, Art & Birdlife

Day 1. Depart London to David Austin 

Rose Gardens. Depart London from the 

St James Court Hotel at 9.00am. Visit the 

famous David Austin Rose Garden where 

over 700 different varieties of roses are 

planted in the garden that covers around 

two acres. We continue north to Chatsworth 

in the Peak District, and our beautiful hotel. 

Enjoy a Welcome Dinner this evening.  

Two Nights: Chatsworth, Cavendish Hotel 

or similar (D)

Day 2. Chatsworth House Estate & 

Gardens & Haddon Hall. This morning we 

have a private viewing (before it is open to 

the public) of the magnificent Chatsworth 

House Estate, home to the current Duke 

and Duchess of Devonshire and for many 

years ‘Debo’, one of the famous Mitford 

sisters. Passed down through 16 generations, 

it houses one of the most significant art 

collections in Europe. Explore the 105-acre 

gardens on a guided tour. Continue to 

Haddon Hall for a visit to the Hall and  

tour of the extensive gardens. (BD)

Day 3. Levens Hall & the Lakes District. 

Depart the Peak District to the romantic 

Lakes District where we visit Levens Hall 

Historic Gardens, the set of The Hound of  

the Baskervilles, and the world’s oldest and 

most extensive topiary garden. We then 

travel through to Ambleside to our hotel  

set on Lake Windermere. 

Two Nights: Lake Windermere, Low Wood 

Bay Hotel or similar (BD)

Day 4. Lakes District Houses, Gardens  

& Landscapes. Visit Rydal Mount House, 

home of William Wordsworth, and the place 

he wrote his famous poem ‘Daffodils’. 

Wordsworth was a keen landscaper and  

the 4-acre garden remains very much as he 

designed it. We take a scenic drive through 

Keswick to Dalemain Historic House and 

Garden, a privately owned garden which 

was Historic Houses Association (HHA) 

Garden of the Year in 2013. This afternoon 

choose to visit Holehird Gardens, home of 

Lakeland Horticultural Society, or spend 

free time in Windermere to visit either 

Beatrix Potter’s Hill Top home,  

or perhaps take a relaxing lake cruise. (BD)

Day 5. Alnwick Gardens & Castle, 

Edinburgh & Embark Ship.  

This morning we set off to Alnwick Castle, 

the location for all kinds of film productions 

– including ‘Hogwarts’ in the first two Harry 

Potter films. We will visit Alnwick Gardens, 

an inspiring landscape including a treehouse 

and the Poison Garden, all brought to life 

with water. We then make our way over  

the Scottish border to the beautiful city  

of Edinburgh. This afternoon board the 

MS Hebridean Sky, your home for the next 

10 nights. After settling in to your suite, 

enjoy a Welcome Dinner this evening. 

BTCES5 Guests conclude this afternoon  

at either Edinburgh Airport around 6.15pm 

or our Edinburgh Hotel at 6.45pm. 

Ten Nights: MS Hebridean Sky (BD)

Day 6. Aberdeen & Crathes Castle. 

Cruising along Scotland’s east coast, over 

the waters of the North Sea, today you’ll 

arrive at Aberdeen. Disembark and travel  

by coach through Royal Deeside, the 

picturesque valley of the River Dee. Absorb 

the lovely scenery as you head to Crathes 

Castle, a 16th century castle that’s famous 

for its splendid landscaped grounds and 

gardens. Return to your ship for lunch 

before enjoying an afternoon visit to 

Pitmedden Garden.  (BLD)

Day 7. Inverewe Gardens. Today your ship 

will drop anchor and you’ll enjoy a Zodiac 

ride to one of Scotland’s premier gardens, 

Inverewe. This botanical garden in the 

north-west Highlands, presents an amazing 

collection of exotic trees and shrubs that are 

sheltered by well-positioned windbreaks of 

native pine. After a tour, return by Zodiac  

to your ship and set off during lunch across 

The Minch and past the Isle of Skye.  (BLD)

Day 8. Isle of Mull, Duart Castle & Isle  

of Iona, Freedom of Choice. After 

breakfast, set off to the Isle of Mull where 

you have two touring options. The first is to 

visit a quaint private garden and the second 

is a visit to Duart Castle, the 13th century 

clifftop home of the MacLean clan, set in the 

Millennium Wood. Later cruise to the Isle of 

Iona, a place of tranquility where more than 

40 Scottish Kings, plus Kings from Ireland, 

France and Norway are buried.  (BLD)

Day 9. Isle of Gigha, Isle of Jura & 

Whisky Distillery. This morning visit the 

beautiful Isle of Gigha. Privately owned by 

its 120 inhabitants, the landscape consists 

of heather-covered hills, deserted sandy 

beaches, and just one single-lane road. 

Here, you’ll enjoy time to wander the 

gardens of Achamore House. Laid out by  

Sir James Horlick from 1944, this garden 

boasts a collection of azaleas, rhododendrons 

and exotic plants. Returning to your ship  

for lunch, you’ll then cruise to the Isle of 

Jura, where you’ll visit the 200 year-old 

single malt Scotch whisky distillery. (BLD)

Day 10. Belfast & Mount Stewart, 

Freedom of Choice. This morning enjoy  

a sightseeing tour of Belfast. This afternoon 

you can choose from two options, either  

the Titanic Exhibition or Mount Stewart,  

an 18th century house and garden in 

County Down. Planted in the 1920s by  

Lady Londonderry, the gardens today are 

owned by The National Trust and are of 

significant international importance. Here,  

a series of outdoor ‘rooms’ and vibrant 

parterres contain many rare plants that 

thrive in the mild climate of the Ards 

Peninsula. Enjoy time to explore the 

gardens and the opulent house, which 

boasts a fascinating heritage and contains 

world-famous artefacts and artwork.  (BLD)

Day 11. Portmeirion & Bodnant Garden, 

Freedom of Choice. This morning you’ll 

cruise into Holyhead to spend a full day 

exploring this spectacular part of Wales. 

Visit Portmeirion, an extraordinary 

Mediterranean-style village designed and 

built by Sir Clough Williams-Ellis between 

British Isles Cruise with the Peak & Lakes Districts
15 Days including an exclusive 10 night small ship cruise. Explore some of the most famous estates and beautiful gardens of central England, plus the Peak and Lakes Districts in spring bloom, 
including Chatsworth House, of Mitford sisters’ fame, before boarding your ship only carrying 100 guests, to cruise around the British Isles.

Explore landscapes & private 
gardens in Central England  
& Scotland before cruising  

the British Isles 
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1925 and 1975. Choose from a tour of the 

village and its gardens or the gardens of 

nearby Plas Brondanw, the family home  

of Williams-Ellis. Afterwards drive through 

the famous Snowdonia region to Bodnant 

Garden, one of the most beautiful gardens 

in the United Kingdom. Spanning some  

80 acres, it is set above the River Conwy 

with views to the Snowdonia range. Stroll 

through the Upper Garden, then continue 

into the Dell, the wild garden of the  

lower section formed by the valley of  

the River Hiraethlyn.  (BD)

Day 12. Dublin, Freedom of Choice.  

Your ship will arrive in Dublin Bay this 

morning. From here, you have a choice of 

three activities. First option is to travel by 

coach into the Wicklow Mountains and visit 

the gardens of Powerscourt, with its charming 

walled garden, striking terraces, fine 

statuary, varied trees, carefully designed 

walking paths and more. The second  

option is to travel to Mount Usher, a  

lovely romantic garden on the banks  

of the River Vartry. The third option is to 

visit the private garden of botanical author,  

Helen Dillon then enjoy free time in  

Dublin and a lecture by Monty Don. (BLD)

Day 13. Waterford, Freedom of Choice. 
Your ship will arrive in Waterford on Ireland’s 
south eastern coast. From here, you have the 
choice of two full day tours. The first option 

is to travel to Kilkenny, one of Ireland’s most 
historic and attractive cities, and visit Kilkenny 
Castle and the design centre followed by a 
tour of the world-famous Waterford Crystal 
Factory. The second option is to travel to 
Mount Congreve Gardens, a vast and visually 
inspiring woodland garden set on the banks 
of the River Suir and later return to County 
Waterford for a visit to Lismore Castle, which 
features the oldest continually cultivated 

gardens in Ireland.  (BD)

Day 14. Isles of Scilly & Tresco. Today  

will see you cruising amid the beautiful Isles 

of Scilly, an archipelago off Great Britain’s 

south western tip. Disembark on the island 

of Tresco, considered by many to be the 

most attractive of the islands. It is leased by 

the Dorrien-Smith family, who have created 

a wonderful 40 acre sub-tropical garden 

near their Tresco Abbey home. You’ll have 

the opportunity to go for a relaxing stroll 

along the traffic-free lanes and wander 

along one of the lovely white sand beaches 

where the sea colour has more in common 

with the Aegean than the North Atlantic. 

Back on board for lunch and afternoon  

tea before a special Farewell Dinner.  (BLD)

Day 15. Portsmouth & Arrive London. 

After breakfast this morning, you’ll 

disembark the MS Hebridean Sky in  

the English waterfront city of Portsmouth.  

From here, you’ll be transferred by coach  

to London, arriving at Heathrow Airport  

at around 11.30am or the St James Court 

Hotel which is in Central London at  

around 12 noon.  (B)

Included (15 days)

  Services of a Tour/Cruise Director, 
Ornithologist/Botanical Guide

  Airport transfers on first and last day, 
tipping and port taxes

  35 Meals – 14 Breakfasts (B), 7 Lunches 
(L) and 14 Dinners (D) 

  Wine, beer and soft drinks included with 
lunch and dinner on board the ship

Highlights (15 days)

  Learn about the history of the region

  Visit the world-famous David Austin 
Rose Garden and Haddon Hall

  Stay on Chatsworth House Estate 

  See 100 topiary pieces at Levens Hall

  See Rydal Mount House, former 
home of William Wordsworth 

  Explore beautiful Lakes District gardens

  Visit Alnwick Castle, from Harry Potter 
films, and the Poison Garden

  Enjoy onboard lectures about the 
history and birdlife of the British Isles 

  Wander the grounds and landscaped 
gardens of 16th century Crathes Castle

  Visit one of Scotland’s premier 
gardens, Inverewe, in the Scottish 
Highlands, plus beautiful Bodnant 
and Mt Usher Gardens

  Visit Duart Castle, home of the 
MacLean Clan and Crathe’s Castle

  Arrive at gardens by Zodiac

  Enjoy a lecture by Monty Don

  Visit the Isles of Scilly

  Discover the Titanic museum

  Explore Mount Stewart Garden

     Medium Fitness see page 8

Boutique
Cruising
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Explore hard to get to places around the British Isles in comfort

2017 Dates & Prices (A$) 

15 Day BTBNCL15 tour & cruise  

24 May 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $17,995 $24,695

5 Day BTCES5 (London to Edinburgh tour only)
  

24 May 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $4,995 $5,995

Cruise Upgrades
 Prices shown are based on a Forward Standard 

Suite (Amundsen Deck). See page 60 for deck plans. 

To upgrade, add per person: 

Suite Type Deck     Twin Share  Solo Trav.

Standard Amundsen $395 $595
 Superior Byrd $1,995 $2,995 
Premium  Mawson $2,495 $3,745 
 Corner Mawson $2,995 $4,495  
Deluxe Balc. Scott $3,795 $5,695
Owner’s Balc. Shackleton $4,395 $8,790
Hebridean Shackleton $5,995 $11,990

Tour Notes: MS Hebridean Sky formerly known 
as MS Sea Explorer. To book the 5 day land tour 
without the cruise, please enquire for details.

Combine With

This tour & cruise can be combined with:

  Bordeaux Chateaux & History Cruise 
(BTBD8) page 26

Enquire for more details.

Guest Lecturer

Well-known 

gardening author, 

journalist and 

presenter, Monty 

Don has gardened 

on television  

for over 20 years, 

including ‘Around 

the World in  

80 Gardens’ and 

‘Monty Don’s French & Italian Gardens’. 

The author of more than 20 gardening 

publications, he also writes for the Daily 

Mail and Gardener’s World.

Enjoy the intimate & personalised 
experience that small groups and  

small ship cruising brings.
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Private Gardens & History

Day 1. Depart London, Bath. Depart 

London at 9.00am for the picturesque city 

of Bath. Enjoy time at leisure to explore this 

historic city. This evening get to know your 

fellow guests at a welcome dinner.  

Four Nights: South Gloucestershire, 

Tortworth Court Hotel or similar (D)

Day 2. Broadway, Hidcote, Kiftsgate 

Gardens & Chipping Campden. Explore 

the Cotswold villages of Broadway and 

Chipping Campden, plus the famous 

Lawrence Johnson Garden, Hidcote, with  

its garden rooms, herbaceous borders, long 

allée and kitchen garden. In total contrast  

is a visit to Kiftsgate, a private garden that 

has been developed and loved by three 

generations of women. Of particular 

interest is the reflection pool and the use  

of the borrowed landscape from the  

bottom garden.  (B)

Day 3. Tetbury, Highgrove & Westonbirt. 

Explore the delightful village of Tetbury, 

plus a visit to Highgrove*, the private 

garden of Prince Charles. This organic 

garden has a wonderful wildflower meadow 

and an amazing collection of plants and 

gifts presented to the Prince. There is also 

time to explore the arboretum at Westonbirt, 

with its collection of rhododendrons in 

spring bloom.  (BL)

Day 4. Stow-on-the-Wold, Bibury, 

Barnsley House & Garden. Stroll around 

the charming village of Stow-on-the-Wold, 

revealing antique shops, art galleries, 

delightful cafes and pubs. On our way to 

Barnsley House for lunch, we pass through 

the picturesque village of Bibury, with its 

stone houses and colourful gardens. After 

lunch, enjoy a guided tour of the late 

Rosemary Verey’s garden, which she wrote 

about so often. The colourful Laburnum 

Tunnel under planted with purple alliums  

is a highlight in spring.  (BL)

Day 5. Abbey House Garden,  

Malmsebury & London. Explore 

Malmesbury and visit The Abbey House 

Gardens, nestling beside the Avon River. 

Made famous by the television program 

‘The Naked Gardeners’, its beautifully 

clipped topiary, secluded garden rooms, 

flowery beds and variety of plants make this 

one of the best private gardens in England. 

Return to London. 5 Day BTCOT5 guests 

dropped off at Heathrow airport at 

3.00pm or Central London at 4.00pm.

Three Nights: London, St James Court 

Hotel, A Taj Hotel behind Buckingham 

Palace or similar  (B)

Day 6. Private Gardens of London. Visit 

three beautiful private gardens in London’s 

Hampstead area today. The afternoon is 

then yours to spend at leisure. At 6.30pm, 

enjoy a special dinner and a lecture from 

Rosemary Alexander, regular judge of the 

Chelsea Flower Show, who will give you  

a great insight into the show.  (BLD)

Day 7. Chelsea Flower Show. Enjoy a  

full day to experience the famous Chelsea 

Flower Show. For over 140 years, the show 

has been delighting visitors from all over 

the world with its amazing show gardens 

and floral exhibits. See the latest in design, 

learn of new plant releases and talk to  

some of the exhibitors. This is the ‘mecca’  

of all garden shows, and one that every 

gardening enthusiast should attend at least 

once in their life.  (B)

Day 8. Private Gardens of West Sussex. 

Visit a number of private country gardens in 

West Sussex, including Sandhill Farm House 

Garden, the garden of the Principal of the 

English Garden Design School, Rosemary 
Alexander. Also, visit some private gardens 
belonging to friends of Rosemary. Your tour 
concludes at London Heathrow airport at 
approximately 5.30pm (international flights 
to depart after 8.30pm) or the St. James 
Court Hotel London at 6.30pm.  (BL)

Bath

London

Coach

No. of nights stay

Malmesbury

Barnsley House Gardens

Chipping Campden
Hidcote

Sandhill Farm 
House Garden

4South 
Gloucestershire

3

England

Private Gardens of the Cotswolds & Chelsea Flower Show
8 or 5 Days (Cotswolds only) with a Botanical Guide in a small group. Discover the picturesque stone villages of the Cotswolds and private gardens in spring bloom.  
Also visit some of London’s private gardens and explore the famous Chelsea Flower Show, as well as private gardens of West Sussex. 

See the latest in garden 
design at the Chelsea Flower 
Show plus historical gardens 

in the Cotswolds

Included (8 days)

  Services of a Tour Manager & Botanical Guide

  Airport transfers on first and last day, 
tipping and porterage

  4 nights at the Tortworth Court Hotel in  
the Cotswolds  

  3 nights stay in a centrally-located 4-star 
hotel in London

  13 Meals – 7 Breakfasts (B), 4 Lunches 
(L) and 2 Dinners (D) 

Highlights (8 days)

  Prince Charles’ private Garden 
Highgrove*

  Lunch at Barnsley House and the 
garden of the late Rosemary Verey

  Picturesque Cotswold villages of 
Broadway, Chipping Campden, Bibury, 
Stow-on-the-Wold, Malmesbury, Tetbury

  Discover Hidcote, Kiftsgate & The 
Abbey Gardens

  Rosemary Alexander’s lecture on the 
Chelsea Flower Show

  A full day at the world famous Chelsea 
Flower Show

  Visit private gardens not normally open  
to the public in London

  See Rosemary Alexander’s own private 
garden Sandhill

Medium Fitness see page 8

Small 
Group

2017 Dates & Prices (A$) 

BTCFCOT8 (Cotswolds & Chelsea) 

20 May 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $7,295 $10,445

BTCOT5 (Cotswolds Only)
 

20 May 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $3,995 $5,145

Tour Notes: *Highgrove is subject to confirmation. 

Combine With

This tour can be combined with:

   British Isles History and Birdlife 
Cruise (BTBNC11) page 14

Enquire for more details.
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Private Gardens & History 

Day 1. Arrive London. Arrive into London 

and be transferred from the airport to  

your hotel.  

Four Nights: London, St James Court 

Hotel, A Taj Hotel behind Buckingham 

Palace, or similar  

Day 2. Private Gardens of London. 

Experience three beautiful private gardens 

in London’s Hampstead area today. The 

afternoon is then at leisure exploring London 

as you choose. At 6.30pm, enjoy a special 

dinner and lecture from Rosemary Alexander, 

regular judge of the Chelsea Flower Show. 

Rosemary was the first woman to be elected 

a Fellow of the Society of Garden Designers 

and her lecture will give you a great insight 

into the exhibits you will see. (BLD)

Day 3. Chelsea Flower Show. Enjoy a full 

day to experience the famous Chelsea 

Flower Show. For over 140 years, the show 

has been delighting visitors from all over 

the world with its amazing show gardens 

and floral exhibits. See the latest garden 

designs, learn of recent plant and floral 

releases and take the opportunity to talk to 

some of the exhibitors. This is the ‘mecca’  

of all garden shows, and one that every 

gardening enthusiast should attend  

at least once in their life.  (B)

Day 4. Private Gardens of West Sussex.  

Visit a number of private country gardens in 

West Sussex, including Sandhill Farm House, 

the garden of the Principal of the English 

Garden Design School, Rosemary 

Alexander. Also, visit some private gardens 

belonging to friends of Rosemary.  (BL)

Day 5. Depart London, Stourhead 

Gardens. 5 Day BTCG5 guests will join 

today at St. James Court Hotel, London  

at 8.00am. Travel through the countryside  

to Cornwall. Along the way we will visit the 

garden of Stourhead. When Stourhead first 

opened in the 1740s, a magazine described 

it as ‘a living work of art’. The world-famous 

landscape garden has at its centrepiece a 

magnificent lake reflecting classical temples, 

mystical grottoes and rare and exotic trees. 

Four Nights: 4-star hotel in Falmouth, 

Greenbank Hotel or similar (BD)

Day 6. Tregothnan & Trebah Gardens. 

Visit Tregothnan Gardens, Cornwall’s largest 

private botanical gardens housing rare ‘Red 

Book’ endangered plants and trees, which 

are larger than any remaining in the wild. 

Continue to the sub-tropical paradise of 

Trebah Garden, set against a coastal 

backdrop. Records of the garden date  

back to the Doomsday survey of 1085.  (B)

Day 7. Padstow, Rick Stein Lunch & Port 

Isaac. Depart for the quaint fishing village 

of Port Isaac, where the popular television 

series ‘Doc Martin’ was filmed. Continue to 

Padstow, home to the famous English chef 

and television personality Rick Stein. Enjoy 

a gourmet lunch at the best of Rick’s 

famous seafood restaurants. This afternoon 

travel back to Falmouth.  (BL)

Day 8. The Eden Project & Lost Gardens 

of Heligan. We will visit the unique and 

unforgettable biomes of the Eden Project. 

This top garden and eco attraction, 

renowned for its innovative environmental 

programs, is also home to the world’s 

largest greenhouse. This afternoon we will 

visit the Lost Gardens of Heligan. The seat  

of the Tremayne family for more than  

400 years, Heligan is one of England’s most 

mysterious estates with a fascinating history. 

Today, it’s home to the gloriously restored, 

award-winning and internationally 

acclaimed Lost Gardens of Heligan.  (BD)

Day 9. Depart Cornwall, Hestercombe 

Gardens. Depart Cornwall this morning 

and visit the recently restored Hestercombe, 

one of the gardens of Gertrude Jekyll  

and Sir Edwin Lutyens. Your tour ends at 

approximately 5.00pm at London Heathrow 

Airport or 6.00pm in Central London.  (B)

Private Gardens of the Cotswolds & Chelsea Flower Show
8 or 5 Days (Cotswolds only) with a Botanical Guide in a small group. Discover the picturesque stone villages of the Cotswolds and private gardens in spring bloom.  
Also visit some of London’s private gardens and explore the famous Chelsea Flower Show, as well as private gardens of West Sussex. 

Coach

No. of nights stay

 Port Isaac
Padstow

Falmouth

Hestercombe

Stourhead

Tregothnan

Eden Project
Lost Gardens of Heligan

England

4

Sandhill Farm 
House Garden

London
4

Cornwall

Small 
Group

Explore stunning Cornish 
gardens including the  
Eden Project and the  

Lost Gardens of Heligan

Chelsea Flower Show & Private Gardens of Cornwall
9 or 5 Days (Cornwall only) in a small group, visiting Chelsea Flower show and exploring England’s beautiful gardens in spring bloom with a Botanical Guide.  
Visit the stunning Cornish Coast, enjoy lunch at Rick Stein’s famous seafood restaurant and see ‘Doc Martin’ country.

Highlights (9 days)

  A lecture by Rosemary Alexander on 
the Chelsea Flower Show

  Full day to visit Chelsea Flower Show

  Visit private gardens not normally  
open to the public 

  See Rosemary Alexander’s own private 
garden Sandhill

  Visit Hestercombe, the Lost Gardens of 
Heligan and other gardens of Cornwall

  Dine in Rick Stein’s best restaurant  
in Padstow

  Visit the biomes of the Eden Project

  See ‘Doc Martin’ Country

Tour Note: Upgrade to a Seaview room at 

Greenbank Hotel for an additional cost  

(please enquire).

2017 Dates & Prices (A$) 

BTCFCG9 (Cornwall & Chelsea) 

24 May 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $7,795 $10,645

BTCG5 (Cornwall only) 

28 May 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $3,995 $5,145 

E
U

R
O

P
E

Combine With

This tour can be combined with:

   Dordogne & Loire Valley  
(BTLV6) page 31

Enquire for more details.

Included (9 days)

  Services of Tour Manager & Botanical Guide

  Airport transfers on first and last day, 
tipping & porterage on tour

  4 night stay in centrally-located 4-star 
hotel in London

  4 night stay in Falmouth at a 4-star hotel

  14 meals – 8 Breakfasts (B), 3 Lunches (L)
and 3 Dinners (D)

  Luxury air conditioned coach travel with 
spare seats

     Medium Fitness see page 8
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Private Gardens & History

Day 1. Arrive Milan to the Italian Lakes. 

Starting at 10.00am from the pre-tour  

hotel, this morning enjoy a city sightseeing 

tour of Milan, before continuing to the 

magnificent Italian Lakes District. This 

magical region is graced with natural 

beauty and incredible diversity. Set within 

glorious valleys, explore the serene beauty 

of Italy’s sparkling lakes. Dotted along the 

lakes are seasonal flowers set amongst the 

cypress, chestnut, sycamore and palm trees. 

This evening enjoy a Welcome Dinner. 

Two Nights: Stresa, Regina Palace Hotel  

or similar (D)

Day 2. Isola Bella & Isola Madre Gardens. 

Travel by ferry to Isola Bella, an exquisite 

island situated on the Borromean Gulf 

which is entirely occupied by its palace with 

one of the most celebrated privately owned 

baroque gardens of Italy. The gardens form 

an extraordinary flowered monument laid 

out over a series of ornate and overlapping 

terraces. Discover many rare and exotic 

plants, and spectacular blossom with 

marvellous colours and scents. Afterwards, 

visit Isola Madre, the largest island of the 

Isole Borromee archipelago. Transformed in 

the early 19th century, this English-style 

park is a direct contrast to Isola Bella and  

is often referred to as a botanical garden  

on water. (BD)

Day 3. Villa Carlotta & Villa Melzi 

Gardens. At Villa Carlotta, see a range  

of plants, stairways, ponds and fountains 

that date back to the 17th century. Take  

a ferry to Bellagio, one of the most romantic 

towns of Italy, often referred to as the  

‘jewel of the lake’. This picturesque town  

is located on stunning Lake Como, which 

sits in a romantic position with the 

mountains surrounding the lake with  

the many villas and small towns situated  

on its banks. Explore Villa Melzi Gardens 

with its exotic trees, Egyptian sculptures  

and Roman statues that add to the  

romantic atmosphere of the garden.  

Stay: Como, Metropole Suisse Hotel  

or similar (B)

Day 4. Verona & Giardini Giusti. Today  

we will travel to the quaint city of Verona, 

made famous by Shakespeare’s Romeo  

and Juliet. Here we will visit the beautiful 

garden of Giardini Giusti and have  

free time to explore Verona. 

Stay: 5-star hotel in Verona, Hotel Due 

Torri or similar (BD)

Day 5. Venice Morning at Leisure, 

Slovenian Wildflowers & Bled. This 

morning travel to Venice where the 

morning is yours to explore at your  

leisure. Perhaps stroll through the 

incredible St Mark’s Square, visit the 

gleaming Basilica and view the Campanile 

bell tower. You may also like to visit the 

famous Bridge of Sighs and the Rialto 

Bridge. No visit to Venice is complete 

without a romantic Gondola ride through 

the city’s network of canals. This afternoon 

journey across the border into Slovenia 

where we make our way to the beautiful 

town of Bled set on a stunning turquoise 

coloured lake. Take the opportunity to 

admire the magnificent wildflowers along 

the way. 

Two Nights: 5-star hotel in Bled,  

Grand Hotel Toplice or similar  (BD)

Day 6. Bled. After breakfast, take a 

morning tour of Bled including the castle 

and church set on Bled Island. Afterwards, 

enjoy free time to wander around the 

quaint shops or enjoy the many activities  

on offer around the lake.  (B)

Day 7. Plitvice Lakes & Zadar. Depart 

early and journey through the scenic 

European countryside to Croatia and  

the World Heritage-listed Plitvice Lakes 

National Park. The flowing waters formed 

natural dams, which have emerged into 

stunning lakes and waterfalls. A variety  

of wildlife is abundant, including rare bird 

species. Enjoy time to explore the pathways 

that wind around the lakes. We continue to 

the city of Zadar, where you will board the 

Royal Eleganza, which will be your home  

for the next 7 nights. Enjoy dinner on board 

this evening as the ship moors overnight  

in Zadar.  

Seven Nights: the MS Royal Eleganza (BD)

Day 8. Split. Sit back, relax and enjoy the 

beautiful Mediterranean waters. Arrive in 

Split in the early evening in time for a short 

guided walk through this fascinating city. 

See the 4th century Palace of Diocletian, 

Spring Wildflowers of the Italian Lakes, Slovenia & Croatian Islands  Cruise
14 Days including a 7 night exclusive small ship cruise. Discover the pristine lakes, Romanesque architecture, villas and gardens of the Italian Lakes district, before crossing into Slovenia  
to the beautiful town of Bled. Continue into Croatia to the Plitvice Lakes, then sail along the picturesque Dalmatian Coast to Dubrovnik.

Nature’s garden combined with 
stunning created gardens and 

spectacular coastal cruising

Wildflowers of  
Eastern Europe

The Slovenian mountains are often 

covered with the delicate blossoms of 

wildflowers. Explore the floral richness  

of the region with crocuses the first to 

bloom. Soon after, the meadows in the 

valleys bloom, followed by the higher 

slopes. There are very few places in the 

Alps that are able to boast more diverse 

flora. This is due to the vicinity of the 

Mediterranean Sea, supporting 

thermophilic vegetation on the southern 

slopes of the lower Bohinj Mountains. 

Embark on this journey and witness 

these stunning wildflowers burst to life 

with their vibrant colours.

Most  
Popular 
Tour & 
Cruise
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Croatia

Italy

Slovenia

Dubrovnik

Split
Hvar

Korcula
Kotor

Zadar

Plitvice Lakes 
National Park

Como

 Verona

Stresa

Milan
Venice

Bled

Bosnia &
Herzegovina

Montenegro

1
1

MS Royal 
Eleganza

7

2
2

Coach
Cruise
No. of nights stay

Included

  Services of a Tour/Cruise Director  
& Botanical Guide

  Airport transfers on first and last day,  
port taxes, tipping and porterage

  25 Meals – 13 Breakfasts (B), 4 Lunches 
(L) and 8 Dinners (D)

  7 nights aboard the MS Royal Eleganza, 
that only takes a maximum of 30 guests, 
cruising the Dalmatian Coast

  Stay in centrally located 4-5 star hotels

     Medium Fitness see page 8

Highlights

  Learn about the region’s history from 
the Tour Manager and Cruise Director

  Spend three nights in the beautiful 
lakes district of Italy

  Visit Isola Bella and Isola Madre 

  Explore the gardens of Villa Carlotta 
and Villa Melzi

  Marvel at the Giardini Giusti Garden 

  Discover Romeo and Juliet’s Verona

  Spend time exploring in Venice & Bled

  Uncover the history of the walled city  
of Dubrovnik

  Explore the pristine islands of Croatia

  Visit beautiful Kotor in Montenegro

MS Royal Eleganza  
(Maximum 30 guests) 

The MS Royal Eleganza is a beautifully 

crafted and comfortable small cruise 

ship, designed specifically for the 

Dalmatian Coast. With just 18 spacious 

air-conditioned cabins all with their own 

private ensuite, you will feel a sense of 

intimate comfort and relaxation aboard. 

The vast and elegant interior salon can 

be found on the top deck, providing 

excellent views and the perfect place to 

relax and unwind while dining or simply 

enjoying a drink at the bar. Featuring 

outstanding onboard service by the 

friendly crew members, as well as 

beautifully appointed common areas 

including an upper sun deck offering 

sun lounges and an additional lounge 

area, you will thoroughly enjoy your 

Dalmatian Coast journey.

2017 Dates & Prices (A$) BTILC14 

 30 May 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $10,995 $16,495 

 Cabin Upgrades 

Prices shown are based on a Category C (Lower 

Deck). See page 62 for suite & deck plans.

To upgrade, add per person:

Category Deck Twin Share Solo Trav.

B Main $895 $1,345

A Main/Upper $1,495 $2,990

 Tour Notes: This tour will take a maximum  
of 30 guests.

Spring Wildflowers of the Italian Lakes, Slovenia & Croatian Islands  Cruise
14 Days including a 7 night exclusive small ship cruise. Discover the pristine lakes, Romanesque architecture, villas and gardens of the Italian Lakes district, before crossing into Slovenia  
to the beautiful town of Bled. Continue into Croatia to the Plitvice Lakes, then sail along the picturesque Dalmatian Coast to Dubrovnik.

built by the Emperor for his retirement. Also 

see the Cathedral and take a walk through 

the Old Town. This evening, choose to dine 

in one of the many restaurants on the Riva 

promenade as we moor overnight.  (BL)

Day 9. River Cetina & Hvar. Sail this 

morning to Omis. Here we will board small 

boats for the trip along the valley of the 

emerald green River Cetina. Over centuries, 

the river has cut a magnificent canyon in  

the mountains surrounding it. We arrive  

at Radmanove Mlinice Radman’s Mills.  

Dating from 1722, the mill was used to 

grind cereals for the inhabitants of Omis. 

We return to the ship, and sail to one of  

the picturesque sandy beaches that fringe 

the Dalmatian coast. Continue on to the 

harbour of Hvar, an island renowned for  

its lavender. This evening you are greeted 

by an impressive sight with the town’s 

elegant Renaissance churches and old  

stone buildings forming three sides of  

a picturesque harbour. Enjoy dinner  

on board as we moor overnight.  (BLD)

Day 10. Hvar & Korcula. Enjoy a free 

morning on Hvar exploring the old town, 

starting in the main square which is the 

largest piazza in Dalmatia, the cathedral 

and the palatial quarter of Grad and the 

more humble residential area of Burg. 

Rejoin the Royal Eleganza to cruise to 

Korcula. Said to be the birthplace of  

Marco Polo, Korcula boasts crooked 

medieval streets, and elegant squares which 

are flanked with palaces of the old nobility. 

Tonight dine independently in one of the 

local restaurants.  (BL)

Day 11. Day at Sea Sailing to Dubrovnik. 

Relax as we sail around the islands of the 

Dalmatian Coast, take in the wonderful 

coastal scenery throughout the day.  (BLD)

Day 12. Montenegro. This morning enjoy 

a tour of the city of Kotor including the 

Cathedral of Saint Tryphon in the old town, 

and see the ancient walls which stretch for 

4.5km directly above the city.  (B)

Day 13. Dubrovnik. Today enjoy a guided 

walk through the breathtaking city of 

Dubrovnik. Its many historic and cultural 

treasures have earned it the designation as 

a World Heritage-listed site. See the Rector’s 

Palace, the Romanesque-Gothic Dominican 

and Franciscan Monasteries, and the Sponza 

Palace. Meet later for a Farewell Dinner, 

after which you can enjoy a final evening  

on board with your fellow guests.  (BD)

Day 14. Disembark Ship & Depart 

Dubrovnik. Disembark this morning  

and be transferred to Dubrovnik airport  

for your onward flight.  (B) 

E
U

R
O
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E

Cruise along the beautiful Dalmatian Coast on your luxury small ship that only takes a maximum of 30 guests 

Combine With

This tour can be combined with:

   Peak & Lakes District  

(BTCES5) page 16

   Dordogne, Loire Valley & Chelsea 

Flower Show (BTLVC10) page 24 

   Cotswolds with Chelsea Flower 

Show (BTCFCOT8) page 18

Enquire for more details.

Boutique
Cruising

Small
Group

Exclusive  
& Private 

Cruise
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Private Gardens & History 

Day 1. Arrive London. Be transferred from 

the airport to your central hotel.  

Four Nights: London, St James Court Hotel, 

A Taj Hotel behind Buckingham Palace  

or similar 

Day 2. Private Gardens of London. 

Experience three beautiful private gardens 

in London’s Hampstead area today. Meet 

the owners and enjoy the opportunity to 

compare English planting techniques with 

the Australian method. The afternoon is 

then yours to spend at leisure exploring 

London as you choose. At 6.30pm, enjoy a 

special dinner and lecture from Rosemary 

Alexander, regular judge of the Chelsea 

Flower Show. Rosemary was the first woman 

to be elected a Fellow of the Society of 

Garden Designers. Rosemary’s lecture will 

be on ‘the Chelsea Flower Show Gardens’, 

which will give you a great insight into the 

exhibits you will see at the remarkable 

flower show.  (BLD)

Day 3. Chelsea Flower Show. Enjoy a full 

day to experience the famous Chelsea 

Flower Show. For over 140 years, the show 

has been delighting visitors from all over 

the world with its amazing show gardens 

and floral exhibits. See the latest garden 

designs, learn of recent plant and floral 

releases and take the opportunity to talk to 

some of the exhibitors. This is the ‘mecca’  

of all garden shows, and one that every 

gardening enthusiast should attend at  

least once in their life.  (B)

Day 4. Private Gardens of West Sussex. 

Visit private country gardens in West Sussex, 

including Sandhill Farm House Garden, the 

garden of the Principal of the English Garden 

Design School, Rosemary Alexander. Also, 

visit some exclusive private gardens 

belonging to friends of Rosemary.  (BL)

Day 5. Depart London, Arrive Milan. 

Depart London this morning and fly to 

Milan where the remainder of your day is  

at leisure to explore this fashionable city. 

Two Nights: Milan, Hotel Galles  

or similar  (B)

Day 6. Milan Sightseeing. Today is yours 

to relax in Milan. Perhaps visit one of the 

many museums or galleries or enjoy the 

opportunity to do a spot of shopping.  

You will meet up with your tour group  

the following morning.  (B) 

Day 7. Milan to the Italian Lakes. This 

morning enjoy a city sightseeing tour of 

Milan, before continuing to the magnificent 

Italian Lakes District. This magical region  

is graced with natural beauty and incredible 

diversity. Set within beautiful valleys, 

explore the serene beauty of Italy’s sparkling 

lakes. Dotted along the lakes are seasonal 

flowers set amongst the cypress, chestnut, 

sycamore and palm trees. 

Two Nights: Stresa, Regina Palace Hotel  

or similar  (BD)

Day 8. Isola Bella & Isola Madre Gardens. 

Travel by ferry to Isola Bella, an exquisite 

island situated on the Borromean Gulf 

which is entirely occupied by its palace with 

one of the most celebrated privately owned 

Baroque gardens of Italy. The gardens form 

an extraordinary flowered monument laid 

out over a series of ornate and overlapping 

terraces. Discover many rare and exotic 

plants, and spectacular blossom with 

marvellous colours and scents. Afterwards, 

visit Isola Madre, the largest island of the 

Isole Borromee archipelago. Transformed  

in the early 19th century, this English-style 

park is a direct contrast to Isola Bella and  

is often referred to as a botanical  

garden on water.  (BD)

Day 9. Villa Carlotta & Villa Melzi 

Gardens. At Villa Carlotta, see a range of 

plants, stairways, ponds and fountains that 

date back to the 17th century. Take a ferry 

to Bellagio, one of the most romantic towns 

of Italy, often referred to as the ‘jewel of the 

lake’. This picturesque town is located on 

stunning Lake Como, romantically positioned 

with the mountains surrounding the lake 

with the many villas and small towns 

situated on its banks. Explore Villa Melzi 

Gardens with its exotic trees, Egyptian 

sculptures and Roman statues that add to 

the romantic atmosphere of the garden.  

Stay: Como, Metropole Suisse Hotel  

or similar  (B)

Day 10. Verona &  Giardini Giusti. Today 

we will travel to the quaint city of Verona, 

made famous by Shakespeare’s Romeo and 

Juliet. Here we will visit the beautiful 

garden of Giardini Giusti. Spend the night 

in Verona. 

Stay: 5-star hotel in Verona,  

Hotel Due Torri or similar  (BD)

Day 11. Venice Morning at Leisure, 

Slovenian Wildflowers & Bled. This 

morning travel to Venice where the 

morning is at your leisure to explore. 

Perhaps stroll through the incredible  

St Mark’s Square, visit the gleaming Basilica 

and view the Campanile bell tower. You may 

also like to visit the famous Bridge of Sighs 

and the Rialto Bridge. No visit to Venice is 

complete without a romantic Gondola ride 

through the city’s network of canals. This 

afternoon journey across the border into 

Slovenia where we make our way to the 

beautiful town of Bled set on a stunning 

turquoise coloured lake. Take the 

opportunity to admire the magnificent 

wildflowers along the way. 

Two Nights: 5-star hotel in Bled,  

Grand Hotel Toplice or similar  (BD)

Day 12. Bled. After breakfast, take a 

morning tour of Bled including the castle 

and church set on Bled Island. Afterwards, 

enjoy free time to wander around the 

quaint shops or enjoy the many activities  

on offer around the lake.  (B)

Day 13. Plitvice Lakes & Zadar. Depart 

early and journey through the scenic 

European countryside to Croatia and  

the World Heritage-listed Plitvice Lakes 

National Park. The flowing waters formed 

natural dams, which have emerged into 

stunning lakes and waterfalls. A variety of 

Chelsea Flower Show & Spring Wildflowers of the Italian Lakes,    Slovenia & Croatian Islands Cruise
20 Days including a 7 night exclusive small ship cruise. Visit some of London’s private gardens, explore the famous Chelsea Flower Show, and discover the pristine lakes, Romanesque architecture,  
villas and gardens of the Italians Lakes district, then cross into Slovenia to the town of Bled. Continue into Croatia to the Plitvice Lakes, then sail along the picturesque Dalmatian Coast to Dubrovnik.

Cruise along the beautiful 
Dalmatian Coast on your 

luxury small ship
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London

UK

Croatia

Italy

Slovenia

Dubrovnik

Split
Hvar

Korcula
Kotor

Zadar

Plitvice Lakes 
National Park

Como
Stresa

Milan

Verona
Bled

Bosnia &
Herzegovina

Montenegro

Venice
1

MS Royal 
Eleganza

7

2
1

2

Flight
Coach
Cruise
No. of nights stay

2

4

Included

  Services of a Tour/Cruise Director

  Airport transfers on first and last day, 
port taxes, tipping and porterage

  Economy flight from London to Milan

  35 Meals – 19 Breakfasts (B), 7 Lunches 
(L) and 9 Dinners (D)

  7 nights aboard MS Royal Eleganza (only 
30 guests) cruising the Dalmatian Coast

  Stay in centrally located 4-5 star hotels

Highlights

  Rosemary Alexander’s lecture on the 
Chelsea Flower Show

  A full day at the world famous Chelsea 
Flower Show

  Visit private gardens not normally open 
to the public in London

  See Rosemary Alexander’s own private 
garden Sandhill

  Learn about the region’s history from 
the Tour Manager and Cruise Director

  Spend three nights in the beautiful 
lakes district of Italy

  Visit Isola Bella and Isola Madre 

  Explore the gardens of Villa Carlotta 
and Villa Melzi

  Marvel at the Giardini Giusti Garden 

  Discover Romeo and Juliet’s Verona

  Spend time exploring in Venice

  Uncover the history of the walled city  
of Dubrovnik

  Explore the pristine islands of Croatia

  Visit beautiful Kotor in Montenegro

     Medium Fitness see page 8

2017 Dates & Prices (A$) BTILCCF20

 24 May 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $15,695 $24,495 

 Cabin Upgrades 

Prices shown are based on a Category C (Lower 

Deck). See page 62 for suite & deck plans.

To upgrade, add per person:

Category Deck Twin Share Solo Trav.

B Main $895 $1,345

A Main/Upper $1,495 $2,990

 Tour Notes: This tour will take a maximum of 
30 guests. 

 This is a combination of two tours with two 

independent nights in Milan without  

a Botanical Guide.

Chelsea Flower Show & Spring Wildflowers of the Italian Lakes,    Slovenia & Croatian Islands Cruise
20 Days including a 7 night exclusive small ship cruise. Visit some of London’s private gardens, explore the famous Chelsea Flower Show, and discover the pristine lakes, Romanesque architecture,  
villas and gardens of the Italians Lakes district, then cross into Slovenia to the town of Bled. Continue into Croatia to the Plitvice Lakes, then sail along the picturesque Dalmatian Coast to Dubrovnik.

wildlife is abundant, including rare bird 

species. Enjoy time to explore the pathways 

that wind around the lakes. We continue  

to the city of Zadar, and board the Royal 

Eleganza, your home for the next 7 nights. 

Enjoy dinner on board this evening as the 

ship moors overnight in Zadar.  

Seven Nights: MS Royal Eleganza (BLD)

Day 14. Split. Sit back, relax and enjoy the 

beautiful Mediterranean waters. Arrive in 

Split in the early evening in time for a short 

guided walk through this fascinating city. 

See the 4th century Palace of Diocletian, 

built by the Emperor for his retirement, the 

Cathedral and walk through the Old Town. 

This evening, choose to dine in one of the 

many restaurants on the Riva promenade as 

we moor overnight.  (BL)

Day 15. River Cetina & Hvar. Sail this 

morning to Omis. Here we will board small 

boats for the trip along the valley of the 

emerald green River Cetina. Over centuries, 

the river has cut a magnificent canyon in 

the mountains surrounding it. We arrive at 

Radmanove Mlinice Radman’s Mills. Dating 

from 1722, the mill was used to grind 

cereals for the inhabitants of Omis. We 

return to the ship, and sail to one of the 

picturesque sandy beaches that fringe  

the Dalmatian coast. Continue on to the 

harbour of Hvar, an island renowned for its 

lavender. This evening you are greeted  

by an impressive sight with the town’s 

elegant Renaissance churches and old  

stone buildings forming three sides of a 

picturesque harbour. Enjoy dinner on  

board as we moor overnight.  (BLD)

Day 16. Hvar & Korcula. Enjoy a free 

morning on Hvar exploring the old town, 

starting in the main square which is the 

largest piazza in Dalmatia, the cathedral 

and the palatial quarter of Grad and the 

more humble residential area of Burg. 

Rejoin the Royal Eleganza to cruise to 

Korcula. Said to be the birthplace of  

Marco Polo, Korcula boasts crooked 

medieval streets, and elegant squares  

which are flanked with palaces of the  

old nobility. Tonight dine independently 

in one of the local restaurants.  (BL)

Day 17. Day at Sea Sailing to Dubrovnik. 

Relax as we sail around the islands of the 

Dalmatian Coast, take in the wonderful 

coastal scenery throughout the day.  (BLD)

Day 18. Montenegro. This morning enjoy 

a tour of the city of Kotor including the 

Cathedral of Saint Tryphon in the old town, 

and see the ancient walls which stretch  

for 4.5 km directly above the city.  (B)

Day 19. Dubrovnik. Today enjoy a guided 

walk through the breathtaking city of 

Dubrovnik. Its many historic and cultural 

treasures have earned it the designation  

as a World Heritage-listed site. See the 

Rector’s Palace, the Romanesque-Gothic 

Dominican and Franciscan Monasteries,  

and the Sponza Palace. Meet later for  

a Farewell Dinner, after which you can 

enjoy a final evening on board with  

your fellow guests.  (BD)

Day 20. Disembark Ship & Depart 

Dubrovnik. Disembark this morning  

and be transferred to the airport for  

your onward flight.  (B) 
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Combine With

This tour can be combined with:

   Dordogne & Loire Valley  

(BTLV6) page 31

   Cotswolds Gardens  

(BTCOT5 – 5 day tour) page 18

Enquire for more details.
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Private Gardens, History, Wine & Gourmet

Day 1. Arrive Bordeaux, Embark Ship.  

On arrival, transfer to your river ship, 

docked on the Garonne River. This evening, 

enjoy a Welcome Dinner. 

Seven Nights: an APT Aria River Ship  (D)

Day 2. Cadillac, Sauternes or Water 

Lillies. Freedom of Choice. Enjoy a  

morning sailing through French villages  

and landscapes. From Cadillac travel to  

Le Temple-sur-Lot to see the unique water 

lily garden, where Claude Monet discovered 

his obsession for painting them. Founded  

in 1280, the walled village of Cadillac offers 

a wealth of historic treasures and sights. 

Others may choose to visit Château de La 

Brède in Sauternes for a tour of its English 

Gardens. This castle was once the home of 

the philosopher, Montesquieu. Afterwards, 

head to Château Smith Haut Lafitte for a 

tour which includes a tasting of Sauternes’ 

famous dessert wines.  (BLD)

Day 3. Pauillac. Today, you will enjoy  

a tour of the lovely village town on the  

Left Bank of the Gironde estuary known  

as Pauillac. Situated in the famed Médoc  

AOC (appellation d’origine contrôlée, a 

government controlled designation of 

origin which signifies where grapes are 

grown), Pauillac’s gravelly soils are 

renowned for producing some of the 

world’s finest Bordeaux wines – especially 

those made from the Merlot grape variety. 

You’ll be able to dabble in local blends  

this afternoon at an authentic Médoc  

wine tasting and learn the art of barrel 

manufacture at a family cooperage.  (BLD)

Day 4. Blaye, Cognac & Chateau Gardens, 

Freedom of Choice. Today you can choose 

to spend a full day visiting Chateau gardens 

in the Charente-Maritime region including 

the well known Chateau La Roche Courbon 

also known as ‘Sleeping Beauty’s Castle’ and 

its magnificent French formal gardens that 

pre-date those at Versailles. Alternatively 

step ashore to discover the town of Blaye, 

including a walk along its 17th century 

citadel, and World Heritage-listed fortress 

and tunnels. In the afternoon, perhaps 

journey to Cognac for a tour and a tasting 

at Château de Cognac, a French cognac 

house founded in 1795. Or, sail to the  

town of Bourg and discover the town 

centre, medieval ramparts and harbour  

on a tour.  (BLD)

Day 5. Bergerac, Libourne & Saint-

Émilion, Freedom of Choice. Enjoy a 

relaxing morning cruising then explore the 

picturesque and historic village of Bergerac 

on the northern bank of the Dordogne 

River with a visit to nearby Les Jardins de 

Sardy, one of the best gardens in the 

Dordogne area with its Italian style yet 

English garden feel. Alternatively alight in 

Libourne and travel to World Heritage-listed 

Saint-Émilion. Explore its remarkable 

network of cellars and tunnels that stretch 

for three kilometres under Saint-Émilion. 

The owners, Les Cordeliers, have been using 

these underground passages to make and 

age their exclusive sparkling wines since the 

19th century. After a guided tour, enjoy a 

glass of sparkling wine and a selection of 

Saint-Émilion’s traditional macarons.  (BLD)

Day 6. Libourne, Caviar & Gardens. 

Freedom of Choice. Enjoy a guided tour of 

Libourne, during which you’ll visit a caviar 

estate for a tour and a tasting. Alternatively 

you can spend a full day discovering Les 

Jardins de L’Imaginaire ‘The Gardens of the 

Imagination’ that displays in 13 different 

areas, the myths and legends of the history 

of gardens, also visit another delightful 

French Chateau with its formal style offering 

stunning views over the Vezere river. We sail 

to Bordeaux this evening where we will 

dock and indulge in a spectacular Farewell 

Dinner with your Captain. Later on, take in 

the brightly-lit sights on an illuminations 

cruise of this magical city.   (BLD)

Day 7. Bordeaux, Freedom of Choice.  

You will see the elegant port city of 

Bordeaux on foot. The breathtaking capital 

of the wine world is a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site and, with over 360 historic 

monuments within its borders, it is also 

classified as a “City of Art and History.”  

An optional tour will also be available  

for those that wish to see Bordeaux and the 

Botanical Gardens that have been 

recognised as one of the most progressive 

projects of landscape architecture. Enjoy  

a free afternoon in Bordeaux.        (BLD)

Day 8. Disembark Ship, Jardins de 

Marqueyssac & Eyrignac Gardens in the 

Dordogne Region. 10 Day BTLVC10 

guests will join today at the pre tour 

hotel at 9.00am in Bordeaux. 

Disembark your ship for the final time  

after breakfast and travel to some of the 

Dordogne’s most well-known gardens 

including a visit to the fairytale like Jardins 

de Marqueyssac with its topiary garden  

and some 150,000 boxwood trees pruned 

to resemble the rolling hills. Also visit 

Eyrignac Gardens which is a typical example 

of French formal gardens commanding 

order over nature. Arrive in the picturesque 

town of Sarlat-la-Canéda with its honey 

coloured buildings.  

Two Nights: Sarlat-la-Canéda, Hotel De 

Selves or similar (BD)

Day 9. Sarlat-la-Canéda & La Roque 

Gageac. Enjoy a walking tour of this 

beautiful town before travelling to the 

picture perfect La Roque Gageac situated  

on the north bank of the Dordogne river, 

backed by steep hills and cliffs. Enjoy a 

cruise to appreciate the beauty of this town 

as well as discovering its unique micro 

climate that is able to produce a tropical 

style garden.  (B)

Day 10. Limoges, Loire Valley. This 

morning depart Sarlat and travel north to 

Limoges, renowned for its porcelain. Enjoy  

a sightseeing tour before continuing up to 

the beautiful Loire Valley where we spend 

the next few nights in a French Chateau.  

Three Nights: Loire Valley, Le Choiseul 

Hotel or similar  (BD)

Bordeaux Cruise, Dordogne, Loire Valley & Chelsea Flower Show
10 Days or 17 Days including 7 nights on an exclusive private luxury river ship with a Botanical, Gourmet and Wine Guide. Gardens, chateaux, history and wine of the Bordeaux region. Explore  
quaint villages and gardens in the Loire Valley and the Dordogne region of France before finishing at Chelsea Flower Show and being treated to some of London’s magnificent private gardens.

An in-depth exploration of  
lesser known France

Exclusive  
& Private 

Cruise
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Highlights (17 days)

  Enjoy strolling the grounds & gardens 
of beautiful French Chateaux with your 
Botanical Guide

  Explore Les Jardins de L’Imaginaire with 
13 display gardens   

  Sample French tasting experiences with 
your Gourmet Guide

  Experience the rich history & culture  
of Bordeaux on a walking tour

  Admire the view of the Gironde estuary 
from the 17th century citadel

  Visit the wine making region of 
Libourne and enjoy a tasting in a cave  
in St Emilion

  Explore Bergerac village and enjoy  
a caviar tour and tasting

  Indulge in macaron, Cognac  
& Sauternes tastings

  Explore the Dordogne’s most well 
known medieval town,  Sarlat-la-Canéda

  Visit two of the most iconic gardens in 
the Dordogne, Les Jardins de Marqueyssac 
and the Eyrignac Manor gardens

  Visit the town of Limoges made famous 
for its porcelain

  Enjoy time at the Chaumont Sur Loire 
Garden Festival

2017 Dates & Prices (A$) 

 BTBLC17 (Bordeaux Cruise & Tour)
  

11 May 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $14,995 $21,145 

 BTLVC10 (Loire Valley & Chelsea Flower Show) 

18 May 2017  Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per Person $8,995 $11,745

 Cabin Upgrades 

Prices shown are based on a Category E  

(Piano Deck). See page 63 for suite & deck plans. 

 To upgrade, add per person: 

  Category Deck Twin Share Solo Trav.

D Piano  $495 $745

C Cello  $1,195 $1,795

B  Cello $1,595 $2,395

A Violin $1,995 $2,995

A+ Violin $2,595 $5,195

Owner’s Violin $2,945 $5,895

 Tour Notes: The waterways in the Bordeaux 
region are part of a tidal river system which 
results in changing water levels. Disruptions  
to cruising and itinerary may occur as a result.

Boutique
Cruising
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Meet gardening and gourmet gurus Rosemary Alexander and Jane & Peter Webster on this delightful journey

Small 
Group

Day 11. Villandry, Clos Luce & Chateau 

Chenonceaux. Today visit Villandry, one of 
the most famous gardens of the Loire Valley. 
Afterwards we stop at the museum at Clos 
Lucé, former home of Leonardo da Vinci. 
This afternoon visit what is known as ‘the 
ladies chateau’ for those who have 
influenced the design and destiny of 
Chateau Chenonceaux.  (B)

Day 12. Chaumont Garden Festival & 
Chateau Cheverny. See the superb garden 
displays created by teams of artists, 
landscape architects and designers at 
Chaumont Sur Loire Garden Festival.  
This afternoon, visit Chateau de Cheverny 
with its colourful kitchen garden.  (BD)

Day 13. Jardin de Bois Richeux, Arrive 
Paris. On the way to Paris we visit the 
private garden of Jardin de Bois Richeux 
with its collection of medieval plants.  
Stay: Paris, 4 star hotel (B)

Day 14. Paris to London. Enjoy a free 
morning in Paris before taking the  
Eurostar in business class to London   
and transferring to your hotel.  
Three Nights: London, St James Court 
Hotel, A Taj Hotel behind Buckingham 
Palace or similar  (B)

Day 15. Private Gardens of London. 
Experience three beautiful private gardens 
in London’s Hampstead area today. The 
afternoon is at leisure to explore London  

as you choose. At 6.30pm, enjoy a  
special dinner and lecture from Rosemary  
Alexander, regular judge of the Chelsea 
Flower Show.  (BLD)

Day 16. Chelsea Flower Show. Enjoy a  
full day to experience the famous Chelsea 
Flower Show. For over 140 years, the show 
has been delighting visitors from all over 
the world. See the latest garden designs, 
learn of new plant releases and talk to some 
of the exhibitors. This is the ‘mecca’ of all 
garden shows, and one that every gardening 
enthusiast should attend.  (B)

Day 17. Private Gardens of West Sussex. 
Visit a number of private country gardens in 
West Sussex, including Sandhill Farm House 
Garden, the garden of the Principal of the 
English Garden Design School, Rosemary 
Alexander. Also, visit some exclusive private 
gardens belonging to friends of Rosemary. 
Your tour concludes at London Heathrow 
airport at 5.30pm (international flights to 
depart after 8.30pm) or the St. James Court 
Hotel London at 6.30pm.  (BL)

Combine With

This tour can be combined with:

   Italian & French Gardens in Spring 

(BTIF9) page 30

   Cornwall Gardens (BTCG5) page 19

Enquire for more details.

Jane & Peter Webster  
– Gourmet & Wine Guides

Jane Webster is the author of French Ties and At My 

French Table. Jane has a superb understanding of 

French food and her husband Peter of French wines. 

They will accompany you on your Bordeaux cruise. 
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  Explore Chateau Cheverny and 
Chenonceaux in the Loire Valley

  Visit the gardens of Villandry and  
Jardin de Bois Richeaux

  Rosemary Alexander’s lecture on the 
Chelsea Flower Show

  A full day at the world famous Chelsea 
Flower Show

  Visit private gardens not normally open 
to the public in London

  See Rosemary Alexander’s own private 
garden Sandhill Farm House Garden

Included (17 days)

  Services of a Cruise Director and 
Botanical Guide

  Airport transfers on first and last day,  
as well as tipping and port taxes 

  35 Meals – 16 Breakfasts (B), 8 Lunches 
(L) and 11 Dinners (D) 

  Wine, beer and soft drinks included with 
lunch and dinner on board your cruise

  Seven nights on a luxury APT Aria river 
ship, with a maximum of 120 guests

  Nine nights in centrally located  
4-5 star hotels

     Medium Fitness see page 8

  Freedom of Choice touring most days 
onboard your cruise included in the price

  Eurostar Train from Paris to London  
in Business Class
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Day 1. Arrive Bordeaux, Embark Ship.  

On arrival, transfer to your river ship, 

docked on the Garonne River. This evening, 

enjoy a Welcome Dinner. 

Seven Nights: an APT Aria River Ship  (D)

Day 2. Cadillac, Sauternes or Water 

Lillies, Freedom of Choice. Today, explore 

the walled village of Cadillac, founded in 

1280, then travel to Le Temple-sur-Lot to 

see the water lily garden that inspired 

Claude Monet. Others may choose to 

 visit Château de La Brède with its English 

gardens. Afterwards, head to Château Smith 

Haut Lafitte and taste Sauternes’ world-

famous dessert wines.  (BLD)

Day 3. Pauillac. Today, enjoy a tour of the 

lovely village town of Pauillac. Its gravelly 

soils produce some of the world’s finest 

Bordeaux wines – especially those made 

from the Merlot grape variety. Later, enjoy  

a wine tasting and learn the art of barrel 

manufacture as a family cooperage.  (BLD)

Day 4. Blaye, Cognac & Chateau Gardens, 

Freedom of Choice. Today you can choose 

to spend a full day visiting Chateau gardens 

in the Charente-Maritime region including 

Chateau La Roche Courbon, also known as 

‘Sleeping Beauty’s Castle’ with its gardens 

that pre-date those at Versailles. 

Alternatively discover the town of Blaye, 

with its 17th century citadel, and World 

Heritage-listed fortress and tunnels. Later, 

perhaps enjoy a tour and tasting at Château 

de Cognac, founded in 1795. Or, visit 

Bourg and tour the town centre, medieval 

ramparts and harbour.  (BLD)

Day 5. Bergerac, Libourne & Saint-

Émilion, Freedom of Choice. Enjoy a 

relaxing morning cruising, then explore  

the picturesque village of Bergerac on the 

northern bank of the Dordogne River with  

a visit to nearby Les Jardins de Sardy, one  

of the best gardens in the Dordogne area 

with its Italian style yet English garden feel. 

Alternatively alight in Libourne and travel  

to World Heritage-listed Saint-Émilion. 

Explore its remarkable network of cellars 

and tunnels that the owners, Les Cordeliers, 

have been using to make and age their 

exclusive sparkling wines since the 19th 

century. After a guided tour, enjoy a glass 

of sparkling wine and a selection of  

Saint-Émilion’s traditional macarons.  (BLD)

Day 6. Libourne, Caviar & Gardens, 

Freedom of Choice. Enjoy a guided tour of 

Libourne, during which you’ll visit a caviar 

estate for a tour and a tasting. Alternatively, 

spend a full day discovering Les Jardins de 

L’Imaginaire and another delightful French 

Chateau. We sail to Bordeaux this evening 

and enjoy a Farewell Dinner followed by  

an illuminations cruise of this city.   (BLD)

Day 7. Bordeaux, Freedom of Choice. 

Enjoy a walking tour of Bordeaux. The 

breathtaking capital of the wine world is 

a UNESCO World Heritage Site and is  

also classified as a “City of Art and History.” 

Alternatively, tour Bordeaux and the 

Botanical Gardens, recognised as one of  

the most progressive projects of landscape 

architecture. Afternoon at leisure.    (BLD)

Day 8. Disembark Ship, Depart Bordeaux.

Disembark your ship for the final time after 

breakfast and transfer to the airport for your 

onward flight.   (B)   

Bordeaux Gardens, Chateaux, History & Wine Cruise
8 Days on an exclusive private luxury river ship with a Botanical, Gourmet and Wine Guide. Gardens, chateaux, history and wine of the famous Bordeaux region in France, all combined with 
personalised luxury river ship cruising allow you a unique opportunity to explore this well known region of France in an informative and interesting way with like minded travellers.

Highlights

  Enjoy strolling gardens of beautiful 
chateaux with your Botanical Guide

  Explore Les Jardins de L’Imaginaire 
with 13 display gardens   

  Sample French tasting experiences with 
your Gourmet Guide

  Experience the rich history and culture  
of Bordeaux on a walking tour

  Explore Bergerac village and enjoy a 
caviar tour and tasting

  Admire the view of the Gironde estuary 
from the 17th century citadel

  Visit the wine making region of Libourne 
& enjoy a tasting in a cave in St Emilion

Included

  Services of a Cruise Director, Botanical, 
Gourmet & Wine guide

  Airport transfers on first and last day, 
as well as tipping and port taxes 

  20 Meals – 7 Breakfasts (B), 6 Lunches 
(L) and 7 Dinners (D) 

  Wine, beer and soft drinks included 
with lunch and dinner on board
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Combine With

This tour can be combined with:

   Cotswolds & Chelsea Flower Show 
(BTCFCOT8) page 18 

Enquire for more details. 

2017 Dates & Prices (A$) BTBD8

 11 May 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $6,995 $9,995

Cruise Upgrades
 Prices shown are based on a Category E (Piano 

Deck). See page 63 for suite & deck plans.

 To upgrade, add per person: 

  Category Deck Twin Share Solo Trav.

D Piano  $495 $745

C Cello  $1,195 $1,795

B  Cello $1,595 $2,395

A Violin $1,995 $2,995

A+ Violin $2,595 $5,195

Owner’s Violin $2,945 $5,895

 Tour Notes: The waterways in the Bordeaux 
region are part of a tidal river system which results 
in changing water levels. Disruptions to cruising 
and itinerary may occur as a result.

Combine gardens, vineyards  
and villages in this less travelled 

region of FranceExclusive  
& Private 

Cruise

Boutique
Cruising

Small
Group

Hosted by Botanica’s 
Founder/Co-owner,  
Judy Vanrenen who 

invites you to join her 
on this exclusive cruise

  Seven nights on a luxury APT Aria river 
ship, with a maximum of 120 guests

  Onboard lectures by: Gourmet Guide –

Jane Webster; Wine Guide – Peter 

Webster; Botanical Guide – Talei Kenyon

     Medium Fitness see page 8

Everything included –  
no extra to pay for options
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Bordeaux Gardens, Chateaux, History & Wine Cruise
8 Days on an exclusive private luxury river ship with a Botanical, Gourmet and Wine Guide. Gardens, chateaux, history and wine of the famous Bordeaux region in France, all combined with 
personalised luxury river ship cruising allow you a unique opportunity to explore this well known region of France in an informative and interesting way with like minded travellers.
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Dutch Tulip Time Cruise
8 Days of relaxed cruising aboard a luxury river ship, touring Holland and Belgium in the spring, when the magnificent tulips are in flower.  
This cruise combines with many of Botanica’s European journeys.

Feel the flush of springtime  
in Holland with spectacular  

tulips in full bloom

Included

  Services of a Cruise Director

  Airport transfers on first and last day, 
tipping, port taxes and porterage

  Seven nights aboard a luxury river ship

  Quality local wine with lunch and 
dinner when on board your cruise

  20 Meals – 7 Breakfasts, 6 Lunches  
and 7 Dinners 

     Medium Fitness see page 8

Highlights

  Admire the Keukenhof Gardens and 
tulips in full bloom

  Visit the riverside city of Arnhem and 
tour the Airborne Museum

  Take a tour of Antwerp, home to the 
world’s largest diamond industry

  Enjoy a tour of Ghent and Willemstad

  Travel to Dordecht and visit windmills 
at Kinderdijk

  Tour the city of Utrecht

  Cruise through Amsterdam’s canals

Rhine 
 River
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Amsterdam
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Cruise
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River Ship
7

2017 Dates & Prices (A$) BTEU08

March 23 Twin Share Solo Trav.
   Per person $4,145 $6,045
March 27, 30 Twin Share Solo Trav.
   Per person $4,295 $6,245
April 3, 6 Twin Share Solo Trav.
   Per person $4,445 $6,095
April 10, 13, 17 Twin Share Solo Trav.
   Per person $4,595 $6,745
April 20, 24 Twin Share Solo Trav.
   Per person $4,995 $7,295
April 27 Twin Share Solo Trav.
   Per person $5,145 $7,545

 Cruise Upgrades  
 Prices shown are based on a Category E (Piano 
Deck). See website for Concerto Ship deck plan. 

 To upgrade, add per person: 

  Category     Deck Twin Share Solo Trav.

D Piano  $395 $595
C Cello  $1,295 $1,945
T  Cello $1,995 $2,995
T+ Violin $2,295 $3,445
P Cello $2,595 $3,895
P+ Violin $2,845 $4,295 

  Royal Violin $3,695 $7,390

 Tour Notes: *Please note: This is not an exclusive 
Botanica cruise, so it doesn’t have some of the 
inclusions of the ‘exclusive Botanica sailings’. Botanical 
Guides and guest lecturers are not included. You will 
join other travellers from around the world to enjoy 
tulips at their flowering peak. Disruptions may occur 
due to water levels. Itineraries and inclusions are 
subject to change. 
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Gardens & History 

Day 1. Amsterdam, Embark Ship. Arrive  

in Amsterdam, a modern city with a rich 

and fascinating 700-year-old history. This 

evening, meet your fellow guests on board 

at a Welcome Dinner.  

Seven Nights: aboard a luxurious  

APT river ship  (D)

Day 2. Amsterdam, Volendam, Edam. 

Enjoy a scenic morning cruise through the 

historic harbour and canals of Amsterdam. 

Later, enjoy a panoramic city tour that 

includes a windmill and other iconic 

landmarks. Return to the ship for lunch 

while you cruise the Ijsselmeer towards 

Volendam. Enjoy a late afternoon tour of 

Volendam Harbour and see the fishing fleet 

and fish auction building. Continue by 

motor coach to Edam, a picturesque town 

with a rich historic past. You will have a 

walking tour of the Old Quarter’s beautiful 

houses, canals, bridges and churches.  (BLD)

Day 3. Arnhem, Nijmegen. Arrive in 

beautiful Arnhem early this morning and 

see the Battle of Arnhem Bridge made 

famous by the classic film “A Bridge Too 

Far.” You’ll also visit the Airborne Museum 

and learn more about the Battle of Arnhem. 

Your second choice is a tour of the most 

stunning royal residence in Holland, Het 

Loo Palace, with lavishly furnished rooms 

and meticulously sculpted gardens. After 

your tour, return to the ship for lunch  

and cruise to Nijmegen for some free time. 

Enjoy scenic cruising this evening as you 

sail through the Netherlands en route  

to Belgium.  (BLD)

Day 4. Antwerp. Take a walking tour of 

Antwerp and see Antwerp Castle, Grote 

Market, Brabo Fountain and the city’s 

superb architecture. The afternoon is  

free to explore Antwerp on your own. 

Alternatively, take an optional excursion  

to nearby Brussels, Belgium’s capital  

(own expense).   (BLD)

Day 5. Ghent. Enjoy a guided tour of 

Ghent, which includes such highlights as 

the Belfry Hall, the Koornlei, the Graslei 

and the Castle of the Counts. Cruise to 

Terneuzen this afternoon. Or take an 

optional excursion to Bruges, one of 

Europe’s most perfectly preserved medieval 

cities. Cruise through the Dutch region of 

Zeeland, home to one of the world’s most 

complex engineering projects, the Delta 

Works, which protects the land from 

flooding by the sea.  (BLD)

Day 6. Willemstad, Kinderdijk, 

Schoonhoven. Stop in the charming 

400-year-old town of Willemstad for a 

walking tour and special organ recital at the 

oldest Protestant church in the Netherlands. 

Later, visit World Heritage-listed Kinderdijk, 

a lovely village renowned for having the 

country’s greatest concentration of 

traditional windmills.  (BLD)

Day 7. Amsterdam, Keukenhof, 

Amsterdam. Arrive in Amsterdam and 

admire the spectacular display of millions  

of flowering tulips during your morning 

excursion to the 70-acre Keukenhof 

Gardens. In the afternoon, enjoy an 

excursion to delightful Zaanse Schans,  

a small historic village just outside of 

Amsterdam. The ship moors overnight  

in Amsterdam.   (BLD)

Day 8. Depart Amsterdam. Disembark the 

ship and transfer to the airport for your 

onward flight.      (B)

Boutique
Cruising

Small
Group
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Italian & French Gardens, Art & History in Spring with Bordeaux,  Gardens & Wine Cruise
16 Days, Rome to Bordeaux, including 7 nights on an exclusive private luxury river ship with a Botanical, Gourmet and Wine Guide. Discover the highlights of Italy and France in spring,  
taking in the countryside of Provence, Tuscany, the Côte d’Azur, and the famous Bordeaux region. This unique itinerary allows you an opportunity to explore these well known and contrasting  
regions in an informative and interesting way with like minded travellers.

An in-depth look at Italian  
& French gardens

Private Gardens, History, Art & Gourmet

Day 1. Arrive Rome. On arrival, be met at 

the airport and transferred to your hotel. 

This evening enjoy a welcome dinner at  

the hotel at 7.pm.  

Two Nights: Rome, Hotel Quirinale  

or similar  (D)

Day 2. Rome Sights & Villa d’Este. This 

morning after breakfast, enjoy a sightseeing 

tour of Rome, including the Colosseum. 

Depart this afternoon for Tivoli where we 

visit the exquisite Villa d’Este garden, with 

its impressive fountains, nymphs, grottoes, 

plays of water, and music.  (B)

Day 3. Florence. This morning you can 

choose to visit the Vatican Museum or the 

Vatican Gardens with your Botanical Guide. 

Travel to the gardens at Villa Lante at 

Bagnaia, with its cascades to fountains  

and dripping grottoes. Here, marvel at  

the Quadrato, a perfectly square parterre. 

Its centre basin contains the famous  

“Fontana dei Mori” by Giambologna.  

Arrive this afternoon in the beautiful city of 

Florence, the centre of Italian Renaissance.  

Two Nights: Florence, Baglioni Hotel  

or similar  (BD)

Day 4. Villa Gamberaia,  Giardino 

Torrigiani & Florentine Sights.  

This morning visit Villa Gamberaia, built in 

the early 1600s it is famed for its gardens 

overlooking the Arno Valley and has been 

celebrated by garden designers throughout 

the centuries. Afterwards we visit Europe’s 

largest privately owned green space in an 

historic area, Giardino Torrigiani. Tour  

this magnificent garden and see how the 

privileged Florentines lived. This afternoon 

you can explore the sights of Florence 

including the Duomo or spend time at  

your leisure exploring this great city.  (BD)

Day 5. La Cinque Terre & Nice. Travel to 

La Spezia where we board a train to discover 

the famous fishing villages Vernazza and 

Monte Rosso of La Cinque Terre. Arrive this 

evening to the French riviera town of Nice. 

Two Nights: Nice, Hotel Beau Rivage 

or similar  (BD)

Day 6. Nice, Monaco & the Côte d’Azur. 

This morning travel to Menton and visit  

the Lawrence Johnson created Serre de  

la Madone garden. Very different to his 

creation at Hidcote, this garden is carved 

into a Mediterranean slope and uses plants 

collected around the world. In Monaco  

see the Princess Grace Rose Garden, a place 

of serenity where the scent of 4,000 roses 

hangs in the air. Afterwards we visit Villa 

Ephrussie de Rothschild with its plaza-style 

pink villa and French creole style gardens. 

Later explore the surrounds of Nice 

including Renoir’s house and garden.  (B)

Day 7. Aix-en Provence & Avignon. 

Depart Nice this morning and stop off in 

Aix-en-Provence before visiting La Louve 

garden that featured on Monty Don’s 

‘French Gardens’ series. Later we visit  

Brantes Castle, a contemporary garden with 

a Tuscan influence featuring mirror pools, 

lanes of boxwood, plane tree forest and one 

of the oldest grandiflora magnolias in Europe.  

Stay: Avignon, Grand Hotel or similar  (BD)

Day 8. Avignon Sightseeing & 

Carcassonne. Tour Saint Andre Abbey  

and gardens. Admire ancient walls, pretty 

gardens and narrow streets. This afternoon, 

head west to the fortified medieval city  

of Carcassonne. Take a tour of the city 

within a castle. Wander the cobblestone 

streets, view the many watchtowers and 

boutique shops and discover the 

atmosphere that makes this area of France 

one of the most visited for filmmakers. 

Stay: Carcassonne, Hotel De La Cite,  

or similar (BD)

Day 9. Toulouse & Bordeaux. Today we 

travel to Toulouse to see one of the city’s 

impressive art galleries. Alternatively, 

explore Toulouse at your leisure before 

finishing our journey in the heart of 

France’s wine region, Bordeaux. On arrival, 

transfer to your river ship, docked on the 

Garonne River. This evening, enjoy a 

Welcome Dinner. 

Seven Nights: an APT Aria River Ship  (BD)

Day 10. Cadillac, Sauternes or Water 

Lillies, Freedom of Choice. Cruise through 

French villages and landscapes. From 

Cadillac travel to Le Temple-sur-Lot to see  

a unique water lily garden where Claude 

Monet discovered his obsession with water 

lilies and painting them. Founded in 1280, 

the walled village of Cadillac offers a wealth 

of historic treasures and sights. Others may 

choose to visit Château de La Brède for a 

tour with its English Gardens. This well-

preserved castle was once the home of the 

philosopher, Montesquieu. Afterwards, 

head to Château Smith Haut Lafitte for a 

tour which includes a tasting of Sauternes’ 

world-famous dessert wines.  (BLD)

Day 11. Pauillac. Today, enjoy a tour of the 

lovely village town on the Gironde estuary 

known as Pauillac. Situated in the famed 

Médoc AOC (appellation d’origine 

contrôlée, a government controlled 

designation of origin which signifies where 

grapes are grown), Pauillac’s gravelly soils 

are renowned for producing some of the 

world’s finest Bordeaux wines – especially 

those made from the Merlot grape variety. 

You’ll be able to dabble in local blends this 

afternoon at an authentic Médoc wine 

tasting and learn the art of barrel 

manufacture at a family cooperage.  (BLD)

Day 12. Blaye, Cognac & Chateau 

Gardens, Freedom of Choice. Today you 

can choose to spend a full day visiting 

chateau gardens in the Charente-Maritime 

region including the well known Chateau  

La Roche Courbon also known as ‘Sleeping 

Beauty’s Castle’ and its magnificent formal 

gardens that pre-date those at Versailles. 

Alternatively discover the town of Blaye, 

with a walk along its 17th century citadel, 
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Italian & French Gardens, Art & History in Spring with Bordeaux,  Gardens & Wine Cruise
16 Days, Rome to Bordeaux, including 7 nights on an exclusive private luxury river ship with a Botanical, Gourmet and Wine Guide. Discover the highlights of Italy and France in spring,  
taking in the countryside of Provence, Tuscany, the Côte d’Azur, and the famous Bordeaux region. This unique itinerary allows you an opportunity to explore these well known and contrasting  
regions in an informative and interesting way with like minded travellers.
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Cruise
Coach
No. of nights stay

Cinque Terre

1 

Highlights 

  Learn about the history of Italy and 
France from your Tour Manager

  Tour Villa d’Este and Villa Lante  
Gardens & the Tuscan garden at  
Villa La Gamberaia 

  Explore spectacular and colourful  
La Cinque Terre villages

  Visit Princess Grace Rose Garden, Monaco

  Discover the beautiful French Riviera 
Palazzo, Villa Ephrussie de Rothschild

  Tour Europe’s largest privately owned 
green space, Giardino Torrigiani

  Visit Renoir’s House and Garden

  See the Saint Andre Abbey and Gardens

  Stay inside the magnificent medieval 
fortified city of Carcassonne

  Explore Les Jardins de L’Imaginaire with 
13 display gardens   

  Sample French tasting experiences with 
your Gourmet Guide

  Experience the rich history & culture of 
Bordeaux on a walking tour

  Admire the view of the Gironde estuary 
from the 17th century citadel

Boutique
Cruising

Small
Group

E
U

R
O

P
E

and World Heritage-listed fortress and 

tunnels. In the afternoon, perhaps journey 

to Cognac for a tour and a tasting at 

Château de Cognac, founded in 1795. Or, 

cruise to Bourg and tour the town centre, 

medieval ramparts and harbour.  (BLD)

Day 13. Bergerac, Libourne & Saint-

Émilion, Freedom of Choice. Enjoy a 

relaxing morning cruising then explore  

the picturesque village of Bergerac on the 

Dordogne River with a visit to nearby  

Les Jardins de Sardy, with its Italian style  

yet English garden feel. Alternatively alight 

in Libourne and travel to World Heritage-

listed Saint-Émilion. Explore its remarkable 

network of cellars and tunnels that the 

owners, Les Cordeliers, have been using  

to make and age their exclusive sparkling 

wines since the 19th century. After a tour, 

enjoy a glass of sparkling wine and Saint-

Émilion’s traditional macarons.  (BLD)

Day 14. Libourne, Caviar & Gardens, 

Freedom of Choice. Enjoy a guided tour of 

Libourne, during which you’ll visit a caviar 

estate for a tour and a tasting. Alternatively 

you can spend a full day discovering  

Les Jardins de L’Imaginaire ‘The Gardens  

of the Imagination’ that displays in 13 

different areas the myths and legends of the 

history of gardens and another delightful 

French Chateau with its formal style offering 

stunning views over the Vezere river. We  

sail to Bordeaux this evening where we will 

dock and indulge in a spectacular Farewell 

Dinner with your Captain. Later on, take in 

the brightly-lit sights on an illuminations 

cruise of this magical city.   (BLD)

Day 15. Bordeaux, Freedom of Choice. 

You will explore the elegant port city of 

Bordeaux on foot. The breathtaking capital 

of the wine world is a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site and, with over 360 historic 

monuments within its borders, it is also 

classified as a “City of Art and History.”  

An optional tour will also be available  

for those that wish to see Bordeaux and  

the Botanical Gardens that have been 

recognized as one of the most progressive 

projects of landscape architecture. Enjoy a 

free afternoon in Bordeaux.   (BLD)

Day 16. Disembark Ship, Depart 

Bordeaux. Disembark your ship for the final 

time after breakfast and transfer to the 

airport for your onward flight.  (B)  

2017 Dates & Prices (A$) BTBIF16

 3 May 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $14,995 $19,995

Cruise Upgrades
Prices shown are based on a Category E (Piano

Deck). See page 63 for suite & deck plans.

 To upgrade, add per person: 

  Category Deck Twin Share Solo Trav.

D Piano  $495 $745

C Cello  $1,195 $1,795

B  Cello $1,595 $2,395

A Violin $1,995 $2,995

A+ Violin $2,595 $5,195

Owner’s Violin $2,945 $5,895

 Tour Notes: The waterways in the Bordeaux 
region are part of a tidal river system which results 
in changing water levels. Disruptions to cruising 
and itinerary may occur as a result.

Medium Fitness see page 8

Visit private and iconic gardens on this unique journey with Botanica

See page 9 for further details about our Botanical Guides

Dr Toby Musgrave is a 

worldwide authority on 

garden history and design. 

His speciality is Italian and 

French Gardens and 

Mediterrannean plants.

Garden Historian (Rome to Bordeaux)

  Visit the wine region of Libourne and 
enjoy a tasting in a cave in St Emilion 
Bergerac village and Caviar tour & tasting

  Enjoy caviar, macaron, Cognac  
& Sauternes tastings

Included

  Tour Manager and Botanical Guide

  Airport transfers on first and last day, 
tipping and porterage

  Travel in a comfortable air-conditioned 
coach with plenty of room to spread out

  Stay in good quality 4 star hotels that are 
centrally located

  Seven nights on a APT Aria river ship, 
which holds a maximum of 120 guests

  Wine, beer and soft drinks included with 
lunch and dinner on board your cruise

  34 Meals – 15 Breakfasts (B), 6 Lunches 

(L) and 13 Dinners (D)

Botanical Guide (Cruise only)

Experienced guide Julie 

Prent has a Diploma of 

Horticultural Science, runs  

a garden design business 

and has a great enthusiasm 

for plants.



30 For more information visit www.botanica.travel

Italian & French Gardens & History in Spring
9 Days, Rome to Bordeaux on a small group botanical journey. Discover the highlights of Italy and France in spring, taking in the countryside of Provence, Tuscany, the Côte d’Azur,  
quaint fishing villages, historic medieval architecture and grand European gardens, many seen on Monty Don’s television program, plus private garden visits.

Explore stunning gardens profiled 
by BBC presenter Monty Don

Included

  Services of a Tour Manager and 
Botanical Guide

  Airport transfers on first and last day, 
tipping and porterage

  Travel in an air-conditioned coach with 
plenty of room to spread out

  Stay in good quality 4 star hotels that 
are centrally located

  14 Meals – 8 Breakfasts (B), &  
6 Dinners (D)

Highlights

  Learn about the history of Italy and 
France from your Tour Manager

  Tour Rome, Villa d’Este and Villa  
Lante Gardens

  Discover the Tuscan garden at  
Villa La Gamberaia 

  Explore spectacular and colourful  
La Cinque Terre villages

  Visit Princess Grace Rose Garden  
in Monaco

  Discover the most beautiful French 
Riviera Palazzo, Villa Ephrussie  
de Rothschild

  Tour Europe’s largest privately owned 
green space, Giardino Torrigiani

  Visit Renoir’s House and Garden

  See the Saint Andre Abbey and Gardens 

  Stay inside the magnificent medieval 
fortified city of Carcassonne

  Toulouse art gallery

    Medium Fitness see page 8

2017 Dates & Prices (A$) BTIF9 

 3 May 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $8,995 $11,795 

Gardens, Art & History 

Day 1. Arrive Rome. Be met at the airport 

and transferred to your hotel. This evening 

enjoy a welcome dinner at 7.00pm.  

Two Nights: Rome, Hotel Quirinale  

or similar  (D)

Day 2. Rome Sights & Villa d’Este. This 

morning enjoy a sightseeing tour of Rome, 

including the Colosseum. Depart this 

afternoon for Tivoli and visit the exquisite 

Villa d’Este garden, with its fountains, nymphs, 

grottoes, plays of water, and music.  (B)

Day 3. Florence. This morning choose to 

visit the Vatican Museum or the Vatican 

Gardens with your Botanical Guide. Travel  

to Villa Lante at Bagnaia, with its cascades  

to fountains and dripping grottoes. Here, 

marvel at the Quadrato, a perfectly square 

parterre. Arrive this afternoon in Florence, 

the centre of Italian Renaissance.  

Two Nights: Florence, Baglioni Hotel  

or similar  (BD)

Day 4. Villa Gamberaia, Giardino 

Torrigiani & Florentine Sights. This 

morning visit Villa Gamberaia, built in  

the 1600s and famed for its magnificent 

gardens located in an exceptional position 

overlooking the Arno Valley. The unique 

garden plan and setting in the Tuscan 

landscape have been celebrated by garden 

designers throughout the centuries. Later, 

tour the amazing Giardino Torrigiani and 

see how the privileged Florentines lived. 

This afternoon you can explore the sights  

of Florence including the Duomo or spend 

time at your leisure.  (BD)

Day 5. La Cinque Terre & Nice. Travel to 

La Spezia where we board a train to discover 

the famous fishing villages Vernazza and 

Monte Rosso of La Cinque Terre. Arrive this 

evening in the French Riviera town of Nice. 

Two Nights: Nice, Hotel Beau Rivage 

or similar  (BD)

Day 6. Nice, Monaco & the Côte d’Azur. 

This morning visit the Lawrence Johnson 

created Serre de la Madone garden in 

Menton – very different to his creation at 

Hidcote. Stop in Monaco to see the Princess 

Grace Rose Garden, a place of serenity where 

the scent of some 4,000 roses hangs in  

the air. Afterwards visit Villa Ephrussie de 

Rothschild. This garden offers breathtaking 

views with its plaza-style pink villa and 

French creole style gardens. Later explore 

the surrounds of Nice on a sightseeing tour 

including Renoir’s house and garden.  (B)

Day 7. Aix-en-Provence & Avignon.  

Depart Nice this morning and stop off  

n Aix-en-Provence before visiting La Louve 

garden then Brantes Castle, with its 

magnificent mirror pools, lanes of boxwood, 

plane tree forest and one of the oldest 

grandiflora magnolias in Europe.  

Stay: Avignon, Grand Hotel or similar (BD)

Day 8. Avignon Sightseeing & 

Carcassonne. Tour Saint Andre Abbey  

and gardens. Admire ancient walls, pretty 

gardens and narrow streets. This afternoon, 

head west to the fortified medieval city  

of Carcassonne. Take a tour of the city 

within a castle. Wander the cobblestone 

streets, view the many watchtowers  

and boutique shops and discover the 

atmosphere that makes this area of France 

one of the most visited for filmmakers. 

Stay:  Carcassonne, Hotel De La Cite,  

or similar (BD)

Day 9. Toulouse & Bordeaux. Today  

we visit Toulouse to see one of the city’s 

impressive art galleries or explore Toulouse 

at your leisure before finishing our journey 

in Bordeaux. Arrive at Bordeaux airport at 

approximately 4.15pm and Bordeaux Port  

or Hotel from 4.45pm onwards.   (B) 

Garden Historian

Dr Toby Musgrave is a 

worldwide authority on 

garden history and design. 

He specialises in Italian  

& French gardens as well  

as Mediterranean plants.

Rome

Florence
La SpeziaToulouse

Bordeaux

Nice

Avignon

Tivoli
Italy

France

Monte
Carlo

Aix-en-Provence 

2

22

Coach

No. of nights stay

Carcassonne
1 

Cinque Terre

1 

Boutique
Cruising

Small
Group

See page 9 for further details about our 
Botanical Guides
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Italian & French Gardens & History in Spring
9 Days, Rome to Bordeaux on a small group botanical journey. Discover the highlights of Italy and France in spring, taking in the countryside of Provence, Tuscany, the Côte d’Azur,  
quaint fishing villages, historic medieval architecture and grand European gardens, many seen on Monty Don’s television program, plus private garden visits.
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Dordogne & Loire Valley Gardens & Chateaux
6 Days exploring quaint villages and chateaux gardens in the Loire Valley and the Dordogne region of France in a small group with a Botanical Guide.  
Visit the Chaumont Sur Loire Flower Festival and many beautiful chateaux in the region. 

Bordeaux

Jardins de Marqueyssac

La Roque Gageac

Clos Lucé
Chaumont Sur Loire

Chateau de Cheverny

 Jardin de Bois Richeux

Paris

Villandry

Loire Valley

Limoges

Sarlat-la-Canéda

Coach
No. of nights stay

2

3

France

Gardens & History

Day 1. Arrive Bordeaux, Jardins de 

Marqueyssac & Eyrignac Gardens. Depart 

Bordeaux at 9.00am. Travel to some of the 

Dordogne’s most well known gardens 

including a visit to the fairytale like Jardins 

de Marqueyssac with its topiary garden and 

some 150,000 boxwood trees pruned to 

resemble the rolling hills and Eyrignac 

Gardens which is a typical example of 

French formal gardens commanding order 

over nature. Arrive in the picturesque town 

of  Sarlat-la-Canéda with its honey coloured 

buildings where you will spend the next 

couple of nights. 

Two Nights:  Sarlat-la-Canéda,  

Hotel De Selves, or similar (D)

Day 2.  Sarlat-la-Canéda & La Roque 

Gageac. Enjoy a walking tour of this 

beautiful town and enjoy the flavours on 

offer before travelling to the picture perfect 

La Roque Gageac situated on the north 

bank of the Dordogne river, backed by 

steep hills and cliffs. Enjoy a cruise down 

the river to appreciate the landscape and 

the beauty of this town as well as 

discovering its unique micro climate that is 

able to produce a tropical style garden.  (B)

Day 3. Limoges, Loire Valley. This morning 

depart Sarlat and travel north to Limoges, 

renowned for its porcelain. Enjoy a 

sightseeing tour before continuing up to 

the beautiful Loire Valley where we spend 

the next few nights in a French Chateau. 

Three Nights: Loire Valley, Le Choiseul 

Hotel or similar  (BD)

Day 4. Villandry, Clos Luce & Chateau 

Chenonceaux. Today visit Villandry, one of 

the most famous gardens of the Loire Valley. 

Afterwards we stop at the museum at Clos 

Lucé, former home of Leonardo da Vinci. 

Before returning to your accommodation 

this evening visit what is known as ‘the 

ladies chateau’ for those who have 

influenced the design and destiny of 

Chateau Chenonceaux.  (B)

Day 5. Chaumont Garden Festival & 

Chateau Cheverny. See the superb  

garden displays created by teams of  

artists, landscape architects and designers  

at Chaumont Sur Loire Garden Festival.  

This afternoon, visit Chateau de Cheverny 

with its colourful kitchen garden.  (BD)

Day 6. Jardin de Bois Richeux, Arrive 

Paris. On the way back to Paris we visit the 

private garden of Jardin de Bois Richeux 

with its collection of medieval plants. Finish 

the tour at Paris airport at 3pm, or the Paris 

Hotel at 4pm approximately.  (B)

2017 Dates & Prices (A$) BTLV6 

18 May 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $5,295 $6,145

Combine With

This tour can be combined with:

   London & Chelsea Flower Show 

(BTCFS4) page 12

   Bordeaux, Chateaux & History Cruise 

(BTBD8) page 26

   Chelsea Flower Show, English & 

Welsh Gardens (BTCW9) page 13

   Chelsea Flower Show with Italian 

Lakes & Croatian Cruise (BTILCCF20) 

page 22

Enquire for more details.

  Learn about the history of France from 
your Tour Manager

  Explore the Dordogne’s most well known 
medieval town,  Sarlat-la-Canéda

  Visit two of the most iconic gardens  
in the Dordogne, Les Jardins de 
Marqueyssac and the Eyrignac

    Medium Fitness see page 8

Included 

  Services of a Tour Manager and 
Botanical Guide

  Airport transfers on first and last day, 
tipping and porterage 

   8 Meals – 5 Breakfasts (B) &  
3 Dinners (D)

  Travel in a small group aboard a luxury 
vehicle with room to spread out

  5 nights’ accommodation including 
staying at a beautiful chateau in the 
Loire Valley 
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Explore the gardens of beautiful 
chateaux in the Loire Valley 

Highlights

  Visit the town of Limoges made famous 
for its porcelain

  Enjoy time at the Chaumont Sur Loire 
Garden Festival

  Explore Chateau Cheverny and 
Chenonceaux in the Loire Valley

  Visit the gardens of Villandry and 
Jardin de Bois Richeaux

Boutique
Cruising

Small
Group
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Wildflowers, Private Gardens,  

Ancient Architecture, Art & History 

Day 1. Embark Ship, Athens. Embark the 

small boutique ship, Island Sky at 4pm at 

Piraeus Harbour and sail this evening 

towards the island of Crete. Enjoy a 

Welcome Dinner on board.  

Eleven Nights: aboard MS Island Sky  (D)

Day 2. Heraklion, Crete, Wildflowers.  

Step ashore this morning on the fascinating 

island of Crete and journey to Knossos, the 

ancient capital of the great King Minos. 

Discover the ruins of the palace complex 

then journey through the countryside and 

picturesque villages to Mt. Dikti where we 

hunt for spring flowering plants including 

wild tulips and anemones.  (BLD)

Day 3. Rethmynon, Crete, Freedom of 

Choice. We visit the ancient Fortezza and 

enjoy a scenic drive to Gaios Kambos,  

renowned for endemic plants, and seek  

out the crown anemones, turban buttercups, 

narcissus tazetta, orchids, irises and 

bulbocodium species, before a visit to the 

Monoan Cemetery at Armenoi. After lunch 

on board, you can enjoy a free afternoon to 

explore on your own or choose to take a 

scenic drive to a botanical park with 20 

hectares of fruit trees, herbs, medicinal and 

ornamental plants to explore.  (BLD)

Day 4. Peloponnese, Greece, Freedom of 

Choice. Enjoy a scenic drive through the 

fertile Peloponnese countryside to Agios 

Nilona where there is a riot of springtime 

Euphorbia and wildflowers. At Areopoli,  

we stroll the cobbled lanes that wind 

through the traditional village. Alternatively 

choose to visit the ancient Greek site of 

Sparta where the warrior society ruled in  

the Archaic and Classical periods.  (BLD)

Day 5. Kefalonia. Made famous by the 

filming of  Captain Corelli’s Mandolin this 

Ionian Island has great charm. See the 

capital, Argostoli including the famous 

lighthouse and then drive to the nearby 

Botanical Gardens. We continue to  

Mt Ainos National Park renowned for its 

dense forest of Kefalonian Fir trees and 

endemic flowers including orchids. This 

afternoon you can enjoy a free afternoon  

in Argostoli, soaking up the atmosphere  

of this interesting place.   (BLD)

Day 6. Corfu, Freedom of Choice. A half 

day visit to the historical village of Gastouri 

and the Achilleion Palace, the former 

residence of Empress Elizabeth of Austria 

and later Kaiser Wilhelm II. Explore the 

museum with its royal treasures and enjoy 

the splendour of the landscaped gardens.  

Then return to historic Corfu Town which  

is on the World Heritage List (UNESCO) for 

a tour and some free time before returning 

to the ship for lunch. Alternatively take a 

full day trip taking in Mon Repos, the 

birthplace of Prince Philip, enjoy the scenic 

beauty of Corfu Island including Mouse 

Island and have an authentic Greek lunch at 

Agios Yannis and explore the old town.  (BLD)

Day 7. Lecce, Italy. Often referred to as the 

‘Florence of Southern Italy’ Lecce’s Roman 

heritage is evident in the Amphitheatre 

built to accommodate 20,000 spectators. 

Tour the Santa Croce Basilica and the Piazza 

Duomo. Later, a visit to Palazzo Tamborino-

Cezzi, a privately owned 15th century 

palace has been arranged. This afternoon 

we cruise to Sicily.  (BLD)

Day 8. Catania, Sicily, Private Garden. 

After a relaxing morning at sea, we arrive at 

Catania in Sicily for an exclusive private 

garden visit at the invitation of Princess 

Borghese, who will personally take us 

around her beautiful garden and extend her 

welcome hospitality to us.  (BLD)

Day 9. Syracuse, Sicily, Private Garden. 

Our tour will begin in the Archaeological 

Zone and include the well preserved Greek 

theatre. Paradise Quarry is now a garden 

and orange grove and is famous for the 

curious ‘Dionysus Ear’, a vast grotto with  

an amplifying resonance. After lunch we 

enjoy a private visit to the gardens of  

the Marquess of San Giulliano. See the 

Mediterranean, Arabian and Tropical 

Gardens which owes much to the head 

gardener, Rachel Lamb.  (BLD)

Day 10. Taormina & Stromboli. We visit 

Taormina, a charming walled town in the 

shadow of Mt Etna. Our tour will include 

walking the characteristic alleys before 

visiting the 15th century Palazzo Corvaja 

and the Greek Theatre, from where there 

are marvellous views. This afternoon we sail 

towards Stromboli, one of the world’s most 

active volcanoes in time to see it lit up in 

the evening light.  (BLD)

Day 11. Naples, Ischia & Herculaneum, 

Freedom of Choice. Arrive this morning  

in Naples to the sight of the Norman castle 

that protects the port and the backdrop  

of Vesuvius. Spend the afternoon on the 

island of Ischia to see La Mortella, a garden 

designed by Russell Page for Lord and Lady 

William Walton. Alternatively, visit the 

ancient Roman town of Herculaneum, or 

enjoy free time in Naples.  (BLD)

Day 12. Naples, Ninfa & Rome. 

Disembark this morning. A transfer from 

Naples to Rome is available with a visit to 

the romantic garden of Ninfa, arriving in  

Rome by 5.00pm. Enjoy dinner at the hotel. 

Two Nights: Rome, Hotel Quirinale  

or similar (BD)

Day 13. Rome Sights & Villa d’Este.  

This morning, enjoy a sightseeing tour of 

Rome, including the Colosseum. Depart 

this afternoon for Tivoli to visit the exquisite 

Villa d’Este garden, with its fountains, 

nymphs and grottoes.  (B)

Day 14. Florence. This morning choose  

to visit the Vatican Museum, or visit the 

Vatican Gardens with your Botanical Guide. 

Travel to the gardens at Villa Lante at 

Admire nature’s gardens combined 
with stunning Mediterranean 

gardens set amongst a backdrop  
of ancient architectural wonders

Mediterranean Wildflowers, History, Gardens & Architecture of the   Gods Cruise with Italian & French Gardens in Spring
20 Days including 11 nights on a boutique and intimate small ship ‘MS Island Sky’ (just 100 guests) on a truly unique cruise. A journey discovering wildflowers and history in Crete, Greece,  
Kefalonia, Corfu, Sicily & Italy in early spring; combined with a small group botanical journey between Rome and Bordeaux taking in stunning scenery and formal gardens of Tuscany,  
Provence, The Côte d’Azur and South West France.
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Included

  Services of a Cruise Director and Garden 
Historian, Dr Toby Musgrave

  Airport transfers on first and last day, 
tipping and port taxes 

  46 Meals – 19 Breakfasts (B), 10 Lunches 
(L) and 17 Dinners (D)

  Wine, beer and soft drinks included with 
lunch and dinner on board the ship

  Eleven nights on the boutique small ship, 
the MS Island Sky, with just 100 guests

  8 nights in good quality 4 star hotels 
that are centrally located

  Learn about the Mediterranean  
plants with onboard lectures by the 
Botanical Guide

  Freedom of Choice touring on some 
days at no extra cost

     Medium Fitness see page 8

Highlights

  Learn about the history of the regions 
from local guides

  Enjoy the comfort of small ship cruising 
(only 100 guests) – unpack once

  See historical sights and villages on 
Crete, Peloponnese and Sicily

  Visit the Greek Islands of Crete, 
Kefalonia and Corfu 

  See the Botanical Gardens of Crete 

  Learn about ancient civilizations 

  See the birthplace of Prince Philip

  Explore Paradise Quarry in Syracuse

  Private garden visit to Marquess of  
San Giulliano’s garden

  Private garden visit to Princess 
Borghese garden

  Visit the walled-town of Taormina 

  Explore the Island of Ischia  
and La Mortella garden

  Discover the ruins of Herculaneum

  Have a choice of touring options  
in selected locations

  Tour Rome, Villa d’Este and Villa Lante 

  Discover the Tuscan garden at  
Villa La Gamberaia 

KefaloniaTaormina
Stromboli 

Naples

Rome

Corfu

Lecce

Greece

Italy

Sicily Syracuse

MS Island Sky
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2017 Dates & Prices (A$) BTMEDIF20

22 April 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $21,995 $31,995

Cruise Upgrades
Prices shown are based on a Forward Standard 

suite (Magellan Deck). See page 61 for suite &  

deck plans. 

To upgrade, add per person:

Suite Type Deck Twin Share Solo Trav.

Standard Magellan $395 $595 

Superior Columbus $1,795 $2,695 

Premium Marco Polo $2,795 $4,195 

Corner Marco Polo $3,795 $5,695

Deluxe Balc. Erikson $4,395 $6,595

Owner’s Balc. Explorer $4,995 $9,995 

E
U
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Mediterranean Wildflowers, History, Gardens & Architecture of the   Gods Cruise with Italian & French Gardens in Spring
20 Days including 11 nights on a boutique and intimate small ship ‘MS Island Sky’ (just 100 guests) on a truly unique cruise. A journey discovering wildflowers and history in Crete, Greece,  
Kefalonia, Corfu, Sicily & Italy in early spring; combined with a small group botanical journey between Rome and Bordeaux taking in stunning scenery and formal gardens of Tuscany,  
Provence, The Côte d’Azur and South West France.

Bagnaia, with its cascades to fountains  

and grottoes, before arriving in Florence.  

Two Nights: Florence, Baglioni Hotel  

or similar  (BD)

Day 15. Villa Gamberaia,  Giardino 

Torrigiani & Florentine Sights.  

Visit Villa Gamberaia, constructed in the 

early 1600s it is famed for its magnificent 

gardens overlooking the Arno Valley. 

Afterwards we visit Europe’s largest privately 

owned green space in an historic area, 

Giardino Torrigiani. This afternoon explore 

Florence including the Duomo or spend 

time at leisure.  (BD)

Day 16. La Cinque Terre & Nice. Travel to 

La Spezia where we board a train to discover 

the famous fishing villages Vernazza and 

Monte Rosso of La Cinque Terre. Arrive this 

evening to Nice. 

Two Nights: Nice, Hotel Beau Rivage 

or similar  (BD)

Day 17. Nice, Monaco & the Côte d’Azur. 

This morning travel to Menton and visit  

the Lawrence Johnson created Serre de  

la Madone garden. Very different to his 

creation at Hidcote. Stop off in Monaco to 

see the Princess Grace Rose Garden, planted 

with 4,000 roses. Afterwards, visit Villa 

Ephrussie de Rothschild. Later explore the 

surrounds of Nice on a sightseeing tour 

including Renoir’s house and garden.  (B)

Day 18. Aix-en-Provence & Avignon. 

Depart Nice this morning and stop off in 

Aix-en-Provence before visiting La Louve 

garden that featured on Monty Don’s 

‘French Gardens’ series. Afterwards we  

tour Brantes Castle, with one of the  

oldest grandiflora magnolias in Europe.  

Stay: Avignon, Grand Hotel or similar (BD)

Day 19. Avignon Sightseeing & 

Carcassonne. Tour Saint Andre Abbey  

and gardens. Admire ancient walls, pretty 

gardens and narrow streets. This afternoon, 

head west to the fortified medieval city  

of Carcassonne. Take a tour of the city 

within a castle. Wander the cobblestone 

streets, view the many watchtowers  

and boutique shops and discover the 

atmosphere that makes this area of France 

one of the most visited for filmmakers. 

Stay: Carcassonne, Hotel De La Cite,  

or similar (BD)

Day 20. Toulouse & Bordeaux. Today  

we visit Toulouse to see one of the city’s 

impressive art galleries or enjoy time at 

leisure before finishing our journey in the 

heart of France’s wine region, Bordeaux.

Arrive at Bordeaux airport at approximately 

4.15pm and Bordeaux Port/Hotel from 

4.45pm onwards.   (B)

  Explore La Cinque Terre villages

  Discover the beautiful French Riviera 
Palazzo, Villa Ephrussie de Rothschild

  Stay inside the magnificent medieval 
fortified city of Carcassonne

  Learn about the plants and gardens from 
your Botanical Guide, Dr Toby Musgrave

Garden Historian 

Dr Toby Musgrave is a 

worldwide authority on 

garden history and design.*

See page 9 for further details 
about our Botanical Guides.

Combine With

This tour can be combined with:

  Bordeaux Cruise, Dordogne, Loire 
Valley & Chelsea Flower Show  
(BTBLC17) pages 24-25 

Enquire for more details. 

Boutique
Cruising

Small
Group
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Wildflowers, Private Gardens, History  

& Ancient Architecture

Day 1. Embark Ship Athens, Greece. 

Embark the small boutique ship, MS Island 

Sky at 4pm at Piraeus Harbour and sail this 

evening towards the island of Crete. Enjoy  

a Welcome Dinner on board.   

Eleven Nights: aboard MS Island Sky   (D)

Day 2. Heraklion, Crete, Wildflowers. 

Step ashore this morning on the fascinating 

island of Crete and journey to Knossos, the 

ancient capital of the great King Minos.  

Discover the fantastic ruins of the ancient 

palace complex and then journey through 

the charming countryside of Crete and 

picturesque villages to one of the three 

great mountain ranges, Mt. Dikti where we 

hunt for spring flowering plants including 

wild tulips and anemones. (BLD)

Day 3. Rethmynon, Crete, Freedom of 

Choice. We visit the ancient Fortezza and 

enjoy a scenic drive to Gaios Kambos which 

is renowned for endemic Cretan plants and 

again we seek out the crown anemones, 

turban buttercups, narcissus tazetta, 

orchids, irises and bulbocodium species, 

before a visit to the Monoan Cemetery at 

Armenoi. After lunch on board, you can 

enjoy a free afternoon to explore on your 

own or choose to take a scenic drive to a 

botanical park with 20 hectares of fruit 

trees, herbs, medicinal and ornamental 

plants to explore.   (BLD)

Day 4. Peloponnese, Greece, Freedom of 

Choice. Enjoy a scenic drive through  

the beautiful and fertile Peloponnese 

countryside to Agios Nilona where there  

is a riot of springtime Euphorbia and 

wildflowers. At Areopoli, one of the most 

attractive traditional villages in Greece, we 

stroll the cobbled lanes that wind through 

the village. Alternatively, choose to visit  

the ancient Greek site of Sparta where the 

warrior society ruled in the Archaic and 

Classical periods.   (BLD)

Day 5. Kefalonia. Made famous by the 

filming of Captain Corelli’s Mandolin this 

Ionian Island has great charm. See the 

capital, Argostoli including the famous 

lighthouse, then drive to the Botanical 

Gardens. We continue to Mt Ainos National 

Park renowned for its dense forest of 

Kefalonian Fir trees and endemic flowers 

including orchids. This afternoon enjoy a 

free afternoon in Argostoli, soaking up the 

atmosphere of this interesting place.   (BLD)

Day 6. Corfu, Freedom of Choice. A half 

day visit to the historical village of Gastouri 

and the Achilleion Palace, the former 

residence of Empress Elizabeth of Austria 

and later Kaiser Wilhelm II. Explore the 

museum filled with royal treasures and 

enjoy the splendour of the landscaped 

gardens. Then return to historic Corfu  

Town which is on the World Heritage List 

(UNESCO) for a guided tour and some free 

time before returning to the ship for lunch. 

Alternatively, take a full day trip taking in 

Mon Repos, the birthplace of Prince Philip, 

enjoy the scenic beauty of Corfu Island 

including Mouse Island and have an 

authentic Greek lunch at Agios Yannis  

and explore the charms of the old town  

of Corfu.    (BLD)

Day 7. Lecce, Italy. Often referred to  

as the ‘Florence of Southern Italy’  

Lecce’s Roman heritage is evident in the 

Amphitheatre built to accommodate 20,000 

spectators. Our tour will include the Santa 

Croce Basilica and the Piazza Duomo. Later, 

a visit to Palazzo Tamborino-Cezzi, a 

privately owned 15th century palace has 

been arranged. This afternoon we cruise  

to Sicily.  (BLD)

Day 8. Catania, Sicily, Private Garden. 

After a relaxing morning at sea, we arrive  

at Catania in Sicily for an exclusive private 

garden visit at the invitation of Princess 

Borghese, who will personally take us 

around her beautiful garden and extend her 

welcome hospitality to us.   (BLD)

Day 9. Syracuse, Sicily, Private Garden. 

Our tour will begin in the Archaeological 

Zone and include the well preserved Greek 

theatre. Paradise Quarry is now a garden 

and orange grove and is famous for the 

curious ‘Dionysus Ear’, a vast grotto with  

an amplifying resonance. After lunch we 

enjoy a private visit to the gardens of  

the Marquess of San Giulliano. See the 

Mediterranean, Arabian and Tropical 

Gardens which owes much to the head 

gardener, Rachel Lamb.  (BLD)

Day 10. Taormina & Stromboli. We visit 

Taormina, a walled town lying in the 

shadow of Mt. Etna, Europe’s highest 

volcano. The town has been a popular 

Mediterranean Wildflowers, History, Gardens & Architecture of the    Gods Cruise
12 Days on a boutique and intimate small ship ‘MS Island Sky’ (just 100 guests) on a truly unique cruise. A journey discovering wildflowers and history in Crete, Greece, Kefalonia, Corfu,  
Sicily & Italy in early spring, visiting some of the most interesting and beautiful places in the ancient world. Verdant landscapes awash with spring wildflowers and blossoms, plus private  
garden visits, make for an idyllic journey.

Be amazed at the glorious visions 
that will greet you each morning, 

noon and night

An Architectural Journey 

From the Greek port of Pireaus, we 

weave our way across the Aegean 

enjoying the site of wildflowers covering 

the island hillsides and dotted over the 

romantic ancient sites. We enter the 

Ionian Sea to explore Kefalonia and 

Corfu before crossing to the heel of Italy 

and on to Sicily. We explore eastern 

Sicily’s ancient sites and private gardens 

prior to sailing the Straits of Messina 

and into the Tyrrhenian Sea. This region 

of Campania in Southern Italy is a delight, 

as we cruise our way to Naples with its 

spectacular Mt Vesuvius backdrop.
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Mediterranean Wildflowers, History, Gardens & Architecture of the    Gods Cruise
12 Days on a boutique and intimate small ship ‘MS Island Sky’ (just 100 guests) on a truly unique cruise. A journey discovering wildflowers and history in Crete, Greece, Kefalonia, Corfu,  
Sicily & Italy in early spring, visiting some of the most interesting and beautiful places in the ancient world. Verdant landscapes awash with spring wildflowers and blossoms, plus private  
garden visits, make for an idyllic journey.
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Map to be updated - cruise to go 

from Athens (no Turkey) and 11 

nights on board (not 14). - and 
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tourist destination since the 19th century 

and our guided tour will include walking 

the characteristic alleys before visiting the 

15th century Palazzo Corvaja and the 

impressive Greek Theatre, from where there 

are marvellous views over the town and 

coast. This afternoon we sail towards 

Stromboli, one of the most active volcanoes 

in the world, in time to see it lit up in the  

evening light.  (BLD)

Day 11. Naples, Ischia & Herculaneum,  

Freedom of Choice. Arrive this morning  

in Naples to the sight of the Norman castle 

that protects the port and the backdrop of 

Vesuvius in the distance. You may choose  

to spend the afternoon on the island of 

Ischia to see La Mortella, a wonderful 

garden designed by architect Russell  

Page for Lord and Lady William Walton. 

Alternatively, enjoy an afternoon visiting 

the ancient Roman town of Herculaneum  

or enjoy a free afternoon in Naples.  (BLD)

Day 12. Naples, Ninfa, Rome. Disembark 

this morning. A transfer from Naples to 

Rome is available with a visit to the 

romantic garden of Ninfa, arriving in  

Rome by 5.00pm.  (B)

Included

  Services of a Cruise Director and 
Botanical Guide, Dr. Toby Musgrave

  Airport transfers on first and last day, 
tipping and port taxes 

  32 Meals – 11 Breakfasts (B), 10 Lunches 
(L) and 11 Dinners (D)

  Wine, beer and soft drinks included with 
lunch and dinner on board the ship

  Eleven nights on the boutique small ship, 
the MS Island Sky, with just 100 guests

  Learn about the Mediterranean  
plants with onboard lectures by  
the Garden Historian

  Freedom of Choice touring on some 
days at no extra cost

Highlights

  Learn about the history of the regions 
from local guides

  Enjoy the comfort of small ship cruising 
– unpack once

  See historical sights & villages on 
Crete, Peloponnese & Sicily

  Visit the Greek Islands of Crete, 
Kefalonia and Corfu 

  See the Botanical Gardens of Crete 

  Learn about ancient civilizations  
and architecture 

  See the birthplace of Prince Philip

  Explore Paradise Quarry in Syracuse

  Private garden visit to Marquess of  
San Giulliano’s garden

  Private garden visit to Princess 
Borghese garden

  Visit the beautiful Sicilian walled-town 
of Taormina 

  Explore the Island of Ischia &  
La Mortella garden

  Discover the fascinating volcanic ruins 
of Herculaneum

  Have a choice of touring options in 
selected locations

  Learn about the plants from your 
Garden Historian, Dr Toby Musgrave

2017 Dates & Prices (A$) BTMED12

22 April 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $14,495 $21,745

Cruise Upgrades
Prices shown are based on a Forward Standard 

suite (Magellan Deck). See page 61 for suite  

& deck plans. 

To upgrade, add per person:

Suite Type Deck Twin Share Solo Trav.

Standard Magellan $395 $595 

Superior Columbus $1,795 $2,695 

Premium Marco Polo $2,795 $4,195 

Corner Marco Polo $3,795 $5,695

Deluxe Balc. Erikson $4,395 $6,595

Owner’s Balc.  Explorer $4,995 $9,995

Tour Notes: The Island Sky cruise is a shared 
charter with one of Botanica’s sister companies.

Medium Fitness see page 8

MS Island Sky

Enjoy the intimate and personalised 

atmosphere of this small boutique ship 

with just 100 guests on board. The 

décor resembles a grand English style 

country hotel with two lounges where  

a traditional afternoon tea is served, plus 

a bar. There are two restaurants for you 

to choose from including a fine dining 

room complete with white table-cloths 

or the more informal on deck, Lido 

Restaurant where you can enjoy the 

passing coastal scenery and the fresh  

sea air. There is a Beauty & Massage 

Parlour, plus a lift to all floors. The large 

suites with wood panelling and brass 

features are spread over four decks and 

all have outside facing views, en-suite 

bathrooms, a sitting area and television. 

The 70 crew will attend to your every 

need in a friendly and efficient way 

making your Botanica cruise very special.  

Garden Historian

Dr Toby Musgrave is a 

worldwide authority on 

garden history and design. 

He specialises in Italian  

and French Gardens and 

Mediterranean plants.

See page 9 for further details about our  
Botanical Guides.

Combine With

This tour can be combined with:

  Italian & French Gardens (BTIF9)
page 30

  Italian & French Gardens & 
Bordeaux Cruise (BTBIF16)  
pages 28-29 
Enquire for more details. 

Boutique
Cruising

Small
Group
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Japanese & South Korean Spring Gardens & Culture Cruise
14 Days including an 11 night exclusive small ship cruise with a Botanical Guide. Venture along the historic shores of Japan and South Korea, exploring ancient castles, peaceful Japanese  
gardens and opulent temples. In the first flourish of spring, you will enjoy bursts of colour from magnificent tree peonies, Japanese azaleas and peach blossoms.

Japanese Spring Blooms

Embark on a voyage of horticultural 

discovery of this fascinating region 

during the first flourish of spring.  

This remarkable season brings a myriad 

of spectacular blooms and bursts of 

colour from tree peonies, Japanese 

azaleas and peach blossoms. Venture 

along the historic shores of Japan, 

exploring ancient castles, peaceful 

gardens and opulent temples. Take in 

the colourful hues of the plum, apricot 

and peach blossoms that colour the 

streets, parks and temple gardens, 

providing a vivid display for us to enjoy.

Gardens, History & Culture 

Day 1. Arrive Tokyo. Depart Tokyo Narita 

International Airport at 10.00am or the 

New Otani Hotel Tokyo at 11.30am to 

explore Tokyo. Visit the Imperial Palace East 

Gardens, and the Meiji Shrine and grounds. 

This evening, settle in to your 

accommodation in Tokyo. 

Stay: Tokyo, New Otani Hotel  

or similar

Day 2. Tokyo to Kanazawa. Today you will 

take a bullet train from Tokyo to Kanazawa. 

Kanazawa is a thriving centre of the arts, 

known for its lacquer ware, collectible pottery 

of the Kutani style, gold-leaf workmanship 

and delicate hand-painting of silk for kimonos 

and Noh theatre dramas. Board your ship 

and enjoy a Welcome Dinner this evening. 

Eleven Nights: MS Caledonian Sky (BLD)

Day 3. Kanazawa & Kenroku-en Garden. 

This morning depart from the port and  

visit Omicho Market that sells and displays 

everything from flowers to fish to local 

handicrafts. Afterwards visit one of Japan’s 

premier highlights the famed Kenroku-en 

Garden, ranked among the country’s top 

gardens. This afternoon immerse yourself  

in Kanazawa culture with a visit to Higashi 

Chaya Gai Geisha District, where you can 

see the remains of the traditional form of 

the town which traces back to Samurai era. 

You will also view other handcrafted items 

famous in Kanazawa such as the Kimono 

and Golden Leaf.  (BLD)

Day 4. Yuushien Garden & Matsue.  

This morning visit Matsue, known as the 

‘Town of Water’, which nestles a scenic  

lake and lagoon. Visit a number of cultural 

attractions including Matsue Castle. Known 

as the ‘Black Castle’, it is one of only a few 

wooden Medieval castles remaining in Japan 

today. Admire the graceful exterior of the 

complex structure, then take the opportunity 

to explore the interior, and its magnificent 

views of Lake Shinji. This afternoon visit the 

stunning Yuushien Garden, a real flower 

garden full of colour and blossom, famous 

for growing ginseng and peonies.  (BLD)

Day 5. Hagi. This morning we visit Hagi, 

one of Japan’s most beautiful castle towns, 

where you can explore the old streets, the 

Hagi Castle ruins, Shizuki Park, and Tokoji 

Temple. Japan’s revolution began here in 

Jokamachi’s old Samurai residential quarter, 

where we will tour a Samurai’s home. We 

will also visit the historic Daisho Temple, 

the resting place of the two first Mori 

daimyo, a family of powerful and territorial 

pre-modern Japanese lords and all of the 

even-numbered daimyo. This traditional 

temple is located on Mount Mison, 

considered a holy mountain, on the island 

of Itsukushima. Inside, you will find a flame 

that is said to have been burning for some 

1,200 years.  (BLD)

Day 6. Pusan, South Korea. Embark on  

a full-day excursion to Kyongju, a World 

Heritage-listed site often described as  

the world’s finest open-air museum. As  

the ancient capital of the Shilla Dynasty, 

Kyongju’s heritage dates back to the first 

millennium. As we stroll through some  

of the numerous excavated monuments, 

temples, tombs and pagodas, there will be 

time to explore the National Museum, with 

its exceptional collection of finely worked 

gold jewellery, metal weapons and pottery. 

At lunch, sample Korean delicacies followed 

by a special cultural performance of 

traditional dance.  (BLD)

Day 7. Dejima Island & Nagasaki.  

This morning explore Nagasaki, the second 

city destroyed by an A-bomb in World War 

II. Tour the Peace Memorial Park, Atomic 

Bomb Museum and Glover Garden. This 

afternoon visit Dejima Island, built during 

the Edo period to house Portuguese 

Christian missionaries and prevent the 

propagation of their religion. It was also the 

residential quarters of the Dutch, the only 

foreigners allowed to trade in Japan during 

the Sakoku isolation period for 200 years, 

until Japan reopened to the world. (BLD)

Day 8. Yakushima Island. Today we arrive 

on the island of Yakushima, which became 

Japan’s first World Heritage-listed site in 

1993. Yakushima is famous in botanical 

circles for many great garden plants, 

including dwarf plants that have evolved to 

grow smaller than their mainland cousins. 

We will spend time here on nature walks, 

including Yakusugi Land, a nature park 

populated by a number of the island’s 

ancient cedar trees, such as the Buddhasugi, 

Futagosugi and Sennensugi. (BLD)

Day 9. Uwajima, Freedom of Choice. 

Arrive in Uwajima, deep inside the saw-

toothed coast of Uwajima Bay. Today you 

have two choices. Uwajima is the nation’s 

largest pearl cultivation centre, learn the 

process of cultivating and sorting pearls on 

a visit to a pearl farm before continuing on 

Exclusive  
& Private 

Cruise
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Boutique Cruising

2017 Dates & Prices (A$) BTJP14

 5 April 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $16,995 $19,995

Cruise Upgrades
 Prices shown are based on a Forward Standard/

Standard Suite (Castle Deck). See page 61 for 

deck plans. 

To upgrade, add per person:

 Suite Type Deck Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Superior Caled. $1,945 $2,445 

Premium Prom. $2,555 $3,545 

Deluxe Balcony Bridge $3,495 $4,995 

Premium Balcony Prom. $3,695 $6,990 

Owner’s Corner  Prom. $3,995 $7,990

 Tour Notes: Shuttle transfers are provided  
in Tokyo and Kyoto. Ask about pre and post 
accommodation.

Included

 � Services of a Cruise Director  
& Botanical Guides

 � Airport transfers on first & last day, 
tipping & port taxes 

 � 37 Meals – 13 Breakfasts (B),  
12 Lunches (L) & 12 Dinners (D)

 � Wine, beer & soft drinks included with 
lunch & dinner on board the ship

 � 11 nights on the small ship,  
the MS Caledonian Sky, which holds  
a maximum of 100 guests

 � 1 night each in Tokyo & Kyoto  
in 4-5 star hotels

 � Enjoy coastal views from your suite 

 � On board lectures by the  
Botanical Guides

Highlights

 � Learn about the history of Japan 
during onboard lectures

 � Tour the Imperial Palace Gardens  
and Meiji Shrine in Tokyo

 � Travel by bullet train from central 
Tokyo to Kanazawa 

 � Explore Kenroku-en Garden, ranked 
among the country’s top gardens

 � Visit a Samurai’s home & Pearl Farm

 � See Yuushien Garden, famous for 
growing ginseng & peonies

 � Discover Kyongju, a World Heritage-
listed site in South Korea

 � Visit Ritsurin Park, a 350-year-old 
garden famous for its spring colours

 � Travel to Yakushima, Japan’s first 
UNESCO World Heritage-listed site

 � Visit the stunning city of Takamatsu 

 � See Koraku-en Garden, the famous 
landscape garden of Okayama

 � Explore the majestic Western Kyoto 
Gardens including Kinkakuji  
& Ryoanji

 � Learn about Japanese plants & gardens 
from your Botanical Guides

Botanical Guides

Simon Rickard, a former 

head gardener for The 

Diggers Club is one of 

Botanica’s most experienced 

Botanical Guides.

Dr Toby Musgrave is a 

worldwide authority on 

garden history and design.

See page 9 for further details 
about our Botanical Guides.

The MS Caledonian Sky

Botanica has elevated 

adventure travel to a 

new standard. With  

57 suites and just  

100 guests, the  

MS Caledonian Sky is designed for intimate 

small groups with the décor of a grand 

English country hotel, while our crew of  

75 will assure personalised attention. 
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Enjoy Japanese culture & fine dining whilst cruising on the MS Caledonian Sky small ship with only 100 guests 

Boutique
Cruising

to Tensha-en Garden which is a typical 

example of a Japanese garden built during 

the Samurai era. Alternatively, explore the 

historic Uwajima Castle as well as a visit to 

Tensha-en Garden. (BLD)

Day 10. Miyajima & Hiroshima. Arrive  

in Hiroshima to visit the compelling Peace 

Memorial Park. The park is dotted with 

memorials, including the cenotaph that 

contains the names of all the known victims 

of the A-bomb. Return to the ship for lunch, 

then continue on to Miyajima. Considered 

one of Japan’s top scenic wonders, Miyajima 

provides a picture-postcard vista of the 

scarlet Torii Gate, the giant camphor wood 

gates at the entrance to the Shinto Shrine. 

We will go ashore to explore the World 

Heritage-listed Itsukushima Jinja Shrine, 

founded in the 6th century and dedicated 

to three sea goddesses.   (BLD)

Day 11. Takamatsu & Ritsurin Park. Today 

tour the city of Takamatsu on Shikoku, the 

smallest of the four main Japanese Islands. 

We will journey over the Seto-Ohashi 

Bridge and visit Kinashi Bonsai Town. Next 

visit Ritsurin Park, a 350-year-old garden, 

famous for its magnificent spring colours 

and Chrysanthemum-Moon Pavilion. (BLD)

Day 12. Okayama Koraku-en Garden  

& Kurashiki. This morning, we will visit 

Koraku-en Garden, one of Japan’s most 

significant gardens – the name meaning 

‘garden of pleasure after’. Visit a classic 

Japanese teahouse with garden views.  

After lunch, continue to Kurashiki, to see  

its fine 17th century wooden warehouses. 

The beautiful houses are painted white  

with traditional black tiles, and are situated 

along a canal framed with weeping willows. 

This evening enjoy a Farewell Dinner on 

board the ship. (BLD)

Day 13. Kobe to Kyoto. This morning, 

arrive into Kobe and be transferred from  

the ship to Kyoto. Enjoy a sightseeing tour 

including Ryoanji and Kinkakuji gardens 

and a visit to the Gion District – where the 

world-famous Geisha reside.  

Stay: Kyoto, Granvia Hotel or similar (BLD)

Day 14. Depart Kyoto. After breakfast, you 

will be transferred to the airport by shuttle 

bus for your flight home. (B)

Explore Zen gardens and colourful 
spring gardens in exotic ports of call 

during your exclusive cruise 

A
S

IA

A cultural immersion in an 

enchanting land, alive with 

a rich and wondrous history, 

steeped in time-honoured 

traditions and framed by 

exquisite gardens 
Medium Fitness see page 8
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Gardens, History & Culture 

Day 1. Arrive Osaka. Depart Osaka Kansai 

International Airport at 10.30am or the 

Imperial Hotel Osaka at 11.00am to explore 

Kyoto. Visit the rock garden masterpiece of 

Ryoanji and see the Cherry Blossom from 

the philosopher’s walk in Kyoto. After 

lunch, transfer to the MS Caledonian Sky in 

Kobe. Enjoy a special dinner with the ship’s 

crew this evening, as we set sail for the port 

of Okayama.   

Ten Nights: MS Caledonian Sky  (LD)

Day 2. Okayama, Koraku-en Garden & 

Kurashiki. After breakfast this morning, we 

will visit Koraku-en Garden, one of Japan’s 

most significant gardens – the name meaning 

‘garden of pleasure after’. Visit a classic 

Japanese teahouse with garden views. After 

a local lunch, continue to Kurashiki, where 

we explore the old merchant quarter and its 

fine 17th century wooden warehouses. The 

beautiful houses are painted white with 

traditional black tiles, and are situated 

along a canal lined with rows of majestic 

weeping willows (BLD)

Day 3. Takamatsu & Ritsurin Park.  

Today tour the stunning city of Takamatsu 

on Shikoku, the smallest of the four main 

Japanese Islands. We will journey over the 

Seto-Ohashi Bridge and visit Kinashi Bonsai 

Town. Next visit Ritsurin Park, a 350-year-

old garden, famous for its magnificent 

spring colours and Chrysanthemum- 

Moon Pavilion. (BLD)

Day 4. Hiroshima & Miyajima. Arrive in 

Hiroshima to visit the compelling Peace 

Memorial Park. The park is dotted with 

memorials, including the cenotaph that 

contains the names of all the known victims 

of the A-bomb. Return to the ship for lunch, 

then continue to Miyajima. Considered one 

of Japan’s top scenic wonders, Miyajima 

provides a picture-postcard vista of the 

scarlet Torii Gate, the giant camphor wood 

gates at the entrance to the Shinto Shrine. 

We will go ashore to explore the World 

Heritage-listed Itsukushima Jinja Shrine, 

founded in the 6th century and dedicated 

to three sea goddesses. (BLD)

Day 5. Uwajima, Freedom of Choice. 

Arrive in Uwajima, deep inside the saw-

toothed coast of Uwajima Bay. Today you 

have two choices. Uwajima is the nation’s 

largest pearl cultivation centre, learn the 

process of cultivating and sorting pearls on 

a visit to a pearl farm before continuing on 

to Tensha-en Garden which is a typical 

example of a Japanese garden built during 

the Samurai era. Alternatively explore 

Uwajima Castle and the beautiful  

Tensha-en Garden. (BLD)

Day 6. Nagasaki & Dejima Island.  

Arrive at Nagasaki, the second city destroyed 

by an A-bomb in World War II. Tour the 

Peace Memorial Park, Atomic Bomb 

Museum and Glover Garden. Continue to 

Dejima Island, built during the Edo Period 

to accommodate Portuguese Christian 

missionaries and prevent the propagation  

of their religion. It was also once the 

residential quarters of the Dutch, the only 

foreigners allowed to trade in Japan during 

the Sakoku (isolation) period for 200 years, 

until Japan reopened to the world. (BLD)

Day 7. Pusan, South Korea. Embark on  

a full-day excursion to Kyongju, in South 

Korea, a World Heritage-listed site often 

described as the world’s finest open-air .

museum. As the ancient capital of the  

Shilla Dynasty, Kyongju’s heritage dates 

back to the first millennium. As we stroll 

through some of the numerous excavated 

monuments, temples, tombs and pagodas, 

there will be time to explore the National 

Museum, with its exceptional collection  

of finely worked gold jewellery, metal 

weapons and distinctive pottery. At lunch, 

sample Korean delicacies and enjoy the 

spectacle of traditional dancers during  

a cultural performance. (BLD)

Day 8. Hagi. Japan’s revolution began  

here in Jokamachi’s old Samurai residential 

quarter, where we will tour a Samurai’s 

home. We will also visit the historic  

Daisho Temple, the resting place of the  

two first Mori daimyo (a family of powerful 

and territorial pre-modern Japanese lords) 

and all of the even-numbered daimyo.  

This traditional temple is located on  

Mount Mison, considered a holy mountain, 

on the island of Itsukushima. Inside, you 

will find a flame that is said to have been 

burning for some 1,200 years. We will also 

take time to explore Hagi, one of Japan’s 

most beautiful castle towns, where you  

can explore the old streets and see the  

Hagi Castle ruins, Shizuki Park and the 

Tokoji Temple. (BLD)

Day 9. Matsue & Yuushien Garden. 

Known as the ‘Town of Water’, Matsue,  

is on the shores of a scenic lake and a large 

lagoon. Here, you’ll visit a number of 

cultural attractions including Matsue Castle. 

Known as the ‘Black Castle’, it is one of only 

a few wooden Medieval castles that remain 

Cherry Blossoms in Japan & South Korea Cruise
12 Days including a 10 night exclusive small ship cruise with a Botanical Guide. Venture along the historic shores of Japan and South Korea, exploring ancient castles,  
peaceful Japanese gardens and opulent temples. In the first flourish of spring, you will enjoy bursts of colour from magnificent cherry blossom trees in full bloom.

Japanese Cherry Blossoms

Embark on a stylish voyage of 

horticultural discovery and explore this 

fascinating region, aboard this Botanica 

cruise. In the heart of cherry blossom 

season, Botanica guests will be 

enchanted by the sight of the beautiful 

and richly symbolic sakura flower in full 

bloom. Venture along the historic shores 

of Japan and South Korea on this 

incredible botanical journey. The cherry 

blossom heralds the start of spring and 

the delicate blossom only stays on the 

trees for two weeks. This time of year is 

highly revered by the Japanese, who 

celebrate with festivals and events.

See the 
Cherry  

Blossom
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MS Caledonian Sky
10

Cherry Blossoms in Japan & South Korea Cruise
12 Days including a 10 night exclusive small ship cruise with a Botanical Guide. Venture along the historic shores of Japan and South Korea, exploring ancient castles,  
peaceful Japanese gardens and opulent temples. In the first flourish of spring, you will enjoy bursts of colour from magnificent cherry blossom trees in full bloom.

in Japan today. Admire the structure’s 

complexity from the outside, as it stands 

gracefully, watching over the city, and take 

the opportunity to explore the interior, 

which affords magnificent views of Lake 

Shinji. This afternoon, we will visit the 

stunning Yuushien Garden, a traditional 

flower garden full of colour and blossom, 

famous for ginseng and peonies.  (BLD)

Day 10. Kanazawa & Kenroku-en Garden. 

Kanazawa is a thriving centre of the arts, 

long known for its lacquer-ware, 

outstanding collectible pottery of the 

Kutani style, gold-leaf workmanship and 

delicate hand-painting of silk for kimonos 

and Noh theatre dramas. The winding 

cobblestone streets have a quaint 

photogenic charm. Around each bend is  

a traditional house, museum, art gallery,  

craft shop, Samurai residence and even a 

Geisha house to explore. The fascinating 

open-air market displays a vast variety  

of items from flowers to fish to local 

handicrafts. Next we visit the Kanazawa 

Castle ruins, which is one of Japan’s  

premier highlights, and the famed  

Kenroku-en Garden, is ranked among  

the country’s top gardens. (BLD)

Day 11. Kanazawa & Tokyo. Disembark 

the ship this morning and take the Bullet 

Train to Tokyo. On arrival, enjoy an 

afternoon sightseeing tour of Tokyo.  

We then transfer to our hotel for an 

overnight stay. 

Stay: Tokyo, New Otani Hotel  

or similar (BL)

Day 12. Depart Tokyo. After breakfast  

this morning, you will be transferred to  

the airport by shuttle bus for your  

flight home. (B)

“They say that a Japanese garden  

isn’t finished until everything that  

can be taken out is taken out, and 

Kenroku-en Garden is a wonderful 

example of this. A very neat and 

disciplined garden that tells a story 

around every corner. ”

 – Simon Rickard, Botanical Guide 

Medium Fitness see page 8

See the iconic and spectacular sight 
of cherry blossom in full bloom

Experience the history and culture of Japan and South Korea

Included

 � Services of a Cruise Director   
& Botanical Guides

 � Airport transfers on first & last day, 
tipping & port taxes 

 � 32 Meals – 11 Breakfasts (B),  
11 Lunches (L) & 10 Dinners (D)

 � Wine, beer & soft drink included with 
lunch & dinner on board the ship

 � 10 nights on the small ship,  
the MS Caledonian Sky, which holds  
a maximum of 100 guests

 � Spend 1 night in Tokyo

 � Enjoy coastal views from your suite

 � Onboard lectures by the  
Botanical Guides

Highlights

 � See the cherry blossom of Japan in full 
bloom and discover its significance

 � Learn about the history of Japan 
during onboard lectures and from 
local guides

 � Explore the majestic Western Kyoto 
Garden, Ryoanji

 � See Koraku-en Garden, the famous 
landscape garden of Okayama

 � Visit Ritsurin Park, a 350-year-old 
garden famous for its spring colours

 � Discover Kyongju, a World Heritage-
listed site in South Korea

 � See Yuushien Garden, famous for 
growing ginseng and peonies

 � Visit a Samurai’s home

 � Explore Kenroku-en Garden, ranked 
among the country’s top gardens

 � Travel by Bullet train to Tokyo 

 � Enjoy a sightseeing tour of Tokyo 

 � Learn about Japanese plants & gardens 
from your Botanical Guides

 � Explore Matsue, the ‘Town of Water’

 � Learn about the process of pearl 
production in Uwajima

The MS Caledonian Sky

Botanica has elevated 

adventure travel to a 

new standard. With  

57 suites and just  

100 guests, the  

MS Caledonian Sky is designed for intimate 

small groups with the décor of a grand 

English country hotel, while our crew of  

75 will assure personalised attention. 

Boutique
Cruising

2017 Dates & Prices (A$) BTJP12

 27 March 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $14,995 $18,495

Cruise Upgrades
 Prices shown are based on a Forward Standard/

Standard Suite (Castle Deck). See page 61 for 

deck plans. 

To upgrade, add per person:

 Suite Type Deck Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Superior Caled. $1,795 $1,975 

Premium Prom. $2,395 $3,595 

Deluxe Balcony Bridge $3,445 $ 4,895 

Premium Balcony Prom. $3,495 $6,990 

Owner’s Corner  Prom. $3,795 $7,590

 Tour Notes: Shuttle transfers are provided  
in Tokyo and Osaka. Ask about pre and post 
accommodation.

Medium Fitness see page 8
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Botanical Guides

Simon Rickard, a former 

head gardener for The 

Diggers Club is one of 

Botanica’s most experienced 

Botanical Guides.

Dr Toby Musgrave is a 

worldwide authority on 

garden history and design.  

 
 See page 9 for further details     
about our Botanical Guides.  
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Gardens, History & Cultural Gourmet 

Day 1. Arrive Osaka, Kyoto. Depart Osaka 

Kansai International Airport at 10.30am or 

the Imperial Hotel Osaka at 11.00am to 

explore Kyoto. Visit the rock garden 

masterpiece of Ryoanji and see the Cherry 

Blossom from the philosopher’s walk in 

Kyoto. After lunch, transfer to the MS 

Caledonian Sky in Kobe. Enjoy a special 

dinner with the ship’s crew this evening,  

as we set sail for the port of Okayama.   

Ten Nights: MS Caledonian Sky  (LD)

Days 2-10. Cherry Blossoms in Japan & 

South Korea Cruise. After breakfast this 

morning, we visit Koraku-en Garden – the 

first of many spectacular gardens we will see 

as we cruise around Japan and South Korea 

(See pages 38-39 for full itinerary) (BLD)

Day 11. Kanazawa & Tokyo. Disembark 

the ship this morning and take the Bullet 

Train to Tokyo. Enjoy an afternoon 

sightseeing tour then transfer to our  

hotel for an overnight stay. 

Stay: Tokyo, New Otani Hotel  

or similar  (BL)

Day 12. Depart Tokyo, Arrive Shanghai. 

After breakfast you will be transferred to the 

airport for your onward flight to Shanghai. 

On arrival, be met at Shanghai airport and 

transferred to your iconic hotel overlooking 

the Huangpu River. This evening, relax and 

enjoy a dinner at 6.30pm. 

Two Nights: Shanghai, Fairmont Peace 

Hotel or similar   (BD)

Day 13. Shanghai & Yu Garden. This 

morning cruise the Huangpu River through 

the heart of the city and explore Yu Garden, 

before feasting on dim sum for lunch. 

Regarded as one of the most lavish gardens 

in China, Yu Garden was built over a period 

of 20 years. This evening, enjoy premium 

seating at an acrobatic show.  (BL)

Day 14. Shanghai, Jinxi & Suzhou. After 

breakfast travel by coach from Shanghai to 

the picturesque town of Suzhou. On the 

way stop at the watertown of Jinxi and enjoy 

a boat ride. After lunch, travel to Suzhou’s 

Tiger Hill and see the Azalea Flower Show 

and Wanjing Villa before dinner tonight.  

Two Nights: Suzhou, Hyatt Regency, in  

a Superior Room or similar  (BLD)

Day 15. Suzhou. Head to the renowned 

Humble Administrator’s Garden today.  

At nearly 13 acres in size, it is Suzhou’s 

largest garden and also considered the 

most beautiful classical Chinese garden  

in Eastern China. After lunch, enjoy some 

leisure time strolling along the Pingjiang 

Road. This evening we will enjoy traditional 

Suzhou music and opera in the Night 

Garden of Fishermen’s Net.  (BLD)

Day 16. Suzhou & Xi’an. Transfer back to 

the Shanghai Pudong airport for your flight 

to Xi’an. Once a thriving city where many 

cultures and religions coexisted, Xi’an is one 

of the oldest cities in China, with more than 

3,000 years of history. After a visit to the 

ancient city wall, this evening enjoy a 

special performance of the Tang Dynasty 

show and feast on a deliciously authentic 

local dumpling banquet. 

Two Nights: Xi’an, Sofitel Renmin Square, 

in a Superior Room or similar  (BLD)

Day 17. Xi’an & Terracotta Army. Travel 

out of the city and stop at a clay factory 

where terracotta soldiers are still made 

today. Later, arrive at the world-famous 

Terracotta Army, a fascinating collection  

of clay sculptures depicting the warriors  

of Qin Shi Huang, the First Emperor of 

China. This incredible army was discovered 

in 1974 by farmers digging a well. 

Accompanied by a museum curator, you’ll 

enjoy the opportunity to view some of the 

best-preserved sculptures from a lower 

viewing platform, which is off-limits to the 

general public. Spend the afternoon at the 

Museum of Qin Terracotta Warriors and 

Horses – built on the site of the three 

excavation pits where the sculptures were 

buried over time. Buried with the emperor, 

their purpose was to protect him in the 

afterlife. Enjoy a panoramic movie and visit 

the excavation pits, as well as the famous 

Bronze Chariot. This evening, choose  

from a Brazilian barbecue at Churrasco,  

a Western buffet at Azur or Chinese  

cuisine at Le Chinois.  (BLD)

Day 18. Xi’an, Chongqing & Yangtze 

Cruise. Farewell Xi’an this morning as you 

fly to Chongqing. Head to the famous 

Chongqing Zoo, where more than 200 

species of wild and rare animals are on 

display, including the famous Giant Pandas, 

a critically endangered species. Later, visit a 

local restaurant for an authentic hotpot 

lunch before transferring to your luxury 

river ship, the RV Sanctuary Yangzi Explorer 

for your cruise along the Yangtze River. 

Enjoy dinner on board this evening, 

followed by a documentary detailing the 

construction of the Three Gorges Dam 

Three Nights: the luxurious Sanctuary 

Yangzi Explorer  (BLD)

Day 19. Fengdu or Relocation Tour. 

Perhaps rise early to participate in a Tai Chi 

class on the Observation Deck. Following 

breakfast, you may learn how to prepare 

traditional Chinese tea, then participate  

in a dumpling-making session. After lunch 

disembark for a tour of Fengdu, a ‘Ghost 

City’ that lies in the foothills of the mountains, 

or choose to visit the Relocated Village, a 

village for families who have been forced  

to move due to the rising waters caused by 

the Three Gorges Dam. Back on board this 

evening, enjoy the Captain’s Welcome 

Reception, followed by a special Welcome 

Dinner. After dinner, enjoy an entertaining 

performance by the crew.  (BLD)

Day 20. Qutang Gorge, Wu Gorge, 

Shennong Stream & Xiling Gorge. Cruise 

Cherry Blossoms in Japan & Chinese Culture & Gardens in Spring
24 Days including a 10 night exclusive small ship cruise with a Botanical Guide around Japan. Venture along the historic shores of Japan and South Korea, exploring ancient castles, peaceful  
Japanese gardens and opulent temples. See the iconic sights of China and sail the Yangtze River. In the first flourish of spring, you will enjoy bursts of colour from magnificent cherry blossom  
trees as well as Chinese gardens coming into spring bloom.

Enjoy a small ship cruise of Japan 
while the cherry blossom blooms, 

then discover the beauty of  
Chinese gardens in spring
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Cherry Blossoms in Japan & Chinese Culture & Gardens in Spring
24 Days including a 10 night exclusive small ship cruise with a Botanical Guide around Japan. Venture along the historic shores of Japan and South Korea, exploring ancient castles, peaceful  
Japanese gardens and opulent temples. See the iconic sights of China and sail the Yangtze River. In the first flourish of spring, you will enjoy bursts of colour from magnificent cherry blossom  
trees as well as Chinese gardens coming into spring bloom.
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along the Yangtze River through the Three 

Gorges region, considered by many to be 

China’s most picturesque area. Today your 

ship will enter the Qutang Gorge, the 

shortest, narrowest and most dramatic of 

the Three Gorges. Continue to Wu Gorge, 

noted for its sheer peaks and towering cliff 

faces. Continue cruising along Shennong 

Stream, then disembark your ship at 

Badong and transfer by ferry to a traditional 

Chinese sampan (longboat). As you cruise 

on this longboat, poled by local Tujia 

boatman, absorb the serenity of the river. 

This afternoon, glide through the longest  

of the Three Gorges, Xiling Gorge. Later, 

you may wish to attend an optional lecture, 

or take part in an onboard arts and crafts 

demonstration. This evening, enjoy a 

Chinese banquet.  (BLD)

Day 21. Three Gorges Dam, Yichang & 

Beijing. After breakfast, arrive at the dam 

and take a tour of the world’s largest 

engineering project. Arrive later in Yichang 

where you’ll disembark your ship and 

transfer to the airport for your flight to 

Beijing. Upon arrival hop on a rickshaw for 

a guided sightseeing tour through the 

hutongs (narrow streets) of Old Beijing. 

Explore the maze of historic alleyways with 

old single-storey traditional courtyard 

houses and visit the home of a local family. 

Enjoy a special dinner at your hotel 

restaurant this evening. 

Three Nights: Beijing, Raffles Beijing  

or similar  (BLD)

Day 22. Beijing and Great Wall of China.

Set out for Huairou County and arrive at 

one of the best-preserved parts of the Great 

Wall of China, the Mutianyu section. Board 

a cable-car and enjoy great views of the 

wall, the surrounding mountains and the 

village of Mutianyu as you travel up to the 

top. Afterwards, stop at a jade showroom 

for an insight into the 6,000 year-old craft 

of grinding and polishing these revered 

stones. After dinner at leisure back in 

Beijing, attend a Peking Opera show at 

Qianmen Liyuan Theatre.  (BL)

Day 23. Beijing. Your sightseeing today 

begins with a tour of Tian’anmen Square. 

Afterwards, head to the World Heritage-

listed Forbidden City. Tour the Beijing 

Botanical Garden which boasts the largest 

greenhouse in Asia and this afternoon visit 

the Summer Palace, the biggest imperial 

garden in Beijing. Tonight, enjoy a special 

Farewell Dinner. Indulge in a Peking Duck 

banquet in an exclusive private room at the 

Quanjude Restaurant. (BLD)

Day 24. Depart Beijing. Your tour concludes 

today after breakfast with a transfer to the 

airport for your onward flight.  (B)

Included

 � Services of a Cruise Director, Tour 
Manager and lectures from your 
Botanical Guides*

 � Airport transfers on first and last day, 
tipping and port taxes 

 � 65 Meals – 23 Breakfasts (B),  
22 Lunches (L) and 20 Dinners (D) 

 � Wine, beer and soft drink included  
with lunch and dinner on board the  
ship in Japan

 � 10 nights on the small ship, the 
MS Caledonian Sky, which holds a 
maximum of 100 guests

 � Spend a night in Tokyo and stay in 
5-star centrally located hotels in China

 � Economy airfare from Tokyo to Shanghai 
and internal airfares in China

Highlights

 � Learn about Japanese and Chinese 
plants and gardens from your 
Botanical Guides

 � See the cherry blossom of Japan in full 
bloom and discover its significance

 � Explore the majestic Western Kyoto 
garden, Ryoanji

 � Visit Ritsurin Park, a 350-year-old 
garden famous for its spring colours

 � See Yuushien Garden, famous for 
growing ginseng and peonies

 � Explore Kenroku-en Garden, ranked 
among the country’s top gardens

 � Travel by Bullet train to Tokyo 

 � Explore Matsue, the ‘Town of Water’

 � Explore the colours of the Azalea 
Flower Show in Suzhou, China

 � Visit the Yu Garden and Garden of  
the Humble Administrator

 � See the Terracotta Army in Xi’an

 � See Giant Pandas at Chongqing Zoo

 � Enjoy a four-day Yangtze River cruise 
through the Three Gorges region

 � Visit one of the best-preserved parts  
of the Great Wall of China

 � For full highlights see page 39

Medium Fitness see page 8

2017 Dates & Prices (A$)      BTJPCN24  

 27 March 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $22,195 $28,245

Cruise Upgrades – MS Caledonian Sky
 Prices shown are based on a Forward Standard/

Standard Suite (Castle Deck). See page 61 for 

deck plans. 

To upgrade, add per person:

 Suite Type Deck Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Superior Caled. $1,795 $1,975 

Premium Prom. $2,395 $3,595 

Deluxe Balcony Bridge $3,445 $ 4,895 

Premium Balcony Prom. $3,495 $6,990 

Owner’s Corner  Prom. $3,795 $7,590

Upgrades – Sanctuary Explorer
See page 42 for prices and page 63 for deck plan.

 Tour Notes: A visa is required for China. Shuttle 
transfers are provided in Tokyo and Osaka. Ask 
about pre and post accommodation. 

Be enthralled by the contrasts of the ancient and the modern sights of China 

A
S

IA

The MS Caledonian Sky

Botanica has elevated 

adventure travel to a 

new standard. With  

57 suites and just  

100 guests, the  

MS Caledonian Sky is designed for intimate 

small groups with the décor of a grand 

English country hotel, while our crew of  

75 will assure personalised attention. 

Botanical Guides

Japan only. Simon Rickard,  
a former head gardener for 
The Diggers Club is one of 
Botanica’s most experienced 
Botanical Guides.*

China only. Arno King is  
a landscape architect and 
horticultural teacher.

See page 9 for further details 
about our Botanical Guides.

Boutique
Cruising

Small
Group
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Shanghai

Chongqing

Yichang

Suzhou

China

Xi’an

Beijing

Yangtze
River
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2

Sanctuary 
Yangzi Explorer

3

Coach
Cruise
Flights
No. of nights stay

2 2

Gardens, History & Cultural Gourmet 

Day 1. Arrive Shanghai. Be met at the 

airport and transferred to your hotel.  

Enjoy a Welcome Dinner at 6.30pm. 

Two Nights: Shanghai, Fairmont Peace 

Hotel or similar (D)

Day 2. Shanghai & Yu Garden. This 

morning cruise the Huangpu River through 

the heart of the city and explore Yu Garden, 

before feasting on dim sum for lunch. This 

evening, enjoy an acrobatic show. (BL)

Day 3. Shanghai, Jinxi & Suzhou. Travel 

from Shanghai to Suzhou stopping at the 

watertown of Jinxi. Board a small boat for a 

cruise along Suzhou’s tiny canals then travel 

to Tiger Hill to see the Azalea Flower Show 

and Wanjing Villa before dinner tonight. 

Two Nights: Suzhou, Hyatt Regency, in a 

Superior Room, or similar (BLD)

Day 4. Suzhou. Head to the renowned 

Humble Administrator’s Garden today.  

After lunch, enjoy a stroll along the 

Pingjiang Road. This evening we will enjoy 

traditional Suzhou music and opera in the 

Night Garden of Fishermen’s Net.  (BLD)

Day 5. Suzhou & Xi’an. Transfer back to 

Shanghai for your flight to Xi’an. Visit the 

ancient city wall, then enjoy a special 

performance of the Tang Dynasty show and 

feast on a local dumpling banquet. 

Two Nights: Xi’an, Sofitel Renmin Square, 

in a Superior Room or similar  (BLD)

Day 6. Xi’an & Terracotta Army. On the 

way to see the famous Terracotta Army, visit 

a clay factory where terracotta soldiers are 

still made. Spend the afternoon at the 

Museum of Qin Terracotta Warriors and 

Horses. This evening, choose from three 

dining options.  (BLD)

Day 7. Xi’an, Chongqing & Embark 

Cruise. Fly to Chongqing and head to the 

famous Chongqing Zoo, to see Giant 

Pandas. Later, enjoy an authentic hotpot 

lunch before transferring to your luxury 

river ship, the RV Sanctuary Yangzi Explorer.  

Three Nights: the luxurious Sanctuary 

Yangzi Explorer  (BLD)

Day 8. Fengdu or Relocation Tour.  

Enjoy onboard activities. After lunch 

disembark for a tour of the ‘Ghost City’  

of Fengdu, or visit the ‘Relocated Village’. 

Enjoy a special Welcome Dinner.  (BLD)

Day 9. Qutang Gorge, Wu Gorge, 

Shennong Stream & Xiling Gorge. Cruise 

along the Yangtze River through the Three 

Gorges region, considered by many to be 

China’s most picturesque area. This 

evening, enjoy a Chinese banquet.  (BLD)

Day 10. Three Gorges Dam, Yichang, 

Disembark Cruise & Beijing. Tour the 

Three Gorges Dam. Disembark your ship in 

Yichang and fly to Beijing. Upon arrival hop 

on a rickshaw for a guided tour through the 

hutongs (narrow streets) of Old Beijing. 

Enjoy dinner at your hotel restaurant. 

Three Nights: Beijing, Raffles Beijing  

or similar  (BLD)

Day 11. Beijing & Great Wall of China.

Visit one of the best-preserved parts of the 

Great Wall of China, the Mutianyu section. 

Afterwards, stop at a jade showroom, then 

after dinner attend a Peking Opera show at 

Qianmen Liyuan Theatre.  (BL)

Day 12. Beijing. Today we visit Tian’anmen 

Square, the Forbidden City, the Beijing 

Botanical Gardens and the Summer Palace. 

Tonight, enjoy a Farewell Dinner. Indulge 

in a Peking Duck banquet in a private room 

at the Quanjude Restaurant.  (BLD)

Day 13. Depart Beijing. Transfer to the airport 

after breakfast for your onward flight.  (B)

Chinese Gardens, History & Culture
13 Days with a Botanical Guide in a small group of discerning travellers. See the iconic sights of China, visit fascinating ancient gardens and enjoy Chinese cuisine and 
culture staying in five star hotels. Visit Shanghai, sail the Yangtze River, see the Terracotta Warriors, walk the Great Wall of China and explore gardens of Beijing.

Discover the beauty of Chinese 
gardens in spring and learn about 

the world’s most populous country’s 
fascinating history and culture

Included

 � Services of a Tour Manager  
& Botanical Guide

 � Airport transfers on first & last day, 
tipping & porterage

 � 33 Meals – 12 Breakfasts (B),  
11 Lunches (L) & 10 Dinners (D)

 � Travel in a small group aboard a  
luxury vehicle with space to spread out

 � Internal airfares as per the itinerary

 � Stay in 5 star, centrally located hotels

Highlights

 � Learn about the history & culture of 
China from your local Tour Manager

 � Explore the colours of the Azalea 
Flower Show in Suzhou

 � Visit the Yu Garden & Garden  
of the Humble Administrator

 � Enjoy premium seating at an 
impressive acrobatic show in Shanghai

 � See the Terracotta Army in Xi’an

 � See Giant Pandas at Chongqing Zoo

 � Enjoy a four day Yangtze River cruise 
through the Three Gorges region

 � Visit one of the best-preserved parts  
of the Great Wall of China 

 � Learn about the plants and gardens  
of China from your Botanical Guide

2017 Dates & Prices (A$) BTCN13

 7 April 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $8,695 $11,245

Cabin Upgrades
 Prices shown are based on a Deluxe Balcony 

suite. See page 63 for suite & deck plans.

 To upgrade, add per person:

Suite type Twin Share Solo Trav.

 Suite Wu Deck $1,245 $2,345 

Suite Qutang Deck $1,425 $2,725

 Tour Notes: Please note a visa is required  
for this tour. Enquire for details.

Medium Fitness see page 8

Botanical Guide

Arno King is a landscape 

architect and horticulturist 

based in Brisbane, where 

he works on a varied range 

of projects, including 

home gardens, parks and streetscapes.

Boutique
Cruising

Small
Group
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Singapore Garden Festival & Orchids
6 Days in a small group with a Botanical Guide. Visit the famous Singapore Garden Festival and the award-winning Gardens by the Bay complex.  
Visit the Botanic Gardens and National Orchid Garden, as well as have time to explore this cosmopolitan city.

Gardens & History 

Day 1. Arrive Singapore. Upon arrival at 

the airport, be transferred to your hotel. 

This evening, enjoy a Welcome Dinner at 

6.30pm. There will also be a welcome 

lecture from the National Parks authority  

on Singapore’s ‘City within a Garden’ plan. 

Five Nights: 5-star hotel in Singapore,  

the luxurious Fairmont Hotel, or similar. (D)

Day 2. Botanic Gardens, National  

Orchid Garden & Singapore Sightseeing. 

This morning enjoy a guided tour of the 

Singapore Botanic Gardens and the National 

Orchid Garden. Wander through the virgin 

rainforest and take in the garden’s collection 

of 1,000 orchid species and 2,000 hybrids. 

This afternoon, choose to join our tour to 

remember the lives lost in World War II 

including the Changi Museum, Bukit Timar 

and Changi Chapel, or enjoy free time. (B)

Day 3. Gardens by the Bay & Raffles 

Hotel High Tea. This morning explore 

Gardens by the Bay. The 101-hectare 

complex is situated in the heart of 

Singapore’s Marina Bay and cost $773 

million to build. It houses over a quarter  

of a million rare plants. With eight different 

sections, you will have time to explore the 

many different areas, including the Flower 

Dome and the Cloud Forest. This afternoon 

we visit the world famous Raffles Hotel for 

afternoon tea and to enjoy the gardens 

surrounding the iconic complex. (B)

Day 4. Private & Community Gardens. 

Today you will visit some community 

gardens, part of an innovative project which 

contribute to the unique green ambience of 

Singapore. There are more than 600 active 

gardening groups throughout Singapore. 

This evening enjoy the light display at 

Gardens by the Bay. (BD)

Day 5. Singapore Garden Festival. This 

morning after breakfast, we will visit the 

Singapore Garden Festival. Here, designers 

from 19 countries showcase their masterpieces. 

Festival highlights include Landscape and 

Fantasy Gardens; Singapore Orchid Show; 

Balcony Gardens; and Floral Windows to the 

World. Spend the day viewing the many 

wonderful and fascinating displays on offer 

before enjoying a Farewell Dinner.  (BD)

Day 6. Depart Singapore. After breakfast, 

you will be transferred to the airport for 

your flight. After check-in, be sure to spend 

time exploring the magnificent gardens 

located throughout the airport. (B)

Singapore Garden Festival

Featuring a careful selection of some of 

the most talented local and international 

florists, horticulturists, landscapers and 

garden designers, the Singapore Garden 

Festival offers an exquisite botanical 

experience and is a visual feast. Whether  

you are an avid gardener or hobbyist,  

this nine-day biennial event, covering  

over two hectares, provides a magical 

show of colour, creativity and award-

winning design for all to enjoy. During 

the tour, relish the opportunity to see 

many botanic masterpieces as well as 

some of Asia’s finest orchids at the 

Singapore Orchid Garden, a popular 

exhibit within the festival. With even 

more exhibits planned for 2016, the 

Singapore Garden Festival is sure to  

leave you inspired and enthralled.

A
S

IA

Small 
Group

Included

 � Services of a Tour Manager  
& Botanical Guide

 � Airport transfers on first & last day, 
tipping & porterage 

 � Five-night stay in Singapore at the 
centrally located 5-star Fairmont Hotel

 � Entrance to Singapore Garden Festival

 � 8 Meals – 5 Breakfasts (B) & 3 Dinners (D)

Highlights

 � Find out about the fascinating city of 
Singapore from your local guide

 � Learn about Singapore’s innovative 
‘City Within A Garden’ plan

 � Enjoy a full day at the Singapore 
Garden Festival

 � Explore the National Orchid Garden  
& Singapore Botanic gardens

 � Tour the award-winning Gardens  
by the Bay complex

 � Meet private garden owners

 � Visit Singapore’s innovative 
Community Garden project

 � Enjoy High Tea at the Raffles Hotel 
and explore the lush tropical gardens

 � Take the opportunity to visit important 
World War II sites including the 
Changi Museum

 � Time to shop and see the sights

 � Enjoy an evening light show at 
Gardens by the Bay at Supertree Grove

Medium Fitness see page 8

Botanical Guide

 Julie Prent has a Diploma 

 of Horticultural Science 

 from Burnley in Melbourne 

 and has been involved in  

 horticultural education for 

the last decade. She runs a garden design 

business on the beautiful Mornington 

Peninsula in Victoria.

2016 Dates & Prices (A$) BTSGF6

26 July 2016 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $3,595 $4,895

Discover Singapore’s rich gardening 
heritage and see how it is preserving 

plants for the future
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Gardens, History & Art

Day 1. Arrive Washington. Be met at  

the airport and join your fellow guests  

for dinner at 6.30pm. 

Two Nights: Washington DC, Fairmont 

Hotel or similar (D)

Day 2. Washington & Mt. Vernon. See the 

sights of Washington including the White 

House. Visit Mt Vernon, the former home  

of America’s first ‘gardening President’, George 

Washington, and Hillwood Estate. (BD)

Day 3. Virginia & Wilmington. Travel 

through southern Pennsylvania and explore 

an Amish farm house. Visit Chanticleer,  

one of the great gardens of the region. 

Two Nights: Wilmington, Du Pont Hotel  

or similar (BD)

Day 4. Brandywine Valley. Spend the 

morning at Longwood Gardens. With 20 

outdoor display gardens, as well as lakes, 

meadows and forest walks, there is plenty  

to explore. This afternoon visit Winterthur 

Garden, home of Henry Du Pont. (BD)

Day 5. New York City. Depart Wilmington 

for New York City where you will board your 

ship. (15 day BTUS15 guests join this 

evening for dinner at 6.30pm in New York.) 

This afternoon visit the walkway garden 

designed by James Corner of Field Operations 

in conjunction with Piet Oudolf, the Highline. 

Fourteen Nights: aboard the comfortable 

MV Grande Mariner (BD)

Day 6. New York City & Kykuit.  

Visit the famed New York Botanical Gardens,  

boasting one of the world’s greatest 

collections of flora. Its 250 acres include 

some of the most beautiful natural terrain. 

It houses the nation’s largest Victorian-era 

glasshouse, the Enid A. Haupt Conservatory. 

Next stop is Kykuit, a Hudson Valley 

landmark and home to four generations of 

the Rockefeller family. See the Rockefeller 

private art collection and magnificent 

expansive garden terraces, garden 

ornaments and many fountains, as well as 

spectacular views of the Hudson Valley. 

Your day culminates with a cocktail party 

atop the deck of your ship as you bid 

farewell to New York City. Enjoy the 

unparalleled views of the harbour, the 

illuminated Statue of Liberty and the  

iconic city skyline. (BLD)

Day 7. Roosevelt Estate & Gardens, 

Poughkeepsie. A short cruise takes you 

from Bear Mountain to West Point, located 

in the heart of the Hudson River Valley.  

This morning choose to visit either the West 

Point Military Academy campus, including 

its gothic revival style chapel. Alternatively 

visit Boscobel with its colonial architecture 

or Stonecrop with its magnificent garden. 

Heading north on the Hudson River you 

will stop in Poughkeepsie. Here choose to 

visit either historic Hyde Park, including a 

visit to Springwood, the estate of Franklin 

D. Roosevelt, America’s only four-term 

president. Alternatively visit the Vanderbilt 

Mansion, a National Historic site. You are 

sure to enjoy its 211 acres of parkland that 

boast centuries old tree plantings and 

stunning Hudson River and Catskill 

Mountain views. (BLD)

Day 8. The Mount, Naumkeag Mansion 

& Gardens. Arrive in Troy, known for its 

unparalleled Victorian architecture and 

abundant Tiffany windows as seen in such 

films as Edith Wharton’s Age of Innocence. 

Here, witness the unique feat of lowering 

the ship’s pilot house as we prepare to 

travel under the low bridges of the Erie 

Canal. A visit to The Mount is sure to be  

a fascinating one of historical significance; 

especially for those interested in women’s 

history. It is a turn-of-the-century home that 

Edith Wharton designed and built herself. 

She was an established author of fiction, 

architecture and gardens. Later visit 

Naumkeag Mansion and gardens and 

experience a quintessential country estate  

of the Gilded Age. Marvel at this rare 

Berkshire cottage, its magnificent gardens 

and the incredible panoramic view. (BLD)

Day 9. Troy, Erie Canal Lock 11 & 

Amsterdam. Today your river ship will  

pass through Lock 11 of the Erie Canal  

to Amsterdam. (BLD)

Day 10. Amsterdam & Sylvan Beach. 

Today you will enjoy a full day on the Erie 

Canal taking in the unspoiled beauty of the 

surrounding countryside. During the day, 

you may choose to visit Cooperstown and 

meet the ship later in the day at Sylvan 

Beach. Located in the foothills of the 

Catskill Mountains, Cooperstown is best 

known as the ‘Birthplace of Baseball’ and  

is home to the renowned Baseball Hall  

of Fame and Museum. Choose to visit 

Fenimore Art Museum or Farmers Museum.

Tonight in Sylvan Beach, on the shores of 

shimmering Oneida Lake, a local performer 

will entertain and pay tribute to the history 

and music of the Erie Canal.  (BLD)

US Mansions & Gardens of the Hudson River & Canadian Lakes Cruise   in Fall
19 or 15 Days, including a 14 night cruise through the rivers, lakes and fjords of the northeast travelling from New York to Montréal as the autumn season paints  
a picturesque backdrop. Discover beautiful gardens and incredible wildlife along the Hudson River through the Erie Canal and into Canada’s St Lawrence and Saguenay Rivers.

See beautiful autumn colours 
as you journey through Canada 
and the USA and visit Franklin 
Roosevelt’s home at Hyde Park

Unforgettable Fall Colours

During our US and Canadian journey, 

you’ll explore elaborate mansions and 

thoughtfully landscaped estates. The 

diverse range of gardens we visit will 

inspire, motivate and challenge you  

in your own horticultural endeavours. 

Styles vary from formal to casual, 

intimate to grand, but all with 

something different to offer. It’s a truly 

special experience to visit this region in 

the Fall. The striking hues and vibrancy 

of the foliage, as well as the tantalising 

seasonal produce, is sure to make your 

trip memorable. This is an incredible 

journey, unique to Botanica, and not  

to be missed.

Back by 
Popular 
Demand
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Enjoy the comfort of cosy, intimate cabins onboard the MV Grande Mariner  
on this unique cruise, plus visit homes of famous Americans and Canadians  
including Edith Wharton’s home and garden, The Mount

Lake Ontario
New York City

Montréal

Wilmington
Pennsylvania New Jersey

Delaware

New YorkOntario

Washington D.C.

Erie Canal
Troy

Poughkeepsie

Oswego

Thousand Islands

Québec City

Saguenay River

2
2

Coach
Cruise
No. of nights stay

Brandywine ValleyUSA

Canada

MV Grande Mariner
14

2016 Dates & Prices (A$) 

BTUS19 (Washington to Montréal)

 22 September 2016 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person  $15,995 $23,695

BTUS15 (New York to Montréal)

 26 September 2016 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person  $11,995 $18,545 

 Cabin Upgrades 
 Prices shown are based on a Category D Cabin. 

See page 62 for suite & deck plans. 

To upgrade, add per person:

Category Deck Twin Share Solo Trav.

C Main $495 $745

B Sun $995 $1,495

A Sun $2,695 $5,390

 Tour Notes: Travel on the Saguenay River  
and Rimouski is dependent on weather and overall 
conditions. This ship is not as luxurious as our 
European ships. 

“Cruise where other ships can’t”

The MV Grande Mariner

The Grande Mariner is designed to travel 

where larger ships can’t. The retractable 

pilot house allows it to slip gently 

beneath low bridges and transit narrow 

locks and rivers. It is like sailing on a 

friend’s yacht but with the comfort and 

safety of an American crew and friendly 

staff. From the lounge area enjoy 180° 

panoramas of pristine environments and 

small towns. Dining is casual, with an 

open seating policy. Cabins are air-

conditioned and comfortable with either 

slide windows or portholes. Whilst the 

ship can accommodate 96 people, 

Botanica will only be taking 75, making 

this a very relaxing experience. 

US Mansions & Gardens of the Hudson River & Canadian Lakes Cruise   in Fall
19 or 15 Days, including a 14 night cruise through the rivers, lakes and fjords of the northeast travelling from New York to Montréal as the autumn season paints  
a picturesque backdrop. Discover beautiful gardens and incredible wildlife along the Hudson River through the Erie Canal and into Canada’s St Lawrence and Saguenay Rivers.

Day 11. Sylvan Beach & Oswego Canal. 
Cruise along the Oswego Canal to Oswego 
on the shores of magnificent Lake Ontario. 
You may choose to take a local shuttle on a 
panoramic loop around this charming area 
and view some of the highlights. (BLD)

Day 12. Boldt Castle & Garden, Thousand 

Islands & Alexander Bay. Cruise to 
Clayton. Visit the Antique Boat Museum 
and the majestic Boldt Castle and gardens 
where you will learn of the touching story 
behind its creation. Enjoy scenic cruising 
through the beautiful Thousand Islands, a 
favourite holiday destination. (BLD)

Day 13. Alexander Bay, Dark Island & 

Ogdensburg. Visit tiny Dark Island in 
Chippewa Bay and tour Singer Castle. 
Afterwards, journey on to Ogdensburg 
where you might like to visit the Frederic 
Remington Art Museum.  (BLD)

Day 14. St. Lawrence Seaway.  
Crossing into Canada, you will cruise the  
St. Lawrence Seaway, a system of locks, 
canals, and channels dotted with waterfront 
communities, scenic islands, and amazing 
wildlife habitats. (BLD)

Day 15. Québec City. Today you will take  
a tour of the private garden of La Seigneurie 
de I’ile d’Orleans. Afterwards, a sightseeing 
tour will introduce you to the highlights of 

the beautiful city of Québec. (BLD)

Day 16. Rimouski & Les Jardins de Metis. 

Cruise north along the St. Lawrence River 

passing the beautiful Saguenay River en 

route to Rimouski. Be sure to look out for 

whales as this is one of the world’s best 

locales for whale watching. A private visit 

and guided tour of Les Jardins de Metis 

(also known as Reford Gardens) is sure to 

be a fascinating one. The unique garden is 

bold and innovative, yet traditional. Few 

gardens have been built in such difficult 

and harsh conditions as the Québec 

climate; it is a story of triumph. (BLD)

Day 17. Saguenay River & St. Lawrence 

River. Cruise to the breathtaking Saguenay 

River, boarded by dramatic cliffs which 

create some of Canada’s most stunning 

natural scenery. You then cruise south on 

the St. Lawrence River to your next 

destination, Montréal. (BLD)

Day 18. Montréal. Arrive in Montréal this 

afternoon and embark on a city highlights 

tour. Then, enjoy a guided tour of the 

world famous Jardin Botanique de Montréal 

located in the Olympic Park. Here, marvel 

at over 20,000 species of plants as you 

explore the 31 gardens which have been 

planted over 75 hectares. (BLD)

Day 19. Depart Montréal. Disembark in 

Montréal and transfer to the airport for your 

onward flight. (B)

A
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Included (19 days)

 � Services of a Cruise Director  
& Botanical Guide, Judy Horton

 � Airport transfers on first & last day, 
tipping & port taxes

 � 49 Meals – 18 Breakfasts (B),  
13 Lunches (L) & 18 Dinners (D)

 � House beer, wine & soft drink with lunch 
& dinner on board ship

Highlights (19 days) 

 � See Winterthur and Longwood Gardens 
in the Brandywine Valley

 � Visit the garden of Chanticleer

 � Explore New York Botanical Gardens  
& the Highline

 � Sail past the Statue of Liberty

 � See Franklin Roosevelt’s former home

 � Visit the Vanderbilt Mansion 

 � Explore The Mount, Edith Wharton’s 
garden and home

 � Travel through the Erie Canal to  
the Thousand Islands

 � Explore Mt Vernon, home of America’s 
first ‘gardening president’

 � Visit Singer Castle in Chippewa Bay

 � See the sights of Québec 

 � Sail the Saguenay River, one of the best 
places in the world to see whales

 � Travel to Montréal City and enjoy  
a guided tour

 � See influential North American 
landscape architecture at Naumkeag  
in the Berkshires

 � Visit JD Rockefeller’s Kykuit Mansion  
& art collection

Medium Fitness see page 8

Boutique
Cruising

Exclusive  
& Private 

Cruise
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Australasia
Enter into Botanica’s own 

backyard and discover a world  

of diverse natural and created 

gardens. Choose from a wide 

range of short breaks that include 

iconic attractions and gourmet 

experiences in our unique  

capital cities and charming 

regional towns.

Meet private garden owners  

who will guide you around their 

gardens sharing their experiences 

and achievements. 

Enjoy personalised small group 

touring in Australia and  

New Zealand as you travel beyond 

the garden gate with Botanica.

Short-stays & Stopovers   
Break your journey and discover new cultures

Singapore Stopover
2 night stopover. Break up your long 

haul flight by stopping off in Singapore. 

Stay at the luxurious Fairmont Hotel  

in the heart of Singapore.

Day 1. Arrive Singapore. Be met at the 

airport and be transferred to your hotel.  

Two Nights: Singapore, The Fairmont 

Hotel or similar

Day 2. Gardens by the Bay. Spend time 

at Gardens by the Bay, a vision of creativity 

and world-class design that incorporates  

a city within a garden. Marvel at this 

innovative and awe-inspiring garden 

which captures the essence of Singapore, 

set over 101 hectares with more than  

a quarter of a million rare plants.  

Explore a range of botanical environments 

including the Flower Dome, a world  

of perpetual spring; the Supertree Grove, 

with its towering vertical garden and  

trees of up to 16 stories high; Dragonfly 

and Kingfisher Lakes, an enthralling 

aquatic ecosystem featuring a 440-metre 

boardwalk; and Cloud Forest, a master-

piece shrouded in mist, housing rare 

plants and diverse vegetation. Enjoy  

free time this afternoon to enjoy the 

sights of Singapore at leisure. (B)

Day 3. Depart Singapore. Transfer to  

the airport for your onward flight. (B)

Dubai Stopover
2 night stopover. Stay at the luxurious 

Sofitel Jumeirah Beach Resort in Dubai’s 

most vibrant neighbourhood, The Walk, 

in Jumeirah Beach Residence.

Day 1. Arrive Dubai. Be met at the 

airport and be transferred to your hotel.  

Two Nights: Dubai, Sofitel Jumeirah 

Beach Resort or similar

Day 2. Dubai City Tour & Butterfly 

Garden. Experience a fascinating insight 

into Dubai’s rich history. Your half day 

journey will include some of Dubai’s most 

spectacular landmarks. Marvel at Burj  

Al Arab (Tower of the Arabs), the world’s 

only 7-star hotel. Jumeirah Mosque: 

renowned for being the only mosque  

in Dubai opening its doors to the public  

and dedicated to receiving non-Muslim 

guests. Explore Dubai Museum, built in 

1787, it is the oldest existing building  

in Dubai. Later visit the world’s largest 

covered Butterfly Garden, boasting an 

amazing view of thousands of butterflies. 

This garden consists of nine custom built 

domes, a museum and a butterfly-shaped 

flower park showcasing 3D flower designs 

following the butterfly theme.  (B)

Day 3. Depart Dubai. Transfer to the 

airport for your onward flight. (B)

Included

 � Airport transfers on first & last day, 
tipping & porterage

 � 2 Meals – 2 Breakfasts (B)

 � Entry & transfers to Gardens  
by the Bay

 � Two nights in Singapore at the 
luxurious Fairmont Hotel

Fairmont Hotel Singapore

The luxurious Fairmont 

Hotel, is situated in the 

heart of Singapore. The 

lavish guest rooms offer  

a wealth of amenities for 

the highest degree of 

pampering. Enjoy an 

extensive range of globally inspired 

dining choices and discover peace and 

tranquillity at the Willow Stream Spa.

2016/17 Prices (A$) BTSTOSIN3

Prices per person Twin Share Solo Trav. 

2016 $895 $1,595

2017 $1,095 $1,895

All dates on request

Tour Notes: Confirmation subject to 
availability by hotel. No Botanical Guide  
will be on this tour.

Included

 � Airport transfers on first & last day, 
tipping & porterage

 � 2 Meals – 2 Breakfasts (B)

 � Two nights in Dubai at the 
luxurious Sofitel Jumeirah Beach 
Resort, Government taxes included

 � Half-day Dubai city tour

 � Entry & transfers to Butterfly Garden

Sofitel Jumeirah Beach Resort

The luxurious 5-star Sofitel Jumeirah 
Beach Resort stands proudly amid the 
tall, majestic buildings of Jumeirah 
Beach Residence in Dubai Marina.  
The lavish guest rooms offer superb 
comfort with a wealth of amenities for 
the highest degree of pampering.

2017 Prices (A$) BTSTODXB3

Prices per person Twin Share Solo Trav. 

 $1,295 $2,245

Tour Notes: Confirmation subject to 
availability by hotel. No Botanical Guide  
will be on this tour. Tourism Dirham fee  
is additional and payable by the guest  
upon Check in. Timings of the city tour  
and Butterfly Garden are flexible. If flight 
times permit, the two may be done on 
separate days.
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Melbourne Flower Show & Gardens of the North-East
8 or 6 Days with a Botanical Guide in a small group. Discover Melbourne and its picturesque surrounds, visit private gardens and enjoy the famous  
Melbourne International Flower and Garden Show. Then travel to Victoria’s beautiful north-east to explore Bright, Beechworth and Milawa.

Private Gardens, History & Gourmet 

Day 1. Arrive Melbourne. Be met at the 
airport and transferred to your hotel. After  
a Welcome Dinner at 6.30pm you will hear 
a special lecture from Teena Crawford, a 
regular judge at the Melbourne Flower Show. 
Five Nights: Melbourne, Marriott Hotel  
or similar (D)

Day 2. Blackwood & Mt Macedon.  
Visit the Garden of St Erth, one of Australia’s 
most exciting cool climate gardens, home 
to a collection of rare and unusual plants. 
After, visit another private garden.  (B)

Day 3. Dandenong Ranges. This morning 
we visit a beautiful private garden in the 
Dandenongs. Continue to Cloudehill Garden, 
with its extensive herbaceous borders, roses 
and azalea walks. This afternoon we visit a 
wholesale conifer nursery, and learn about 
the propagation of 600 varieties of these 
plants before returning to Melbourne. (B)

Day 4. Cranbourne Botanic Gardens & 
Heronswood. Visit the Cranbourne Botanic 
Gardens with its exciting Australian garden. 
Continue to Heronswood Garden in 
Dromana, the home of the Diggers Club. 
After a tasting plate lunch we visit a lovely 
private garden featured on Monty Don’s, 

Around the World in 80 Gardens television 
program, then return to Melbourne. (BL)

Day 5. Melbourne Flower Show.  
Enjoy a full day at the acclaimed Melbourne 
International Flower and Garden Show, 
rated among the top five flower and garden 
shows in the world. This evening enjoy 
dinner at the hotel. (BD)

Day 6. Yarra Valley & North East Victoria. 
(6 Day BTM6 guests depart the tour after 
breakfast.) Today we journey to the Yarra 
Valley region and Alowyn Garden, in Yarra 
Glen. In Milawa this afternoon, you can visit 
the gourmet cheese and mustard factories, 
as well as Brown Brothers winery. 
Two Nights: Milawa, Lindenwarrah Hotel  
or similar (BD)

Day 7. Private Garden Visits. Today you’ll 
visit a number of beautiful private gardens 
around the north-east. Visit the town of 
Bright, renowned for its autumn leaves. This 
evening enjoy a Farewell Dinner. (BD)

Day 8. Beechworth & Depart Melbourne. 
Enjoy a tour and free time in Beechworth  
to explore the quaint shops. Arrive at 
Melbourne airport at around 5.00pm,  
or the Marriott Hotel around 6.00pm. (B)

Melbourne Flower Show

The Melbourne International Flower  

& Garden Show is considered to be  

one of the largest and most successful 

horticultural events in the southern 

hemisphere. This world-class event is held 

in the Carlton Gardens and inside the 

World Heritage-listed Royal Melbourne 

Exhibition Building. This grand old 

building is an attraction in itself. Stay  

at the luxurious Marriott Hotel situated 

near the Flower Show and enjoy many 

of Melbourne’s fine dining options.

Small 
Group

Included (8 days)

 � Services of a Botanical Guide  
& experienced Coach Captain

 � Airport transfers on first & last day of tour

 � 12 Meals – 7 Breakfasts (B),  
1 Lunch (L) & 4 Dinners (D)

 � Travel in a small group aboard a  
luxury vehicle with space to spread out

 � Stay five nights in the centrally-located 
5-star Marriott Hotel in Melbourne  
& two nights at the beautiful 
Lindenwarrah Hotel in Milawa

Highlights (8 days)

 � Experience the Melbourne Flower 
Show and a pre-visit lecture by a judge

 � Visit the Diggers Club gardens –
Heronswood and St Erth

 � Visit private gardens exclusive to 
Botanica and meet the owners

 � Travel to the Dandenong Ranges  
& Cloudehill Gardens

 � Visit Australia’s largest conifer nursery 

 � Tour the Australian Garden at the 
Cranbourne Botanic Gardens

 � Explore Milawa, Beechworth & Bright

 � Learn about the regions visited from 
your local coach captain

Low Fitness see page 8

Visit gardens around Melbourne 
& enjoy the sights of this 

cosmopolitan city

2016/17 Dates & Prices (A$) 

8 Day BTM8 – Melbourne & Milawa

14 March 2016 Twin Share  Solo Trav. 

Per person $4,445 $6,195

13 March 2017  

Per person $4,795 $6,395

6 Day BTM6 – Melbourne Only

14 March 2016 Twin Share  Solo Trav. 

Per person $3,295 $4,795

13 March 2017  

Per person $3,495 $4,795

Tour Notes: Tour date may change, upon 
confirmation of Melbourne Flower Show date.
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Coach
No. of nights stay

Mother’s Day, Melbourne & Mt Macedon in Autumn
5 Days with a Botanical Guide in a small group tour. Immerse yourself in the culture and grandeur of Melbourne and its leading gardens. Visit the beautiful Dandenongs  
in autumn colour and the 2013 Chelsea Flower Show winner’s private garden. 

Private Gardens, History, Art & Music

Day 1. Arrive Melbourne. Arrive in 

Melbourne and transfer to your hotel.  

At 2.00pm visit the famous Hotel Windsor  

for the ultimate High Tea indulgence, 

followed by a walk through one of 

Melbourne’s secret laneways. This evening, 

enjoy a Welcome Dinner. 

Four Nights: Melbourne, Marriott Hotel  

or similar (D)

Day 2. Melbourne. Enjoy a behind the 

scenes visit to the Herbarium and visit the 

National Gallery of Victoria and view the 

world-class permanent collection including 

early Australian landscape paintings by  

von Guerard. We then visit the Royal 

Talbot’s unique Sensory Garden. Located in 

the grounds of the Austin Health’s Royal 

Talbot Rehabilitation Centre lies a healing 

garden haven.  (B)

Day 3. Dandenong Ranges. Today we visit 

the beautiful Dandenong Ranges. Our first 

stop is the private garden of Phillip Johnson, 

the 2013 Chelsea Flower Show winner.  

Afterwards we will drive to the acclaimed 

Cloudehill, where you can wander 

throughout the gardens flushed with the 

autumnal colour of Copper Beeches and 

Maples, thought to be among the largest in 

Victoria. Afterwards we will drive through 

Bickleigh Vale Village, an enchanted village 

that Edna Walling created, and a fine example 

of Walling’s ability to achieve harmony 

between buildings and landscape. (B)

Day 4. Macedon Ranges. This morning 

depart Melbourne for the beautiful 

Macedon Ranges and the Diggers Club 

Garden of St Erth. Next stop is the 

wonderfully picturesque town of Daylesford 

for lunch (own expense). This afternoon  

we visit the tranquil and beautiful garden  

of Tieve Tara, “the Jewel of the Mountain”. 

Continue back to Melbourne where we 

enjoy a special musical performance  

over dinner tonight.  (BD)

Day 5. Private Gardens & Depart 

Melbourne. This morning we visit the 

renowned Forest Glade, recognised as one 

of Australia’s finest private gardens. Enjoy 

time in the garden before a very special 

Mothers Day lunch that awaits at Bolobek, 

considered by many to have one of the 

finest heritage listed gardens in Australia. 

After lunch we take a guided tour 

highlighting Bolobek’s distinctive trees, 

walled rose garden and abundance of 

delicate plants, shrubs and bulbs. 

Return to Melbourne, arriving at Melbourne 

Airport at 4.00pm or the Marriott Hotel  

at 5.00pm.  (BL) 

Autumn in Melbourne

Melbourne lies cloaked under a burnished 

canopy of copper, amber, ruby and gold. 

The leaves of English Oaks, White Poplars, 

Plane trees, elms, conifers and cedars 

drift in the air and float to the ground in 

the city’s European-styled gardens and 

along wide boulevards. Lush southern 

hemisphere evergreens such as Moreton 

Bay Figs and Canary Island dates set off 

the glorious colours of their deciduous 

counterparts and complete the unique 

and glorious colour palette that can only 

be seen in Melbourne in autumn. 

Small 
Group

Included 

 � Services of a Botanical Guide  
& experienced Coach Captain

 � Airport transfers on first & last day  
of tour

 � 7 meals – 4 Breakfasts (B), 1 Lunch (L)  
& 2 Dinners (D)

 � Travel in a small group aboard a luxury 
vehicle with enough room to spread out

 � Stay in a 5-star hotel

Highlights 

 � Enjoy a High Tea at Melbourne’s 
iconic Hotel Windsor

 � Enjoy a special musical soirée

 � Visit private gardens around 
Melbourne 

 � Discover the Royal Talbot Hospital’s 
sensory garden

 � Admire stunning Cloudehill  
and Garden of St Erth in full  
autumn colour

 � Visit Chelsea Flower Show winner, 
Phillip Johnson’s private garden

 � See Edna Walling’s Bickleigh Vale

 � Visit Forest Glade Garden

 � Experience the tranquility of the 
Gardens of Tieve Tara 

 � Tour heritage-listed Bolobek Garden

Low Fitness see page 8

See spectacular autumn colours  
in Melbourne and the 

 Macedon Ranges

2016/17 Dates & Prices (A$) BTMD5

4 May 2016 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $2,995 $3,895

10 May 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $2,995 $3,995
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Private Gardens, History & Art 

Day 1. Arrive Melbourne to Warragul.  

Be picked up at Melbourne Airport at 

8.30am or the Marriott Hotel at 9.30am. 

Travel east towards Warragul. On the way, 

we visit Janalli Gardens, with design 

elements from the countries that have 

contributed to the settlement of Australia, 

as well as a selection of Australian native 

plants and Australian bush food plants. 

Continue to Jindivick Rare Plant Nursery, 

and have time to browse the plant selection, 

shop and have lunch. We will then visit 

Broughton Hall, with a backdrop of the 

Tarago Reservoir, a terraced garden of  

four acres cascades down the slope towards 

the water. Enjoy a Welcome Dinner tonight. 

Two Nights: Warragul, Best Western  

or similar  (D)

Day 2. Private Garden Visits. Travel to 

Neerim South, to the Lillico glass blowing 

studio. Visit the shop and enjoy the garden, 

a series of meandering paths leading to 

herbaceous borders, established trees, 

pleached lagerstroemia, rose arbours, dry 

creek bed and many inviting garden seats. 

Glass water features, sculptures and quirky 

objects are a special feature of the garden. 

Continue to a private garden where lovely 

bursts of spring colour will delight. Enjoy 

lunch at The Red Parrot in Noojee, before 

visiting another private garden. We then 

return to our accommodation  

for dinner.  (BLD)

Day 3. Metung. This morning we depart 

Warragul and head towards Metung 

situated on the stunning Gippsland Lakes.  

On the way we will visit a homestead 

garden before visiting the private garden  

of Gracemere, a dry and sustainable garden 

with minimal water usage and distant views 

of the Gippsland Lakes. Enjoy the sculptures 

made from old farm materials, dotted around 

the garden. We will arrive into Metung late 

afternoon, to settle into our hotel. 

Two Nights: Metung, The Moorings  

or similar (BD)

Day 4. Gippsland Lakes. This morning 

enjoy a relaxing morning cruise on the 

Gippsland Lakes. Continue to Paynesville, 

where we will see the fascinating canal 

development in the town, before visiting  

a private courtyard garden. Return to 

Metung for a Farewell Dinner. (BD)

Day 5. Private Gardens & Depart 

Melbourne. This morning we leave Metung 

to make our way back to Melbourne. On 

the way we visit another private garden and 

have the chance to meet the owner. Arrive 

back to Melbourne Airport at 5.00pm or the 

Marriott Hotel at around 6.00pm.  (B)
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Combine With

This tour can be combined with:

 � SA Wine, Roses, History & Art 
(BTWR5) page 52

Enquire for more details.

Ornamental Gardens & Picturesque Gippsland Lakes
5 Days with a Botanical Guide in a small group. Discover the beautiful Gippsland Lakes region. Visit a range of private gardens, see historic homes and enjoy 
the scenery of this beautiful part of Victoria in spring.

Small 
Group

Included 

 � Services of a Botanical Guide  
& experienced Coach Captain

 � Airport transfers on first & last day of tour

 � 9 Meals – 4 Breakfasts (B), 1 Lunch (L) 
& 4 Dinners (D)

 � Travel in a small group aboard a  
luxury vehicle with space to spread out

Highlights 

 � Learn about the history of the region 
from your Coach Captain

 � Visit a range of private gardens,  
each with their own unique points  
of interest and meet the owners

 � Explore Jindivick Rare Plant Nursery 
and the private garden Broughton Hall

 � See Lillico glass blowing studio  
and explore the lovely gardens 

 � See ornamental gardens of Gippsland 
and be inspired for your own garden

 � Enjoy a relaxing cruise on the 
Gippsland lakes

 � Learn about the plants and gardens 
from your Botanical Guide 

 � Stay at the beautiful waterfront 
Metung property, The Moorings,  
on the Gippsland Lakes

 Tour Notes: Some dinners and breakfasts  
 are away from the hotels

 Low Fitness see page 8 2016/17 Dates & Prices (A$) BTGIP5

15 October 2016 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $2,595 $2,945

16 October 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $2,795 $2,995

Botanical Guide

Julie Prent has a Diploma  

of Horticultural Science  

from Burnley in Melbourne 

and has been involved in 

horticultural education for 

the last decade. Julie has a very caring 

nature and great enthusiasm for plants, 

which makes her great to travel with  

and she is one of our most popular 

Botanical Guides.

Visit beautiful private gardens  
and enjoy the picturesque 

Gippsland Lakes region
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Brisbane

Noosa

Tamborine Mountain

Nambour

Glass House Mountains

2

1

3

Coach
No. of nights stay

Queensland Garden Festival & Private Gardens
7 Days with a Botanical Guide in a small group. Visit exclusive private gardens, many owned by Botanica Club members, on this special tour.  
Spend time at the highly acclaimed Queensland Garden Expo. Explore the beautiful Tamborine Mountain and enjoy the warmth of the ‘Sunshine State’.

Private Gardens & History 

Day 1. Arrive Brisbane & Botanic 

Gardens. Today we commence our tour  

at 12.30pm at the airport or at the Sofitel 

Hotel at 1.30pm. Enjoy a visit to the 

Brisbane Botanic Gardens, where we  

will enjoy a guided tour. The gardens were 

established in 1970 after the Brisbane City 

Botanic Gardens had to be relocated due  

to flooding and subsequent damage to the 

plant collections. Later in the afternoon,  

we will visit the Roma Street Parklands with 

its fantastic collection of public art nestled 

in a unique urban park setting. This 

evening, you have the opportunity to get  

to know your fellow guests at a special 

Welcome Dinner.  

Stay: Brisbane, Sofitel Hotel or similar (D)

Day 2. Noosa Private Gardens. Today, we 

depart Brisbane and head north towards the 

Sunshine Coast. Along the way we will visit 

three unique private gardens all making 

good use of tropical plants and get to meet 

the garden owners. We will stop at the 

spectacular Glass House Mountains to enjoy 

a light lunch with magnificent views before 

arriving at the RACV Noosa Resort.  

Three Nights: Noosa, RACV Resort  

or similar (BLD)

Day 3. Ginger Factory & Garden Visits. 

Depart Noosa this morning for Stringy  

Bark Cottage, near Eumundi. This garden  

is a wonderful combination of meandering 

rock paths and vine covered arches that  

lead visitors into quaint garden rooms.  

For lunch, we travel to the Ginger Factory  

in Yandina where we will also enjoy a tour 

of the ginger processing plant and stroll 

through the fantastic gardens. In the 

afternoon, we head a little further south  

to an exclusive private garden in Flaxton. (BL)

Day 4. Queensland Garden Expo.  

Spend time at the highly acclaimed 

Queensland Garden Expo with wonderful 

displays. In the afternoon, we visit the unique 

Maroochy Bushland Botanic Garden, which 

showcases the flora native to this area. We 

return to Noosa via the scenic coast road. (B)

Day 5. Southern Garden Visits. Today  

we head south to Tamborine Mountain.  

In the morning, we stop in Woombye in the 

Sunshine Coast hinterland to visit another 

exclusive private garden. We then make our 

way to the multifaceted and award-winning 

Joncia Garden, for lunch. This garden 

displays elements from many garden 

traditions, including a Japanese garden, 

complete with an oriental bridge and areas 

dedicated to natives and tropicals. We then 

arrive at our hotel on Tamborine Mountain. 

This historic hotel is one of the oldest 

Manor Hotels in Queensland, set amid  

2 acres of lush gardens on the highest  

point of spectacular Tamborine Mountain. 

Two Nights: Tamborine Mountain, 

Bungunyah Manor Resort or similar (BLD)

Day 6. Tamborine Mountain. Owing to 

the cooler climate, Tamborine Mountain is 

a haven for plants more commonly seen in 

temperate regions. In the morning we arrive 

at Tallaringa, to admire one of Australia’s 

most delightful private collections of 

magnolias and michelias along with 

colourful rhododendrons. We will take  

time to wander through the Tamborine 

Mountain Botanic Gardens, and then visit 

the gorgeous ‘Glenloch’ for lunch, followed 

by a tour of the European inspired garden. 

Enjoy a Farewell Dinner this evening. (BLD)

Day 7. Depart Brisbane. After a morning 

at leisure, we depart Tamborine Mountain 

for a drop off at Brisbane Airport (arrive 

approximately 12.30pm) or the Sofitel 

Hotel (arrive approximately 1.30pm),  

where our tour concludes. (B)

 

Small 
Group

Included 

 � Services of a Botanical Guide  
& experienced Coach Captain

 � Airport transfers on first & last day  
of tour

 � 14 Meals – 6 Breakfasts (B),  
4 Lunches (L) & 4 Dinners (D)

 � Travel in a small group aboard a  
luxury vehicle with room to spread out

 � Stay in 4-5 star hotels

Low Fitness see page 8

Highlights 

 � Learn about the history of the area 
from your local Coach Captain

 � Guided visit of the Brisbane Botanic 
Gardens and Roma Street Parklands

 � Visit private gardens, many owned  
by Botanica guests

 � Explore the Queensland Garden Expo

 � Enjoy lunch with a view at the  
Glass House Mountains

 � Visit private, cool-climate gardens  
on Tamborine Mountain 

 � Discover Stringy Bark Cottage 

 � Enjoy lunch and a tour of the  
Ginger Factory at Yandina

 � Learn about tropical plants & fruit 
growing from your Botanical Guide

 � Stay on Tamborine Mountain with 
wonderful views over the landscape

Relax at the RACV Resort Noosa 
and explore private gardens in  

South East Queensland

2016/17 Dates & Prices (A$) BTQLD7

6 July 2016 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $3,895 $4,995

5 July 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $3,995 $4,995
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Botanical Guide 

Julie has a Diploma of 

Horticultural Science  

from Burnley and has been 

involved in horticultural 

education for a decade. 

Private Gardens, History & Gourmet 

Day 1. Arrive Cairns. You will be picked  
up at Cairns Airport at 12.30pm or from  
the Pullman Cairns at 1.30pm. Commence 
the tour with a visit to the Botanic Gardens 
in Cairns with its rainforest boardwalk. 
Travel to Palm Cove where you will enjoy  
a Welcome Dinner this evening.  
Three Nights: Palm Cove, Reef House  
or similar  (D)

Day 2. South Cairns Gardens. Today our 
tour travels south to visit Broken Nose Vanilla 
farm to learn about this very special orchid. 
Continue to Paronella Gardens, a dream 
garden built in the early 1900s by Spaniard 
Jose Paronella. Enjoy lunch at this amazing 
garden before returning to Palm Cove. (B)

Day 3. Kuranda Highlands. This morning 
catch the Skyrail up to the rainforest town 
of Kuranda. Enjoy free time to explore the 
shops, Barron Gorge National Park and the 
Australian Butterfly Sanctuary before taking 
the iconic Scenic Railway back to Freshwater 
to visit a lush tropical private garden. (BD)

Day 4. Gardens of the Atherton 
Tablelands. Visit a special private garden, 
then travel to Mareeba to learn about  
coffee production at a beautiful plantation. 

In the afternoon visit the Mareeba wetlands. 
Tonight be embraced by the rainforest in 
your treetop cabin. 
Three Nights: Mossman, Silky Oaks Lodge 
or similar (BLD)

Day 5. Mossman Gorge & Botanical Ark. 
After a morning in Port Douglas we edge 
our way into the stunning Daintree 
Rainforest. At Mossman Gorge, take in the 
gorgeous views followed by a tour with 
local Kuku Yalanji guides on the Indigenous 
history of the area. After lunch travel to the 
exclusive and highly renowned Botanical 
Ark, famous for its amazing collection of 
rare plants from around the world. (BLD)

Day 6. Daintree & Cape Tribulation.  
Today we visit a private Balinese inspired 
garden before a quick stop at the Daintree 
Tea Company. Enjoy lunch at Cape 
Tribulation followed by an afternoon treat 
at the Daintree Ice-Cream Company. In the 

Port Douglas

Paronella Park

Kuranda

Mareeba

Cape Tribulation
Daintree National Park

Cairns

Palm Cove

Mossman

3

3
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Coach
No. of nights stay

Far North Queensland Tropical Gardens & Food Plants
7 Days with a Botanical Guide in a small group. Combining private gardens, nature’s garden and productive gardens in tropical Far North Queensland.  
Stay in the stunning Mossman Silky Oaks Lodge and at Palm Cove, try local produce and see private gardens and meet their owners.

2016/17 Dates & Prices (A$) BTFNQ7

1 September 2016 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $3,895 $4,995

2  September 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $4,295 $5,295

Silky Oaks Lodge

Silky Oaks is a luxury eco lodge situated 

on the Mossman River Gorge, the ideal 

location to appreciate the natural 

tropical environment. The lodge offers  

a choice of tree house accommodation, 

all with individual and personalised 

touches. The open-sided Tree House 

restaurant perches high above the 

rainforest and river and provides an 

exquisite, award winning, dining 

experience. Sit amongst the rainforest 

canopy and enjoy a refreshing cocktail 

at the bar then dine on the freshest of 

Australian produce with innovative 

seasonal menus.

Small 
Group

A
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Enjoy the warmth of Far North 
Queensland and marvel at the 

unique tropical flora of the region

Included 

 � Services of a Botanical Guide  
& experienced Coach Captain

 � Airport transfers on first & last day of tour

 � 13 Meals – 6 Breakfasts (B),  
2 Lunches (L) & 5 Dinners (D)

 � Travel in a small group aboard a  
luxury vehicle with enough spare seats 
for guests to spread out

 � Stay 3 nights in Palm Cove & 3 nights  
at Silky Oaks Lodge

Highlights 

 � Learn about the history of the region 
from your local Coach Captain

 � Stay 3 nights in Silky Oaks Lodge 

 � Visit the incredible Botanical Ark

 � Explore the Spanish dream garden  
of Paronella Park

 � Visit the Daintree Rainforest

 � Travel to the unique town of Kuranda 
aboard the Skyrail and enjoy a scenic 
train ride back

 � Visit Cairns Botanic Gardens

 � Spend time in Port Douglas

 � Explore private gardens of Far North 
Queensland 

 � Discover rare and unusual food plants

afternoon there will be a visit to Thornton 
Beach and the opportunity to wander along 
the Mardja Trail to see some of the oldest 
rainforest in the world. Tonight enjoy a 
Farewell Dinner.   (BD)

Day 7. Depart Cairns. This morning we 
visit a beautiful private garden before the 
tour concludes at Cairns Airport at 12.30pm 
or the Pullman Cairns at 1.30pm.  (B)

Combine With

This tour can be combined with:

 � WA Wildflowers & Landscapes 
(BTWA10) page 53

Enquire for more details. Medium Fitness see page 8
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Victoria

South Australia

Adelaide Hahndorf

Seppeltsfield Winery

4

Maggie Beer’s

Coach
No. of nights stay

Barossa Valley

Adelaide Hills

SA Wine, Roses, History, Gardens & Art
5 Days with a Botanical Guide in a small group. Combining Adelaide – the ‘City of Churches’ – and the world-renowned Barossa Valley, as well as the attractions  

of the Adelaide Hills. See private gardens, try local produce, enjoy art experiences and learn about the history of the region on this short break.

Private Gardens, History, Gourmet & Art

Day 1. Arrive Adelaide & Sightseeing.  

Be met at Adelaide airport at 12.30pm or 

the Sebel Playford hotel at 1.30pm. This 

afternoon, enjoy a city sightseeing tour 

including tastings at the Adelaide Wine 

Centre followed by a Welcome Dinner  

this evening. 

Four Nights: Adelaide, centrally located 

5-star The Playford Hotel or similar (D)

Day 2. AL-RU Farm, Maggie Beer’s & 

Seppeltsfield Winery. Enjoy a private 

garden visit to AL-RU Farm, a cattle property 

featuring a stunning garden. Afterwards, 

tour the premier wine growing region of 

the Barossa Valley then visit Maggie Beer’s 

Pheasant Farm. Maggie is a popular cook, 

author, restaurateur and food manufacturer 

and her pheasant farm, has long been 

regarded a bastion of traditional Barossa 

food in the perfect bucolic setting. Here 

enjoy a cooking demonstration and lunch.  

Tour the historic Seppeltsfield Winery,  

with its avenue of stunning date palms. (BL)

Day 3. Carrick Hill & Adelaide. Tour the 

famous Haigh’s Chocolate Factory where 

you will get to sample the exquisite 

delicacies, before visiting Adelaide’s 

Japanese sister-city garden, the serene Himeji 

Gardens. A walled oasis of peace and 

tranquillity, the gardens blend two classic 

Japanese styles, the lake and mountain 

garden as well as the dry garden. After, visit 

Carrick Hill Manor House to see the vast 

gardens and parkland. Admire the highly 

personal art and antique collection 

spanning nearly 400 years and enjoy lunch. 

Later, visit the Urrbrae House precinct, 

including the 20th century rose garden, 

sensory garden and arboretum.  (BL)

Day 4. Adelaide Hills, Hahndorf & Hans 

Heysen’s Studio. This morning explore  

a beautiful private garden in the Adelaide 

Hills. Continue to the quaint German-

influenced village of Hahndorf, with its 

museums, galleries, antique shops and 

stores selling traditional German small-

goods, where you have time to explore.  

We then visit Hans Heysen’s home and 

studio, to see the magnificent gums he  

was so famous for painting. Return to  

your hotel for a Farewell Dinner. (BD)

Day 5. Depart Adelaide, Freedom of 

Choice. This morning you can choose to 

visit the Art Gallery of South Australia, or 

the beautiful Botanic Gardens. Opened to 

the public in 1857, the gardens were 

designed by George Francis, who is said to 

have been influenced by the Royal Botanic 

Gardens at Kew, England and Versailles, 

France, as well as German and Dutch 

stylistic influences. Afterwards, be 

transferred to the airport for domestic 

flights to depart from 1.00pm onwards.  (B)

Small 
Group

Included 

 � Services of a Botanical Guide  
& experienced Coach Captain

 � Airport transfers on first & last day  
of tour

 � 8 Meals – 4 Breakfasts (B),  
2 Lunches (L) & 2 Dinners (D)

 � Travel in a small group aboard a  
luxury vehicle with room to spread out

 � 4 nights at the luxurious and central 
5-star The Playford Hotel

Highlights 

 �  Enjoy a sightseeing tour of Adelaide 
including tastings at the Adelaide 
Wine Centre

 � Explore the Barossa Valley wine 
growing region on a guided tour

 � Visit Maggie Beer’s famous Pheasant 
Farm and Farm Shop for a cooking 
demonstration 

 � Enjoy a wine tasting and tour  
at Seppeltsfield Winery 

 � Visit private gardens & meet owners

 � Explore Hahndorf, the quaint German 
style village

 � Visit Hans Heysen’s home & studio

 � Explore Carrick Hill Manor House

 � Tour Haigh’s Chocolate Factory

Low Fitness see page 8

Meet private garden owners  
and hear how they created  

their gardens 

Combine With

This tour can be combined with:

 � Tasmania in Spring Bloom  
(BTST5) page 57

Enquire for more details.

Maggie Beer’s  
Pheasant Farm

Culinary television personality Maggie 

Beer began her cooking journey from  

her Pheasant Farm in the Barossa Valley. 

On this tour, visit her Farm Shop and 

take the opportunity to purchase  

short-run products or one of Maggie’s 

beautiful cookery books. Enjoy a 

cooking demonstration showcasing 

verjuice and farm produced products.
2016/17 Dates & Prices (A$) BTWR5

10 October 2016 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $2,795 $3,445

8 October 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $2,995 $3,745

Tour Notes:  Maggie Beer’s cooking 

demonstration and lunch is subject to 

confirmation.
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Low Fitness see page 8

Victoria

South Australia

Adelaide Hahndorf

Seppeltsfield Winery

4

Maggie Beer’s

Coach
No. of nights stay

Barossa Valley

Adelaide Hills

 Private Gardens & History 

Day 1. Arrive Perth & Sightseeing. Guests 

are met on arrival at Perth Airport at 1.00pm. 

Take a city tour, including Kings Park with 

400 hectares of delightful gardens with 

more than 1,700 native species. Enjoy a 

Welcome Dinner this evening. 

Stay: Perth, Novotel Langley or similar (D)

Day 2. Geraldton & Wildflower Country. 

This morning we journey to Bindoon to 

visit a native wildflower farm, and afterwards 

visit the historical town of New Norcia, first 

settled in 1846 by the Benedictine monks. 

Visit the renowned Abbey and museum  

with its antique collection. In the afternoon, 

travel to Geraldton with wildflower viewing 

stops where possible.  

Two Nights: Geraldton, Broadwater 

Mariner Resort or similar (BD)

Day 3. Wildflower Experience. Explore  

the local area and discover the amazing 

diversity of wildflowers in season.  (BD)

Day 4. Nambung National Park &  

The Pinnacles. Enjoy the trip south along 

the coast to Leeman and Cervantes, before 

arriving at Nambung National Park. Marvel 

at ancient limestone pillars in the Pinnacles 

Desert, then travel back to Fremantle. 

Two Nights: Fremantle, The Esplanade 

Hotel or similar (BD)

Day 5. Fremantle. This morning visit 

Gardening Australia’s Josh Byrne’s private 

home and garden in Fremantle. Josh is a 

familiar face to Botanica and co-owner and 

founder, Judy Vanrenen presented Josh with 

his Horticultural Media award in 2014 for 

Environmental Gardening. Afterwards enjoy 

a guided tour of the magnificent grounds of 

the University of WA. Enjoy a free afternoon 

to wander the historic harbourside township 

of Fremantle.  (B)

Day 6. Albany. Today we drive to the town 

of Albany passing through Williams and 

stopping at the Rose maze in Kojonup 

before arriving later this afternoon. 

Two Nights: Albany, Dog Rock Hotel  

or similar (BD)

Day 7. Albany Sightseeing, Mt Romance 

Bodycare Factory & Banksia Farm.  

Tour Albany. Later, visit the Mt Romance 

Bodycare Factory. Next, explore the 

wildflower wonderland of Banksia Farm on 

a guided tour with a resident expert.  (BLD)

Day 8. Karri Timber Forests & Valley  

of the Giants Tree Top Walk. Today, head 

to Gloucester National Park and see the 

60-metre tall Gloucester Tree close up on 

the Valley of the Giants Tree Top walk.  

Two Nights: Margaret River, Quality Inn  

or similar (BD)

Day 9. Margaret River Gardens. Today we 

visit a number of private gardens including 

the magnificent Paul Bangay designed 

Secret Garden, followed by a private garden 

in the same area. This afternoon visit Voyager 

Estate Winery and its grand Cape Dutch 

‘werf’ garden featuring 1,600 roses. (BD)

Day 10. Orondo Garden. This morning 

travel to Dwellingup and the grand Orondo 

Farm Garden – made up of gardens, 

orchards and vineyards. After a guided tour 

be transferred to Perth airport at 3.30pm  

or alternatively Perth Novotel Hotel at 

4.30pm, where your journey concludes.  (B)

‘Valley of the Giants’ 
Albany

Fremantle

New Norcia

Margaret
River

Perth

Western Australia

Geraldton

2

2

2

2

1

Coach
No. of nights stay

Nambung 
National 

Park

WA Wildflowers, Landscapes & Private Gardens
10 Days with a Botanical Guide in a small group. Explore nature’s garden, rare and spectacular wildflowers and delightful private gardens, plus some of the iconic sights  
of the southern region of Western Australia. Discover rare orchids in the south of the state, which is home to over 3,000 different species.

Small 
Group

A
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See famous kangaroo paw,  
unique orchids, and have time  

to explore private gardens

Included 

 � Services of a Botanical Guide  
& experienced Coach Captain

 � Airport transfers on first & last day of tour

 � 18 Meals – 9 Breakfasts (B), 1 Lunch 
(L) & 8 Dinners (D)

 � Travel in a small group in a luxury vehicle

 � 2 night stays in centrally located,  
4-5 star hotels

Highlights 

 � Admire the spectacular wildflowers  
of Western Australia

 � Enjoy the Valley of the Giants and  
the Tree Top Walk

 � Visit Banksia Farm & enjoy a bushland 
tour with a local guide

 � Sample wines at Margaret River

 � Visit Gardening Australia’s Josh Byrne’s 
private home and garden

 � See the Paul Bangay designed  
Secret Garden

 � Visit private gardens not normally 
open to the public

 � Enjoy time to explore historic Fremantle

Combine With

This tour can be combined with:

 � Far North Queensland (BTFNQ7) 
page 51

 � NSW Floriade & Private Gardens 
(BTNF8) page 54

Enquire for more details.

2016/17 Dates & Prices (A$) BTWA10

10 September 2016 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $4,995 $6,445

9 September 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $4,995 $6,445 

Tour Notes: The facilities we have chosen in 
regional areas are the best possible available, 
however accommodation, service and dining 
options are limited.

Visit Josh Byrne’s  
Private Garden

Gardening author and presenter  

Josh Byrne is well known as the WA host 

of ABC TV’s Gardening Australia.
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Sydney

Leura

Bowral

Canberra

New South Wales

Blue Mountains
National Park

Mayfield Gardens

Hunter 
Valley

Monaro High Country

2

2

1

Coach
No. of nights stay

2

NSW Floriade, Tulips & Private Gardens
8 or 5 Days with a Botanical Guide in a small group. Take in the delights of the Southern Highlands gardens, the Bowral Tulip Festival, Canberra’s sights  
and enjoy the splendour of Floriade, as well as private gardens of the Monaro, the majesty of the Blue Mountains, and Hunter Valley Gardens.

Private Gardens, History, Gourmet & Art

Day 1. Arrive Sydney to Bowral. Depart 

Sydney Hotel at 9.30am or Sydney Airport 

at 10.00am travel to Bowral in the Southern 

Highlands. Visit the Bradman Museum, 

then Greenbrier Park, private garden.  

Enjoy a Welcome Dinner this evening. 

Two Nights: Bowral, Gibraltar Hotel  

or similar (D)

Day 2. Red Cow Farm, Moidart & Bowral 

Tulip Festival. Visit Red Cow Farm, then 

onto Moidart, with its sunken rose garden. 

Visit Bowral’s Tulip Festival, an annual event 

showcasing an array of spring colour. (BD)

Day 3. Floriade & Canberra Sightseeing, 

Freedom of Choice. Today we head to 

Floriade, Australia’s celebration of spring 

with its mass of colourful bulbs. Enjoy a 

sightseeing tour of Canberra along with 

spectacular views from atop of Mt Ainslie. 

Later, choose to visit either the Australian 

War Memorial, Art Gallery, or take a tour  

of new Parliament House. 

Two Nights: Canberra, Novotel Hotel  

or similar (BD)

Day 4. Private Gardens of the Monaro. 

Today we travel south to the Monaro High 

Country, and stunning private gardens, 

situated on historic merino sheep and cattle 

stations. Meet the owners and enjoy a 

delicious home cooked lunch.  (BLD)

Day 5. Canberra to Sydney. Stroll around 

the 10 acres of tulips and other spring 

flowers at Tulip Top Garden. Drive through 

Mt Annan Botanic Gardens, the largest in 

Australia, covering 400 hectares. (5 Day 

BTNF5 guests depart Sydney Airport at 

5.00pm or the hotel at 6.00pm)  

Stay: Sydney, Marriot Pier One  

or similar (B)

Day 6. Hunter Valley Gardens. Travel to 

the Hunter Valley wine region to the Hunter 

Valley Gardens. Spanning over 25 hectares, 

there are 12 feature gardens to explore.  

Continue on to the Blue Mountains  

this afternoon.  

Two Nights: Leura, Fairmont Resort  

or similar  (B)

Day 7. Mayfield Garden. Spend some time 

in Leura this morning and visit a private 

garden before travelling to privately owned 

Mayfield Garden, the largest privately 

owned cool climate garden in Australia. 

Enjoy a Farewell Dinner this evening.  (BLD)

Day 8. Blue Mountains & Depart Sydney. 

Enjoy the beauty of the region and admire 

the Three Sisters before visiting the private 

garden of Nooroo with magnificent wisteria.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will visit the Mt Tomah Botanic Gardens, 

to see Himalayan rhododendrons and more. 

Arrive back to Sydney airport at 5.00pm or 

Sydney hotel at 6.00pm.  (B)

Small 
Group

Included (8 days) 

 � Services of a Botanical Guide  
& experienced Coach Captain

 � Airport transfers on first & last day of tour

 � 14 Meals – 7 Breakfasts (B),  
2 Lunches (L) & 5 Dinners (D)

 � Travel in a small group aboard a  
luxury vehicle with room to spread out

 � Stay in centrally located 4-star hotels

Highlights (8 days)

 � Visit Greenbrier Park, Moidart and  
Red Cow Farm Gardens in Bowral

 � Visit the Bradman Museum

 � Attend the Tulip Festival in Bowral

 � Visit Tulip Top Garden outside of 
Canberra

 � Visit cool climate private gardens  
of the Monaro region

 � Explore nature’s garden – the Blue 
Mountains & private gardens

 � Travel to the Hunter Valley Gardens

 � Visit the private garden, Mayfield 

 � Explore Mt Tomah Botanic Gardens

 � Choose to visit the War Museum,  
Art Gallery or New Parliament House 
in Canberra

 � Learn about the region from your  
local Coach Captain

Medium Fitness see page 8

Combine With

This tour can be combined with:

 � WA Wildflowers & Landscapes 
(BTWA10_– 2017 only) page 53 
Enquire for more details.

Celebrate Spring at Floriade

Floriade blooms in Canberra each 

spring, transforming Commonwealth 

Park into a rich tapestry of colour. Over 

one million colourful bulbs and annuals 

create a vibrant and unrivalled display.

2016/17 Dates & Prices (A$) 

8 Day BTNF8 – Bowral, Canberra & Sydney

 20 September 2016 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $4,595 $5,745

 19  September 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $4,795 $5,945

5 Day BTNF5 – Bowral & Canberra

 20 September 2016 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $2,895 $3,495

 19 September 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $2,995 $3,995

Visit the stunning Mayfield  
private garden, the Bowral Tulip 

Festival and visit Parliament 
House in Canberra
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No. of nights stay

Grampians

Victorian Homesteads, Mansions & Gardens
7 or 5 Days with a Botanical Guide in a small group. Explore Victorian homesteads, beautiful private gardens and stately mansions, combined with the spectacular  
scenery of the Grampians, Coonawarra, and the Great Ocean Road. Stay in the famous Royal Mail Hotel in Dunkeld and enjoy dining at their famous restaurant.

Private Gardens, History, Gourmet & Art

Day 1. Arrive Melbourne to Grampians. 

Depart from the Marriott Hotel at 8.00am 

or Melbourne Airport at 9.00am. Arrive at 

the historic town of Beaufort. Continue  

on to the majestic Grampians with a visit  

to Halls Gap to enjoy some time for lunch. 

Arrive at the award winning Royal Mail 

Hotel and enjoy a Welcome Dinner.  

Three Nights: Dunkeld, The Royal Mail 

Hotel or similar (D)

Day 2. Coonawarra & Penola. Travel 

through Coleraine and Penola to Yallum 

Park Homestead, built by John Riddoch, 

founder of Coonawarra. Visit the Mary 

MacKillop Centre and a leading winery  

of the region. In Hamilton enjoy a viewing 

of the art collection at the Gallery, before 

dinner at a local restaurant.  (BD)

Day 3. Private Gardens & Homesteads. 

Tour the kitchen gardens of the Royal Mail 

Hotel before exploring the private gardens 

and homesteads of Toora West, Narrapumelap 

and Wiltshire. Meet the owners, including 

Botanica founder, Judy Vanrenen.  (BLD)

Day 4. Port Fairy & Lorne. Travel to the  

coastal town of Port Fairy to visit a private 

garden, then begin our journey along The 

Great Ocean Road, stopping at the Twelve 

Apostles and travelling through the lush 

Otway National Park to Lorne. 

Stay: Lorne, Mantra Hotel or similar (BD)

Day 5. Geelong & Werribee Park 

Mansion. Today we take a scenic drive on 

the Great Ocean Road and visit The Heights 

homestead and garden in Geelong before 

exploring the low water Botanic Garden 

overlooking Corio Bay. After lunch, we 

travel to Werribee Park Mansion and the 

Victorian State Rose garden before arriving 

back in Melbourne. (5 Day BTHG5 guests 

depart the tour at 5.00pm at the hotel.) 

Two Nights: Melbourne, Marriott Hotel  

or similar (B)

Day 6. Melbourne Mansions.  

This morning we visit the garden of historic 

Como House. Continue to Rippon Lea Estate. 

Built in 1868, this Romanesque-style mansion 

was one of Australia’s last great privately 

owned 19th-century estates, with a garden  

of international significance. Later, is a guided 

tour of the Royal Melbourne Botanic Gardens. 

Enjoy a Farewell Dinner this evening.  (BD)

Day 7. Depart Melbourne. Enjoy a free 

morning in Melbourne, before transferring 

to the airport for your flight home. (B)

Go behind the garden gate to 
explore private gardens & visit 
the country garden of Botanica 

Founder, Judy Vanrenen
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Combine With

This tour can be combined with:

 � Private Gardens & Taste of 
Tasmania (BTT07) page 56

 � New Zealand (BTNZ11) page 59

Enquire for more details.

Wiltshire Garden

This is where Botanica’s founder, Judy 

Vanrenen, found her inspiration to begin 

Botanica, and features in Judy’s book.  

It is an eclectic cottage garden that has 

been in her family for over 60 years and 

contains many drought tolerant plants 

from around the world.

Highlights (7 days)

 � Learn about the history of the 
homesteads and regions you visit

 � Tour historic Narrapumelup 
Homestead

 � Be captivated by the Grampians  
and visit private gardens

 � Visit the Mary MacKillop Centre

 � Admire the Great Ocean Road scenery

 � Discover the grand Como and Rippon 
Lea Mansions’ gardens

 � Explore historic Werribee Park Mansion 
and Victorian State Rose Garden

 � Visit Melbourne and  
Geelong Botanic Gardens

     Low Fitness see page 8

2016/17 Dates & Prices (A$) 

7 Day BTHG7 – Grampians & Melbourne

7 November 2016 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $3,795 $5,195

6 November 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $3,995 $5,395

5 Day BTHG5 – Grampians Only

7 November 2016 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $2,995 $3,995

6 November 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $3,295 $4,295

Small 
Group

Included (7 days)

 � Services of a Botanical Guide,  
Judy Horton, and an experienced  
Coach Captain

 � Airport transfers on first and  
last day of tour

 � 12 Meals – 6 Breakfasts (B), 1 Lunch (L), 
& 5 Dinners (D)

 � Travel in a small group aboard a luxury 
vehicle with room to spread out

 � Stay at the Royal Mail Hotel in Dunkeld 
and the Marriott Hotel in Melbourne

Judy Horton  
– Botanical Guide

Judy Horton is a much-

awarded horticulturist  

who has been a radio 

garden adviser for more 

than 25 years.  
See page 9 for further details about our 
Botanical Guides
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Launceston

Russell
Falls

Richmond
Hobart

Mt Field
National Park

Evandale

Ross

Oatlands

Tasmania

Sheffield 3

3

Coach
No. of nights stay

Private Gardens, Art & Taste of Tasmania
7 Days with a Botanical Guide in a small group. Tour Tasmania’s quaint historic villages, sample delicious Tasmanian fare, plus visit unique private gardens  
not normally open to individual visitors on this leisurely tour. Learn about the history of the State and enjoy art & music experiences.

Private Gardens, History, Music,  

Gourmet & Art

Day 1. Arrive Launceston & Sightseeing. 

Be picked up at the airport at 1.00pm  

or the hotel at 2.00pm. Enjoy a city tour 

which includes the beautiful Cataract Gorge. 

Afterwards, enjoy fine local produce and a 

glass of wine at Josef Chromy Estate before 

a Welcome Dinner at your hotel. 

Three Nights: Launceston, Grand 

Chancellor Hotel or similar (D)

Day 2. Historic Tasmanian Gardens.  

See the villages of Evandale and Longford, 

and enjoy morning tea at the Gourmet Sauce 

and Topiary Garden. Later, visit Brickendon 

Heritage Garden, Woolmers Estate and the 

National Rose Garden. (B)

Day 3. Sheffield & Private Gardens. 

Explore private gardens including Old 

Wesleydale, a peaceful English garden 

abounding with hedges and walls, productive 

potage and lovely vistas drawing from 

borrowed natural landscapes. Visit the 

colourful town of Sheffield, sample delicious 

fare at the Ashgrove Cheese Factory, and 

enjoy a gourmet dinner at Stillwater 

Restaurant this evening.    (BD)

Day 4. Historic Villages of Central 

Tasmania. Discover the delights of central 

Tasmania with a visit to a private garden 

near Launceston. Admire the cottage 

gardens in the historic towns of Oatlands 

and Richmond. At Ross, visit the convict-

built bridge, view the township’s cottage 

gardens before we arrive into Hobart. 

Three Nights: Hobart, Grand Chancellor 

Hotel or similar (BD)

Day 5. Hobart Gardens. After breakfast 

visit Corinda House and admire the 

symmetrical parterres and box hedges. 

Explore the Royal Tasmanian Botanical 

Gardens, and enjoy a free afternoon. (B)

Day 6. Russell Falls, Epsom House & 

Musical Soirée. Visit Prospect Villa, wander 

amid ten garden rooms protected by 

170-year-old walls. Afterwards stop at 

Russell Falls in Mt Field National Park.  
This afternoon visit Epsom House, one of 
Australia’s oldest houses with its beautifully 
designed formal gardens and garden 
rooms. Enjoy an exclusive musical soirée 
and afternoon tea. Tonight, enjoy a special 
Farewell Dinner and a private tour of the art 
collection at the Henry Jones Art Hotel. (BD)

Day 7. Salamanca Market, MONA & 

Depart Hobart. Wander through Salamanca 

Market to see the local arts, crafts and 

produce on sale. Perhaps visit the Museum 

of Old and New Art (MONA) Gallery,  

or try some delicacies at the Barilla Bay  

Oyster Farm then transfer to the airport  

at 2.30pm. (B)

Small 
Group

Included

 � Services of a Botanical Guide  
& experienced Coach Captain 

 � Airport transfers on first & last day of tour

 � 10 Meals – 6 Breakfasts (B)  
& 4 Dinners (D)

 � Travel in a small group aboard a  
luxury vehicle with room to spread out

 � Relaxing three night stays in  
4-star hotels

Highlights 

 � Learn about the history of Tasmania 
from your local Coach Captain

 � Visit private gardens not normally 
open to the public

 � Tour a range of Tasmania’s finest 
gourmet producers for tastings

 � Enjoy dinner at the award-winning 
Stillwater Restaurant

 � See the Royal Tasmanian Botanical 
Gardens and Russell Falls

 � Dine at the Henry Jones Art Hotel 
and enjoy a tour of their art collection

 � Explore historic Salamanca Market 

 � Enjoy a musical soirée at Epsom House

 � Visit the contemporary MONA Gallery

 � Discover historic villages of Tasmania

Low Fitness see page 8

Combine With

This tour can be combined with:

 � Victorian Homesteads & Mansions 
(BTHG7) page 55

 � Victorian ‘Fork to Fork’ (BTFF5)  
 page 58

Enquire for more details.

Unique Culinary Wonders

Tasmania has a reputation for fine 

cuisine and first-class produce. Its fertile 

soils and clean waterways provide the 

perfect recipe for fresh ingredients. 

Throughout your tour we’ll make sure 

you experience the very best the ‘Apple 

Isle’ has to offer, including outstanding 

sauces, oysters, wines and cheese.  

You’ll enjoy the opportunity to sample 

Tasmanian delicacies, all the while 

taking in many of the regional historical, 

cultural and natural attractions. 

Enjoy private garden visits, local 
produce, wine tastings and a 

musical soirée

2016/17 Dates & Prices (A$) BTT07

13 November 2016 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $3,995 $4,895

12 November 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $4,295 $4,995
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Launceston

Tasmania

Cataract Gorge

Culzean Gardens

Coach
No. of nights stay

Old Wesley Dale Cottage 
& Garden

Entally Estate & Vineyard

Christmas Hill Raspberry FarmEmu Valley 
Rhododendron Garden

2

Table Cape Lighthouse Wynyard

Burnie2

Tasmania in Spring Bloom
5 Days with a Botanical Guide in a small and intimate group. Tasmania in early spring offers a kaleidoscope of colour. Visit a collection of Northern Tasmania’s best gardens and listen to  
your Coach Captain as he brings to life, Tasmania’s rich historic past. From nourished farmland to exquisite gardens and the much acclaimed ‘Bloomin’ Tulips’ this tour promises to  

be an enriching experience.  

Private Gardens & History

Day 1. Arrive Launceston and Sightseeing. 

Courtesy meet and greet (including 

transfer) from the airport at 1.00pm or  

the hotel at 2.00pm. Enjoy an afternoon 

sightseeing around Launceston including 

the beautifully scenic Cataract Gorge. 

Afterwards, we journey to The Pear Walk 

Country Garden Cottages for a private tour. 

Tonight enjoy a Welcome Dinner at the 

renowned Stillwater Restaurant. 

Two Nights: Hotel Grand Chancellor  

or similar  (D)

Day 2. Historic Tasmanian Gardens. 

History abounds today as we visit a 

selection of gardens. The delightful Culzean 

garden, built in 1841 offers a vast collection 

of established trees, in particular conifers. 

Next stop is the historic Old Wesley Dale 

Garden which showcases a peaceful English 

Garden abounding with hedges, walls and 

vistas (it is also home to Australia’s oldest 

conservatory). This afternoon, visit Entally 

Estate and Vineyard, one of Tasmania’s 

finest historic homes built in 1819 by the 

Reibey family (Mary Reibey is pictured on 

Australia’s $20 note). (BD) 

Day 3. Colour, Flowers & Local Fare.  

This morning sample the local fare at  

the Christmas Hill Raspberry Farm. We 

travel on to the private garden and home, 

Kaydale Lodge. Have your camera ready  

for the show-stopping ‘Fritillaria meadow’.  

This afternoon we visit the Emu Valley 

Rhododendron Garden, home to  

some 23,000 rhododendron and  

companion plants.   

Two Nights: Beachfront Voyager Burnie  

or similar  (BL)

Day 4. North West Coast & ‘Bloomin’ 

Tulips’. Travelling north today we make a 

stop at the Table Cape Tulip Farm where 

you will take a tour to see fields amass with  

colour and learn about the farming of 

tulips. Stop at Table Cape Lighthouse  

which offers breathtaking, uninterrupted 

views over Bass Strait and rich farmlands.  

We continue to the rural town of Wynyard 

peacefully situated at the mouth of the 

Inglis River. Famous for fields of stunning 

tulips and sandy beaches Wynyard is home 

to the annual ‘Bloomin’ Tulips Festival’, 

Wynyard’s annual celebration of everything 

that is colourful and beautiful.   (BD) 

Day 5. Villarett Gardens. After breakfast 

visit Villarett Gardens and admire the 

modern and formal gardens that are home 

to a lovely collection of exotic shrubs, roses, 

herbs and bulbs. Return to Launceston, 

arriving Launceston airport at 1.00pm or 

the Hotel Grand Chancellor  

at 1.30pm. (B)

See Tasmania’s landscapes  
in spring with spectacular  

tulips in bloom
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Combine With

This tour can be combined with:

 � South Australia Wine & Roses 
(BTWR5) page 52

Enquire for more details.

Included 

 � Services of a Botanical Guide and 
experienced Coach Captain 

 � Airport transfers on first and last day of tour 

 � 8 Meals – 4 Breakfasts (B), 1 Lunch (L) 
and 3 Dinners (D)

 � Travel in a small group aboard a luxury 
vehicle with room to spread out

 � 4 Star accommodation in Launceston 
and Burnie 

Highlights

 � Learn about Tasmania’s history from 
your local Coach Captain

 � Visit private gardens not normally 
open to the public

 � See pretty Cataract Gorge just outside 
of Launceston

 � The Pear Walk Country Garden 
Cottages located on Northern 
Tasmania’s ‘wine route’

 � The beautiful private garden  
of ‘Culzean’ 

 � Peaceful surrounds at Old Wesley Dale 
English Garden 

 � Emu Valley Rhododendron Garden  

 � Inspiring views at Table Cape Lighthouse 

 � Table Cape Tulip Farm

 � Tasmania’s ‘Bloomin’ Tulips Festival’, 
Wynyard  

 � See the modern and formal spaces  
at Villarett Gardens  

 � Discover historic villages of Tasmania

Low Fitness see page 8

2016/17 Dates & Prices (A$)       BTST5 

5 October 2016 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $2,995 $3,595

11 October 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $3,295 $3,795

Small 
Group

Botanical Guide 

Simon Rickard is a 

professional gardener and 

one of Botanica’s most 

experienced Botanical Guides 

with an incredible knowledge 

of plants and gardens around the world. 
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Victoria

Dandenong Ranges

Yarra Valley

Melbourne

 

Mornington 
Peninsula

Heronswood

 

Daylesford

Blackwood

4

Coach
No. of nights stay

Victorian ‘Fork to Fork’
5 Days with a Botanical Guide in a small group. On this gourmet discovery for discerning travellers, visit unique gardens, sample fresh produce and enjoy award-winning wines  
including a special ‘Fork to Fork’ lunch. Visit Dame Elisabeth Murdoch’s Cruden Farm and Dame Nellie Melba’s former home, Coombe Farm.

Private Gardens & Gourmet

Day 1. Arrive Melbourne & Daylesford. 
Depart the Sofitel Hotel at 8.00am or 
Melbourne airport at 9.00am and travel to 
Daylesford. On the way visit Paul Bangay’s 
Stonefields garden. Enjoy an exclusive tour  
of this artistic garden. Arrive in Daylesford 
where you have time at leisure to have 
lunch and look at the many shops. This 
afternoon we visit the Garden of St Erth, 
one of Australia’s most exciting cool climate 
gardens. The 2.5-hectare garden is home  
to a collection of rare and unusual plants, 
including espaliered fruit, heirloom 
vegetables and drought tolerant flowers. 
Travel back to Melbourne where we enjoy  
a Welcome Dinner with panoramic views. 
Four Nights: 5-star hotel in Melbourne,  
the luxurious Sofitel Hotel or similar (D)

Day 2. Yarra Valley. Today you will tour  
the Yarra Valley, home to some of Victoria’s 
premier wineries and artisan produce. Visit 
the spectacular Alowyn Gardens, where the 
owners have transformed a barren landscape 
into a beautiful instructive garden. Visit 
Château Yering for a delicious high tea and 
a wine tasting, then visit the garden once 
owned by Dame Nellie Melba, Coombe 
Farm, still owned by her family. (BL)

Day 3. Mornington Peninsula. Visit the 
historic home and garden of Beleura then 
continue to Heronswood Garden 
overlooking Port Phillip Bay. Wander 
through the gardens with perennial 
borders, scented herbs and dry climate 
plants. After enjoying a ‘Fork to Fork’ lunch 
at Heronswood, we continue on to the late 
Dame Elisabeth Murdoch’s property, 
Cruden Farm, sure to be a highlight. (BL)

Day 4. Dandenong Ranges & Masterclass 
Cooking Demonstration. After breakfast 
we explore the beautiful Dandenong Ranges 
including Cloudehill Garden with its 
extensive herbaceous borders, roses and 
azalea walks. Among the mature trees 
featured at Cloudehill are maples and 
copper beeches, thought to be among  
the largest in Victoria. We visit the private 
garden of 2013 Chelsea Flower Show, Best 
in Show winner, Phillip Johnson. Tonight, 
enjoy a special Farewell Dinner with a 
masterclass cooking demonstration at  
the Sofitel. (BD)

Day 5. Depart Melbourne. Your touring 
concludes after breakfast at your hotel, 
enjoy free time to explore Melbourne before 
your transfer to the airport. (B)

Small 
Group

Included

 � Services of a Gourmet Guide  
& experienced Coach Captain

 � Airport transfers on first & last day of tour

 � 8 Meals – 4 Breakfasts (B), 2 Lunches (L) 
& 2 Dinners (D)

 � Travel in a small group aboard a  
luxury vehicle with room to spread out

 � Stay at the 5-star Sofitel Melbourne

Highlights 

 � Visit the late Dame Elisabeth 
Murdoch’s beloved Cruden Farm

 � Explore historic Daylesford

 � Discover the Garden of St Erth,  
a Diggers Club Garden

 � Visit Dame Nellie Melba’s garden, 
Coombe Farm

 � Explore historic Beleura House and 
Garden in Mornington

 � Visit Heronswood Garden and enjoy  
a ‘Fork to Fork’ lunch

 � Explore the Yarra Valley wine region

 � Admire the stunning Cloudehill Garden 
in the Dandenong Ranges

 � Visit Chelsea Flower Show winner, 
Phillip Johnson’s private garden

 � Enjoy a cooking demonstration  
at the Sofitel Melbourne

 � Enjoy high tea at Château Yering 

Low Fitness see page 8Combine With

This tour can be combined with:

 � Private Gardens & Taste of 
Tasmania (BTT07) page 56

Enquire for more details.

‘Fork to Fork’

Meaning ‘from the garden fork to the 

table fork’, the name for this tour has 

evolved from discussions between 

Botanica founder, Judy Vanrenen, and 

Diggers Club founder, Clive Blazey. 

Both encourage gardeners to enjoy 

freshly grown produce picked straight 

from the garden to the kitchen, and for 

it to be cooked and eaten immediately. 

On this tour, hear more about the 

concept of the ‘edible garden’ at the 

gardens of St Erth and Heronswood. 

Enjoy tasting local produce  
& a ‘Fork to Fork’ lunch  

at Heronswood

2016/17 Dates & Prices (A$) BTFF5

21 November 2016 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $3,495 $4,495

19 November 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $3,795 $4,995

Gourmet Guide

Jane Webster, author of At 

My French Table, and French 

Ties, owns and operates The 

French Table in Normandy, 

France. Back home in 

Victoria, she will guide us on a journey 

showcasing the best regional produce. 
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Milford Sound

Auckland

Christchurch

Queenstown

Dunedin
Te Anau

Timaru

1

3

2
2

2

Coach
Flight (included)
No. of nights stay

New Zealand Private Gardens & Landscapes
11 or 8 Days with a Botanical Guide in a small group. Discover private gardens and nature’s garden, as well as New Zealand’s iconic sights. This tour provides a balanced  
mix of gardens and spectacular New Zealand sights and scenery. Suits first-time or returning travellers to New Zealand.

Private Gardens &  History 

Day 1. Arrive Auckland. Upon arrival  

you will be met at Auckland airport and 

transferred to your hotel. This evening 

enjoy a Welcome Dinner at 6.30pm to  

meet your fellow guests. 

Three Nights: Auckland, Crowne Plaza 

Hotel or similar (D)

Day 2. Ayrlies & Woodbridge Gardens. 

Today visit the iconic Ayrlies Garden, 

described by Monty Don as one of the most 

beautiful gardens in the world. Admire the 

wonderful plantings, using the borrowed 

landscape and the owner’s passion to create 

a world class masterpiece. This afternoon 

visit Woodbridge Garden, showcasing a 

range of New Zealand native plants. (BD)

Day 3. Eden Garden & Waiheke Island. 

This morning visit the Eden Garden,  

created out of a disused quarry in the heart 

of Auckland. This afternoon we will travel  

by ferry to the Island of Waiheke to visit the 

stunning winery and garden of Mudbrick 

Vineyard for lunch with sweeping views  

over the Bay. (BL)

Day 4. Auckland & Christchurch. Transfer 

to the airport for your flight to Christchurch. 

(8 Day BTNZ8 guests to arrive prior to 

midday into Christchurch Airport).  

We travel north to Flaxmere Garden, with  

a balance of formal and romantic elements, 

and superbly planted with native and  

exotic plants. 

Two Nights: Christchurch, Heritage Hotel 

or similar (BLD)

Day 5. Christchurch Gardens. Today 

explore the beautiful garden city of 

Christchurch. Visit some beautiful private 

gardens, including Sir Miles Warren’s, 

Ohinetahi and find out why Christchurch is 

often referred to as the ‘English city’. Enjoy 

a visit to the Botanic Gardens, with its Rose 

Garden of more than 250 species. (BD)

Day 6. Canterbury Plains. Traverse the 

Canterbury Plains and admire the stunning 

alpine scenery of rugged mountain peaks. 

Travel via Ashburton, Timaru and Oamaru 

to Dunedin, with a visit to the private 

garden of Allan Trott along the way. Visit 

the Trevor Griffiths Rose Garden – a tribute 

to the author and rosarian.  

Two Nights: Dunedin, Leisure Lodge  

or similar (BD)

Day 7. Dunedin. Visit Dunedin Botanic 

Gardens and Glenfalloch Woodland Garden 

featuring rhododendrons and azaleas. Enjoy 

a delicious lunch at Larnach Castle – set 

within a magnificent private garden. (BLD)

Day 8. Dunedin & Te Anau. Today look 

out for spring wildflowers en route to Te 

Anau. Visit a southland garden set in the 

picturesque countryside.  

Stay: Te Anau, Distinction Te Anau Hotel 

and Villas or similar (BD)

Day 9. Milford Sound Cruise & 

Queenstown. Enjoy nature’s garden as you 

explore Mirror Lake, Homer Tunnel and  

The Chasm. Enjoy a spectacular cruise on 

Milford Sound, continue to Queenstown. 

Two Nights: Queenstown, Novotel 

Lakeside, on the lakefront or similar (BLD)

Day 10. Queenstown Garden. Take a tour 

of a spectacular private garden in Queenstown. 

Learn about gardening in the foothills of 

The Remarkables mountain range. Visit 

quaint Arrowtown, then enjoy free time in 

Queenstown before a Farewell Dinner. (BD)

Day 11. Depart Queenstown. After 

breakfast be transferred to the airport for 

your flight home. (B)

Combine private gardens  
& stunning scenery – see nature’s 

garden at its best
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Combine With

This tour can be combined with:

 � Victorian Homesteads & 
Mansions (BTHG7) page 55 

Enquire for more details.

Included (11 days)

 � Services of a Botanical Guide  
& experienced Coach Captain

 � Airport transfers on first & last day 

 � Economy airfare from Auckland to 
Christchurch

 � 23 Meals – 10 Breakfasts (B),  
4 Lunches (L) & 9 Dinners (D)

 � Travel in a small group aboard a luxury 
vehicle with room to spread out

 � Stay in centrally located 4-star hotels

Medium Fitness see page 8

Highlights (11 days)

 � Learn about New Zealand’s history 
from your local Coach Captain

 � Discover Ayrlies private garden, seen 
on Monty Don’s television series

 � Enjoy lunch at the Mudbrick Vineyard 
on Waiheke Island

 � Enjoy private garden visits & meet 
their owners

 � Tour Larnach Castle & garden

 � Visit the Botanic Gardens in 
Christchurch, renowned for their roses

 � See spring wildflowers in bloom

 � Visit Sir Miles Warren’s garden, 
Ohinetahi

 � Cruise spectacular Milford Sound

 � Explore Queenstown & Arrowtown

 � Enjoy New Zealand’s spectacular scenery

Small 
Group

2016/17 Dates & Prices (A$) 

11 Day BTNZ11 – Auckland to Queenstown 

27 October 2016 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $5,995 $7,595

26 October 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $5,995 $7,595

8 Day BTNZ8 – Christchurch to Queenstown 

30 October 2016 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $4,695 $5,595

29 October 2017 Twin Share Solo Trav. 

Per person $4,895 $5,995



MS Hebridean Sky
Discover the delights of the British Isles in comfort and style on board the  
MS Hebridean Sky. Enjoy the thrill of arriving at gardens by Zodiac.

Enjoy the comforts of your cabin Dine on board in style

River Cruising

River cruising with Botanica 

is one of the most relaxing 

and unique methods of travel. 

When you board your ship, 

settle into your suite and 

enjoy the convenience of 

having to unpack just once. 

Then let your floating hotel 

take you directly to the 

wonderful attractions and 

incredible sights of the 

region. After each day of 

discovery, return to your  

ship and relax with a drink  

in one of the lounges. While 

cruising, simply relax amid 

the luxury of your ship, 

knowing that every detail  

has been considered. Our 

dedicated cruise directors 

and attentive staff are always 

on hand to ensure your 

holiday is hassle-free. So  

all you need to do is sit  

back and relax for the 

duration of your river cruise. 

Coastal Cruising

Our newest travel adventures 

offer the perfect blend of 

intrepidness and luxurious 

comfort, complemented by  

an ever-changing backdrop  

of the world’s most alluring 

destinations. On a small ship 

cruise, you will awake each 

morning to a new adventure. 

In the evening, soak up the 

tranquil onboard 

atmosphere, akin to the 

ambience of a private yacht. 

Aboard our vessels, you will 

enjoy the very best in 

comfort and style, from 

spacious suites boasting 

coastal views to sophisticated 

public areas and dining 

experiences. The boutique 

size of our ships means  

we can effortlessly navigate 

narrow waterways, access 

small local ports and explore 

destinations inaccessible  

by large ships. 

What is 
Boutique 

Small Ship 
Cruising?

On these journeys of a lifetime, 

Botanica offers two different, but 

equally luxurious cruising experiences, 

River and Coastal cruises. 

Your Floating Hotel 

Our custom-designed river and small 

ships have been chosen to ensure you 

have a relaxing experience. Unpack once 

and enjoy the changing landscapes from 

your home away from home.

Take in Panoramic Vistas 

You will enjoy some of the world’s  

most enchanting places and sights  

from the comfort of the ship.

Top Class Facilities 

Every ship has been equipped to the  

highest standards from the range of  

in-suite amenities to dining experiences. 

The spacious public facilities and 

relaxing lounges have been designed 

with our guests in mind. On some ships, 

in your cabin, you will have a TV with  

a choice of movies, and internet  

access is available.

Note: All ships have different amenities.

Arrive at gardens by Zodiac

60 For more information visit www.botanica.travel

Technical Data

Length: 90.6m 

Width: 15.3m

 Max. Cruising Speed: 12 knots

Tonnage: 4,200

Refurbished: 2016 

Guest Capacity: 114

Crew: 70

Suites: From 225 to 400 sq. ft

 Retractable fin stabilisers 
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Relax aboard this boutique private yacht

MS Island Sky
Enjoy the benefits of small ship cruising as you discover the Mediterranean  
aboard the intimate MS Island Sky. Go where larger ships can’t.

MARCO POLO DECK

Corner Suite

237 sq. ft (22 sq. metres) 

featuring dual aspect windows

EXPLORER DECK

Owner’s Balcony Suite

237 sq. ft (22sq. metres)  

featuring a 86 sq. ft  

(8 sq. metres) private balcony

ERIKSON DECK

Deluxe Balcony Suite

225 sq. ft (20.9 sq. metres) 

featuring a 43 sq. ft  

(4 sq. metres) private balcony

MAGELLAN DECK

Standard Suite

226 sq. ft (21 sq. metres) 

featuring a large porthole

COLUMBUS DECK

Superior Suite

237 sq. ft (22 sq. metres) 

featuring a large window

MS Caledonian Sky
Discover personalised small ship coastal cruising aboard the  
MS Caledonian Sky with large viewing decks and sun lounge.

Suites on board Caledonian Sky

BRIDGE DECK
Deluxe Balcony Suite (Deck 5)

260 sq. ft (20 sq. metres)
featuring a 45 sq. ft (4.2 sq. metre) 
private balcony

CALEDONIAN DECK
Superior Suite (Deck 3)

232 sq. ft (21.6 sq. metres) 
featuring a large window

CASTLE DECK
Standard Suite (Deck 2)

244 sq. ft (22.7 sq. metres) 
featuring four portholes

Standard Suite Forward
(Deck 2)
22.7 square metres

PROMENADE DECK
Premium Balcony Suite (Deck 4)

277 sq. ft (20.2 sq. metres)
featuring a 60 sq. ft (5.6 sq. metre) 
private balcony

     PROMENADE DECK
Owner’s Corner Balcony Suite (Deck 4)

303 sq. ft (22.6 sq. metres) 
featuring a 60 sq. ft (5.6 sq. metre) 
private balcony and 2 forward-facing portholes

PROMENADE DECK
Premium Suite (Deck 4)

217 sq. ft (20.2 sq. metres) 
featuring a large window

Castle Deck

Standard Suite

244 sq. ft (22.7 sq. metres) 

featuring four portholes

Suites on board Caledonian Sky

BRIDGE DECK
Deluxe Balcony Suite (Deck 5)

260 sq. ft (20 sq. metres)
featuring a 45 sq. ft (4.2 sq. metre) 
private balcony

CALEDONIAN DECK
Superior Suite (Deck 3)

232 sq. ft (21.6 sq. metres) 
featuring a large window

CASTLE DECK
Standard Suite (Deck 2)

244 sq. ft (22.7 sq. metres) 
featuring four portholes

Standard Suite Forward
(Deck 2)
22.7 square metres

PROMENADE DECK
Premium Balcony Suite (Deck 4)

277 sq. ft (20.2 sq. metres)
featuring a 60 sq. ft (5.6 sq. metre) 
private balcony

     PROMENADE DECK
Owner’s Corner Balcony Suite (Deck 4)

303 sq. ft (22.6 sq. metres) 
featuring a 60 sq. ft (5.6 sq. metre) 
private balcony and 2 forward-facing portholes

PROMENADE DECK
Premium Suite (Deck 4)

217 sq. ft (20.2 sq. metres) 
featuring a large window

Caledonian Deck

Superior Suite

232 sq. ft (21.6 sq. metres)  

featuring a large window

Suites on board Caledonian Sky

BRIDGE DECK
Deluxe Balcony Suite (Deck 5)

260 sq. ft (20 sq. metres)
featuring a 45 sq. ft (4.2 sq. metre) 
private balcony

CALEDONIAN DECK
Superior Suite (Deck 3)

232 sq. ft (21.6 sq. metres) 
featuring a large window

CASTLE DECK
Standard Suite (Deck 2)

244 sq. ft (22.7 sq. metres) 
featuring four portholes

Standard Suite Forward
(Deck 2)
22.7 square metres

PROMENADE DECK
Premium Balcony Suite (Deck 4)

277 sq. ft (20.2 sq. metres)
featuring a 60 sq. ft (5.6 sq. metre) 
private balcony

     PROMENADE DECK
Owner’s Corner Balcony Suite (Deck 4)

303 sq. ft (22.6 sq. metres) 
featuring a 60 sq. ft (5.6 sq. metre) 
private balcony and 2 forward-facing portholes

PROMENADE DECK
Premium Suite (Deck 4)

217 sq. ft (20.2 sq. metres) 
featuring a large window

Bridge Deck

Deluxe Balcony Suite  

260 sq. ft (20 sq. metres) 

featuring a 45 sq. ft  

(4.2 sq. metres)  

private balcony

Suites on board Caledonian Sky

BRIDGE DECK
Deluxe Balcony Suite (Deck 5)

260 sq. ft (20 sq. metres)
featuring a 45 sq. ft (4.2 sq. metre) 
private balcony

CALEDONIAN DECK
Superior Suite (Deck 3)

232 sq. ft (21.6 sq. metres) 
featuring a large window

CASTLE DECK
Standard Suite (Deck 2)

244 sq. ft (22.7 sq. metres) 
featuring four portholes

Standard Suite Forward
(Deck 2)
22.7 square metres

PROMENADE DECK
Premium Balcony Suite (Deck 4)

277 sq. ft (20.2 sq. metres)
featuring a 60 sq. ft (5.6 sq. metre) 
private balcony

     PROMENADE DECK
Owner’s Corner Balcony Suite (Deck 4)

303 sq. ft (22.6 sq. metres) 
featuring a 60 sq. ft (5.6 sq. metre) 
private balcony and 2 forward-facing portholes

PROMENADE DECK
Premium Suite (Deck 4)

217 sq. ft (20.2 sq. metres) 
featuring a large window

Promenade Deck

Premium Balcony Suite

227 sq. ft (20.2 sq. metres) 

featuring a 60 sq. ft  

(5.6 sq. metres)  

private balcony

Explorer Deck

Erikson Deck

Marco Polo Deck

Columbus Deck

Magellan Deck

Panorama Deck

Bridge Deck

Promenade Deck

Caledonian Deck

Castle Deck

Attentive staff are always on hand Relax in comfort

Sun Deck

Technical Data

Length: 90.6 m

Width: 15.3 m

Max. Cruising Speed: 12 knots

Tonnage: 4,200

Total Refurbishment: 2010

Guest Capacity: 114

Crew: 75

FS

ST

SU

CS

PS

DLX

OS Owner’s Balcony Suites

Deluxe Balcony Suites

Corner Suites

Premium Suites

Superior Suites

Standard Suites

Standard Suites (Forward)

Premium Balcony SuitesStandard Suites (Forward)

Standard Suites

Superior Suites

Premium Suites

Deluxe Balcony Suites Owner’s Corner Suites with Balcony

Panorama Deck      

Bridge Deck      

Promenade Deck      

Caledonian Deck      

Castle Deck      

Panorama Lounge

Buffet Pantry
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Hotel 
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Premium Balcony SuitesStandard Suites (Forward)
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Premium Suites

Deluxe Balcony Suites Owner’s Corner Suites with Balcony
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Caledonian Deck      

Castle Deck      

Panorama Lounge
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260262 258 256 254 252 250

342 340344 334 332 330336338

425433 431

434 432
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418420 416 414428 426 424 422

Premium Balcony SuitesStandard Suites (Forward)

Standard Suites

Superior Suites

Premium Suites

Deluxe Balcony Suites Owner’s Corner Suites with Balcony

Panorama Deck      

Bridge Deck      

Promenade Deck      

Caledonian Deck      

Castle Deck      

Panorama Lounge

Buffet Pantry

Captain

Hotel 
Manager’s 
Office
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Engineer
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WC

Doctor
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Premium Balcony SuitesStandard Suites (Forward)

Standard Suites

Superior Suites

Premium Suites

Deluxe Balcony Suites Owner’s Corner Suites with Balcony

Panorama Deck      

Bridge Deck      

Promenade Deck      

Caledonian Deck      

Castle Deck      
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Deluxe Balcony Suites Owner’s Corner Suites with Balcony
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434 432

423 421 419 417 415
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Technical Data

Length: 90.6 m

Width: 15.3 m

Max. Cruising Speed: 12 knots

Tonnage: 4,200

Total Refurbishment: 2012

Guest Capacity: 114

Crew: 75

FS

ST

SU

DLX

PS

PB

OS Owner’s Corner Suites 

Premium Balcony Suites

Deluxe Balcony Suites

Premium Suites

Superior Suites

Standard Suites

Standard Suites (Forward)



MV Grande Mariner* 
Relax aboard the intimate MV Grande Mariner as you uncover the delights  
of Canada and the US along the Hudson River, Erie Canal, Canadian Lakes  
& St. Lawrence Seaway. 
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Go where other ships can’t Dine together with drinks included Cosy cabins, either twin or double

Technical Data

Length: 56m 

Width: 12m 

Refurbishment: 2010 

Guest Capacity: 96  

(Botanica will limit to only 75 guests) 

Suites: 41
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*Please note: this ship is purpose built 
to travel through locks and canals 
joining the Hudson River and Canadian 
Lakes. It is not as luxurious as our 
European Ships but will allow you  
to travel where other ships can’t. 

For more information about each  
cabin please visit our website, or ask 
for details as not all cabin layouts  
are the same.

Sun Deck

Lower Deck

Royal Eleganza*

Discover the Dalmatian Coast aboard this private boutique motor yacht with just  
30 guests, providing an intimate coastal cruising experience up close to the islands.  

Category C

Category B

Category A

Technical Data

Length: 40m

Width: 7.8m

Max. Cruising Speed: 14 knots

Built: 2012

Guest Capacity: 36,  

16 Suites, from 107 to 150 sq. ft 

Botanica will limit to 30 guests

White numbers = twin share only

Black numbers = double bed only

Red Numbers = cabin size (m2)

* = additional bed

*Please note: this very small ship is cosy, 

comfortable and perfect for enjoying  

the beautiful scenery and islands of the 

Dalmatian Coast, but not as luxurious  

as some of our other ships.

Profile

Sun Deck

Upper Deck

Main Deck

Lower Deck

Relax aboard this boutique private yacht Enjoy comfortable accommodation Dine in the elegant restaurant offering 
superb cuisine 
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Cabin Slide Window

Cabin Slide Window

Cabin Fixed Window

Cabin Porthole
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Main Deck



To book call 1300 305 202 in Australia or 0800 525 300 in NZ 63

Sanctuary Yangzi Explorer
Cruise aboard the Yangtze River’s only luxury all-suite ship. 
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Cat. E

Cat. C

Cat. A

Cat. D

Deluxe Balcony - 420 sq.ft.

Deluxe Balcony - 420 sq.ft.

Private Balcony - 333 sq.ft.

Private Balcony - 333 sq.ft.

Private Balcony - 333 sq.ft.

Cat. B

Jade, Mandarin, Celestial & Imperial Suites available on Request.Suites

K - King Bed, T - Twin Bed, C - Connecting Cabin

Main Deck

Xiling Deck

Wu Deck

Qutang Deck

Explorer Deck

Technical Data 

Launched 2008 • Decks: 5  

Length: 91m  

Cabins: 62 • Crew: 130

■ ■ ■ 
Floor plan of a 
Deluxe Balcony Suite 
Categories: E, D and C
333 square feet/
31 square metres

■ ■ 
Floor plan of a 
Suite with Balcony
Categories: B and A
420 square feet/
39 square metres

Deluxe 
King-size

Bed

Bathroom

Shower

Flat-screen
Television

Spacious 
Wardrobe Mini-bar

DeskDressing TableSafe

Outside 
Balcony

Bathroom

Vanity

Flat-screen
Television

Spacious 
Wardrobe

Mini-bar Desk

Dressing Table

Safe

Outside 
Balcony

Day Bed

Deluxe
Queen-size

Bed

Bathroom

Shower

Vanity

Flat-screen
Television

Spacious 
Wardrobe

Mini-bar Desk

Dressing Table

Safe

Outside 
Balcony

Day Bed

Deluxe 
King-size

Bed

Shower

■ ■ ■ 
Floor plan of a 
Deluxe Balcony Suite 
Categories: E, D and C
333 square feet/
31 square metres

■ ■ 
Floor plan of a 
Suite with Balcony
Categories: B and A
420 square feet/
39 square metres

Deluxe 
King-size

Bed

Bathroom

Shower

Flat-screen
Television

Spacious 
Wardrobe Mini-bar

DeskDressing TableSafe

Outside 
Balcony

Bathroom

Vanity

Flat-screen
Television

Spacious 
Wardrobe

Mini-bar Desk

Dressing Table

Safe

Outside 
Balcony

Day Bed

Deluxe
Queen-size

Bed

Bathroom

Shower

Vanity

Flat-screen
Television

Spacious 
Wardrobe

Mini-bar Desk

Dressing Table

Safe

Outside 
Balcony

Day Bed

Deluxe 
King-size

Bed

Shower

Cat. C

Cat. A

Cat. D

Suite with Balcony – 420 sq.ft.

Suite with Balcony – 420 sq.ft.

Deluxe Balcony – 333 sq.ft.

Deluxe Balcony – 333 sq.ft.

Cat. B

Cat. E Deluxe Balcony – 333 sq.ft.

K – King Bed, T – Twin Bed, C – Connecting Cabin

Cat. A

Cat. B

Cat. C

Cat. E

Cat. B

MS AmaDolce
Cruise the Bordeaux region in comfort, style and elegance on this  
luxurious river-ship. APT Aria Class Ship.
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Main Lounge & Bar

River Bistro 

Heated
Whirlpool

Re
ce

pt
io

n

Gift
Shop

Fitness Centre

Massage, Hair & Beauty Salon

Erlebnis
Chef’s Table
Restaurant

Verde Fine Dining Restaurant Kitchen

Elevator

Water StorageEngine
Room

Walking Track

Library

Teak Front Deck

Sauna

Crew Cabins

Sun Deck with Deck Chairs

Lower 
Sun Deck

Navigation 
Bridge

Elevator

Floor plan of a Twin Window Suite 

Categories: E and D  

170 square feet/15.8 square metres
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Floor plan of an Owner’s Suite 

Category: Owner’s Suite 

255 square feet/23.7 square metres
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Floor plan of a French Balcony Suite 

Categories: C, B and A  

170 square feet/15.8 square metres 

Teak floor available on some ships only. 

Suite Categories

Cello Deck

Piano Deck No Elevator Access Main Deck

Violin Deck

Sun Deck

Technical Data

Launched 2009  

Length: 110 m  

Width: 11.4m  

Suites: 74  

Max. Passengers: 148  

Crew: 46  

Home Port: Basel

Owner’s
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Suite Categories

Balcony Suite – 420 sq. ft.

Balcony Suite – 420 sq. ft.

Deluxe Balcony – 333 sq. ft.

Deluxe Balcony – 333 sq. ft.

Deluxe Balcony – 333 sq. ft.

King– King Bed

T – Twin Bed

C – Connecting Bed

Floor plan of a   

Deluxe Balcony Suite   

Categories: E, D and C

333 square feet/ 31 square metres

Floor plan of a  

Balcony Suite

Categories: B and A
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General Information & Conditions
The following terms and conditions (‘booking 
conditions’) form the basis of your contract with 
Australian Pacific Touring Pty Ltd (Botanica’s parent 
company – “APT”, “Botanica”, “we”, “our”). Please read 
them carefully as they set out your and our respective 
rights and obligations. By asking us to confirm your 
booking, we are entitled to assume that you have had 
the opportunity to read and have read these booking 
conditions, that you agree to them and that you 
agree to them applying to your holiday arrangements 
that you book with us and which we agree to make, 
provide or perform (as applicable) as part of our 
contract with you. References in these booking 
conditions to your ‘holiday package’ are references 
to the tour or cruise package you have booked with 
Botanica. References to “excursions” are references  
to short trips or tours included or available as part  
of your holiday package.
Governing Law 
These booking conditions are governed by the law  
in force in Victoria, Australia.

 BEFORE YOU BOOK

Prices – Deposits – Discounts – Payments
Your booking price is set out in this brochure unless  
it is varied by advertising or a special offer, or is 
changed after the publication date to cover changes  
in government taxes and charges, exchange rate 
variations, fuel surcharges, a force majeur event or 
other material increases by suppliers. Fares are in 
Australian currency (see insert for New Zealand and 
Great British Pound) and are land content only. 
Airfares need to be added. For International Cruises  
a $2,000* security deposit per person, per cruise is 
required within seven days of booking confirmation. 
For international tours, a $1,000 security deposit per 
person, per tour is required within seven days of 
booking confirmation. Final payment is due 100 days 
prior to departure. For Australian and New Zealand 
Tours a $200 security deposit must be received within 
7 days of booking. Final payment is due 42 days prior 
to departure unless stated in the terms of a special 
offer. Botanica/APT reserves the right to cancel any 
ticket or booking or to refuse to carry any passenger 
where payment has not been received by Botanica/APT 
within the specified time.
Included in Our Cruise and/or Tour Price
All coach/cruise travel, port charges, accommodation, 
sightseeing, meals as indicated, specific excursions, 
airport transfers on first and last day, gratuities (on 
specified tours) and the services of a cruise/tour 
director and Botanical Guide as stated in the itineraries.
Not Included in Our Cruise &/or Tour Price
Airfares, airport taxes (not specified in itineraries), 
laundry, passport and visa fees, meals not specified  
in the itinerary, excess baggage, fuel surcharges and 
optional excursions not specified in the itinerary. 
Extra overnight accommodation is not included at  
the start or end of tour if not specified in the itinerary 
or transfers if not specified in the itinerary.
Airport & Cruise Transfers
Airport transfers are included on tours where indicated  
in the tour inclusions and are on the first and last day  
of exclusive Botanica cruises, where we are advised of 

your flight details. No refund will be given for unused 
transfers. Transfers cannot be re-routed to other pick-up 
points or destinations. Passengers who miss their pre-
booked transfers must make their own way to/from the 
ship/hotel at own expense. Transfers must be booked  
and details advised to Botanica/APT at least 60 days  
prior to travel, otherwise transfers cannot be guaranteed. 
See itinerary pages for any variations to the above. 
Travelling with Minors 
Children under twelve years of age are not 
recommended on tours and cruises. Children under  
18 years of age must be accompanied by an adult  
and share their accommodation with an adult.
Passengers Needing Special Assistance
Botanica/APT welcomes passengers with disabilities  
or special needs provided they are accompanied by one 
companion capable of providing all assistance required. 
Any disability or medical condition requiring special 
attention must be reported to Botanica/APT at the time 
of booking. Botanica/APT will make reasonable efforts 
to accommodate the special needs of disabled tour and 
cruise participants, but is not responsible for any denial 
of services by carriers, hotels, restaurants or other 
independent suppliers, or any additional expenses 
incurred. Motor coaches and minibuses are not 
equipped with wheelchair ramps. Cabin doors and 
restrooms are not wide enough to allow access by 
standard wheelchairs. Wheelchairs and walkers cannot 
be carried on motor coaches, due to space limitations. 
Wheelchair passengers should be aware of these 
limitations. We regret that we cannot provide individual 
assistance to a passenger for walking, dining, getting 
on and off motor coaches or other transportation 
vehicles or other personal needs. You have an 
obligation to advise Botanica/APT of any limitations  
or needs. A Health, Fitness & Mobility checklist will 
need to be completed before your deposit is paid. 
Health & Fitness  
Due to the nature of Botanica’s excursions, a high  
level of mobility is required. Often lifts aren’t available 
and you will be walking on uneven ground. For your 
enjoyment, you need to be able to walk and stand 
continuously for one hour. 
Visa and Passports 
All passengers must have a valid passport with at least 
six months validity from the return date. Passengers 
must consult with the appropriate consulates to ensure 
any applicable visas for countries visited have been 
obtained prior to departure. Meeting necessary 
passport and visa entry requirements and cost is the 
sole responsibility of the passenger. Botanica/APT is 
not responsible for delays or missed portions of cruise/
tour relating to incorrect travel documents or visas. 
Meeting necessary passport and visa entry requirements 
and costs are the sole responsibility of passengers. It is 
the traveller’s responsibility to ensure they have obtained 
all necessary visas before departing their home country.
Vaccinations
Vaccinations are required for travel to some 
destinations. Please consult your doctor for details.  
It is the traveller’s responsibility to ensure they have 
obtained all necessary vaccinations before departing 
your country of residence. Please also consult with 
your doctor or travel clinic regarding the latest malaria 

zones and medication. Please note vaccinations are  
the responsibility of the traveller, not Botanica/APT.
Shore Excursions 
The timing of the shore excursions may differ slightly. 
They are intended as a guide only and are subject to 
change without notice. It is not possible for large 
motor coaches to be used for some city sightseeing. 
Many towns and cities will be visited by way of walking 
tours and accordingly, a reasonable level of fitness is 
required. For river and sea cruising, clients must be able 
to climb ramps, for ship embarkation/disembarkation 
and to be able to get in and out of Zodiacs. Depending 
on river and sea levels, these may have a number of 
steep steps. Please consult with your doctor to ensure 
you have an adequate level of fitness and are in good 
health before booking a cruise and participating in 
these touring excursions (Freedom of Choice Touring 
is subject to minimum and maximum numbers).
Gardens 
We have endeavoured to select an interesting  
and diverse range of gardens, however we can’t be 
responsible for their presentation. Variations to the 
gardens visited are at the discretion of Botanica.
Solo Travellers
A limited number of single rooms/suites/cabins  
are available by request at time of booking. Single 
supplement must be paid with final payment. 
Late Bookings
Payment in full is required at time of booking for 
reservations made less than 100 days before an 
international tour or 42 days before a tour of Australia  
or New Zealand. If a reservation cannot be confirmed, 
all monies will be refunded. 

 BOOKING AND PAYING FOR YOUR HOLIDAY

Price Guarantee
Once your deposit is paid we guarantee the price, 
giving you peace of mind.
Flight  & Airline Changes 
The flight timings shown in our brochure, on our 
website and detailed on your confirmation invoice  
are for guidance only and are subject to alteration  
and confirmation. Flight timings are set by airlines 
and affected by events outside our control. Scheduled 
and charter flight timings, and days of operation are 
also subject to change. Botanica/APT will advise you 
of any significant changes as soon as it is informed by 
the airline. Minor timing changes will be shown on 
your flight tickets. Any change in the identity of the 
airline, flight timings or aircraft type (if advised) will 
not entitle you to cancel or make other arrangements 
without paying any applicable cancellation fees  
except where specified in these booking conditions.
Botanica Deposit Cancellation Peace of Mind 
Applicable when an upfront fee of $75 per person is 
paid with your deposit. The holiday package can be 
cancelled prior to the final payment date and your 
deposit will be retained as a Botanica holding credit 
to be used for future bookings. If Deposit Cancellation 
Peace of Mind is claimed, monies held must be used 
on a future Botanica cruise or tour and cannot be 
redeemed against the original cruise or tour departure 
date. Deposit held in credit will exclude fees imposed 
by third parties, including but not limited to air travel, 

rail travel and hotels. Botanica reserves the right to 
ticket air at their discretion and this may be done 
upon receiving deposit. Standard airline cancellation 
fees will apply. In some cases, airfares will be non-
refundable. In the event of cancellation, these fees will 
be deducted from the deposit paid, and therefore the 
credit being held. Botanica Deposit Cancellation Peace 
of Mind applies to new bookings only and is only 
valid up until 100 days prior to travel. After five years, 
unused credit funds will incur the original cancellation 
conditions as per brochure. This does not replace 
travel insurance, which we strongly recommend at the 
time of booking.
Travel Insurance
Travel Insurance is not included in your cost. For your 
protection it is a condition of travel that you purchase 
adequate comprehensive insurance that includes 
coverage for medical expenses, loss of luggage, cruise 
and land content and airfare charges that may occur 
due to cancellation, disruption, loss of deposit or 
strikes. Ask your booking agent about this.
Travel Information and Documents
After booking you will receive an invoice with all 
important information relevant to your holiday package. 
We strongly recommend you check the details carefully 
and read the included information. Please ensure that 
you check your flight timings carefully on your tickets, 
particularly pre or post midnight departures. 
Approximately 21 days before departure you will 
receive your eticket together with your final itinerary. 
However in the case of late bookings, changes or  
late payment, tickets may be emailed to you.
Special Requests
Where a special request (eg. diet, room location,  
twin or double bedded room, a particular facility at  
a hotel, flight seat requests and/or particular meals)  
is an important factor in your choice of holiday, you 
must advise us when your booking is made. Botanica/
APT will pass your request onto the hotel, airline or 
other supplier but cannot guarantee that it will be 
accommodated. Botanica/APT will also pass on any 
dietary requests to the airline but we strongly 
recommend that you check directly with the airline 
once your tickets have been issued. The provision of 
any special request does not constitute a term of your 
contract with us. Confirmation that a special request 
has been noted or passed on to the supplier or the 
inclusion of the special request on your confirmation 
invoice or any other documentation is not confirmation 
that the request will be met. Unless and until 
specifically confirmed, all special requests are  
subject to availability.
Credit Card Surcharges
If you pay Botanica/APT by credit card, surcharges of 
between 1% and 3% will be added to your tour price.

IF YOU NEED TO CHANGE OR CANCEL  
YOUR HOLIDAY BEFORE DEPARTURE

Cancellation Policy for International Tours & Cruises
The following applies: 
Days of Notice: Fee Per Person 
100 days or more Loss of deposit 
99-61 days  50% of tour fare 
60 days or less 100% of tour fare

Cancellation Policy for Australian &  
New Zealand Tours
The following applies: 
Days of Notice: Fee Per Person 
42 days or more Loss of deposit 
41-31 days  35% of tour fare 
30-16 days  50% of tour fare 
15 days or less 100% of tour fare
All cancellations must be received in writing by 
Botanica/APT and are not effective until this notification 
has been received. If the tour or cruise has commenced, 
100% of the full tour price is charged. There is no 
refund for unused services or if portions of the cruise 
and/or land arrangements are missed. Cancellation 
fees also apply to additional accommodation reserved 
prior to and after the tour or cruise. These cancellation 
fees are in addition to any fees that may be levied by 
your travel agent. You acknowledge that the amounts 
estimated under the Cancellation Policy are reasonable 
and represent a genuine pre-estimate of Botanica/
APT’s loss.
Amendment Fees
A fee of $70 per person will apply to any additional 
changes requested to your original booking after it has 
been made and confirmed. Once documents are issued, 
a fee of $70 per person is applicable for any changes.
Cancellation of Ticketed Airfares
A Botanica/ APT cancellation fee of $50 per person 
applies for ticketed airfares, in addition to any airline 
cancellation fees that are applicable.
Changes to Ticketed Airfares
If you wish to amend the date or routing on your 
ticketed air booking, a Botanica/APT amendment  
fee of $30 per person for the first change and $85 for 
any subsequent changes will be charged in addition  
to airline change fees and additional taxes that are 
applicable. If, for any reason, a name change to a 
ticketed airfare is required, a $125 per person name 
change fee will apply for every change in addition to 
any applicable airline fees.

IF WE NEED TO CHANGE OR CANCEL  
YOUR HOLIDAY BEFORE DEPARTURE

Botanica/APT endeavours to provide you with all the 
services confirmed to you at the time of your booking. 
However, we plan arrangements a long time in advance 
of your departure date using independent suppliers 
such as airlines, hotels etc., over whom we have no 
direct control. On occasions changes do have to be 
made, and Botanica/APT reserves the right to cancel 
or amend holiday packages/excursions accordingly.
Brochure A ccuracy
Botanica/APT has endeavoured to ensure that the 
information given in this brochure about accommodation, 
itineraries etc., is correct to the best of its knowledge  
at the time of going to print. However, advertised 
descriptions and facilities and prices may change after 
publication. We recommend that you confirm the details 
of your chosen holiday package at the time of booking. 
Additionally, flight times, carriers and routes in the 
brochure are given for guidance only as there may be 
changes. Final details will be shown on your tickets. 
Holiday package or excursion itineraries may change 
or be different from those described in the brochure as 



a result of local conditions, weather conditions, annual 
events. Botanica/APT will endeavour to notify you of 
any significant changes prior to departure.
Departure Dates
The dates brochured for each tour or cruise are subject 
to change.
Minimum Numbers on Tours
A minimum number of passengers is required to run 
our tours. If these numbers have not been met we 
reserve the right to cancel these tours. Botanica 
reserves the right to vary small group sizes.
Lecturers & Botanical Guides
All Guest Lecturers and Botanical Guides are confirmed 
at the time of going to print, however if for any reason 
their personal circumstances change, we reserve the 
right to replace them with a substitute.
Force Majeure
Force Majeure means the occurrence of an event that  
is beyond Botanica/APT’s reasonable control and 
which could not have been reasonably prevented by 
Botanica/APT, which includes but is not limited to:
(a) war, armed conflict, criminal damage, riot, civil 
strife, industrial dispute, terrorist activity or the threat 
of any such acts; 
(b) natural disaster (including but not limited to 
flooding, fire, earthquake, landslide), adverse  
weather or sea conditions, high or low water levels; 
(c) nuclear or other industrial accident causing 
environmental pollution or contamination; and/or
(d) change in law, meaning enactment, amendment 
(including repeal) in the law or administration of any 
law in Australia or any jurisdiction or territory relevant 
to the booking contract, which include changes in 
statute, regulation, determination, by-law, declaration, 
licence and includes the common law as applicable 
from time to time.
Termination of Booking Contract or Change of 
Travel Arrangements Due to Force Majeure
If Botanica/APT, in its reasonable opinion, considers 
that any Force Majeure event prevents Botanica/APT 
(whether directly or through its employees, 
contractors, subcontractors and agents) from lawfully 
and/or safely providing any products and/or services 
subject of the booking contract to you, Botanica/APT 
may immediately by written notice: 
(a) terminate the booking contract (in whole or in 
part); and/or 
(b) change your travel arrangements as reasonably 
practicable to ensure your safety and invoice you for 
any additional costs.

Limitation of liability in the event of Force Majeure
In the event that Botanica/APT cancels or changes 
your travel arrangements in any way due to a Force 
Majeure event, Botanica/APT will not be liable to you 
in contract, tort, statute or restitution for any loss 
(including but not limited to loss of deposit or 
purchase price and loss of enjoyment), damage,  
costs, charges, expenses or injury resulting from or  
in connection with (whether directly or indirectly): 
(a) the cancellation or change to your travel 
arrangements; and/or 
(b) the Force Majeure event. For the avoidance of 
doubt, Botanica/APT is not liable to refund any part  
of the deposit and/or purchase price paid by you if 
Botanica/APT subsequently changes or cancels your 
travel arrangements in connection with a Force 
Majeure event. World weather, civil unrest and 
terrorism are becoming more erratic and unpredictable 
and these are risks beyond Botanica/APT’s control. It is 
your responsibility to purchase adequate comprehensive 
insurance to protect yourself against these risks.

 ON HOLIDAY

Noise and Vibration
Botanica/APT takes reasonable steps to minimise noise 
and vibrations on its ships. You acknowledge and accept 
that some noise and vibration may be experienced on 
vessels and that Botanica/APT is not liable to you for 
any such noise or vibration.
Changes to Cruising and Itinerary Arrangements
Under normal operating conditions itineraries will  
be delivered as per the brochure, however, sometimes 
for reasons beyond our control it may be necessary to  
make alterations to our itinerary. For example, without 
limitation, if there is a water level problem on a river or 
canal or rough seas, it may be necessary to operate part  
of the itinerary by coach and alternative sightseeing 
may be included. On occasion, significant flood or low 
water events do occur on the rivers or rough seas that 
can cause disruption to itineraries and may lead to  
early disembarkation. We recommend you take out 
comprehensive travel insurance that includes coverage 
of such events as we are not liable for any direct or 
indirect costs that you incur as a result of such an  
event or other factor beyond our control happening. 
Additionally, you are not entitled to any refund for  
any alterations to your itinerary that are caused  
or contributed to by any flood water level events, 
rough seas, inclement weather or such other events 
which are beyond our control.

Itineraries & Weather Conditions
Itineraries are subject to alteration without notice and 
are intended as a guide only. Deviations to the planned 
cruise/touring itineraries and hotels are possible due  
to road, river or weather conditions, strikes or other 
reasons beyond our control, although every effort will be 
made to keep them as they are shown in the brochure 
and final documents. Should conditions render cruise/
land touring routes unsafe for navigation, Botanica/
APT reserves the right to provide alternative services, 
including but not limited to, accommodation on the 
docked ship and/or substitute ground arrangements. 
In the event of water level problems on stretches of 
any river, it may be necessary to operate part of the 
itinerary by motor coach. We will make the effort to 
ensure that the places visited, excursions operated  
and the hotels or ships offered are as similar as 
possible to the ones originally planned but meals and 
accommodation may be at a different standard. Any 
resulting changes will not result in a refund for the 
original services. Any additional expense incurred by 
the passenger is not Botanica/APT’s responsibility. 
Botanica/APT can give no guarantee as to exact arrival 
and departure times for carriers and operators used  
by Botanica/APT in the tour and Botanica/APT will  
not be liable for failure to make connections with  
any other services or attractions beyond its control.  
If accommodation listed becomes unavailable, we 
reserve the right to substitute hotels with alternative 
accommodation of a similar standard. For a group to 
operate and to provide an enjoyable group atmosphere, 
a minimum number of participants is required. 
Docking Position
During port stops river cruise ships may dock side  
by side obstructing views and requiring you to pass 
through other ships to embark or disembark.

 ON RETURN FROM YOUR HOLIDAY

Data Protection Policy
Any personal information (including sensitive 
information and health information) that Botanica/
APT obtains and retains from you or about you is 
necessary for our business purposes. Our Privacy Policy 
details why we collect this information, who we may 
disclose it to (including overseas recipients), and the 
main consequences if we do not collect it. Our Privacy 
Policy also contains information about how you  
may seek access to, or correction of, the personal 
information held about you, and our complaint 
resolution procedures. Our Privacy Policy is available 
at www.botanica.travel/privacy or by request to us.

 GENERAL INFORMATION

Limitation Of Liability
1. Our holiday packages include the services of 
independent operators, such as hoteliers, airlines, 
cruise companies and other operators, who are not 
agents, servants or employees of Botanica/APT. 
Although we take care in selecting the independent 
operators of independent services and the optional 
tour excursions, we cannot and do not take 
responsibility for the conduct of the operators, their 
servants and agents or for any ramifications of that 
conduct. These tours may include, but are not limited 
to, activities such as climbing, exploring, bike riding, 
swimming and snorkelling. You accept and assume 
that these activities involve varying degrees of risk.
2. No guest will be permitted to embark or continue on 
any cruise/tour while their mental or physical 
condition is, in the opinion of any representative of 
Botanica/APT, such as to render them incapable to care 
for themselves, or whereby they became objectionable 
to other passengers, or they became a hazard to 
themselves or other passengers. Botanica/APT is not 
liable to you for any costs associated with such decision 
and you will not be refunded for any part of the  
holiday package. 
3. Botanica/APT accepts no responsibility for any death, 
injury, illness, loss (including loss of enjoyment), 
damage, detention, delay (including mechanical 
breakdown) beyond its control.
4. Any term, condition or warranty expressed or 
implied by statute or otherwise for the products and/
or services is excluded to the full extent permitted  
by law. Nothing in this booking contract excludes, 
restricts or modifies the application of the Competition 
& Consumer Act 2010 (Cth) as amended, consolidated, 
supplemented or replaced.
5. To the full extent permitted by law, Botanica/APT’s 
liability arising under or in connection with this 
booking contract:
(a) is limited to the re-supply of the products and/or 
services or the payment of the cost of re-supply of the 
products and/or services to you; and (b) excludes 
liability for any indirect or consequential losses 
suffered by you or any third party, howsoever caused, 
including but not limited to pure economic loss or any 
special, extraordinary or punitive damage to you or 
any other party.
6. Your travel agent will forward deposits and other 
payments to us on your behalf, but your travel agent  
is not our agent for the purpose of receipt of monies. 

Receipt of deposits and subsequent payments by the 
travel agent does not constitute receipt of those monies 
by us and the travel agent has no authority expressed 
or implied to receive monies on our behalf. There is 
no liability on the part of Botanica/APT in respect to 
any monies paid to your travel agent unless and until 
Botanica/APT notifies you (by way of a booking 
confirmation advice or payment receipt advice) that 
monies have been received by Botanica/APT. Botanica/
APT reserves the right to cancel any ticket or booking 
or refuse to carry any passenger where payment has not 
been received by Botanica/APT within the specified time.
Medical Assistance
Botanica/APT does not employ medical staff on our 
ships or tours. Should you require medical attention, 
local medical services can be contacted immediately. 
You are responsible for all charges that result from 
visiting a medical facility, or for a medical practitioner 
visiting you. Botanica/APT is not responsible for the 
type or quality of the medical services you may receive.
Smoking
For other passengers’ comfort there is no smoking  
on coaches or ships.
Service Inquiries
If a problem occurs during your tour or cruise you 
should, in your own interests, advise your tour/cruise 
director so that steps can be taken to resolve the 
matter. If you remain dissatisfied, any complaint must 
be made in writing to Botanica/APT within 30 days.
Luggage Limits
Each passenger is entitled to take one piece of luggage 
that does not exceed 160 cm (63 inches), or weigh 
more than 20 kg (44 pounds). Extra bags: An extra 
charge will be imposed to cover porterage handling  
of any additional luggage.
Maps Within This Publication
Note that maps may not be to scale. 
Images
Some images within this publication are courtesy  
of Judy Vanrenen, Simon Rickard, Toby Musgrave, 
Tourism Victoria, Roberto Seba, Brett Boardman, 
Noble Caledonia & AmAWAterWAys.
Publication No. BWD157. Prices, itineraries and 
publication is valid from 1 January 2016 and 
supersedes all previous publications.

Your Travel AgentFor Enquiries & Reservations Call  
Australia 1300 305 202

New Zealand 0800 525 300
United Kingdom 0845 672 9501

Group

BOTANICA TRAVEL CENTRES 
Represented by Australian Pacific Touring Pty Ltd

Head Office Australia 
Australian Pacific Touring Pty Ltd  
(ABN 44 004 684 619. ATAS accreditation #A10825)  
Level 4, 1230 Nepean Highway,  
Cheltenham VIC 3192. 

Group Enquiries 1800 655 440 
Visit our website at www.botanica.travel

For Bookings, Please Contact

ABTA No.V9080

TRAVEL
COMPENSATION
FUND PARTICIPANT
www.tcf.org.au

 INTERNATIONAL OFFICES

New Zealand:
Suite 5 Level 1, 20 Augustus Terrace,  
Parnell, Auckland 1151.

United Kingdom:
First Floor, Chalfont Court, 5 Hill Avenue 
Amersham, Buckinghamshire HP6 5BD.

Email us at:
info@botanica.travel
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