
 

 

ST BARBE  
Museum & Art Gallery 

LYMINGTON 

01590 676969 
WHAT’S ON  
JANUARY - SEPTEMBER 2016 



 
2 2 

Full wheelchair access 
 
 
 
Guide dogs welcome  
 
 
Exhibition labels 
 in large print 

Access Facilities 

Seating and wheelchair 
available 
 
 
Nappy changing 
facility 
 
Magnifiers 

Front cover image: Simon Dorrell, An Alder in Winter,  
(detail) Arborealists exhibition, see Page 10 



 

“Absolutely brilliant. Much better than many 
exhibitions I have seen in London. A jewel of a gallery 
with a well curated exhibition”      

 Visitor 2015 

St Barbe Museum & Art Gallery is an independent 
organisation governed by the Lymington Museum Trust. 
Since opening in 1995, it has acquired a reputation as one 
of the finest small museums and art galleries in the region. 

The museum explores the history of Lymington and the 
New Forest coast, with colourful hands-on displays 
providing a fascinating journey of discovery for all ages. 
The art galleries host an exclusive programme of 
exhibitions that regularly include works on loan from 
national and regional collections. 

Admission  
For a full list of prices, including concessions and Gift Aid 
donation please visit our website: 

www.stbarbe-museum.org.uk 
 

Museum Shop  
The Museum Gift Shop offers a unique array of local gifts, 
treats and souvenirs as well as books, maps  and greetings 
cards. Local parking clocks are available here. 
 

Visitor Information  
Friendly, well-informed volunteers offer help and advice 
for tourists and local residents.  Ask here for information 
on local events, transport, places of  interest, walks and 
accommodation. 
 

Old School Gallery  
Choose a special gift for yourself or a loved one from the 
range of original and hand-crafted items produced by  
local artists and craft makers. The displays are changed 
regularly and admission to this gallery is free. 
 

Income generated from retail and art sales is used to  
support exhibition, local community and education  
programmes. 
 

ST BARBE  
Museum & Art Gallery 
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MUSEUM 

 

With a wealth of original artefacts, photographs and works 
of art, the museum offers an accessible and interactive 
introduction to the New Forest coast, an area with a rich 
maritime heritage. 
 
Smugglers haunted these shores, boat-builders and salt-
makers plied their trades, and farmers, market-stall  
holders and shop-keepers supplied local communities.  
The Napoleonic period and the two world wars saw  
influxes of soldiers, while today holiday-makers flock to 
enjoy the Solent and New Forest. 
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Against the background of national and local events,  
St Barbe Museum tells the stories of how people, their 
activities and industries have shaped Lymington, 
New Milton, the surrounding villages and the coastline 
from prehistory to the present. 
 
Family-friendly displays feature games and activities, 
costumes to try on and objects to handle. Try our pilot 
boat: a favourite with younger visitors, it provides the 
flavour of working at sea. 
 
The museum collection includes an extensive photographic 
archive of the area. We now collect material in a digital 
format, and objects for handling in our educational work 
with schools, families, the elderly and special interest 
groups. If you have something which you think might be of 
interest, please contact us. 

“One of the best local museums I have seen.  
The links with the New Forest and the sea  

provide a very interesting perspective  
on the whole area.”  

Museum Visitor - April 2014 
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GALLERY  

In its two large gallery spaces, St Barbe presents a varied 
programme of exhibitions throughout the year. 
 
This year’s programme includes: 

 The nationally acclaimed Pastel Society. 

 The Arborealists, a  unique group of artists from around 
the country who promote the theme of trees in            
contemporary art. 

 An exhibition arising from the award-wining Observatory 
project which saw selected artists working inside a   
sculptural installation in Winchester and Lymington. 

 The annual Open Exhibition, now in its 17th year,  
showcasing pieces by artists from south-east England. 
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SHORELINES: 
ARTISTS ON THE SOUTH COAST  
Until 9 January 

This major exhibition takes the Channel coast as its  
subject, exploring how artists from the 18th century to 
the present have drawn inspiration from the cliffs, 
beaches and harbours of England's southern border.  
 
The south coast has often been a line of defence but has 
also been a gateway for trade and a popular destination 
for those seeking fun, sun and sea air. The exhibition looks 
at the contrasting approaches taken by resident and 
visiting artists who drew inspiration from the shoreline 
between Cornwall and Kent. Many celebrated artists have 
portrayed these shores including Constable, Turner, Brett, 
Nash, Nevinson, Ravilious, Eurich and more recently 
Kurt Jackson and Jeremy Gardiner. This unique exhibition 
is accompanied by a fully illustrated catalogue. 

Image: Eric Ravilious, Newhaven Harbour, Victoria and Albert Museum 
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Sponsored by: 



  

This exhibition looks at the rites and rituals associated with 
the religious beliefs of ancient Egyptians. The passage from 
life to the afterlife was a central component of their belief 
system and the items displayed offer a fascinating insight 
into this world and its unique symbolism. 
 
Featuring original artefacts from the Hampshire Cultural 
Trust collections, the exhibition has been designed to 
appeal to school children and families through a host of 
activities, while still offering lots for adults to discover and 
enjoy. Displays will include coffin masks, animal mummies, 
canopic jars, amulets, scarabs and a range of shabti figures . 
 

Exhibition provided by Hampshire Cultural Trust 

 
 

 

OUT OF EGYPT 
16 January - 27 February 

Sponsored by: 

Image: Egyptian Coffin Mask, Hampshire Cultural Trust collection 
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THE OBSERVATORY 
RESIDENCIES EXHIBITION 
5 March - 16 April 

The Observatory is a sculptural installation, an intervention, 
a space, a platform, a shelter and a look-out where artists’ 
residencies can take place. Initially installed at Winchester 
Science Centre, it moved to the Lymington-Keyhaven 
Nature Reserve between July and December 2015. This 
exhibition showcases work produced by the resident artists 
at both sites. It is also an opportunity to discover more 
about the project and the Observatory structures. 
 
Exhibiting artists Simon Ryder, Sean Harris and Isabella 
Martin took part in the residencies at Winchester. Katie 
Surridge, Alice Angus and Jilly Morris were resident on the 
Lymington salt marshes. Composer in residence Marc 
Yeats’ compositions will also be available in the exhibition. 
 
Exhibition provided in partnership with SPUD 
(Space, Placemaking and Urban Design). 
 

Image:  Mark Drury, The Observatory at Lymington Salt 
Marshes 
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In 2013 St Barbe mounted a double exhibition entitled 
Under the Greenwood – Picturing the British Tree. The 
second of the two shows featured the response of 
contemporary artists to the subject and spawned The 
Arborealists, a national group of artists who exhibit 
together to promote the theme of trees in contemporary 
art. We are delighted to welcome them back to their point 
of origin. 
 
The exhibition features new work by thirty-six artists and 
although they are united in their subject, their work 
presents an extraordinarily varied set of working practices. 
Among those exhibiting are: Jemma Appleby, Mary Anne 
Aytoun-Ellis, Jo Barry, Guillaume Brandy & Francis 
Dalschaertt, Tim Craven, Michelle Dovey, Dan Hays, Ffiona 
Lewis, Fiona McIntyre, Wladyslaw Mirecki, Michael Porter, 
Howard Phipps and Celia de Serra.  
 

A selling exhibition.  
 

Sponsored by: 

THE ARBOREALISTS 
23 April - 4 June 

Image: Wladyslaw Mirecki, Lane Road, Wakes Colne 
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THE 17th OPEN EXHIBITION 
11 June - 23 July 

The ever-popular Open Exhibition returns for its 17th year. 
As always it attracts the best paintings, prints and drawings 
from across the south east region of England. Firmly     
established in the regional arts calendar, and with 
a growing number of prizes on offer, the Open brings in 
artists from further afield to compete with regular entrants 
based in Hampshire and Dorset. The standard continues to 
rise and successful entries will be selected by an  
independent panel of judges. 

 
A great opportunity for those seeking high quality, 
affordable art. 
 
Artists will find entry forms on our website from April. 
The handing-in dates are Thursday 19 and Friday 20 May. 
 
 

A selling exhibition.  

THE ARBOREALISTS 
23 April - 4 June 

Image: Christine Marlow, Millennium Walk Surpassed 
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THE PASTEL SOCIETY 
30 July - 10 September 

The medium of pastel has long appealed to artists because 
it combines the immediacy of drawing with the painterly 
application of colour. The Pastel Society was created in 
1898, with George Frederick Watts, George Clausen and 
William Holman Hunt among its founding members. Today 
the Society continues to flourish, presenting the best in 
contemporary pastel and fusing traditional skills with    
creative originality.  
 
We are delighted to welcome the Society’s members to 
Lymington for a rare showing outside London.  This 
exhibition demonstrates the highest level of technical  
ability and a very diverse range of style and subject that 
embraces both the traditional and contemporary. For 
those unfamiliar with the medium, it will be a real eye-
opener, one not to be missed.  
 
A selling exhibition.  

Image: Sarah Bee, Blue Sky Day at Topsham 
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THE FUTURE FOR ST BARBE 
 
St Barbe will soon be even better.  A £2million project 
supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) is planned to 
create a whole range of improvements including a public 
archive, superb interactive displays  and an eyecatching 
new entrance.  To undertake this work it will be necessary 
to close the building for refurbishment in September 2016, 
with plans to reopen in Summer 2017.  
 
 

PLAY YOUR PART 
 
 
The Museum needs to raise £525,000 to trigger the HLF’s 
grant of £1.5  million.  Please help St Barbe to reach this 
target by making a donation online at : 
www.stbarbe-museum.org.uk/support/donate.php 
or by cheque payable to Lymington Museum Trust.   
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FAMILY EVENTS  
Come along and take part in engaging hands-on activities 
inspired by the museum’s collections and exhibitions. You 
can drop in for the Explorer Days, but please book your 
place on Family Workshops. 
 

14 

17 February: Join Treehouse Theatre for an exciting and 
interactive storytelling of ‘Antony & Cleopatra’ with plenty 
of opportunities to dress up. Performances at 10.30am & 
1.45pm; suggested age 4-11years.  
£4 children, £3 adults, advance booking required.  
 
 
Workshop bookings can now be made online via  
Eventbrite. For more information please email  
learning@stbarbe-museum.org.uk. Alternatively, bookings 
can be made in person at the St Barbe information desk. 
 
 
 
 

FAMILY WORKSHOP 

mailto:learning@stbarbe-museum.org.uk


 

 

 

Explorer Days encourage creativity and learning and are a 
great opportunity to have fun as a family. 
Drop in any time between 10.30am and 3.30pm. 
All ages are welcome and normal admission applies. 
 
 
18 February: Exploring Egypt 
Discover life in Ancient Egypt and handle authentic objects 
from the period. We will also be making decorative Egyptian 
cuffs, circlets and mini scarab beads. 
 
 
31 March: Roman Ramble 
Explore what life would have been like as a Roman slave,  
taking on tasks such as mosaic making and writing in Latin. 
There will also be a chance to handle Roman artefacts on 
loan from Rockbourne Roman Villa. 
 
 
2 June: Messy Printmakers 
Have a go at printmaking and create your own nature -
themed designs, inspired by the Arborealist exhibition. Block 
designs can be printed onto cards, postcards and pictures. 

FAMILY EXPLORER DAYS 

15 



  

 
 
 
 

Featuring painting, sculpture and printmaking work          
produced by Year 10 and 11 pupils at Priestlands School. 
Many of the pieces have been inspired by artists who have 
previously exhibited at St Barbe.  

SCHOOL BOOKINGS  

Museum sessions for KS1 & KS2 are based around 
national curriculum topics. We also offer an open 
and flexible Gallery Exploration session for KS1-3, based 

around the Art Gallery exhibitions and the requirements  
of the school. Details on our website. 

OLD SCHOOL GALLERY 
PRIESTLANDS SCHOOL 
POP-UP EXHIBITION  
14 - 25 June 
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CHILDREN’S UNIVERSITY 
 
St Barbe is registered as a Children’s University 
destination. Enjoy a visit to the museum or take part in a 
family activity and get your passport stamped as you leave. 
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 OLD SCHOOL GALLERY 
HAMPSHIRE OPEN STUDIOS 
20 - 29 August 
 

We are proud to be taking part once again in Hampshire 
Open Studios, an annual art trail involving more than 500 
artists across the county.  A diverse range of work by  
talented local artists will be on display and for sale in the  
Old School Gallery, which is free to enter. 
 
This is a great way to buy affordable, original art. 
Look out for the colourful  and comprehensive catalogue, 
which is distributed across the county throughout July. To 
find out more about us and to see which other local venues 
or artists are taking part, visit Hampshire Open Studios  
website:  
 

www.hampshireopenstudios.org.uk 
 

 

 

Image: Pete Gilbert, Hi Ho Silver  

http://www.hampshireopenstudios.org.uk


 

  
 

 

OLD SCHOOL GALLERY 
TWENTY20 ART  
FOR OAKHAVEN HOSPICE  

3 - 9 September 

An exciting chance to buy or bid for outstanding original 
20cm x 20cm paintings by established & undiscovered  
artists and help support Oakhaven Hospice. 
 
Twenty20 Art presents more than 100 exceptional pieces 
by high calibre artists, who last year included John  
Illsley from Dire Straits; Rosemary Welch, the famous  
equestrian painter; Mary How, known for the original  
illustrations in Enid Blyton books, and up and coming  
favourite Will Rochfort. 
 
Now in its third year, this is the first time Twenty20 Art is  
being held at St Barbe. Silent bids are taken during the 
week of the exhibition and the top twenty paintings  will be 
auctioned on Friday 9 September. 
 

Please join us for drinks and canapés  
and bid for your favourite artwork 
while supporting your local hospice.  
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Sponsored by: 



 

Becoming a Friend will keep you in touch with all that is 
happening and give you a chance to get involved too. 

 
By joining the Friends you enjoy these benefits: 

 Annual admission to the Museum 

 Annual admission to all Gallery exhibitions 

 Entrance to Friends talks and events 

 Friends newsletters 

 A special Friends private view 

 Discounted admission to the New Forest  Centre  
          and Buckler’s Hard Maritime Museum 
 

Gold membership  includes: 

 Admissions for Member and one guest 

 Invitations to all private views 

 Free access to all Gallery talks and events  

Joint Gold membership includes a second household 
member with the same benefits. 
 
Membership donations: 
Adult   £18 
Concession  £15 (senior citizens, ES40 holders,  
            students) 
Joint Concession £30 
Family    £33 (2 adults and up to 4 children)  
Gold Membership £50  
Joint Gold   £75 

Non-members are welcome to attend Friends talks  at a 
small charge 
 

 
St Barbe Museum & Art Gallery is an independent charity 
and relies on its own generated income, project grants and 
donations from its generous supporters. To find out more 
about how to help fund St Barbe please visit: 
 

www.stbarbe-museum.org.uk/support/php 
 

THANK YOU 

BECOME A FRIEND OF ST BARBE 

OTHER WAYS TO HELP 
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FRIENDS EVENTS 2016 

Friday 8 January 
WW2 AIR TRANSPORT AUXILIARY 
 
Lymington Community Centre 
Refreshments 7.00pm Talk 7.30pm 
Non-members £5 
 

John Webster is an ardent aviation enthusiast, amateur 
historian and Secretary to the ATA Association. The Air 
Transport Auxiliary was created to support the RAF and 
Fleet Air Arm. John’s talk will expand on the ATA’s 
structure and focus on the women of the all-female Ferry 
Pilots’ Pool at Hamble, who flew many different aircraft,  
notably the locally built Spitfires. 
 
Friday 12 February 
CIRCLES of INFLUENCE:  
BRITISH ART 1915-50 
A Diarist’s Perspective 
 
Lymington Community Centre 
Refreshments 7.00pm  Talk 7.30pm 
Fund-raising event: Friends Members £3 
Non-members £6 
 

An illustrated talk by Gill Clarke, based on the diaries of 
the distinguished artist and influential teacher Randolph 
Schwabe (1885-1948). They offer a unique record and 
fascinating insight into British artistic and literary circles of 
that time. Copies of Schwabe’s Diaries will be available on 
the night at a special price. 
 
Friday 4 March 
HIGHCLIFFE CASTLE -  
PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE 
 

Lymington Community Centre 
Refreshments 7.00pm  Talk 7.30pm 
Non-members £5 
 

David Hopkins, the castle manager, will tell how the 
creation of Highcliffe Castle was driven by one man’s 
ambition, and how the building was later reborn from 
dereliction through imagination, persistence and hard 
work. 
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FRIENDS EVENTS 2016 

Friday 8 APRIL 
ART FROM THE OBSERVATORY 
 
Lymington Community Centre 
Refreshments 7.00pm Talk 7.30pm 
Non-members £5 
 

Phil Smith, Co-Director of SPUD (Space Place making & 
Urban Design), will talk about the Observatory, its past, 
present and future.  This unique installation has inspired 
an exhibition in the St Barbe Gallery featruing work 
produced by its resident artists. 
 
Friday 13 May 
THE ARBOREALISTS: 
The Art of Trees 
 

Lymington Community Centre 
Refreshments 7.00pm Talk 7.30pm 
Non-members £5 
 

The Arborealists are a group of artists who exhibit 
together to promote the theme of trees in contemporary 
art. The group emerged from an exhibition at St Barbe in 
2013. Artists Jo Barry, Fiona McIntyre and one other will 
talk about their careers, influences and the development 
of their art practices; and why trees are such an 
important subject for them.  

Friday 3 June 
SOWLEY HOUSE GARDEN 
 

Visit to the garden 
6.00pm to 8.00pm   
Friends Members only 
Entry by pre-paid ticket (£10) 
Full details will be in the Friends Newsletter 
 

Mrs Otto van de Vorm, a passionate gardener and artist, 
has kindly agreed to allow the Friends of St Barbe to visit 
her garden at Sowley House. This beautiful garden 
reaches down to the Solent, and we will be visiting at the 
right time of the year to see it at its best.  A visit in the 
early evening is a real treat as the light reflects off the 
water and vegetation. The evening will be rounded off 
with a little light refreshment. 
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FRIENDS EVENTS 2016  
Friday 10 June 
ROMSEY WAR HORSE  
and TROOPER 
 

Lymington Community Centre 
Refreshments 7.00pm Talk 7.30pm 
Non-members £5 
 

The Romsey War Horse was commissioned to 
commemorate the 120,000 horses, mules and men 
trained for the front line at the Romsey Remount Depot 
during WW1. The Memorial’s sculptor, Amy Goodman, 
will talk about its commissioning and evolution and will 
also show a 20-minute film showing its creation. 
 

Friday 8 July 
PURE PIGMENT 
 

Lymington Community Centre 
Refreshments 7.00pm  Talk 7.30pm 
Non-members £5 
 

Felicity House was elected as Member of the Pastel 
Society in 2003 and is the Society’s archivist. Her 
illustrated talk will place the St Barbe Pastel Society 
exhibition in context, with an historical background to the 
medium and examination of the work of key pastel 
artists, and provide insights into techniques and 
approaches used by contemporary pastellists. 
 

Thursday 28 July 
FRIENDS EXHIBITION PREVIEW: The Pastel Society 
 

St Barbe Gallery, 6.00pm to 8.00pm 
Please note the earlier start time. Friends Members only 
 
Friday 9 September 
THE ARTISTS RIFLES: From Pre-
Raphaelites to Passchendaele 
 

Lymington Community Centre 
Refreshments 7.00pm  Talk 7.30pm 
Non-members £5 
 

Steve Marshall curated the 2014 Artists Rifles exhibition 
for Hampshire County Council. His illustrated talk will tell 
the fascinating and unlikely story of this unique regiment. 
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FRIENDS EVENTS 2016 
Friday 7 October 
FISH and CHIPS QUIZ 
 
Lymington Community Centre 
7.00pm to 9.30pm 
Please note the earlier start 
time 
Tickets: £10 members, £12 guests 
 
Informal quiz evening for Friends and friends of Friends. 
Choice of fish, chicken or vegetarian burger and chips. 
Remember to bring your own drinks and glasses 
Book your place and meal choice by Friday 30th 
September. Full details will be in the Friends Newsletter 
 
Friday 4 November 
TITHE MAPS:  
The End of Clerical Anticipation? 
 
Lymington Community Centre 
Refreshments 7.00pm  Talk 7.30pm 
Non-members £5 
 
Geraldine Beech was a professional 
archivist at the National Archives 
dealing, with everything from medieval legal plans to 
maps for the Suez Campaign. 
 
The tithe maps of the mid-19th century were prepared for 
the valuation process required by the Tithe Commutation 
Act, 1836. They were the first large-scale maps of many 
places in England and Wales. Geraldine’s illustrated talk 
will explain what tithes were, why tithe maps were made 
and how they and the associated apportionments are 
such a rich resource for local and family history. 
 
Friday 9 December 
St Barbe Christmas Reception 
6.00pm to 7.30pm 
 
 
Venue to be decided 
Full details will be in the Friends Newsletter 



 

 
 
 

Supported by: 

HOW TO FIND US 

By Rail Five minutes walk from Lymington Town station. 

By Road From the east: leave the M27 at jct 2, follow 
 A326 towards Fawley, take B3054 through 
 Beaulieu to Lymington. From the west and 
 north: follow A337 to Lymington town centre. 
 Follow brown signs to town car park and museum. 

By Bus Bluestar No 6 from Southampton.  Morebus X1 or 
 X2 from Bournemouth or Christchurch. 

Parking Pay and Display in Emsworth Road, including 
 two disabled spaces beside the museum. 
 

 
 
 

New Street, Lymington 
Hampshire SO41 9BH 

Telephone: 01590 676969 

www.stbarbe-museum.org.uk 
 
 

We are an independent museum 
run by Lymington Museum Trust. 
Registered Charity no. 1018779 

ST BARBE Museum & Art Gallery 


