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EUROpE’S WILD 
WESTERN COAST 

An expedition in Europe aboard Silver Explorer reveals 
new dimensions of even familiar destinations. Whilst you 
might expect grand museums and historic cathedrals, you 
can also savour succulent oysters and Michelin-starred 
restaurants, hike the trails of an island where puffins 
outnumber people, and relax in a thermal pool 65 miles 
south of the Arctic Circle. 

Even the most experienced traveller will see the Old World in 
a whole new light on an expedition with Silversea. Our three 
European itineraries that traverse the entire Atlantic Coast offer 
unique and highly personalised opportunities to explore both 
the familiar and hidden treasures of these weathered shores. 

Choose Anglo-Celtic Shores, and along with the great 
cathedrals and castles of the British Isles, you can also gaze at 
sub-tropical gardens, delve deep into Neolithic sites and go 
hiking and birding on islands where puffins outnumber people. 
While our Gourmand Pilgrimage will satisfy the appetite of 
any epicurean with its world-famous wines, cuisines and fabled 
landmarks like Frank Gehry’s Guggenheim Museum and the 
legendary Mont St.-Michel abbey. But with avid naturalists as 
your guides, you’ll also visit little-known Cies Island by Zodiac®, 
a natural paradise and wildlife preserve with the world’s largest 
colony of yellow-tailed gulls and some of the most beautiful 
beaches in Spain. Then there’s Scottish Isles & Iceland, a 
marvellous itinerary that not only focuses on the prolific bird 
life of these remote isles, but includes ancient Neolithic sites, 
geothermal wonders, Viking history, and windswept landscapes 
— scenery more fantastic than make-believe. 

Expedition Team
We’ve taken great care to assemble a top-notch team of 
experts. For we know full well that those who yearn to venture 
off the beaten path also demand a wealth of information from 
knowledgeable guides. In daily briefings, discussions and 
recaps, you’ll learn about your destination from naturalists, 
historians, archaeologists and other professionals hand-picked 
for their expertise in the regions you visit. You can cruise 
by Zodiac to tiny Rathlin Island in Northern Ireland while a 
historian explains its storied past, for example. Or join an 
ornithologist on deck and learn to identify the diverse species 

of seabirds in the Shetland Isles. The marine biologist can 
usually be found here too, searching the seas for signs of 
marine life. Numerous species of whales, porpoises and seals 
proliferate in these waters, warmed by the currents of the  
Gulf Stream.

Onboard Lifestyle
Purpose-built with an ice-strengthened hull, Silver Explorer 
offers a sense of style and elegance that is unprecedented 
in expedition cruising. The onboard ambience is warm and 
friendly, and with only 132 fellow guests, there’s considerable 
opportunity to meet and mingle with the expedition team and 
fellow travellers. After all, one of the great joys of an expedition 
is the company you meet — and keep. Her intimate size and 
shallow draft allow for maximum manoeuvrability through 
narrow fjords and inlets. Notable Silversea distinctions such 
as all-suite accommodations with butler service, open bars, 
complimentary WiFi, and truly world-class cuisine are luxuries 
rarely seen in expedition cruising. And with a crew-to-guest 
ratio of nearly one to one, service is equally outstanding. 

The Royal Geographical Society: An Exclusive Partnership
Thanks to this distinguished alliance, guests can enjoy historical 
information collated from centuries of scientific exploration by 
the Royal Geographical Society. Founded in 1830, the Society, 
whose patron is The Queen of England, has supported some 
of the world’s most notable explorers. Its archives contain over 
two million items that record the history of exploration for the 
past 500 years, including the discoveries of Eric the Red, Leif 
Ericson and the Portuguese Prince, Henry the Navigator, who 
launched the first great European voyages of exploration — an 
invaluable resource for scientific research. And now for the 
guests of Silversea.
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ANgLO-CELTIC 
ShORES

During the halcyon months of summer, when 
golden twilight stretches into the next day’s 
dawn, we venture to the shores of Celtic 
lands and to a cornucopia of captivating 
sights: Charming villages and ancient 
monuments, walled gardens and romantic 
castles, headlands dense with seabirds, and 
fantastic carpets of wildflowers.

EXPEDITION HIGHLIGHTS

•	Wander amidst the spectacular gardens of abbey, 
powerscourt and Mount Congreve

•	Visit st. Canice and st. patrick’s Cathedrals in ireland  
and st. davids in Wales

•	inspect the Book of Kells at trinity College in dublin
•	Marvel at the remarkable wildlife on skomer island
•	photograph the ruins of dunluce and armadale castles 
•	observe huge colonies of guillemots, razorbills, puffins  

and kittiwakes 
•	Experience the mystical giant’s Causeway on the  

stunning antrim Coast
•	admire skara Brae, the ring of Brodgar and other pre-

historic treasures  

Any moment can fill you with wonder. The midsummer twilight 
that casts a glassy loch in amber; mystical megaliths buried 
deep in the past; the magical scenes along the Antrim Coast. 
This is a region of artistic creations from historic castles and 
estates to Mother Nature’s breathtaking canvases. Nor are 
birders forgotten who will delight in Zodiac® trips to observe a 
wide variety of seabirds foraging, breeding and nesting at this 
time of year.

A TASTE OF YOUR ITINERARY

Lonely moors and megalithic ruins, charming hamlets, seabird 
sanctuaries and historic treasures are scattered across the 
windswept shores of Scotland, Ireland, and England. With its 
Georgian squares and cathedrals, Dublin is a treasure to explore. 
But we also visit many lesser-known highlights including:

BRITISH ISLES & IRELAND (V7711)

Tresco, Isles of Scilly, UK
Go ashore by Zodiac for a guided tour of Abbey Garden, home 
to thousands of exotic plant species from 80 countries (ranging 
from Brazil to New Zealand and Burma to South Africa). Plant 
collector Augustus Smith began these sub-tropical gardens in 
the 1830s on the site of an old Benedictine Abbey, carving three 
terraces into the rocky slope and maximizing Tresco’s mild Gulf 
Stream climate. 

Waterford, Ireland
Enjoy a leisurely stroll through the spectacular Mount Congreve 
woodland garden. Situated at a sheltered bend along the river 
Suir, this magnificent estate includes a fantastic 100-acre garden 
with thousands of rare and unusual plants and trees. For sheer 
size alone, there is no private garden in the world to rival Mount 
Congreve. Alternatively, you can drive through Waterford’s 
green countryside to restored Kilkenny Castle with its splendid 
antiquity, and to the 13th-century cathedral of St Canice, 
the second largest cathedral in Ireland and a jewel of Gothic 
architecture. A traditional Irish pub lunch is included and there 
will be some free time to browse at the Kilkenny Design Centre. 

St Davids and Skomer Island, Wales
Drive through the beautiful Welsh countryside to tiny St Davids; 
its fabulous 12th-century cathedral was built in a hidden 
depression to be less noticeable to Norse invaders. This 
afternoon, puffins or perhaps a pod of dolphins whirl around our 
Zodiacs in the Marine Nature Reserve of Skomer Island, a birder 
and photographer’s paradise. In spring an explosion of bluebells 
blanket the slopes, and cliffs echo with a cacophony of birds 
including a breeding colony of Manx Shearwaters. 
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Kilkenny Castle, Ireland

St. Kilda, Scotland

Comeragh Mountains, Waterford, Ireland

Rathlin Island and Portrush, Northern Ireland
Rathlin’s special conservation area is home to tens of thousands 
of seabirds, including Common Guillemots, Kittiwakes, Puffins 
and Razorbills. This afternoon drive along the stunning North 
Antrim coast to the medieval ruins of Dunluce Castle, a 
frequent setting for Game of Thrones. Then get your cameras 
ready for Northern Ireland’s only UNESCO World Heritage Site: 
Giant’s Causeway, a natural wonder.

St. Kilda, Outer Hebrides, Scotland
The uninhabited archipelago is one of the few places to have 
both cultural and natural UNESCO World Heritage status. It 
boasts the westernmost landmass in the United Kingdom, 
and its cliffs are home to the most important seabird breeding 
colony in north-west Europe. The restored 18th century 
settlement of Village Bay offers a marvelous link with the past. 
Whilst the small population left in the 1930s, a caretakers acts 
as shopkeeper and postmaster – in case you would like to 
send a postcard from St. Kilda.  Later, we cruise past two of the 
largest gannetries in the world. 

Isle of Rum 
We will anchor in Loch Scresort, whose north shore is one of 
the oldest human settlement sites in Scotland. Rum’s unique 
geology will impress, with the core of an ancient volcano 
forming the ‘Rum cuillins’ mountains. Rum is an important 
natural heritage site, designated as a National Nature Reserve, 
and a Special Protection Area for Birds. A short hike from the 
pier is Kinloch Castle, originally built as a grand hunting lodge 
to be used only a few weeks per year in 1897, and we will take 
a tour of the castle whilst ashore. 

Church Bay, Rathlin Island

Giants Causeway



Join us this summer as we sail toward the 
never-setting Arctic sun on a passage of 
serendipitous surprise and jaw-dropping 
spectacles. Islands that echo with the 
cacophony of seabirds and barking seals. 
Steaming blue lagoons, 60 miles from the 
Arctic Circle. Boiling mud baths, spouting 
geysers, lonely stone monoliths piercing the 
windswept tundra… surrender to the 
irresistible allure of the new and unknown  
as the Vikings did a long time ago.

SCOTTISH ISLES & ICELAND (V7712)

EXPEDITION HIGHLIGHTS

•	 tour the neolithic heartland of orkney – a unEsCo  
World heritage site

•	 discover one of iceland’s largest puffin colonies and the 
largest tern nesting site on grimsey island

•	 look for grey seals and short-finned pilot whales in the 
Faroese fjords

•	 Marvel at the boiling mud baths and steaming fumaroles  
of lake Myvatn

•	 take a dip in the north´s version of the Blue lagoon
•	 see latrabjarg, Europe’s largest bird cliff
•	 Visit godafoss, one of iceland’s most dramatic waterfalls
 
The vast colonies of seabirds, captivating history and 
spectacular landscapes will astound you as we venture to 
these northern isles during the height of the summer solstice. 
Headlands and coasts provide habitats for millions of birds 
who arrive to breed and nest in the Scottish Isles, while in 
Iceland, thundering waterfalls and geothermal wonders gush 
and bubble across the landscape. Feel the spirit of adventure 
as we follow the path of the Vikings, and join merrymakers 
everywhere celebrating the all-too-brief summer sun. 

A TASTE OF YOUR ITINERARY

Kirkwall, Orkney Islands
Cairns, brochs, rings, stone villages — a vast treasure of Neolithic 
sites dot the gently rolling hills and dunes of Orkney. The 

Neolithic heartland of Orkney contains probably the richest 
trove of prehistoric monuments in the U.K, the Standing Stones 
of Stenness, the Ring of Brodgar, Maeshow and the preserved 
village of Skara Brae. Come be amazed.

Lerwick and Isle of Noss, Shetland, Scotland
The northernmost town in Scotland reflects its proximity to 
Norway with a delightful blend of Scottish and Scandinavian 
cultures. The site of Jarlshof embraces at least 5000 years of 
human history, from late Neolithic houses and a Bronze-Age 
village to several Norse longhouses and a 16th century laird’s 
house. The Isle of Noss has one of Europe’s largest and most 
diverse seabird colonies. By Zodiac we’ll look for gannets, 
puffins, guillemots, kittiwakes, razorbills, fulmars, great skuas — 
and perhaps even glimpse the elusive otter that frolics in the 
surrounding waters. 

Mykines, Faroe Islands
Hard to imagine that a treeless landscape could be so beautiful. 
Warmed by the Gulfstream, the Faroes are known for their 
stunning emerald hills and picturesque villages. Only a dozen 
humans inhabit Mykines, the westernmost isle. But every year 
half a million pairs of puffins flock to this wave-lashed paradise, 
along with gannets, kittiwakes, fulmars and more.  

Akureyri, Iceland
The landscape — hot springs, boiling mud baths, gushing 
geysers, steaming volcanic vents. A full day excursion to Lake 
Myvatn and the geothermal area of Krafla presents a microcosm 
of all the natural wonders of this land of fire and ice. Rare birds 
abound. Godafoss is one of Iceland’s most dramatic waterfalls, 
and there are geothermal pools, too; the North’s answer to the 
Blue Lagoon, Myvatn Nature Baths are arguably better.

6  Silversea.com/expeditions

SCOTTISh ISLES 
& ICELAND



Europe and British Isle Expedition Voyages 2017   7

Edinburgh Castle, Scotland    Shetland, Scotland

Lerwick, Shetland

Isafjordur, Iceland
A wild romance clings to Iceland’s great, jagged West Fjords, 
the least populated region in Iceland. Flat-topped mountains 
plunge at sheer angles overshadowing tiny fishing villages and 
scenic fjords. Isafjordur is the municipal centre of the region, a 
lively fishing port with an excellent Maritime Museum housed 
in one of the oldest buildings in Iceland, and a flourishing 
cultural and artistic scene. Visit The Old Hospital, now a 
cultural centre with an art gallery, and stroll through the Old 
Town with its narrow street and its 19th century wooden houses 
and breathe in the lifestyle and history of one of Iceland’s 
oldest towns.

Latrabjarg Cliff 
As we approach Latrabjarg Cliff, be out on deck to see the 
different species of seabirds that have found their home along 
Europe’s largest bird cliff in the westernmost point of Iceland. 
Millions of Atlantic Puffins, Northern Gannets, razorbills and 
guillemots nest along the promontory and in and above the 
cliff which stretches almost 9 miles and reaches heights of up 
to 1500 feet. Safe from foxes, the birds are fearless and provide 
stunning photographic opportunities at close-up range.

Flatey Island 
Like many other small islands, Flatey was used for fishing and 
trade, but this island prospered so much that it became the 
centre of commercial and cultural life in the 19th century for 
this part of Iceland. Despite its name as ‘Flat Island’ there is a 
mountain in the central ridge, and because of the rich waters, 35 
species of birds have been counted on Flatey: from Eider Ducks 
and guillemots to Atlantic Puffins, Arctic Terns, Red-necked 
Phalaropes, Ringed Plover and Snow Buntings. Approaching by 
Zodiac you might even spot orcas.  

Akureyri, Iceland Godafoss, Iceland 
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A gOURMAND 
pILgRAMAgE

An expedition for adventurous epicureans 
and culture lovers, alike! Attend culinary 
seminars, enjoy Oporto’s eponymous drink, 
and savour the exquisite flavours of 
Galician tapas, Bordeaux wines, and 
Bretagne oysters on this culinary specialty 
voyage. A private cocktail at the Bilbao 
Guggenheim is surely not to be missed while 
a visit to the beaches of Normandy is both 
impressive and evocative.

EXPEDITION HIGHLIGHTS

•	  taste portugal’s famous port wine
•	 Enjoy a private cocktail at Bilbao’s world-famous 

guggenheim Museum 
•	 savour wines and Michelin-starred restaurants in Bordeaux
•	 admire the enviable collection of sculptures at guernsey’s 

beautiful sausmare Manor
•	 Marvel at one of France’s greatest treasures:  

Mont st.-Michel, an 8th-century masterpiece
•	 partake in culinary events aboard and ashore
•	 sample oysters, crêpes and pintxos in the Breton  

oyster Capital
•	 Visit World War ii d-day sites and the Bayeux tapestry
 
Uncork your passion for food and wine as you sail along the 
Atlantic seaboard, sampling some of the most authentic 
cuisine and finest delicacies Europe has to offer. Sip port in 
Oporto, a Grand Vin in Bordeaux, and savour sweet crepes 
and succulent oysters in Brittany. Then there’s Normandy with 
its creamy cheeses and fruits de mer, an haute-cuisine heaven 
for food lovers. What more can we offer to tempt your palette? 
Wine-pairing dinners in Michelin-starred restaurants? Tapas 
in Galicia? A private cocktail reception at the Guggenheim in 
Bilbao? And, don’t forget Silversea’s own wine tastings and 
cooking demonstrations during your days at sea. 

A TASTE OF YOUR ITINERARY

The merry month of May is the perfect time to partake in the 
delights of Europe’s Atlantic Coast before the crowds arrive. 
Here are some of the highlights. 

Cies Islands, Galicia, Spain
The Romans named this national park ‘Islands of the Gods’ , and 
with good reason. These islands are a true natural paradise, 
home to over 15,000 nesting seabirds and one of the most 
beautiful beaches in Spain.  

St. Malo, Brittany, France
After WWII the walled city of St.-Malo was painstakingly restored 
and stands today with its medieval ramparts, 17th-century 
mansions and cathedral gloriously intact. From here you can visit 
the legendary Mont-St.-Michel, looming mirage-like out of the 
sea. Or join a culinary outing to the fishing village of Cancale, 
the oyster capital of Brittany, where you can sample a variety 
of plump oysters, as well as traditional galettes at a certified 
Créperie Gourmande. 

Bilbao, Biscay, Spain
Spain’s sixth-largest city claims international status thanks 
to Frank Gehry’s iconic Guggenheim Museum, ‘a titanium 
masterpiece’. After a guided tour of its outstanding collection 
of contemporary art, enjoy a cocktail and pintxos. Then 
stroll through the Casco Viejo, the old town, with its winding 
pedestrian streets and 14th-century Gothic cathedral.

Caen, Normandy, France
From the Ducs of Normandy to the D-Day Invasion of 1944, 
Normandy has been the site of some of the greatest events 
in history. We’ll cruise through locks to Caen for a visit to the 
Bayeux Tapestry Museum, which houses the world’s most 
celebrated piece of needlework, and the Invasion Museum, 
regarded as the best WWII museum in France. Then round up 
our day with a visit to the famed Omaha landing beach and 
the American Cemetery and Memorial. Don’t miss sampling 
the region’s renowned provincial cookery, perhaps a flavourful 
Mussels Normand.  

PORTUGAL, SPAIN, FRANCE & GUERNSEY (V7709)
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It’s one thing to visit  
a place, but it’s
another to immerse 
yourself in it. Not 
just to see the sights, 
but also to meet the 
people, understand 
the history and 
drink in the culture.

Onboard cooking demonstration

Immerse yourself in the cultures and cuisines of the regions you visit on this specialty voyage, enjoying special culinary events 
aboard and delectable tours ashore in the company of expert guest hosts. 

A FEAST FOR THE SENSES   

MEET YOUR CULINARY TEAM 

Culinary Highlights
•  attend vintner lectures, wine tastings and food 

demonstrations on board
• Enjoy specially selected red and white varietals with  

lunch and dinner
• sip world-famous port wines at a well-known wine cellar 

in oporto
• sample a variety of meat and seafood pintxos in Bilbao 

paired with the Basque Country’s famous rioja wines 

• Visit the classified wine Château lynch-Bages in the heart 
of the Medoc region

• Enjoy a special lunch at relais & Châteaux Cordeillan-Bages 
(2* Michelin) in Bordeaux 

• taste freshly baked scones and clotted cream during the 
quintessential English tea party at sausmarez Manor in 
guernsey – the island of Flowers 

• savour succulent oysters and delicate crepes in Cancale, 
Bretagne’s oyster capital 

Lawrence D’Almeida   
Silversea Wine Ambassador
Parisian-born Lawrence 
d’Almeida studied history at Yale 
and Harvard and was the 
winemaker and director of the 
boutique Chianti Classico winery 
Villa Casale before becoming a 
wine buyer and educator. He lives 
near Florence in the heart of 
Tuscany.

Rudi Scholdis   
Culinary Director
From Alain Ducasse to Charlie 
Trotter, Rudi has worked alongside 
some of the World’s leading chefs. 
As Silversea’s Culinary Director, 
Chef Rudi obtained an exclusive 
partnership with Relais & 
Châteaux, and developed 
Silversea’s L’Ecole des Chefs 
programme, the only Relais & 
Châteaux cooking school at sea. 

Tom Badcock   
Cheese Expert
Throughout the world, there are 
hundreds of varieties of cheese, 
and Tom Badcock knows them all. 
As one of Britain’s foremost 
cheese specialists, Tom’s depth of 
knowledge is unparalleled, and as 
a lecturer on his favourite subject, 
he provides an eccentric and 
entertaining programme. 

http://www.silversea.com/onboard/enrichments/expedition-team/tom-badcock/
http://www.silversea.com/onboard/enrichments/guest-lecturers/lawrence-dalmeida/
http://www.silversea.com/onboard/enrichments/guest-lecturers/rudi-scholdis/
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PRE- & POST-VOYAGE LAND ADVENTURES

Extend your voyage with these Land 
Adventures. Offered before or after select 
voyages, these excursions explore a 
region’s must-see destinations and include 
accommodation, transfers, sightseeing  
and some meals.

PORTSMOUTH, UK

English Manor Retreat 
Revel in the pastoral tranquility of a
unique hotel — a refined retreat with
more than a few surprises. Set in 240
acres of picturesque parkland on the
borders of Windsor Great Park,
Coworth Park blends the warmth and
comfort of a traditional country house
hotel with an eccentric spirit that is
undeniably English and irrefutably
modern.
Two nights pre-cruise: Voyage 7711

Manors of Ireland
Explore the Victorian Muckross House
and the gardens at Powerscourt
Demesne. Stay at the exquisite Relais
& Châteaux Sheen Falls Lodge,
Marlfield House and The Merrion,
one of Dublin’s most luxurious hotels.
Four nights pre-cruise: Voyage 7711

REYKJAVIK, ICELAND

Golden Circle, Blue Lagoon
Explore the UNESCO World Heritage
Site, Thingvellir National Park, the
majestic Gullfoss waterfall and the
geothermal phenomena at Geysir. Relax
in the famed Blue Lagoon — a natural
geothermal spa located in the middle of
a beautiful lava field.
Three nights post-cruise: Voyage 7712

 

SILVER SHORE SIMPLY HOTEL
Overnight at a 4.5- or 5-star hotel 
before or after your cruise. Includes one 
night standard room accommodation 
and breakfast. Transfers, additional 
nights and upgrades available.

Leith, United Kingdom
The Glasshouse Hotel

Lisbon, Portugal
InterContinental Lisbon

Portsmouth, United Kingdom
Conrad London St. James

Reykjavik, Iceland
1919 Hotel

SILVER SHORE GRANDE HOTEL
Extend your Silversea holiday with a  
stay at a landmark hotel or boutique
property. Includes full breakfast and
private transfer from airport to hotel.
Additional nights and upgrades
available upon request.

Leith, United Kingdom
The Caledonian

Lisbon, Portugal
Ritz Four Seasons

Portsmouth, United Kingdom
Claridges (London)

Please note that packages, flights and 
accommodations are subject to change.  
For more information, please call Silversea 
Reservations or visit:  
www.silversea.com/expeditions

Muckross House, Ireland
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EUROPE AND BRITISH ISLES

2017
DATE DAYS VOYAGE SHIP PORTS

20 MAY 11 7709 SILVER EXPLORER LISBON > Oporto (Leixões) > Vigo > Cies Islands > Day at Sea > Bilbao > Bordeaux  > Day at Sea > St Peter Port > 
Saint Malo  > Caen > HONfLEuR 

08 JUN 11 7711 SILVER EXPLORER PORTSMOuTH > Tresco, Isles Of Scilly > Pembroke > Skomer Island > Waterford > Dublin > Douglas, Isle Of Man > Church Bay, 
Rathlin Island >  Portrush > St Kilda > Cruise By Stac An Armin > Armadale, Isle Of Skye, Isle Of Rum > Kirkwall, Orkney Islands  > 
Aberdeen > LEITH (EDINBuRGH)

19 JUN 11 7712 SILVER EXPLORER LEITH (EDINBuRGH)  > Cruise Bass Rock > Isle Of May > Kirkwall, Orkney Islands > Lerwick, Shetland Islands > Noss > 
Torshavn > Mykines > Djupivogur > Grimsey > Akureyri > Isafjordur > Vigur Island > Latrabjarg Cliffs >  
Flatey Island >  REYkjAVIk  

 Overnight stay  Pre- / Post-cruise Land Adventures     

7709 – A GOuRMAND PILGRIMAGE

7711 – ANGLO-CELTIC SHORES

7712 – SCOTTISH ISLES & ICELAND

Ireland

Isafjordur

Djupivogur

Tórshavn

Noss

Lerwick

Isle of Rum
Kirkwall

St. Kilda

Armadale

Stac an Armin

Isle of May

Douglas

Aberdeen

Pembroke

CaenSt Peters Port

Tresco

Dublin

Portrush
Church Bay

Waterford

Skomer Island

Saint Malo

Bordeaux

Bilbao

Oporto

Vigo

Cies Islands

reykjavik

leith

honfleur
portsmouth

lisbon

EuropE

Latrabjarg Cliffs

Grimsey

Akureyri

Flatey Island

Vigur Island

Mykines

Learn More

http://www.silversea.com/destinations/northern-europe-british-isles-cruise/7712/
http://www.silversea.com/destinations/northern-europe-british-isles-cruise/7711/
http://www.silversea.com/destinations/northern-europe-british-isles-cruise/7709/
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EUROPE & BRITISH ISLES

01  “Giants Causeway”. Section from: “A New Map of Ireland. Divided into 
Provinces, Counties, and Baronies ... according to the Newest and most Exact 
Observations” by Herman Moll, 173202 La Pérouse 

02 Section showing Shetland Islands, from: “The north part of Great Britain  
called Scotland… according to the Newest and most Exact Observations”  
by Herman Moll, 1732

01

02

From the travels of Queen Victoria around the coastline 
of her beloved Scottish islands – the ‘Isles at the end of 
the Seas’ – to the legends and myths associated with The 
Giant’s Causeway, the incursions of the Vikings in the 9th 
and 10th centuries and the treasures washed ashore from 
ships of the Spanish Armada in the 16th century, Silversea 
guest resources provided by the Society explore some of 
the lesser-known stories about the coastline of the British 
Isles from a historical perspective.
 
Explore some of the early mapping of the remote corners 
of the British Isles, held in the Society’s Collections, 
including Herman Moll’s 16th century maps of Iona and 
the Isle of Mull, the Shetland Islands, and St Kilda, and 
of the Giant’s Causeway in Ireland. The richness of the 
Society’s map holdings for the British Isles extends also 
to the Picture Library Collection, which contains a wealth 
of engravings, paintings, and photographs relating to 
these islands.

Investigate the cartographical copying errors which 
led to the naming of St Kilda, derived from ‘Skildir’, 
the Old Norse for ‘shields’, which could be considered 
to be a description of the shape of the islands. Next, 
discover the coasts and fjords of Norway, the haunt of 
explorers, trappers, and traders over several centuries, as 
documented in the Collections of the Society. More 

recent highlights include the treasure trove of 20th 
century expedition reports held at the Society, which 
includes reports from a number of expeditions to Norway, 
Svalbard and Northern Europe from the 1960s onwards.
 
Turning to northern France, as part of its extensive Map 
Collection the Society holds a rich archive of mapping 
relating to the First World War, from the trenches of 
northern France and Belgium to the many others theatres 
of war across the globe.

http://www.silversea.com/expeditions/royal-geographical-society/
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MEET THE EXPEDITION TEAM

EXPERTS BY YOUR SIDE

Michelle Malan  
Botanist
Hailing from the Cape Floristic 
Region of Cape Town, South 
Africa, Michelle Malan grew up 
amidst the world’s smallest and 
richest floral kingdom. Her choice 
to make a career out of studying 
botany was an easy one. Michelle 
has spent the past decade 
travelling around Southern Africa, 
studying off-the-beaten-path 
plants and ecosystems. She 
currently works as a freelance 
environmental consultant, 
focusing on the effects of climate 
change in Southern Africa.

Robin Aiello  
Marine Biologist & Ecotourism 
Specialist 
Robin Aiello has spent most of her 
life on, and under, the oceans of 
the world. Upon graduation from 
Harvard University, she became 
a Scientific Expedition Leader in 
some of the world’s most remote 
areas – Antarctica, the Caribbean 
and Pacific included. In 1992, 
Robin emigrated  to Australia, 
working as a coral reef researcher 
and lecturer before opening her 
own environmental consulting 
business. Robin is also a frequent 
keynote speaker for Smithsonian 
Institute study groups.

Peter W. Damisch  
Adventurer, Explorer, Author
Peter is a retired, Legion of Merit 
decorated U.S. Navy Captain, and 
having completed 80+ Polar 
expeditions, 125+ tropical 
voyages and has a wealth of 
experience and an excellent 
tapestry of humorous and 
inspirational stories! As a 
historian and cartographer, Peter 
specialises in subjects from 
Ancient China to piracy, with work 
featured in media publications 
including the BBC, New York 
Times and the Discovery Channel.

*The Expedition Team members scheduled for these voyages can be subject to
change or cancellation.

Dr. Danae Sheehan  
Ornithologist & Ecologist
As a conservation ecologist, Dr. 
Danae Sheehan holds a particular 
interest in ornithology and 
landscape ecology. For the last 14 
years, she has overseen a 
migratory Africa-Eurasia bird 
program for the Royal Society for 
the Protection of Birds. She has 
published several scientific papers 
and delivered presentations at 
numerous international 
conferences. Danae’s love of the 
natural world and remote places is 
also reflected through her passion 
for art and photography. 

The Theatre

Silversea Expeditions has the highest expedition team to 
guest ratio in the expedition cruising industry. We offer the 
world’s most experienced specialists, from naturalists and 
anthropologists to geologists and historians, hand-picked for 
their knowledge, passion and friendliness. Your Expedition 
Leader and Captain will work together to ensure opportunities 
for adventure and exploration are the best possible, taking into 
account prevailing weather activity.

http://www.silversea.com/onboard/enrichments/expedition-team/dr-danae-sheehan/
http://www.silversea.com/onboard/enrichments/expedition-team/michelle-malan/
http://www.silversea.com/onboard/enrichments/expedition-team/peter-damisch/
http://www.silversea.com/onboard/enrichments/expedition-team/robin-l-aiello/


Immersive, Experiential, Transformational 
Whether it’s attending a briefing, exploring by Zodiac, or 
hiking on terra firma, a Silversea expedition will immerse 
you immediately in the regions you visit... One morning you 
could be cutting through icy waters observing dolphins from 
a Zodiac, the next day exploring the story-filled rooms of an 
ancient Scottish castle. Or further south, you may find yourself 
visiting iconic sites of World War II, and sampling wines from 
the worlds most celebrated wine the following day. These 
fabulous destinations are waiting to be explored, and we 
spend as much time as possible on our Zodiacs or ashore. 

All inclusive activities
•  lectures and daily briefings
• Zodiac cruising 
• Wildlife spotting
•  hiking through spectacular landscapes
•  shore excursions to rural townships, archaeological sites of 

interest, cultural hubs and natural attractions  

Guggenheim, Bilbao

BordeauxZodiac tour of Scottish Isles

Walking tour in Orkney, Scotland

ACTIVE ADVENTURE
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Both of the northern itineraries, Anglo-Celtic Shores and Scottish Isles & Iceland, showcase spectacular rural scenery that 
boasts a unique array of birdlife, wildlife and sea life. Between these itineraries you may encounter some of the following 
species, among others:

•  atlantic puffins
•  Black & Common guillemots
•  Common reed Buntings
•  goldcrests
•  Kittiwakes
•  long-tailed tits
•  Mistle & song thrushes
•  sedge & Willow Warblers
•  White and grey Wagtails
•  razorbills

•  atlantic White-sided dolphins
•  Blue Whales
•  Bottlenose dolphins
•  Fin and Minke Whales
•  grey, harbour and Common seals
•  harbour porpoises
•  humpback Whales
•  orcas
•  pilot Whales
•  White-Beaked dolphins

Seals basking at Stromness, Scotland

OrcaBird watching at Lerwick, Shetland

Wild Horses, Iceland

EXCEPTIONAL WILDLIFE
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Atlantic Puffin

• icelandic and  shetland ponies
•  irish hares
•  Manx Cats
•  Manx loaghtan sheep
•  Mountain hares
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Silver Explorer

Observation Lounge

Silver Explorer at St Kilda, Scotland  

Taking in the scenery on deck

Silver Explorer 
As part of the Silversea fleet, it should come as no surprise that 
Silver Explorer offers a degree of gilt-edged refinements rarely 
seen in expedition cruising. Consider, for example, that her 
spacious suites include the head-to-toe pampering of a butler. 
Some suites also include French balconies or large private 
verandas along with a host of extravagant options from an in-
suite bar with your favourite wines or spirits to a choice of nine 
pillow types.
Dining also meets Silversea’s elevated standards, with menus 
by Relais & Châteaux and regional specialties so that you can 
savour the flavour of the lands you visit. 

Days at sea are filled with insightful presentations in The Theatre 
that cover a range of intriguing topics. Notable sightings are 
always announced and can quickly empty The Theatre or 
restaurant in an eager dash to the observation decks. And 
when you’re not out on deck sighting some rare species, you 
might be comparing notes with fellow travellers or exchanging 
ideas with one of our enthusiastic and knowledgeable guides. 
Expedition cruising draws some of the most interesting people 
you’ll ever meet, and with just 132 guests, it’s easy to get to 
know your shipmates.

ABOARD SILVER EXPLORER
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The Restaurant

Veranda suite

Canapes onboard Nightly turn-down service

ALL-INCLUSIVE LIFESTYLE

•	 intimate,132-guest expedition ship
•	all shore and Zodiac excursions
•	outstanding expedition team
•	all oceanview suites, many with private verandas
•	Butler service in every suite
•	the best service ratio in expedition cruising
•	open-seating indoor/outdoor dining options 
•	Champagne, wines and spirits served throughout the ship

•	 in-suite bar setup and refrigerator stocked with your 
preference

•	 24-hour room service
•	 spa, Fitness Centre and Beauty salon
•	one hour of free WiFi per day for all guests and unlimited 

WiFi for guests in select suite categories
•	Complimentary expedition gear including backpack and 

water bottle
•	 included onboard gratuities
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SPECIALITY EXPEDITION VOYAGES

PHOTOGRAPHY EXPEDITION 
VOYAGES  
Silversea Expeditions offers a series of 
Photography Expedition voyages to 
enable you to capture the full glory of 
the remote destinations we visit. With 
an experienced guest Photographer 
on hand to explain the theory, and 
guide the practice, of taking the perfect 
picture, you will return from your 
expedition not only more confident 
behind the lens, but with photographic 
memories to last a lifetime. 12 Voyages 
to choose from in 2016 and 2017.

BIRDING & ORNITHOLOGY 
EXPEDITION VOYAGES 
Silversea Expeditions offers a series of 
highly immersive Birding Expedition 
voyages to remote destinations, often 
inaccessible by land. Together with 
our Expedition Team and passionate 
ornithologists, you can enjoy onboard 
lectures to discover and study a large 
variety of faraway bird species.  
19 voyages to choose from in 2016  
and 2017.

WELLNESS EXPEDITION VOYAGES 
Silversea Expeditions offers a series of 
Wellness Expedition voyages specifically 
designed to improve your well-being. 
As well as taking you to some of the 
most remote and unexplored places 
in the world, we provide a complete 
onboard programme of Yoga and 
stretching classes, spa treatments and 
daily healthy menus, supported by  
our Wellness partner, Technogym.  
10 voyages available in 2016 and 2017

The rare glimpse of preening parakeet awakens the photographer within. The enveloping 
smell of technicolour spices urges you to delve into local cuisine. A serene sunrise over 
sparkling waters draws you towards yoga on the sand.

Silversea Expeditions hopes to introduce even the most seasoned traveller to new experiences 
and also develop your existing interests. On a selection of Speciality Expeditions, we have 
designed a programme of on board and on shore activities to illuminate the most impressive 
aspects of the most desirable destinations, enticing you to taste, touch and take part. Themed 
voyages include photography, birding, wellness, cuisine and diving, so savour the adventure 
and find your passion with Silversea Expeditions.  

A COMpLEMENT TO 
YOUR ADVENTURE

http://www.silversea.com/expeditions/specialty-expeditions/photography-themed-expeditions/
http://www.silversea.com/expeditions/specialty-expeditions/birding-expeditions/
http://www.silversea.com/expeditions/specialty-expeditions/wellness-expeditions/
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AMAZING DESTINATIONS WITH SILVERSEA EXPEDITIONS

PACIFIC
OCEAN

INDIAN
OCEAN

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

BERING
SEA

South Georgia

ARCTIC
OCEAN

EUROPE & 
BRITISH ISLES

RUSSIAN FAR EAST ALASKA

AUSTRALIA & 
NEW ZEALAND 

CENTRAL AMERICA 

 
SOUTH AMERICA

AFRICA

ANTARCTICA

GALÁPAGOS
ISLANDS

ARCTIC

SOUTHEAST ASIA 

ASIA 

MICRONESIA
MELANESIA
POLYNESIA

 The Kimberley

Dakar

Capetown

Madagascar

Maldives

Svalbard

IcelandGreenland

Sub-Antarctic Islands

St. Peter Port

Alaska
A glacier calving with the sound of a thousand cannons. A humpback 
breaching in a spectacular display. Grizzlies, Bald Eagles, Tufted 
Puffins and totem poles. Let the timeless sensations of nature renew 
your spirit on a journey to the Kenai Peninsula and deep inside the 
Inside Passage. 

Africa & the Indian Ocean 
Discover the West Coast of Africa. Still largely unknown to tourists. 
Still raw and innocent. Or set your sights on the gilded pagodas of 
Myanmar, the leopards of Sri Lanka, and beyond to the jewels of 
the Indian Ocean including the Maldives and in the Seychelles, the 
Garden of Eden, itself.

Arctic 
Follow in the wake of the Vikings to Greenland and Iceland. Explore 
Svalbard where the polar bear roams freely. Hike and Zodiac amid 
icebergs and spectacular tundra. Vast colonies of birds pocket the 
rugged cliffs. Seals and walrus haul out on rocky shores. Whales 
breach before your eyes. Come delve into the wonder of one of the 
planet’s most inspiring places.

Antarctica 
Cast off to the bottom of the world. Drift across glacial waters, passing 
giant prisms of ice riding an ink-blue sea. Witness wildlife, unafraid 
and unperturbed by your presence: bellowing elephant seals, raucous 
rookeries of penguins, swooping seabirds in every shape and form.  
All while enjoying the supreme comfort, safety and style onboard.

Asia 
Circle the captivating islands of Japan, Indonesia and Malaysia. 
Discover Torajaland in Sulawesi and dive among the reefs of the 
Coral Triangle. Stroll through magnificent Japanese gardens, explore 
Samurai castles, cruise along underground rivers and come face-to-
face with one of the world’s most endangered species: the Orangutan. 

Australia & New Zealand 
A vast island continent, Australia is a treasure trove of cultural riches, 
spectacular wildlife and take-your-breath-away landscapes it’s hard 
to imagine anything more beautiful than the Kimberley Coast. Unless 
it’s New Zealand’s splendour; her Sub-Antarctic islands are a pelagic 
wonderland, and Silver Discoverer is among the few permitted to land 
in these ‘hotspots’ of biodiversity.

Central America & Caribbean 
Let your thoughts drift to balmy breezes and swaying palms. Hike 
through tropical rain forests, visit jungle villages, and cruise by 
Zodiac to a deserted Island. Set sail for some of the most enchanting 
destinations in the Americas. In the most alluring way imaginable. 

Galápagos 
Snorkel with penguins, dive with sea lions, hike lava tunnels and 
journey back to the beginning of time. Behold giant tortoises, Blue-
Footed Boobies and iguanas basking in the sun. Experience the 
“Enchanted Isles” from the all-suite comfort of Silver Galapagos. 

Micronesia, Melanesia and Polynesia 
Separated by vast expanses, the islands of Oceania range from the 
impenetrable mountains of Papua New Guinea to the edens of French 
Polynesia. These far-flung archipelagos support a diversity of cultures 
with fascinating ancestral traditions and enough untouched natural 
beauty to last a lifetime.

Northern Europe and the British Isles 
From Atlantic Islands and Iberian shores to France’s wine country and 
the charm and historic riches of Ireland and Britain, these intriguing 
expeditions reveal new dimensions of even familiar nations. 

Russian Far East 
Long closed to the Western World, the Sea of Okhotsk is home to 
some of the world’s least travelled destinations. In the Kuril Islands, 
the seabird population can only be described as spectacular. The 
world’s largest bear roams Kamchatka, while the Bering Sea supports 
virtually every form of Arctic life. For nature lovers, welcome to 
nirvana.

South America 
Experience the diversity of South America from the lush Darien Jungle 
to Chilean lakes, and glaciated fjords. Admire the pre-Columbian 
ruins and desertscapes of the Atacama. Ride a Zodiac around 
icebergs and calving glaciers. Behold penguins, condors, sea lions — 
a fantastic array of seabirds and marine life as we journey south.



THE AMERICAS
USA  +1 800 722 9955

  +1 954 522 2299

BRAZIL +0 800 892 1812

MEXICO +1 866 554 9190

EUROPE
AUSTRIA +43 (1) 92 87 8 97

BELGIUM +32 24011432

DENMARK +45 70 236 236

FINLAND +358 9 2319 5040

FRANCE +33 170 709622

GERMANY +49 69 22 22 1 22 83

ITALY +39 800 732 732

LUXEMBOURG +352 248 71142

MONACO: +377 9770 2424

NETHERLANDS +31 20 7139298

NORWAY +47 210 33 400

SPAIN +34 938 001 962

SWEDEN +46 8 50 6854 93

SWITZERLAND +41 44 580 71 81

UK +44 (0) 845 835 0078

AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND
AUSTRALIA  1300 306 872

NEW ZEALAND  0800 701 427

ASIA 

SINGAPORE +65 6223 7066

CONTACT US

Visit: silversea.com/expeditions or call us now for more information  
and to reserve your suite on one of these unique voyages.  
Full terms and conditions can be found at silversea.com/terms-conditions


