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Over the past 30 years, “change” has been a constant for Vietnam 
and Cambodia as they diligently forge paths to the future. 
Today, these captivating countries are achieving a successful 
balance between modernisation and ancient traditions.
 
Extending from the mountainous north to the verdant flood 
plains of the Mekong Delta, Vietnam boasts a rich and 
fascinating culture, striking beauty, and tantalising epicurean 
cuisine. A palpable energy buzzes throughout the country, 

arousing your curiosity and elevating your senses. City streets 
set the stage for a symphony of zipping motorbikes. Bustling 
local markets paint a picture of daily life. Breathtaking temples 
provide the perfect escape to serenity. And remarkable 
geological formations — like stunning Ha Long Bay — present 
panoramas you’ll never forget. While visible and emotional 
reminders of the war remain, it is firmly in the country’s past. 
Today, the people of Vietnam are eager to welcome you and 
share with you their country, stories, and gracious smiles. 

Vietnam, Cambodia & the 

mekong RiVeR



Bordering Vietnam, the remarkable Kingdom of Cambodia 
intrigues, beguiles, and fascinates all who are fortunate 
enough to make her acquaintance. During its peak from the 
9th to 15th centuries, the powerful kings of the Khmer Empire 
erected the most extensive concentration of temples in the 
world — the magnificent Angkor complex, evidence of the 
empire’s impressive power and wealth. Since those days, the 
country has seen its share of troubled times — from invasion 
and occupation to civil war and the appalling reign of the 
Khmer Rouge regime from 1975 to 1979. Through it all, the 
spirit of the Cambodian people triumphed, and in the early 
1990s, the country began a renaissance. Today, it beckons 
with its charming and hospitable people, unforgettable 
sights, and ancient architectural wonders. 

Pulsing through the heart of both Vietnam and Cambodia 
is the mighty Mekong River. From its source high up in the 
Tibetan Plateau, the river courses for over 3,000 miles through 
several countries, providing a lifeline for millions of people. 
Along this vibrant “Mother of Water,” scenes and sounds of 
everyday life will mesmerise you — from fishermen hauling in 
their daily catch and local children at play to chanting monks 
and the sound of boats crisscrossing the river.
 
Embark on this inspiring journey and you’ll truly fall in  
love with the friendly people, beautiful landscapes and  
many other things that make Vietnam and Cambodia 
positively extraordinary. 
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the mekong  

expeRienCe 
Cruise the massive Mekong Delta, which covers some 15,000 square miles. This picturesque area accounts for 
over half of Vietnam’s rice production, prompting it to be nicknamed as the “rice bowl” of the country. One of 
the highlights is a visit to a local establishment to see how traditional sweets and rice wine are made before 
sampling some yourself. Also explore a colourful local market, take a sampan ride to visit a brick factory, visit a 
fish farm, and relish many other fascinating activities. Explore French-influenced Phnom Penh, the spectacular 
Silver Pagoda, and learn about the sobering Khmer Rouge regime. interact with friendly Cambodian people at 
work and play as you explore several villages to see silk weavers, master silversmiths, and local school children. 
Other highlights include an ox cart ride through the countryside and a visit to the home of a farmer to learn 
about his daily life. You will also partake in a traditional water blessing ceremony with area monks. 

Beyond the Mekong you will explore great sights on land. in Ho Chi Minh City, enjoy a sightseeing tour, a 
cooking class, and visit the Cu Chi Tunnels, a network of tunnels used by the Viet Cong in the war. in charming 
Siem Reap, enjoy a traditional Apsara dance performance and explore the spectacular Angkor temple complex, 
whose architectural grandeur is arguably unmatched among the world’s ancient ruins. See several of the temples, 
including spectacular Angkor Wat and the mesmerising faces of Bayon. Researchers now believe that Angkor 
was the largest pre-industrial city in the world, and the remaining temples stand as a testament to the wealth and 
power of the Khmer Empire.

By the end of your journey along the Mekong you will have a better understanding of life along the river and 
the friendly people who depend on it.
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The all-suite Avalon Siem ReapSM, one of our incredible new Suite Ships®, was designed to provide an 
intimate experience for a maximum of 36 passengers, so you can truly immerse yourself in the culture, 
people, and sights along the Mekong River. Built by local craftsmen, the ship has modern features 
yet retains the colonial charm fitting to Vietnam and Cambodia. Time on board delivers a refreshing 
outdoor experience, as all suites open to the outside and the two lounges offer great panoramic views. 

The design also allows her to be the only ship cruising all the way from Ho Chi Minh City to Siem Reap* 
(or vice versa). This eliminates over 7 hours of motorcoach travel time to and from your ship, which 
means you get to enjoy more cruising! 

See page 22 for deck plan. 

intimate CRuising  
at its best

Cruise all the way FrOM  

hO Chi M
iNh City tO sieM reap*

*Crusing to Siem Reap is dependent on water levels.

NOTE: Artist renderings are correct as of the publication date but are subject to change.



AvAlon Siem ReApSm 
FeAtuReS:

•	Built	in	2014

•		Air-conditioned	Panorama	
Lounge

•		Open-air	observation	
lounge	with	shade	system	&	
premium	lounge	chairs

•		Spacious,	open-seating	
dining	room

•		Bar	serving	premium	spirits	
&	complimentary	coffee,	tea,	
soft	drinks,	and	local	beer/
spirits	throughout	the	day

•		Complimentary	Wi-Fi	access	
in	lounge	areas	(where	signal	
is	available)

•	Spa	treatment	room

•	Fitness	Centre

•	Library	&	games

•	Non-smoking	interior

Panorama Lounge

Open-air observation lounge
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Designed	 with	 you	 in	 mind,	 our	 well-appointed	 Avalon	 Suites	
each	feature	an	expansive	245	square	feet	of	living	space,	and	
attractive	decor	that	exudes	the	charm	and	grace	of	Southeast	
Asia.	While	other	river	cruise	ships	use	valuable	space	on	tiny	
balconies,	 we	 offer	 an	 experience	 suitable	 for	 any	 weather	
condition	 —	 that	 doesn’t	 sacrifice	 your	 indoor	 space.	 Our	
innovative	 Open-Air	 Balcony®	 is	 a	 floor-to-ceiling,	 wall-to-wall	
panoramic	window	measuring	14	feet	across	with	a	retractable	

screen	system.	The	doors	slide	open	a	full	9	feet,	creating	the	
feeling	 of	 sitting	 outside.	 Relax	 in	 your	 private	 sitting	 area,	
complete	with	love	seat,	chairs,	and	table,	as	you	cruise	past	one	
enthralling	riverscape	after	another.	

Your	 Avalon	 Suite	 delivers	 another	 remarkable	 feature:	 a	
bed	 that	 faces	 the	 window,	 so	 the	 passing	 scenery	 is	 the	 first	
thing	 you	 see	 in	 the	 morning	 and	 the	 last	 thing	 you	 see	 at	

liVe the

suite life

NOTE: Artist renderings are correct as of the publication date but are subject to change.



AMENITIES
•		Comfort	Collection	BedsSM,	

featuring	premium	mattress	
covers

•		Egyptian	super-combed	cotton	
linens,	woollen	blankets	&	
European-style	duvets	

•	Soft	&	firm	pillows	

•		Choice	of	bed	configuration		
(two	twins	or	one	king)

•	Nightly	turn-down	service

•		Bedside	tables	with	reading	lamps

•		Wall-to-Wall	Panoramic	window	
measuring	14-feet	wide,	with	
retractable	screen	system,	that	
opens	to	transform	the	living	
space	into	a	large	Open-Air	
Balcony®			

•		Large	private	bathroom	featuring	
full	shower	with	glass	door,	
hairdryer,	and	premium	bath	
amenities	

•		Spacious	wardrobes	with	shelves	
for	ample	storage

•	Easy	under-bed	luggage	storage

•	Alarm	clock		

•		Writing	desk/vanity	with	mirror	&	
comfortable	chair

•	In-house	telephone

•	Bathrobes	&	slippers

•	Complimentary	bottled	water

•	In-room	safe

•	Individual	climate	control

night.	Our	amazing	Comfort	Collection	BedsSM	are	 topped	by	
premium	mattress	covers,	Egyptian	super-combed	cotton	linens,	
European-style	duvets,	and	soft	and	firm	pillows.	

You’ll	 also	 appreciate	 the	 large	 private	 bathroom,	 featuring	 a	
full	shower	with	glass	door	and	premium	bath	products.	There	
is	even	sound-dampening	insulation,	so	it’s	less	likely	you’ll	hear	
your	neighbours.
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inspiRed

dining



ON bOARD
With Avalon, every dining experience brings your 
destination to life. We start with fresh, quality ingredients...
and delectable recipes that are crafted by our culinary 
experts. Try authentic dishes from Vietnam and Cambodia 
— or more familiar Western alternatives. The breakfast 
buffet offers a wide variety of dishes to ensure you start 
your day off right. Dinner is served at your table with 
complimentary wine, beer, and soft drinks. 

ON LAND
Start your day with breakfast at your hotel. Where we 
include lunch or dinner, we have selected some of the 
best local restaurants to further enhance your experience. 
You’ll even participate in a hands-on cooking class, where 
a local chef will teach you how to make some popular 
Vietnamese dishes. With take-home instructions, you’ll be 
able to recreate these delicious recipes at home — and be 
reminded of your amazing trip!

CALL uS FREE  On 0800 440 2679  OR ViSiT www.AVALONcRuisEs.cO.uk



extend  
youR CRuise
Now,	 you	 can	 customise	 your	 holiday	 with	 one,	 two,	 or	 all	 of	
our	 optional	 extensions.	 Hanoi	 is	 a	 remarkable	 city	 seemingly	
unfazed	 by	 its	 history.	 Here,	 take	 a	 “cyclo”	 ride	 through	 the	
Old	 Quarter	 and	 travel	 to	 Ha	 Long	 Bay	 for	 a	 scenic	 cruise.		
In	Laos,	you’ll	quickly	understand	why	the	entire	town	of	Luang	
Prabang	has	been	designated	a	UNESCO	World	Heritage	Site.	
Visit	the	major	highlights	as	well	as	a	local	village	to	learn	how	
sa	 paper	 is	 made	 from	 the	 pulp	 of	 mulberry	 trees.	 Bangkok	
bustles	with	activity,	and	visits	to	the	Grand	Palace	and	the	huge	
Reclining	Buddha	won’t	disappoint.

14



supeRioR hotels
Every Avalon hotel has been carefully selected by our regional experts. With high-quality service, desirable amenities, spacious 
guestrooms, and central locations, each is sure to exceed your expectations.

1 ho Chi Minh City -
InterContinental Asiana

Located in the heart of Ho Chi Minh City, the interContinental Asiana 
is one of the city’s leading hotels and a great base for exploring 
the city. The hotel features deluxe amenities, while the elegantly 
appointed guest rooms offer a spacious retreat. 

2 Siem Reap - 
Victoria Angkor Resort & Spa

The Victoria Angkor Resort & Spa is ideally located near the night 
market and just minutes from the Angkor Temple complex. The 
resort’s graceful colonial architecture is reminiscent of the 1930s, and 
the tropical gardens offer a peaceful haven from the bustling city. 

3 hanoi extension - 
InterContinental hanoi westlake

Built entirely over the serene waters of historic West Lake, the 
interContinental Hanoi Westlake features contemporary Vietnamese 
design and exceptional service for an unforgettable visit to the “City 
of Peace.”  

4 Laos extension - 
Maison Souvannaphoum

With its location in the heart of Luang Prabang, the Maison 
Souvannaphoum is the perfect base to explore this historic town. 
Once the residence of Prince Souvannaphouma, the hotel exudes a 
distinct colonial style with a local touch.

For a full list of hotels and amenities, visit Avalocruises.co.uk. 

1
2

3
4
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fasCiNatiNG vietNaM,  
CaMbOdia & the MeKONG RiveR

INCLUDED FEATURES
CRUISE

Deluxe 7-night cruise from Ho Chi Minh 
City to Siem Reap in an outside suite with 
Avalon’s exclusive Comfort Collection 
BedsSM. Enjoy an intimate all-suite river 
cruise experience with a maximum of  
36 passengers on board. 

SIGHTSEEING 

Your day-by-day itinerary indicates in 
uPPERCASE all inside visits, special 
features, and guided sightseeing. 
All included guided sightseeing is 
conducted by a Certified Local Guide.  

LOCAL FAVOURITESSM

Special experiences by local entertainers, 
artisans, and experts, designed to enrich 
your experience. Just look for the  icon 
to see what we’ve included for you.

MEALS

•  B: American breakfast daily   
L: 9 lunches   
D: 9 dinners including a welcome dinner 
in Ho Chi Minh City and a farewell 
dinner in Siem Reap 

•  Hanoi & Ha Long Bay Extension:                                     
breakfast (B) daily, 2 lunches (L),  
2 dinners (D) 

•  Luang Prabang Extension:  
breakfast daily (B), 1 lunch (L)                                                                                                         

•  3-night Bangkok Extension:                                     
breakfast (B) daily, 1 lunch (L) 

•  1-night Bangkok Extension: breakfast 
(B) daily                     

SUPERIOR HOTELS

ho Chi Minh City interContinental 
Asiana Saigon (D)  
Siem Reap Victoria Angkor Resort & Spa (D)  
bangkok Extension interContinental 
Bangkok (D)  
Luang prabang Extension Maison 
Souvannaphoum (SF)  
hanoi & ha Long bay Extension:  
hanoi interContinental Hanoi Westlake (D)  
ha Long bay novotel Ha Long Bay (BA)

OTHER INCLUDED FEATURES

•  Your personal Avalon chauffeur service 
by executive car to and from the airport 
(within 100 miles of the airport)

•  Flights from Heathrow. - regional flights 
are available at a supplement

•  Gratuities for Cruise Director and crew

•  Complimentary wine, local beer/spirits, 
and soft drinks with all dinners on board

•  Complimentary coffee, tea, soft drinks, 
local beer/spirits on board throughout 
the day

•  Audio headsets on all shore excursions
•  Bottled water on all shore excursions
•  Fresh fruit and refreshing drink after all 

shore excursions

Personal chauffeur service



CAMBODIAAAAA
VIETNAM

THAILAND

Mekong 
River

KAMPONG TRALACH
PREK DAM

PHNOM PENH
CHAU DOC

SA DEC
CAI BE

Tonle Sap

HO CHI MINH CITY
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ANGKOR BAN
WAT HANCHEY

LUANG PRABANG
LAOS HANOI HA LONG BAY

Extension

Extension

Extension
BANGKOK

Angkor Wat

Extension

Start/End City

CRUISE - NORTHBOUND
13 DAYS • Ho CHI MInH CItY to SIEM rEAP

DAY CiTY / HiGHLiGHT

1 Arrive ho Chi Minh City: welcome to Vietnam

2-3  ho Chi Minh City: walking tour of the city’s landmarks; visit the 
Reunification Palace, War Remnants Museum, and Ben Thanh 
Market; cooking class; welcome dinner; Cu Chi Tunnels excursion

4  ho Chi Minh City (Embarkation): begin your cruise 

5  Cai be–Sa Dec: visit a cathedral and see how rice paper, rice wine, 
and traditional sweets are made in Cai Be; visit a brick factory, local 
market, and the ancient house of Mr. Huynh Thuy Le in Sa Dec

6  Chau Doc–Cambodian border Crossing: visit a local fish farm and   
the religious sites at Sam Mountain; see a local market

7  phnom penh: sightseeing by private cyclo, including the Royal 
Palace, Silver Pagoda, and the national Museum; afternoon at 
leisure; show by children from a local orphanage

8  phnom penh–prek bang Kong: visit the Tuol Sleng Genocide 
Museum and one of the Killing Fields in Phnom Penh; walking tour 
of Prek Bang Kong with silk-weaving demonstration

9  wat hanchey–Angkor ban: visit Wat Hanchey and partake in a 
traditional water blessing by local monks; walking tour through 
Angkor Ban village with school visit

10  prek Dam–Konpong Louang–Kampong Tralach: visit the  
silversmith village of Konpong Louang; ox cart ride through the 
countryside and visit a local farmer’s home in Kampong Tralach

11  Siem Reap (Disembarkation): visit Angkor Thom, Bayon Temple, 
and Angkor Wat

12  Siem Reap: visit Ta Prohm, Banteay Srei, and Les Artisans d’Angkor; 
Apsara dance performance

13 Siem Reap: end of holiday 

CRUISE - SOUTHBOUND 
13 DAYS • SIEM rEAP to Ho CHI MInH CItY

DAY CiTY / HiGHLiGHT

1  Arrive Siem Reap: welcome to Cambodia

2-3  Siem Reap: visit Angkor Thom, Bayon Temple, Angkor Wat,  
Ta Prohm, Banteay Srei, and Les Artisans d’Angkor; Apsara dance 
performance

4 Siem Reap (Embarkation): begin your cruise

5  Kampong Tralach–Konpong Louang–prek Dam–prek bang Kong: 
ox cart ride through the countryside and visit a local farmer’s home 
in Kampong Tralach; visit the silversmith village of Konpong Louang; 
walking tour of Prek Bang Kong with silk-weaving demonstration

6  wat hanchey–Angkor ban: visit Wat Hanchey and partake in a 
traditional water blessing by local monks; walking tour through 
Angkor Ban village with school visit

7  phnom penh: sightseeing by private cyclo, including the Royal 
Palace, Silver Pagoda, and the national Museum; afternoon at 
leisure; show by children from local orphanage

8  phnom penh: visit the Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum and one of the 
Killing Fields

9  Vietnam border Crossing–Chau Doc: visit a local fish farm and  
the religious sites at Sam Mountain; see a local market

10  Sa Dec–Cai be: visit a brick factory, local market, and the ancient 
house of Mr. Huynh Thuy Le in Sa Dec; visit a cathedral and see 
how rice paper, rice wine, and traditional sweets are made in Cai Be 

11  ho Chi Minh City (Disembarkation): walking tour of the city’s 
landmarks; visit the Reunification Palace, War Remnants Museum, 
and Ben Thanh Market; cooking class

12  ho Chi Minh City: Cu Chi Tunnels excursion; farewell dinner

13  ho Chi Minh City: end of holiday

Add hanoi & ha Long bay to Your holiday: visit Ho Chi Minh’s mausoleum, One Pillar Pagoda, Ho Chi Minh Museum, and Temple of Literature; 
lunch at Koto; take a cyclo ride through the Old Quarter; water puppets performance; cruise on Ha Long Bay 

Add Luang prabang to Your holiday: visit the national Museum, Wat Mai, Wat Visoun, Wat Xieng Thong, and Ban Xang Khong; weaving and sa 
paper-making demonstrations

Add bangkok to Your holiday: boat ride on klongs; visit the Grand Palace, Temple of the Emerald Buddha, and the Temple of the Reclining Buddha

CALL uS FREE  On 0800 440 2679  OR ViSiT www.AVALONcRuisEs.cO.uk



Your day-by-day itinerary indicates all inside visits, special features, and guided sightseeing in UPPERCASE. All included guided sightseeing is conducted by a Certified Local Guide. 

South Gate at Angkor Thom, Siem Reap

Days 1-2 Arrive in Ho 
Chi Minh City, Vietnam. 
Welcome to Ho Chi Minh City, 
still known as Saigon to many. 
Hotel rooms are available for 
mid-afternoon check-in.

Day 3 Ho Chi Minh City. 
This morning, enjoy a WALKING 
TOUR of the city’s famous 
and historic landmarks as you 
stroll through the heart of the 
city along Dong Khoi Street 
(formerly Rue Catinat) past the 
Rex Hotel, Ho Chi Minh Square, 
the Municipal Theatre, the 
Central Post Office, and Notre 
Dame Cathedral. Next, visit the 
REUNIFICATION PALACE and 
the WAR REMNANTS MUSEUM 
followed by BEN THANH 
MARKET, the largest and oldest 
in the city. For lunch, participate 
in a hands-on  VIETNAMESE 
COOKING CLASS. Head into 
the classroom and learn how to 
prepare different local dishes  
and the techniques necessary  
to recreate them once you  
return home. Last but not  
least, sample your delicious 
creations! The afternoon is at 
your leisure to explore this lively 
city. Tonight, enjoy a special 
welcome dinner. (B,L,D)

Day 4 Ho Chi Minh City. 
Excursion to Cu Chi 
Tunnels. This morning, leave 

the city and drive through vast 
expanses of rice paddies to 
visit the CU CHI TUNNELS, an 
extraordinary network of tunnels 
more than 120 miles in length 
that was used by the Viet Cong 
as a hideout and secret village 
during the war. Here you will 
learn about how the tunnels were 
constructed and have a chance 
to walk through a section to 
experience what life would have 
been like underground. Return  
to Ho Chi Minh City and enjoy 
the rest of the afternoon and 
evening at your leisure. Maybe 
stop at the famous Rex Hotel for 
a drink and sweeping views of 
the city. (B)

Day 5 Ho Chi Minh City 
(Embarkation). This morning, 
transfer to the port on the 
Saigon River and board your 

river cruise vessel to start your 
CRUISE up the Mekong River 
through Vietnam and Cambodia. 
Get acquainted with the ship 
and relax before your welcome 
reception this evening. (B,L,D) 

Day 6 Cruising: Cai Be–
Sa Dec. This morning, board 
a sampan for a scenic cruise 
through Cai Be Harbor, passing 
the city’s beautiful French Gothic 
cathedral. First stop is a local 
establishment to see how rice 
paper, rice wine, and traditional 
sweets are made. Then, take a 
walk through town to visit the 
beautiful CATHEDRAL. After 
lunch on the ship, reboard 
sampans and enjoy scenes of 
daily life along the river near Sa 
Dec. Stop at a BRICK FACTORY 
to see workers forming the clay 
bricks that fill the local landscape. 

Here, you will also learn about 
the importance of the rice husk 
in fueling the brick kilns. Next, 
visit the ancient HOUSE OF 
MR. HUYNH THUY LE, the lover 
of French novelist Marguerite 
Duras and inspiration for the film 
L’Amant (The Lover), directed 
by Jean-Jacques Annaud. 
Afterward, walk through the 
LOCAL MARKET and absorb the 
atmosphere as locals are busy 
buying and selling fish, meat, and 
produce. (B,L,D)

Day 7 Cruising: Chau 
Doc–Cambodian Border 
Crossing. Board a sampan 
for sightseeing around Chau 
Doc. Along the way you will see 
scenes of local life, including 
traditional Vietnamese floating 
markets and villages. Learn 
about some of the different 
species of fish living in the 
Mekong at a LOCAL FISH 
FARM. Then, continue down the 
backwaters of the Mekong to 
the religious sites at the base of 
SAM MOUNTAIN. You will also 
stop to see a LOCAL MARKET 
where shop owners sell a variety 
of dried goods. Return to the 
ship for lunch and head for the 
Cambodian border. (B,L,D)

Day 8 Cruising: Phnom 
Penh. The capital city of Phnom 
Penh retains its French charm 
to this day. This morning, your 

fascinating vietnam, cambodia 
& the mekong river

Fisherman at Chau Doc



Meals are indicated by breakfast (B), lunch (L), and dinner (D)Your day-by-day itinerary indicates all inside visits, special features, and guided sightseeing in UPPERCASE. All included guided sightseeing is conducted by a Certified Local Guide. 

National Museum, Phnom Penh

sightseeing tour by private cyclo 
includes visits to the ROYAL 
PALACE with the spectacular 
SiLVER PAGODA and the 
nATiOnAL MuSEuM, featuring 
an outstanding display of Khmer 
artifacts. The remainder of the 
day is at your leisure to enjoy the 
city. Just before dinner, children 
from a local orphanage will put 
on a  SHOW featuring local 
song and dance. (B,L,D)

DAY 9 cruising: Phnom 
Penh–Prek Bang kong. 
Sightseeing this morning 
provides a glimpse of the 
atrocities inflicted on the 
Cambodian people by the Khmer 
Rouge regime. Visit the TuOL 
SLEnG GEnOCiDE MuSEuM, 
a former high school that housed 
over 17,000 prisoners. Of this 
number, it is believed that fewer 
than 15 survived the torture and 
avoided being sent to the Killing 
Fields. You will also visit one of 
the KiLLinG FiELDS, where over 
200,000 people were killed by 
the Khmer Rouge. After lunch, 
visit the village of PREK BAnG 
KOnG, where silk weaving is a 
well-preserved tradition. Spend 
time at one house for a SiLK 
WEAVinG DEMOnSTRATiOn 
and to learn more about how silk 
is produced. (B,L,D)  

DAY 10 cruising: wat 
Hanchey–Angkor Ban. This 

morning, visit WAT HAnCHEY, 
a temple dating back to the 
8th century and the Chenla 
Empire. Located on a hilltop, 
enjoy stunning views of the 
surrounding area and partake 
in a  TRADiTiOnAL WATER 
BLESSinG given by local monks. 
After lunch, enjoy a WALKinG 
TOuR through the rural village 
of Angkor Ban. Here you will 
see traditional Khmer houses 
and visit a LOCAL SCHOOL. 
(B,L,D) NOTE: The climb to Wat 
Hanchey features a steep incline. 
If you feel you are unable to make 
the climb, you will be driven to 
the top by car.

DAY 11 cruising: Prek 
Dam–konpong Louang–
kampong Tralach. Today, 
dock at Prek Dam and transfer 

by coach to the SiLVERMiTH 
ViLLAGE of Konpong Louang. 
Here you will see talented 
craftsmen use age-old techniques 
to turn pure silver into works of 
art. Continue on to Kampong 
Tralach for an OX CART RiDE 
past rice paddy fields and the 
beautiful Cambodian countryside.  
Along the way, stop to  MEET 
A LOCAL FARMER and learn 
about his daily life. Return to the 
ship for lunch. This afternoon, 
cruise up the Tonle River to Tonle 
Sap (Great Lake). After the rainy 
season, this massive body of 
water can cover around 10,000 
square miles and is the perfect 
breeding ground for fish, which 
play a vital role in providing 
food for people living on the 
lake. (B,L,D) NOTE: During low 
water conditions, generally late 
December to June, we will not 
be able to cruise up the Tonle 
River to Tonle Sap. Low water 
conditions vary from year to year, 
depending on rainfall so this 
will be evaluated on a cruise-by-
cruise basis.

DAY 12 cruising: siem 
Reap (Disembarkation). 
This morning, arrive in Siem 
Reap and start your sightseeing 
of the TEMPLES OF AnGKOR, 
considered by many to be the 
most spectacular architectural 
ruins on Earth! Constructed 
between the 9th and 13th 

centuries, the temples were built 
around the Khmer interpretations 
of indian religious and political 
beliefs that ultimately evolved 
from Hinduism to Buddhism. The 
complex architectural grandeur 
of the Angkor temples is arguably 
unmatched among ancient ruins 
anywhere in the world. First, 
visit AnGKOR THOM to see 
the BAYOn TEMPLE. One of 
the few Buddhist temples in 
Angkor, it features some 200 
striking faces carved in 54 towers 
and impressive bas reliefs. next 
stop is the best preserved and 
most famous of all the temples: 
AnGKOR WAT, honouring the 
Hindu god Vishnu. Featuring five 
trademark towers and stunning 
bas reliefs, it has become a 
symbol of Cambodia. This 
evening is at leisure to explore 
charming Siem Reap — or stay 
to witness sunset at Angkor 
Wat! (B,L) NOTE: During low 
water conditions, generally late 
December to June, we will not be 
able to cruise across Tonle Sap 
to Siem Reap. In these cases, we 
will fly from Phnom Penh to Siem 
Reap and sightseeing will begin 
in the afternoon. No included 
sightseeing will be missed. Low 
water conditions vary from year 
to year so this will be evaluated 
on a cruise-by-cruise basis.

DAY 13 siem Reap. Today, 
continue your sightseeing of 
the Angkor temples. unlike the 

Attend	a	silk-weaving	
demonstration	in	Prek	Bang	Kong.

CALL uS FREE  On 0800 440 2679  OR ViSiT www.AVALONcRuisEs.cO.uk



Your day-by-day itinerary indicates all inside visits, special features, and guided sightseeing in UPPERCASE. All included guided sightseeing is conducted by a Certified Local Guide. 

other temples, TA PROHM has 
been left relatively untouched. 
Tree roots grow over and 
through the ruin walls, allowing 
you to experience the temple 
with the same wonder as the 
early explorers who discovered 
it. Then, visit BAnTEAY SREi, 
a unique temple dedicated to 
the Hindu god Shiva. unlike 
other temples, it is built on a 
small scale from red sandstone, 
which can be carved like wood. 
next, stop at LES ARTiSAnS 
D’AnGKOR, a development 
project teaching young adults 
traditional handicraft techniques. 
The rest of the afternoon is at 
your leisure. This evening, enjoy 
a  PRiVATE APSARA DAnCE 
PERFORMAnCE, where the 
ancient Khmer culture is brought 
to life by talented dancers, 
singers, and musicians. (B,D)

DAYS 14-15 siem Reap-
uk. Your holiday ends with 
breakfast this morning. (B)

START YOUR HOLIDAY 	
IN HANOI & HA LONG BAY

•  16 DAYS  
FROM HAnOi TO SiEM REAP

DAY 1 Arrive Hanoi, Vietnam. 
Welcome to Vietnam! Hotel 
rooms are available for mid-
afternoon check-in.  

DAY 2 Hanoi. This morning, 
take time to look at the life 
of Ho Chi Minh, the father of 
modern Vietnam. First, visit the 
MAuSOLEuM and the humble 
cottage from which “uncle Ho” 
ruled Vietnam until his death 
in 1969. next on the agenda: 
OnE PiLLAR PAGODA, the 
HO CHi MinH MuSEuM, and 
the Presidential Palace. Stop 
at the infamous “Hanoi Hilton” 
before continuing to mystical 
Hoan Kiem Lake, where you will 
enjoy a brief guided walk. Also 
visit the ancient TEMPLE OF 
LiTERATuRE, over 900 years 
old and Hanoi’s first university. 
Lunch is at KOTO, a non-profit 
restaurant and hospitality 
programme that trains local 
street children in restaurant skills 
they can use to find a job and 
build a stable life. After lunch, 
enjoy a CYCLO ride through 

the fascinating Old Quarter, 36 
ancient streets where peddlers 
trade as they have for centuries. 
An early dinner this evening 
is followed by a fascinating 
performance of Hanoi’s 
renowned WATER PuPPETS, a 
traditional art form dating back to 
the 11th century. (B,L,D)

DAY 3 Hanoi–Ha Long Bay. 
Travel from Hanoi through the 
fertile countryside to Hon Gai, 
gateway to Ha Long Bay, a 
unESCO World Heritage Site. 
Located in the Gulf of Tonkin, the 
Bay is dotted with over 3,000 
limestone islands carved into 

fanciful shapes by the action of 
the water. Tunnels, caves, and 
weirdly shaped outcroppings 
with imaginative names can be 
found on many of the small islets 
sprinkled across the bay. Board a 
CRuiSE that explores the caves, 
and admire the beauty and scale 
before stopping at one of the 
many secluded bays. (B,L,D)

DAY 4 Ha Long Bay–Hanoi– 
Ho chi Minh city. This morning, 
drive to Hanoi and board your 
flight for Ho Chi Minh City to join 
Day 1 of the main cruise. (B)

Apsara dancers

Ta Prohm

Ha Long Bay



Meals are indicated by breakfast (B), lunch (L), and dinner (D)Your day-by-day itinerary indicates all inside visits, special features, and guided sightseeing in UPPERCASE. All included guided sightseeing is conducted by a Certified Local Guide. 

Local market in Sa Dec

ADD LUANG PRABANG TO 
YOUR HOLIDAY

•  17 DAYS FroM  
HO CHi MinH CiTY TO BAnGKOK

DAYS 1 TO 13 As per the 16 Day 
itinerary. 

DAY 14 siem Reap–Luang 
Prabang, Laos. Today, fly to 
Luang Prabang. (B) 

DAY 15 Luang Prabang. Today, 
enjoy a full day of sightseeing in 
this unESCO World Heritage 
Site. Start with a visit to the 
nATiOnAL MuSEuM, formerly 
the Royal Palace. nearby is WAT 
MAi, famous for its 5-tiered roof 
built in the traditional style of 
Luang Prabang. You will also visit 
WAT ViSOun and WAT XiEnG 
THOnG, often thought to be the 
most beautiful wat, or monastery, 
in the city. This afternoon, visit 
the village of BAn XAnG 
KHOnG. Here you will witness a 
WEAVinG DEMOnSTRATiOn 
and learn about how sa paper  
is made by hand from the pulp of 
mulberry trees. (B,L)

DAY 16 Luang Prabang. A full 
day at leisure to explore on 
your own. Highly recommended 
is the optional early morning 
excursion to witness the Tak 

Bat (almsgiving ceremony), with 
a visit to a local market. Each 
morning before dawn, Buddhist 
monks don their distinctive 
saffron-coloured robes and walk 
through the streets to collect 
alms (offerings of food). this is 
a truly memorable sight you will 
not soon forget as you personally 
present alms to the monks 
and receive their blessings. 
Afterward, walk through the 
colourful morning market on the 
banks of the Mekong River in the 
centre of town. Here you will see 
locals buy and sell their produce 
and meats. (B)

DAY 17 Luang Prabang–
Bangkok, Thailand. Today, 
transfer to the airport and fly to 
Bangkok. upon arrival, transfer 
to your hotel for the night. (B)

DAYS 18-19 Bangkok-uk. Your 
holiday ends with breakfast this 
morning. (B) 

WHY NOT COMBINE BOTH 
ExTENSIONS?

ADD HANOI & HA LONG BAY
PLUS
HO CHI MINH CITY TO 
BANGKOK 

Luang Prabang

Bangkok

CALL uS FREE  On 0800 440 2679  OR ViSiT www.AVALONcRuisEs.cO.uk

Prices are based on 2 adults sharing, flying from London Heathrow with Qatar and are directly 
aligned to the latest prices from our airline partners. Generally the earlier you book the lower 
the flight price. Therefore prices shown are a guide; they may increase or decrease and are 
subject to availability. The correct prices will always be confirmed to you before you book. 
Please see our Booking Conditions for further information.

Alternative airlines are available from Heathrow and regional flights via Heathrow are available 
from Manchester, Leeds Bradford, newcastle, Glasgow and Edinburgh. For sole occupancy 
prices, pre or post nights, holidays without flights, please contact us on 0800 440 2679.

Fascinating Vietnam, Cambodia & The Mekong

WHS - Ho Chi Minh City to Siem Reap

2015 Departures
Category B

Mekong Deck from
January £4240
Febuary £4240
March £4240
June £3765
July £3765
August £3765
September £4079
October £4240
November £4240
December £4359

WSH - Siem Reep to Ho Chi Minh City

2015 Departures
Category B

Mekong Deck from
January £4175
Febuary £4175
March £4175
June £3675
July £3675
August £3675
September £3675
October £4286
November £4286
December £4175

Stateroom Upgrades from
Category A Tonie Deck £224.

Ho Chi Minh to Siem Reap - Ship: Avalon Siem Reep
Departures: January 4, 18; Febuary 1, 15; March 1, 15; June 21; July 5, 19; August 2, 16,
30; September 13, 27; October 11, 25; November 8, 22; December 6, 20.

Siem Reep to Ho Chi Minh City - Ship: Avalon Siem Reep
Departures: January 11, 25; Febuary 8, 22; March 8, 22; June 28; July 12, 26; August 9, 23;
September 6, 20; October 4, 18; November 1, 15, 29; December 13, 27.
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AVALON siEM REAPsM

side-View

AVALON SUITES

King-Size
Bed

Wall-to-Wall
Panoramic Window
Creating an Open-Air Balcony

Tonle Deck

Mekong Deck

      AMENiTiEs
•		Comfort	Collection	BedssM,	

featuring	premium	mattress	covers

•		Egyptian	super-combed	cotton	
linens,	woollen	blankets	&	
European-style	duvets	

•	Soft	&	firm	pillows	

•		Choice	of	bed	configuration		
(two	twins	or	one	king)

•	Nightly	turn-down	service

•		Bedside	tables	with	reading	lamps

•		Wall-to-Wall	Panoramic	window	
measuring	14-feet	wide	that	opens	
to	transform	the	living	space	into	a	
large	Open-Air	Balcony®			

•		Large	private	bathroom	featuring	
full	shower	with	glass	door,	
hairdryer,	and	premium	bath	
amenities	

•		Spacious	wardrobes	with	shelves	
for	ample	storage

•	Easy	under-bed	luggage	storage

•	Alarm	clock		

•		Writing	desk/vanity	with	mirror	&	
comfortable	chair

•	In-house	telephone

•	Bathrobes	&	slippers

•	Complimentary	bottled	water

•	In-room	safe

•	Individual	climate	control

Technical Data 
 
Built: 2014

Length: 195 ft.
Crew members: 24
Staterooms: 18

Deck Plan 
1  Open-air observation lounge with 

premium lounge chairs
2 Panorama Lounge
3 Bar
4 Reception
5 Spa treatment room
6 Dining Room
7 Galley
8 Navigation Bridge
9 Gym

245
sq.ft.

Cat. A

Cat. B

Tonle Deck

Mekong Deck

categories

TONLE & MEkONG DEcks- category A & B

NOTE: Deck plan and artist renderings are correct 
at the time of publication but are subject to change.



ava l o n wa t e r way s . c o m   73

AvAlon TrAveler Icons:  
cAmbodIA ProjecT
Kailyan Mith program Siem Reap; part of the ChildSafe Network

Visiting Cambodia can be a life-changing experience. Two things 
that visitors remember are the amazing archaeological treasures and 
the Cambodian people. Their warm, friendly personalities truly leave 
a lasting impression—as do their touching stories. Today, there is no 
story more important to tell than the growing number of children 
living in poverty. 

 

Siem Reap, with its proximity to the temples of Angkor, has developed 
into a major tourism center in Cambodia. In 2013, Cambodia saw  
4.2 million tourists and over half of these visitors arrived through  
Siem Reap. This recent growth in tourism has brought a good deal of 
wealth to the city, which has led a growing number of impoverished 
families to move to the city from surrounding villages in hopes of 
a better life. Often unprepared and with few employable skills, the 
hope for economic opportunities has instead increased the number 
of children, families, and mothers with small babies begging or selling 
souvenirs to tourists on the streets and around the temples.

 

To respond to these challenges, Avalon, in partnership with Tourism 
Cares, is proud to help fund the ChildSafe Network. Initiated by 
Friends-International, this powerful, proven program enlists the 
tourism community, both local and international, to support the 
welfare, advancement, and safety of children. 

In Siem Reap, the ChildSafe Network is run by the Friends-International 
program Kaliyan Mith, which offers a comprehensive range of services 
and projects. This includes outreach to children and youth living 
on the streets, providing a safe space for young people through 
drop-in centers, an educational center and school re-integration, 
vocational training and employment for youth and their parents, and 
the provision of temporary accommodation through a transitional 
home. The program also includes awareness-raising campaigns where 
child begging is especially prominent as well as a 24/7 ChildSafe 
Emergency Hotline.

 

Avalon is a firm believer in this mission. Education is the key—not only 
for the children but for all visitors, and we do all we can to ensure that 
the begging lifestyle is not promoted on our journeys that visit Siem 
Reap and the rest of Asia.

 

Visit TourismCares.org for more information on this non-profit initiative.

CALL uS FREE  On 0800 440 2679  OR ViSiT www.AVALONcRuisEs.cO.uk



email: avalonsales@avaloncruises.co.uk

agency sales support call 020 8313 8000

 

Visit us at 

www.avaloncruises.co.uk
to book call us fRee on 

0800 440 2679
or see your local travel agent

from overseas call +44 161 475 9716

We	are	a	member	of	ABTA	and	our	
flight-inclusive	packages	are	fully	

bonded	with	the	CAA’s	ATOL	scheme,	
which	means	your	holiday	is	

completely	protected.
ABTA No.V3031

COSMOS TOURS LTD 

also see our other worldwide holidays:

• Irrawaddy • Yangtze • Amazon • Galápagos

Please	see	our	website	for	full	Booking	Conditions.
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