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 When Your Heart Says  
“I Want to Go There”,  
 We Know What Course to Set …



Every day of your expedition with the HANSEATIC will show you something exceptio-

nal. Away from typical travel routes and unreachable by other ships – experience natural  

wonders up close.

On fascinating routes, the HANSEATIC will introduce you to seldom-visited regions of the 

Arctic, blazing a trail in the far north of Canada and along the eastern coast of Greenland. It 

also ventures deeper into the Amazon jungle than other ships. Our expedition ship and the 

experienced crew follow the pioneering spirit of Magellan, Columbus, Amundsen, Humboldt 

and Darwin. The power of the HANSEATIC is not measured in knots, but in your enthusiasm 

for our expeditions, expertise, experts and exclusivity. We wish you unforgettable experiences 

and discoveries on board.

All cruises listed in this brochure will be international departures (English/German) ensuring 

that English-speaking passengers feel comfortable from the moment they step on board. 

All documentation will be in English, e. g. confirmation, travel documents and handbooks. 

Furthermore, all programmes of the day, menus, announcements, lectures, safety drill and 

Zodiac instruction will be held in English. Naturally, our entire crew are fully fluent in English. 

We offer English shore excursions on an individual basis, in line with the possibilities in the 

ports of call.

Certainly, you can take part in every other cruise apart from those listed in this catalogue. 

Kindly contact us for further information.

Be inspired by this catalogue and look forward to an adventure that starts by leafing

through its pages: your personal expedition.

Dear Explorer, 

Karl J. Pojer
Managing Director
Hapag-Lloyd Cruises*

Isolde Susset
Director Expedition Cruises
Hapag-Lloyd Cruises*

*Hapag-Lloyd Cruises is a brand name of Hapag-Lloyd Kreuzfahrten GmbH, Hamburg, under which it does business in international markets.



EXPEDITION

Intensive Adventures on  
Extraordinary Routes:

Expedition
Remote regions that have preserved their magic and originality await you.

Follow in the footsteps of legendary pioneers and become a passionate

explorer and adventurer yourself. Away from typical travel routes, we provide 

particularly spectacular experiences thanks to the flexibility of our small and  

manoeuvrable expedition ship. Whenever the HANSEATIC cannot sail any further, 

the Zodiacs take over. Your destination: thrilling observation of flora and fauna at  

close range. In a small group of up to 175 guests on the HANSEATIC get that  

pure expedition feeling!
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EXPEDITION

Led by Pioneering Spirit,  
the Experience Sets the Course

to participate in a ceremony on a Pacific 

atoll, the departure will simply be postponed. 

If whales are spotted in the Antarctic, the 

captain will spontaneously change course 

for some intensive wildlife watching. Seeing 

these giants of the ocean swim around the 

ship, and constantly diving under the bow,  

is something truly unforgettable. Years of  

experience in the regions travelled to shape 

the expertise of the expedition crew.

If you engage with the adventure of discovery, 

you will be rewarded with memories for life: 

travel in the Zodiacs to remote islands and 

witness ancient rituals. Or explore virtually 

untouched nature, where very few people 

have ever set foot. Flexible, fascinating  

expeditions await you every day. Whether  

in tropical or polar regions – the innovative 

routes of the HANSEATIC focus on the  

greatest possible experience instead of a 

fixed itinerary. Our captains and expedition 

leaders share your passion for exploring: for 

example, if you get the unexpected chance 
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EXPEDITION SHIP IN HER ELEMENT The  

HANSEATIC is a small, extremely manoeu-

vrable ship and has a shallow draught. This 

allows her to access regions that other  

expedition ships cannot explore.

Experience nature within touching distance 

of Greenland’s glaciers, in the narrow water-

ways of the Amazon or in Chilean fjords.

Regardless of the region, the HANSEATIC –  

built for thick pack ice, narrow fjords and 

rivers and hard-to-access bays – will bring 

you close to the wonders of this world if 

permitted by the ocean charts. Despite all 

flexibility, one course stays fixed: to create the  

greatest possible expedition feeling among  

a small group of like-minded people. >>
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EXPEDITION

NATURAL WONDERS UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL 

Expect the unexpected – on spectacular  

discovery trips in the Zodiacs in places  

where other cruise ships have long had to 

give up, where there are no ports and  

where even our small expedition ships have 

to stop right by the shore, you can continue 

your thrilling adventure with the Zodiacs. 

With their highperformance 36 h.p. motors, 

these robust inflatable boats are at home in 

extreme conditions. They can bring you just 

as safely to observe animals in polar regions 

as to paradisiacal bays in remote, tropical re-

gions. Get to within touching distance of the 

wilderness with a Zodiac ride – be it into the 

centre of a green field of Amazonian water 

lilies or right up close to unforgettable expe-

riences if a humpback whale appears right 

next to the Zodiac. Adventures like these are 

allocated generous amounts of time. This is 
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because the large number of 14 Zodiacs for 

up to 175 guests on the HANSEATIC often 

allow for numerous rides and landings in one 

day. Accompanied by our experts and expe-

dition leaders, you can attentively observe 

the bears in Alaska, for instance, against an 

extraordinary natural backdrop. ■
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A M A Z O N A S

EXPEDITION

The Amazon – Travel the  
River of 1,000 Wonders
South America’s lifeline remains one of the world’s greatest secrets, 

with a new adventure around every bend. Take our intensive expeditions 

to new shores abundant with the wonders of creation.

WINDING WATERWAYS IN WILD TERRITORY Travelling 
close to the shore with the HANSEATIC never ceases to  
offer fascinating panoramas. In the Breves Channels, you 
will pass close by the huts of Caboclos and the green jungle 
with its exotic sounds and secrets. It is estimated that just 
10 % of all resident species have been classified.

PARADISE FOR BIRDWATCHERS  
In addition to numerous parrots, buzzards 
and species of heron that catch the eye, 
there will also be some unusual treats for  
your sense of hearing. For example, the song  
of the musician wren sounds amazingly  
like the works of Bach and Haydn.

TALENTED MARINE LIFE Many myths and legends surround the pink 
river dolphin. What is true is that they flexibly twist to avoid obstacles. 
Water buffalos also have hidden skills, and the police even use them  
as mounts.

THE JOURNEY IS THE DESTINATION There is no more intensive way to discover the 
Amazon than to travel in the manoeuvrable Zodiacs. Tiny, winding tributaries lead to 
secluded places deep in the rainforest where the treetops form a canopy over your 
head, so tightly packed that only every fifth drop of rain reaches the ground.
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LIFE IN THE TREETOPS Moving in slow motion and sleep- 
ing for 15 hours a day, sloths are calmness personified, 
a great contrast to the nimble iguanas and frogs and the 
screeching monkeys. Only ants are more industrious:  
95 species can sometimes be found on a single tree.

NATIVE TRADITIONS LIVE ON Many of Amazonia’s indigenous peoples 
have preserved the knowledge passed down through the generations –  
be it hunting with blowpipes, fishing from a dugout canoe or weaving 
baskets. Even today, their children watch and learn to “read” the jungle, 
by interpreting animal tracks and sounds.

UNDER THE COVER OF DARKNESS When night falls, the rain-
forest comes to life in a completely new way. Accompanied  
by frogs and cicadas, night monkeys become active and  
caymans leave the water to hunt. And in the places the sun  
cannot penetrate, at the deepest points of the Amazon, electric 
eels use electrical impulses to find their way.

EXTRAORDINARY NATURAL WONDERS Your enthusiasm will 
know no bounds upon sighting the world’s largest water lily, with 
leaves up to two metres in diameter. The “excesses” of modern 
civilisation seem to have reached the Amazon, too: researchers 
have discovered a species of vegetarian piranha. This leaves the 
predatory arapaima cold – even piranhas lose their teeth on its 
special scales.
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More Valuable to You Than  
Any Navigation System:

Expertise

EXPERTISE

Experience great expedition moments in the most spectacular regions of our

planet. In these regions, extensive knowledge and years of experience have

proven to be the best expedition companions. Expertise which – in the form

of experienced captains and officers – takes you to places where other ships

would have to turn back. Thanks to the highest ice class for passenger ships

(E4), you can even access distant polar regions with the HANSEATIC – and  

this with the highest level of safety. Our commitment to sustainable cruises  

and the protection of our sensitive environment goes without saying.
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The captains of the HANSEATIC (from left to right): Carsten Gerke and Thilo Natke.

EXPERTISE

Experience and Expertise Turn Every 
Corner of the World into Safe Terrain

Enjoy spectacular routes and extraordinary 

passages such as the Corinth Canal, where  

just a few metres separate you from the 

steep rockfaces. Or the winding waterways 

of the Amazon jungle, taking you past water  

buffalo and houses on stilts. The expertise  

of the people on board the HANSEATIC 

make all this possible. Great expedition 

moments are based on a special blend of 

knowledge and intuition that cannot be  

learned, only “experienced”.

 

Our captains, officers, expedition leaders 

and cruise directors are well acquainted 

with the most remote corners of the world 

and can show you their most beautiful side. 

Their experience is invaluable in providing a 

safe and exciting journey through these regions.  

The two captains alone have travelled the 

Arctic and Antarctic over 100 times. 

These and other cruises have given them an 

immense treasure trove of experience that is 

more valuable than any navigation system.
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MORE FLEXIBILITY, MORE EXPERIENCES  

As nature does not follow any itinerary, the  

experienced officers decide anew every day 

which route is the best and which activities 

ensure the greatest possible expedition  

experience. Thus, the team with a feel for 

the right point in time provides unforgettable  

moments – from Alaska’s glaciers to the 

Brazilian coastline.

CERTIFIED SAFETY For this purpose, the  

captain, crew and expedition leaders  

cooperate closely – always with a view to 

extraordinary experiences as well as to the 

safety of the guests. Accordingly, the expe-

dition leader sits in the first boat, the scout 

boat, and initially explores unknown terrain 

before the Zodiac navigators follow with the 

guests. The navigators specifically trained 

for dealing with the robust inflatables have 

learned their theoretical and practical skills 

over several weeks. Beyond this, they are 

also familiar with the navigational peculia-

rities of the respective region. Because a 

landing in Antarctica with its changing ice 

conditions calls for different knowledge than 

exploring the narrow tributaries of the  

Amazon. To guarantee maximum safety,  

Hapag-Lloyd Cruises is the only cruise  

operator to have had their training system 

certified. It complies with the standards 

of the International Maritime Organisation 

(IMO) and the STCW Convention (Standards 

of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping 

for Seafarers). For our guests, this means  

intense experiences in combination with 

maximum safety – especially in the polar  

regions. ■

EXPERTISE EVEN WHEN TREADING NEW GROUND 

Despite many years of experience, the  

crew are constantly being faced with great 

challenges. One impressive example is the 

spectacular Northeast Passage. In 2014, 

the HANSEATIC will be the first non-Russian 

expedition cruise ship to venture into this 

area. This will allow us to re-emphasise our 

expedition expertise in a region that, until  

recently, was the preserve of Russian ice-

breakers. ■
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SAILING ON WHERE OTHER SHIPS HAVE TO TURN

BACK IN In nautical terms, they are among the  

most challenging regions in the world – the  

Arctic and Antarctica. But first and foremost, 

they are among the most fascinating. How-

ever, their true beauty is only revealed to those 

who are able to advance as far as possible 

into these barely accessible worlds of ice.

Regions that remain unapproachable for other  

ships are no problem for the BREMEN and the 

HANSEATIC – they are the only cruise ships 

in Germany to be certified with the highest 

ice class for passenger ships (E4), thanks to 

which they manage even difficult passages 

The Highest Ice Class for Ships Means 
the Greatest Experience for You

through drift and pack ice. For almost 20 years, 

the HANSEATIC has safely sailed through the 

ice – steered by experienced captains and 

with a crew whose flexibility and professional 

conduct turns every polar expedition into an 

unforgettable experience. Here, where nature 

has a greater impact on the course of a day 

than anywhere else, the fact that she is suitable  

for fierce ice conditions makes the crucial 

difference. It enables us to experience the 

wonders of the Arctic and Antarctica at close 

range and with maximum safety – more  

intensively than with hardly any other ship. ■
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Creaking and cracking, the 
ice breaks under the cast 
steel stem. Where other
ships have reached their 
limits, you press on into a 
pristine habitat – to observe 
the unforgettable wildlife of 
the polar regions.

Highest Ice Class: Constructed for Gripping Moments

The constructional design of a ship with a so-called ice class is complete-

ly different from that of a “normal” (cruise) ship. Crucial parameters include 

the thicker steel plates, the smaller distance between the ribs of the frame, 

which makes the ship even more robust, and the main ice area of the hull, 

which is considerably more extensive. The ship’s propellers are made of 

stainless steel rather than bronze, and a massive stem made of cast steel 

serves to “cut through” the ice layer. In Germany, there are five ice classes 

for passenger ships – from E to E4. The HANSEATIC is the only cruise ship 

 to be equipped with the highest ice class (E4). She can effortlessly push 

aside broken pack ice and even penetrate a 50 cm/1.6 ft thick layer of  

solid ice if necessary – the prerequisites for exceptionally intense and safe 

experiences in the worlds of ice at either end of our planet.
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0.00 hrs 1.00 hrs 2.00 hrs 3.00 hrs 4.00 hrs 5.00 hrs 6.00 hrs 7.00 hrs 8.00 hrs 9.00 hrs 10.00 hrs 11.00 hrs 12.00 hrs

10.20 hrs Colony concert:  
Roughly 200,000 colourful king penguins  
on the Salisbury Plain beach will impress  
you with their symphony of throaty calls.

4.15 hrs An impressive 
dawn: your day begins with 
a spectacular play of light 
across the landscape. Your 
early rise will be rewarded 
with simply unforgettable 
natural sights.

9.45 hrs Welcoming committee:  
In this remote habitat, curious  
penguins keep their eyes fixed  

on the strange visitors – including  
when the crew scouts out an  

ideal landing area, for example.

11.30 hrs Zodiac ride:  
One of your discovery tours 

starts anew, on which you can 
experience the magnitude  

of the fascinating glaciers at 
close range.

A DAY ON SOUTH GEORGIA (SUBANTARCTIC ISLANDS)

A DAY ON THE ANTARCTIC PENINSULA

EXPERTISE18



13.00 hrs 14.00 hrs 15.00 hrs 16.00 hrs 17.00 hrs 18.00 hrs 19.00 hrs 20.00 hrs 21.00 hrs 22.00 hrs 23.00 hrs 24.00 hrs

14.35 hrs Baby time: In 
January and February, 
baby seals lie on the 
beach in front of the 
former whaling station 
Stromness – a sight 
that is bound to win 
your explorer’s heart 
immediately.

20.05 hrs Gigantic 
encounter: Curious 
humpback whales  
rise to the surface 
nearby – an expedition 
experience that could 
hardly be more 
thrilling.

17.40 hrs White 
wonder: With the 
manoeuvrable Zodiacs, 
you can access the 
smallest of bays. The 
gallery of ice sculptures 
formed by nature will 
captivate you.

15.10 hrs
Hunters in the ice: 
beautiful but dangerous. 
You can even observe 
leopard seals from the 
Zodiac at a safe proximity.

A Day in Antarctica:
Adventure Around the Clock
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An expedition is the most exciting way to 

experience the world and all its beauty –  

but it also means taking responsibility for  

the protection of vulnerable habitats. This 

is why environmentally aware and sustain-

able operations have become a tradition at 

Hapag-Lloyd Cruises. We blazed this trail 

before many other ships. 

For example, painstaking fuel and route  

management help to significantly reduce  

consumption and thus emissions. Not 

pushing vessels to go as fast as possible 

reduces fuel consumption by around 30 %. 

For years, we have been replacing crude oil 

with low-pollutant diesel when travelling in 

sensitive areas such as the Arctic, Kamchatka 

and the Antarctic. 

We use fuel with low sulphur content while 

our ships are moored in European ports – 

reducing emissions by 93 % compared to 

the standard limit. The ships are renovated 

and kept up to date during regular docking 

periods. Seawater desalination system  

technology for the treatment of water, a  

biological sewage treatment plant and  

TBT-free underwater paint make further  

Environmental 
Protection:   
Our Long-term  
Priority

contributions. Comprehensive waste mana-

gement is also in place, and waste is safely 

disposed of on shore. 

These examples demonstrate our appreciation  

for sustainability, which will allow future  

generations of explorers to be amazed by 

the wonders of the world. 
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think · go climate conscious

Ideally, we will leave behind only 
footprints when cruising to unspoilt 
regions. This is why Hapag-Lloyd 
Cruises places so much value on 
treating flora and fauna with respect –  
to ensure nature remains just as it 
is. This also includes the code of 
conduct for polar regions, which 
regulates the minimum distance 
from wildlife, for example, or the 
fact that we provide an informa-
tive guide for every 20 guests. 

Although we cannot prevent emissions 
completely, we can compensate for 
them. With this in mind, Hapag-Lloyd 
Cruises cooperates with the climate 
protection organisation atmosfair: each 
guest can offset the CO2 emissions of 
their sea travel by making an appropriate  
climate protection contribution, with 
one-fourth of the cost covered by 
Hapag-Lloyd Cruises. We are also a 
long-time member of the International 
Association of Antarctica Tour Operators 
(IAATO) and are involved in Futouris e. 
V., the tourism sustainability initiative.
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EXPERTS

EXPERIENCE BECOMES AN ADVENTURE  

Researchers and scientists, adventurers 

and explorers: a team of renowned experts

in various fields accompanies every expe-

dition. Wise minds who, as well-travelled

cosmopolitans, translate the essence of 

their professions to passengers as passio-

nate speakers on board. If need be, they are 

truly able to express specialist knowledge 

in words – clearly, lively and effectively all 

at once. Be it in exciting presentations, on 

Zodiac rides and landings or in personal 

conversations, our experts will happily 

share their knowledge with you. Expand 

your horizons in the Darwin Hall, the presen-

tation room on the HANSEATIC. During 

the intensive preparation and follow-up 

work – the precaps and recaps – you will 

be introduced to your next Zodiac landing’s 

destination, for example, and consolidate 

what you have seen upon returning.

INTENSIVE INSIGHTS, CAPTIVATING DETAILS 

Our experts’ knowledge will help hone 

your eye for special things that remain 

hidden to other travellers – be it in the 

wilderness of the Canadian Arctic, the 

southern Atlantic wildlife paradise of South 

Georgia or the species-rich tributaries of 

the Amazon. Priceless, if this fixes your 

attention to a particular experience just 

at the right moment. You can be certain 

of unforgettable sights and unique photos 

of nature and the animal kingdom. ■

An Enrichment for Every Expedition: 
Your Experts on Board
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OUR SHIPS AS “RESEARCH VESSELS” Discovering 

extraordinary regions, intensive experiences 

of the world and fascinating insights from 

well-versed experts – the proven expedition 

concept from Hapag-Lloyd Cruises is also 

used on cruises for young discoverers. 

WHERE KNOWLEDGE IS ALWAYS FUN Whether

it’s eventful hikes, Zodiac rides, the exami-

nation of specimens under a microscope,  

a spot of navigation, a course on sailors’ 

knots or separate talks devised especially  

for young people: all this and more are offered 

by the crew and a renowned expert in our 

programmes tailored specifically for those 

aged 10 – 17 years old. Varied and entertain-

ing, they impart knowledge and introduce 

young people to the sciences, awakening 

their curiosity and encouraging inquiring 

More for Young Discoverers
minds – and giving the entire family an  

expeditionary experience they will never  

forget. Young discoverers enjoy special  

insights – such as during a special guided  

tour of the bridge where our captain and the  

officers will be happy to answer questions, 

explain the ship’s propulsion system or  

introduce them to classical navigation. In 

addition to exciting learning opportunities,  

the programme also of course includes plenty 

of entertainment, such as an invitation from 

the hotel manager to mix cocktails or to a 

movie evening with popcorn. All this turns 

selected cruises into a thrilling experience  

for young discoverers, too. ■

23



The Source of Your  
Lasting Memories:

Exclusivity
Our crew is passionate about providing extraordinary service. After a while,  

they will naturally not only know your name, but also your individual preferences.  

They will carry out your greatest and smallest wishes with attentiveness, warmth  

and sensitivity – this will make your expedition an entirely personal experience,  

ranging from all amenities on board to spontaneous surprises ashore, amidst 

spectacular natural backdrops. An expedition philosophy with which we  

have consistently set an example over the last two decades. Enjoy great  

moments, truly exclusive. Experience incomparable expeditions in the tradition  

of Albert Ballin, who developed the idea of the cruise over 100 years ago.

EXCLUSIVITY24
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EXCLUSIVITY

Magic Moments – Great Feelings  
Come from Small Things

Journey together to new shores: the 
captains and officers will be delighted to 
share their knowledge with you, enhancing 
the team spirit of the expedition. And 
selected cruises even give “young  
discoverers” the exciting opportunity to 
learn about navigation and sailing at first 
hand.

Enjoy Spitsbergen with all your 
senses: your thirst for adventure  
will be quenched both by the 
spectacular landscape and the 
crew’s pioneering spirit. See them 
conjure up a buffet on white 
tablecloths in the middle of the 
wilderness. 

A surprising idea will grow into your unforgettable experience – thanks to a crew driven by 

creativity and a passion for the extraordinary. With their distinct flair for exclusive moments, 

the team rounds off every expedition.
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Taste experiences in the most unusual places: the 
team always has new surprises in store. We might 
invite you to a spontaneous champagne reception 

on a South Seas beach or in the ice. Or let the crew 
take you on a culinary voyage of discovery with 
unusual specialities and interesting spices from 

each region you visit.

The crew on board are always there 
for you and ready to make your 

personal expedition moments even 
more rewarding. Would you like some 

iceberg in your drink? Or tips on 
capturing your personal “photo of the 

year” on an ice floe?
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HISTORY

Be Part of Exclusive  
Expedition History …

1996 Circumnavigation of  
Spitsbergen: the BREMEN  
becomes the first passenger ship  
to circumnavigate Spitsbergen. 

The “inventor of the cruise”, Albert Ballin, launched a very special way to travel. Since then, 

great discoveries and spectacular routes have shaped the many years of experience and  

expertise of Hapag-Lloyd Cruises.

1993 The HANSEATIC is commissioned and the BREMEN 
launched. Since then, both ships have travelled the 
world’s most spectacular expedition regions. 

1922 Following the interruption of German passenger cruising  
by the First World War, HAPAG launches another passenger 
ship, the “Albert Ballin”. The “ship without seasickness” – 
thanks to innovative anti-rolling tanks.

1970 Birth of  
Hapag-Lloyd AG: 
Hamburg-based 

HAPAG and Bremen-
based Norddeut-

scher Lloyd merge, 
and thus putting an 
end to a rivalry that 

lasted 113 years. 

1891 Albert Ballin, director of 
the Hamburg-Amerikanische 
Packetfahrt-Aktien-Gesell-
schaft (HAPAG, Hamburg-
American Line), founds modern 
passenger cruising. He sends 
his flagship “Augusta Victoria”  
into the Mediterranean with 
241 passengers on board.

1905  HAPAG 
commissions the 
“America”, backing 
luxury over speed. 
The international 
public is delighted 
by the “floating 
palace”. 
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2012 The BREMEN sets a new record:  
887 km/550 mi from the North Pole – on  
10 August 2012, the BREMEN is the first  
ever ship to cross the 82-degree line of  
latitude in the Arctic Ocean.

2003 New discovery: during her  
expedition in Antarctica, the BREMEN  
discovers a hitherto unknown strait  
of water leading to a previously  
unexplored island. Since then, both  
officially bear the names “Bremen 
Channel” and “Bremen Island”.

2012 The fascination of Franz Josef 
Land: on a spectacular route, a small 
group of pioneers on board the BREMEN 
experiences the wonderland of the  
bizarre landscapes and icy world of  
the Arctic Ocean.

2009/2012/2013 Legendary 
seaway: in 2012, the HANSEATIC 
conquers the Northwest Passage 
for the tenth time, making her the 
only passenger ship to navigate 
this passage so many times. In 
2009 and again in 2013, both 
ships, the HANSEATIC and the  
BREMEN, tackle the Northwest 
Passage almost simultaneously – 
in opposite directions.

2012 Anniversary: in 
2012, the HANSEATIC 
undertakes her 100th 
cruise to Antarctica.

2013/2015 Intensive Azores – all nine islands. 
In 2013, the BREMEN successfully called at 
every one of the diverse island paradises of  
the Azores for the first time. In 2015, the  
HANSEATIC will attempt to do so as well –  
and in the perfect season for numerous  
whale sightings.
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  MS HANSEATIC

Your Personal Expedition: 

MS HANSEATIC
The world’s only five-star* expedition ship combines exciting adventures and 

excellent comfort. In 2013, the HANSEATIC was awarded first place among the 

small boutique ships – and with good reason, as it offers a personal environment 

for 50 to a maximum of 250 passengers. This provides the perfect setting for 

your extraordinary expedition routes with special facilities and many special 

on-board details – from the ship’s furnishings to the first-class service provided 

by the crew. The small group of no more than 175 guests provides a particularly 

personal atmosphere and a markedly large amount of personal space – be it in 

the stylish cabins and suites, the exquisite selection of culinary delights or the 

many unforgettable expedition moments. Enjoy your very personal expedition, 

spellbound by fascinating views of breathtaking coasts or enthralling expert 

presentations.

*According to Berlitz Cruise Guide 2014.
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MS HANSEATIC

EXPERIENCE AND RELAX IN EQUAL MEASURE 

What could be better than travelling in the 

most remote regions of the world and yet 

still feeling right at home? The HANSEATIC’s 

state-of-the-art cabins and suites measuring 

22 m² or 44 m² (237 ft² or 474 ft², respec-

tively) ensure that you have plenty of room  

to enjoy and recall your diverse discoveries 

and impressions in a relaxed frame of mind. 

Many details make your cruise especially 

enjoyable: tasteful furnishings, lighting  

designed to create a pleasing ambience and 

a mini bar that is replenished daily free of 

charge. After all, when every day is packed 

with excitement, you need a place of your 

own where you can unwind. 

All cabins and suites are ideally situated, 

facing outward with a view of the world’s 

oceans. The perfect location to prepare for 

your next destination. The large panoramic 

windows allow you to enjoy the best views 

the ocean has to offer. When the ship enters 

the next harbour, the forward-view camera 

sends images directly to your flat screen. 

Share your impressions with people at home 

using the wireless Internet connection in your 

cabin and your on-board e-mail account. 

THE BEST SERVICE – PERSONAL AND INDIVIDUAL 

Our hospitality makes it particularly easy for 

you to feel at home in your cabin or suite. 

Fresh fruit and champagne will be waiting to 

welcome you on board – and this is just one 

example of that little something extra that 

our service adds to your already enriching 

expedition days. The 24-hour cabin service 

will be happy to carry out wishes both large 

and small.

On our Bridge Deck, the butler will offer 

further services – from unpacking your luggage 

through to ironing your clothes. Could there 

be a better place to stay during an event-

filled expedition? >>

Thrilling Relaxation on All  
the World’s Oceans
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Space to relax and deepen your experiences: comfort and service are at home in the cabins (left) and suites (below)  
of the HANSEATIC.

MORE FREEDOM ON THE OCEAN 
•  Outstanding comfort: 5-stars*

•  Individual space: 22 m2/237 ft2 cabins  

and 44 m2/474 ft2 suites (non-smoking  

cabins/suites)

•  Beautiful views: all cabins have an ocean  

view (portholes or panoramic windows)

•  Modern equipment: communications and  

information system with Internet and an 

on-board e-mail address in every cabin

•  Entertainment: flat screen and DVD player  

for your individual film programme

•  Refreshments included: the mini bar is  

refilled daily

•  The 24-hour cabin service carries out your  

wishes, large or small

•  Exclusive: the butler service on the Bridge 

Deck provides exclusive amenities

*According to Berlitz Cruise Guide 2014. 33



MS HANSEATIC

A CULINARY VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY In addition to 

your on-shore discoveries, the HANSEATIC  

offers you very exclusive enjoyment: the 

Marco Polo Restaurant will indulge you with 

creative gastronomic variety and a discerning 

gourmet philosophy. Sophisticated with refine- 

ment and garnished with top-class service, 

the excellent chefs will serve you with classic 

delicacies. 

Enjoy repeated voyages of culinary discovery.  

Bistro Lemaire also transforms cuisine into 

an experience – whether at breakfast, lunch 

or the “Ethno Dinner”, which reinterprets the 

exotic diversity of various cruise destinations. 

And if good weather allows you to enjoy  

these exquisite creations under an open sky –  

GOURMET WORLD FOR ALL SENSES 
•  Top class: the main restaurant Marco Polo,  

where classic delicacies tempt your  

taste buds

•  Variety: Bistro Lemaire, where cruise  

destinations inspire the “Ethno Dinner”

•  Al fresco: breakfast and lunch buffets

•  For all palates: the kitchen is happy to  

carry out your individual wishes

•  For connoisseurs: an extensive wine list

•  Perfect service: a 125-strong crew caters  

for up to 175 guests on board
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while you marvel at the stunning natural vistas –  

then you really will be indulging all of your 

senses. Look forward to expanding your  

culinary horizons in our two top-class  

restaurants with personal and smart-casual 

atmospheres. >>

Your chef de cuisine opens up culinary worlds in Bistro Lemaire (left), on deck with stunning backdrops and in the  
Marco Polo Restaurant.
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MS HANSEATIC

ROOM FOR NEW KNOWLEDGE The HANSEATIC 

 was created for inspiring moments that  

you will share with like-minded guests and 

the experts, for example in the Observation 

Lounge. The 180º panoramic view allows you 

to revel in magnificent coastal landscapes 

while enjoying stimulating conversation at the 

bar in the evenings. Accompanied by piano 

music, unforgettable moments are guaran-

teed. The Explorer Lounge is the meeting 

point for all adventurers. Here, the experts 

prepare and follow up on your Zodiac rides 

and landings together with you – in the “pre-

caps” and “recaps”. Trips ashore are planned, 

routes are discussed and past adventures are 

given new depth. Along with its expedition-

filled atmosphere, the Explorer Lounge also 

offers enough scope for leisure activities and 

evenings filled with dancing. Expand your  

horizons in Darwin Hall, our presentation 

room, where our renowned specialists impart 

their knowledge as part of exciting presenta-

tions that are vivid and full of life. You can also  

watch the live broadcast in your cabin or suite.

EVERYTHING FOR EXPLORATORY URGES AND 

FREE TIME Alongside loaned parkas, the 

equipment of the HANSEATIC includes 

Fantastic view on board: 180˚ panoramic view from the Observation Lounge.
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Equipped for special impressions and moments: Be it with a microscope, telescope or ergometer – on board, we encourage new 
experiences and exchanges with those who share your passion.

EXCITING VENUES FOR EXPLORERS
•  Explorer Lounge meeting point: inspiring  

conversations, entertainment with music  

and dancing

•  Pure expedition feeling: precaps and recaps  

by the experts in order to prepare for and  

follow up on trips ashore

•  Knowledge transferred vividly: numerous  

expert presentations in the Darwin Hall  

presentation room

•  Well stocked: on-board library with  

specialist literature

•  Expedition equipment: parkas, rubber boots,  

Nordic walking poles, snorkelling equipment  

and bicycles (on loan)

rented laptops and microscopes to borrow 

for special detailed views, as well as the on-

board library with current specialist litera-

ture. In addition to the stimulating activities, 

the HANSEATIC provides you with opportuni-

ties for physical relaxation – from using the  

fitness room with ocean view and relaxing 

in the steam sauna to bathing in the heated 

swimming pool on the Sun Deck. 

You can borrow bicycles, Nordic walking poles 

and snorkelling equipment free of charge in 

order to actively explore your expedition 

destinations. This creates a great and unfor-

gettable travel experience that is made up  

of many small individual moments. ■
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Antarctica



 Expedition  Antarctica

The Miracle of Life in a Cold Wasteland
During a brief summer, the Antarctic offers breathtaking opportunities to observe new life in the inter-

minable ice. Thousands of penguins, seals and sea birds are busy rearing their young – a dream come 

true for you, the nature-loving explorer. On thrilling Zodiac rides and landings, you can experience this 

glittering wonderland from very close quarters.

FASCINATING FALKLAND ISLANDS Not until 1690 did anyone step 
foot on the Falkland Islands, and it took until 1764 before the first 
settlement was formed. That may be due to the windy, cold climate – 
in which, however, rockhopper and Magellan penguins feel decidedly 
at home. Nor are they alone: more than 60 native bird species soar 
through the skies, including the endemic Falkland pipit and the caracara. 
The only “town” on the Falkland Islands to this very day is Stanley. The 
houses and small gardens of this former whaling and sealing station are 
a Victorian delight.

INTENSIVE OBSERVATIONS IN THE WILDLIFE PARADISE OF SOUTH 
GEORGIA Flexible, spontaneous and impressive: the Zodiacs are in use 
several times a day to enable expeditionary experiences and wildlife 
sightings that take your breath away. Take standing in front of a gigantic 
colony of king penguins, for example. Hundreds of thousands of these 
animals populate the slopes and coasts of the island. During spectacular  
landings on three intensive days, including at Salisbury Plain and 
Gold Harbour, you will encounter fur seals and elephant seals on the 
beaches along the craggy coastline, while black-browed albatrosses and 
giant petrels nest in the rocks. Renowned experts including biologists, 
geologists and glaciologists will accompany you and add new dimensions 
to your unique natural experiences by revealing surprising details. Or 
they will bring to life the pioneering days of Antarctic research: in the 
former whaling station Grytviken you will visit the grave of Sir Ernest 

Shackleton and remember the heroic efforts with which this man once 
rescued his team. To find out how modern polar researchers work, you 
will be travelling to the South Orkney Islands where, weather permitting, 
you will visit the oldest permanently inhabited research station in the 
Antarctic, the Argentinian station Orcadas (subject to permission). And 
with a little luck, you will have your first sighting of majestic icebergs  
off Signy Island.

THRILLING MOMENTS IN THE ICE: SOUTH SHETLAND ISLANDS 
AND THE ANTARCTIC PENINSULA Where weather and ice dictate 
the route, only a genuine expedition ship such as the HANSEATIC can 
guarantee you the full Antarctic experience. It is small, manoeuvrable 
and, thanks to its highest ice class for passenger ships, even capable 
of sailing through drift and pack ice. The ship clears its inexorable path 
in the direction of the Antarctic Peninsula. You will experience moments 
of magic when, for example, the Zodiacs bring you to Paulet Island 
in the Weddell Sea to view thousands of Adelie penguins from close 
quarters. Or when cruising in the Antarctic Sound, where huge tabular 
icebergs drift silently through the water. Every day on board passes 
in the spirit of daring pioneers, such as Otto Nordenskjöld, who once 
endured great hardship to explore this remote region. With their many 
years of experience in the polar regions of this world, the captain, crew 
and the well-versed experts in various specialised topics will provide 
you with enthralling expedition experiences that you will never forget. 
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FALKLAND ISLANDS
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ANTARCTIC PENINSULA

SOUTH ORKNEY ISLANDS

SOUTH GEORGIA

SOUTH SHETLAND ISLANDS

For instance, you can bath in hot springs on the black lava beaches 
of Deception Island. Or marvel at the wonders of Paradise Bay. With 
the Zodiacs, you will glide past sparkling icebergs to majestic, lofty 
glacial towers, the crevices of which glow blue. If the ice and weather 
conditions permit a landing, you will be able to set foot on the Antarctic 
mainland – an exceptionally moving moment during your expedition. 
Next your journey takes you further south and through the narrow 
Lemaire Channel where spectacular peaks on both sides make this 
waterway one of the most beautiful shipping passages in the world. In 
the Penola Strait, the excitement on board rises yet again. How far to 
the south can the HANSEATIC actually penetrate? A question that can 
only be answered from on board when you get there. Yet one thing is 
certain, the landings with the Zodiacs will reveal to you the full beauty of 
this Antarctic wonderland between huge colonies of Adelie and chinstrap 
penguins. The passage through the Neumayer Channel then serves up 
the grand finale with panoramic views of amazing glaciers. In the midst 
of icebergs as high as a house, it is easy to be amazed – and all the 
more difficult to take your leave. 

A SPECIALIST IN POLAR HISTORY AMONGST THE TEAM OF 
EXPERTS

Among the many interests of Dr Arne Kertelhein, historian and 
author of various specialist books, are the expeditions of the 
great polar explorers. He has a special passion for old expedition 
reports and historical maps. These original sources are key to his 
stimulating talks on the Antarctic.

From Ushuaia to Ushuaia

22 Jan – 9 Feb 2015 18 days HAN1502

   Individual travel arrangements to Buenos Aires 
Thu 22 Jan  Charter flight to Ushuaia 
  Ushuaia/Argentina, departure 18.00 hrs 
Fri 23 Jan  Relaxation at sea 
Sat 24 –25 Jan  Falkland Islands t 
Mon  26 – 27 Jan  Relaxation at sea 
Wed 28 – 30 Jan  South Georgia t 
Sat 31 Jan Relaxation at sea 
Sun 1 – 6 Feb  South Orkney Islands t, Weddell Sea t, South 
  Shetland Islands t, Antarctic Peninsula t 
Sat 7 – 8 Feb  Sailing through the Drake Passage 
Mon 9 Feb Ushuaia/Argentina, arrival 6.00 hrs 
  Charter flight to Buenos Aires 
  Individual travel arrangements from Buenos Aires

t = at anchor For cruise prices, see the price insert on page 4 – 7.

A change in itinerary may become necessary on this expedition to Antarctica.  

The captain will decide on the best possible alternatives depending on weather 

and ice conditions.
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FALKLAND ISLANDS
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ANTARCTIC PENINSULA

SOUTH ORKNEY ISLANDS

SOUTH GEORGIA

SOUTH SHETLAND ISLANDSYour first sight of the thousands of penguins, 

mighty elephant seals, countless bird species  

and a wonderland in the endless ice will take  

your breath away. Surrounded by gigantic ice-

bergs and majestic glaciers, you will discover 

spectacular landscapes and follow in the  

footsteps of legendary polar explorers.

FASCINATING PARADISE OF BIRDS – THE FALKLAND ISLANDS 
The Zodiac fleet will be lowered to the water ready to head for the 
Falkland Islands. During several landings, experts will accompany you 
on hikes through the dwarf shrubs and grasses that are typical of the 
islands. Marvel at the head-high tussock grass and the diversity of the 
bird world, where rockhopper and Magellan penguins bid you welcome; 
there is also a chance that black-bellied storm petrels, silver teal,  
albatrosses or peregrine falcons will suddenly appear before your 
very eyes. Stanley, the small island capital, welcomes you with British 
charm.

UNFORGETTABLE ENCOUNTERS IN SOUTH GEORGIA Three expedition 
days packed with great experiences lie ahead, when glaciated mountain 
summits on the horizon announce your approach to this unique wildlife 
paradise. Hundreds of thousands of king penguins live on the coasts 

 Expedition Antarctica

Miracles Ahoy – the  
Rich Antarctic Wildlife

and hillsides of the island and bring the stunning landscape to life.  
On up to three rides and landings each day with the Zodiacs, you can  
experience this rich animal kingdom up close, and discover elephant 
seals fighting over a harem or observe gentoo penguins and thousands 
of king penguins in their icy habitat. Prominent experts with extensive 
experience in the Antarctic will be able to tell you all about the fauna 
and flora. In Grytviken, you will be able to immerse yourself in the exciting 
history of polar exploration. Visit the tiny whalers’ church built in 1913, 
and the grave of polar explorer Sir Ernest Shackleton, whose legendary  
Endurance expedition came to a fortunate end on South Georgia. You  
will also gain an insight into the everyday lives of modern polar researchers  
on the South Orkney Islands where, weather permitting, you will be 
taken ashore in the Zodiacs to visit the Argentinian Orcadas research 
station (subject to permission). And with a little luck, you will have your 
first sighting of majestic icebergs off Signy Island.
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BREATHTAKING: SOUTH SHETLAND ISLANDS AND THE ANTARCTIC 
PENINSULA Your expedition takes a direct route to adventure through 
the Weddell Sea to Paulet Island. The ice crunches and cracks around 
the ship’s reinforced bow, while it becomes ever more apparent just 
what strains the pioneers of polar exploration had to face. Where 
weather and ice conditions dictate the course, the experienced crew 
will react flexibly and spontaneously to guarantee you unforgettable 
moments in the wonderland of the Antarctic. The experience will make 
your day as the HANSEATIC continues on her southerly course. You can 
look forward, for example, to the caldera of Deception Island and the
incomparable sight of Paradise Bay, where glaciers tower hundreds of 
metres above you and snow-capped peaks line the bay in which gigantic 
icebergs drift. The team of experts accompanying you will open up  
new fields of knowledge and even step onto the Antarctic mainland  
with you – that is, if the weather and ice conditions permit a landing. 
One of the most spectacular shipping passages in the world is the 
Lemaire Channel. Mountains up to 1,000 m/3,290 ft high hem in  
the strait of water and seem almost within reach, while a mystical 
tranquillity prevails.

IN THE TRACKS OF THE ORIGINAL EXPLORERS OF THE ANTARCTIC 
CIRCLE The further south your journey takes you, the more impressed
you will be by the endless whiteness surrounding you on all sides. 
Spectacular rides and landings with the Zodiacs will take you to enjoy 
unique close encounters with animals such as Adelie and gentoo  
penguins, fur seals and petrels. With luck, when you sail the Penola 
Strait you will sight majestic whales. The excitement on board increases 
as the ship approaches the Antarctic Circle. As the HANSEATIC continues 
on her southerly course, she will be able to take full advantage of her 
expertise in icy conditions. How far will the ship be able to forge ahead 
into this inaccessible region? In the clear air out on deck, a genuine 
pioneering spirit prevails, which will also accompany you on the route 
back north when you cruise through the Neumayer Channel with its 
amazing glaciers – a truly unforgettable sight that brings your unique 
Antarctic expedition to a close.

EXPEDITION LEADER ON BOARD THE HANSEATIC 

For more than 15 years, the polar researcher David Fletcher 
coordinated the work conducted at different research stations for 
the British Antarctic Survey. He has been leading expeditions to the 
polar regions for more than 30 years. In a way that will both thrill 
and enchant you, he will reveal the magical world of the Antarctic.

From Ushuaia to Ushuaia 

9 Feb – 28 Feb 2015 19 days HAN1503

  Individual travel arrangements to Buenos Aires
Mon  9 Feb  Charter flight to Ushuaia
  Ushuaia/Argentina, departure 18.00 hrs
Tue  10 Feb  Relaxation at sea
Wed  11 – 12 Feb  Falkland Islands t
Fri  13 – 14 Feb  Relaxation at sea
Sun  15 – 17 Feb  South Georgia t
Wed  18 Feb  Relaxation at sea
Thu  19 – 25 Feb  South Orkney Islands t, Weddell Sea t,
  South Shetland Islands t, Antarctic Peninsula t,  
  Antarctic Circle
Thu  26 – 27 Feb  Sailing through the Drake Passage
Sat  28 Feb  Ushuaia/Argentina, arrival 6.00 hrs
  Charter flight to Buenos Aires
  Individual travel arrangements from Buenos Aires

t = at anchor   For cruise prices, see the price insert on page 4 – 7.

A change in itinerary may become necessary on this expedition to Antarctica.  

The captain will decide on the best possible alternatives depending on weather 

and ice conditions.

43



Be prepared for a fascinating land of extremes: 

mighty glaciers and majestic icebergs are inter-

spersed with huge colonies of penguins and the 

realm of the whales – those massive rulers of the 

seas. The Zodiacs head for the water time and 

time again to ensure some truly thrilling expedition 

moments – intense experiences that go beyond 

your wildest imagination. Since it has the highest 

ice class for passenger ships, the HANSEATIC is in 

its element well away from civilisation and will take 

you right into the wonderland of the Antarctic.

Expedition Antarctica

The Bizarre Realm  
of the Ice Giants

SOUTH GEORGIA – A WILDLIFE PARADISE To prepare you for the 
realm of the penguins, a captivating experience awaits. Numerous 
lectures by experts will provide some interesting facts about the 
wildlife and nature of the polar region. You will then be able to cast a 
trained eye on the many facets of South Georgia that are just waiting 
to be discovered. Flexible, spontaneous and impressive: the Zodiacs 
are used several times a day to enable expeditionary experiences 
and wildlife sightings that take your breath away. Take standing in 
front of a gigantic colony of king penguins, for example. Hundreds 
of thousands of these animals populate the slopes and coasts of the 
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From Rio de Janeiro

Drake Passage
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Rio de Janeiro

SOUTH ORKNEY ISLANDS

the narrow Lemaire Channel (depending on ice): spectacular peaks 
on both sides make this waterway one of the world’s most beautiful 
shipping passages.

At the end of your cruise, the excitement on board rises yet again. 
How far to the south can the HANSEATIC actually sail? This is a 
question that can only be answered on board when you get there. Yet 
one thing is certain: the landings with the Zodiacs will enable you to 
enjoy the full beauty of this Antarctic wonderland. In the clear air on 
deck, a genuine pioneering spirit prevails, which will also accompany 
you on the route back north when you cruise through the Neumayer-
Kanal with its amazing glaciers. The volcanic Deception Island is an 
unforgettable sight to bring your cruise to a close. The entrance into 
the caldera is an experience in itself. On the black volcanic beaches, 
you can relax and look back over the many experiences you have had 
on this varied expedition.

island. During spectacular landings over three intensive days, including 
in Salisbury Plain and Gold Harbour, you will encounter fur seals and 
sedate elephant seals on the beaches along the craggy coastline, 
while black-browed albatrosses and giant petrels make their nests in 
among the rocks. Renowned experts including biologists, geologists 
and glaciologists will accompany you and add new dimensions to 
your unique natural experiences by revealing surprising details. Or 
they will bring to life the pioneering days of Antarctic research: in the 
former Grytviken whaling station, you will visit the grave of Sir Ernest 
Shackleton and remember the heroic efforts with which this man 
once rescued his team. If the ice conditions are favourable on your 
way south towards the Antarctic Peninsula, you will pass by the South 
Orkney Islands.

WONDERLAND OF THE ANTARCTIC PENINSULA Brown Bluff rises 
up impressively before you, with its more than 700 m high brown tuff 
cliffs standing proud between two mighty glaciers. This panorama is 
accompanied by the cries of countless kelp gulls as well as cape and 
snow petrels. The Zodiacs will bring you ashore so that you can get 
acquainted with the Adelie penguins that live here in a large colony 
of several thousand animals. A hike along the coast with explanations 
from the experts on the biology of the colony and the geology of the 
island promise to provide fascinating insights.

The experienced crew will react flexibly and spontaneously to guaran-
tee you unforgettable moments in the icy paradise of the Antarctic. 
However, nature will define exactly which overwhelming discoveries 
you will make – such as on an exciting Zodiac trip through the ice-
covered Cierva Cove bay. With a little luck, you will be able to observe 
leopard seals and minke whales. The wonders of Paradise Bay are just 
as impressive. With the Zodiacs, you will glide past sparkling icebergs 
to majestic, lofty glacial towers, the crevices of which glow blue. If 
the ice and weather conditions permit a landing, you will be able to 
set foot on the Antarctic mainland – an exceptionally moving moment 
during your expedition. Further south, your journey takes you through 

A GEOLOGY SPECIALIST IN THE TEAM OF EXPERTS

Even during her studies, Heike Fries was intrigued by the calving 
glaciers at both of the earth’s poles. This geoscientist has been 
spending summers and winters here since 2001. She is able to 
convey her passion for the ice formations of the Antarctic in a  
fascinating way – in presentations on board and as part of excur-
sions ashore.

From Rio de Janeiro to Ushuaia 

15 Nov – 4 Dec 2015 19 days HAN1522

   Individual travel arrangements to Rio de Janeiro
Sun  15 Nov Rio de Janeiro/Brasilien, departure at 17.00 hrs 
Mon  16 – 20 Nov  Relaxation at sea 
Sat  21 – 23 Nov  South Georgia t 
Tue  24 Nov  Relaxation at sea 
Wed  26 Nov – 1 Dec  Passing the South Orkney Islands, 
  South Shetland Islands t, Antarctic Peninsula t 
Wed  2 – 3 Dec  Sailing through the Drake Passage 
Fri  4 Dec  Ushuaia/Argentina, arrival at 6.00 hrs 
  Charter flight to Buenos Aires 
  Individual travel arrangements from Buenos Aires

t = at anchor   For cruise prices, see the price insert on page 4 – 7.

A change in itinerary may become necessary on this expedition to Antarctica.  

The captain will decide on the best possible alternatives depending on weather 

and ice conditions.
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DREAM DESTINATION FOR BIRDWATCHERS: THE FALKLAND 
ISLANDS Board the Zodiacs of the HANSEATIC for the first time and 
discover a fascinating, abundant world of birds at close range. On seve-
ral flexible landings, you will experience this unique ecosystem at first 
hand, joining experts to observe rockhopper and Magellanic Penguins, 
which share their habitat with kelp geese, black-browed albatrosses 
and steamer ducks. By contrast, the small capital of Stanley appears to 
be “very British”. Discover Victorian houses and the world’s southern-
most Anglican church.

UNFORGETTABLE ENCOUNTERS IN SOUTH GEORGIA Three expe-
dition days packed with great experiences lie ahead, when glaciated 
mountain summits on the horizon announce your approach to this 
unique animal paradise. Hundreds of thousands of king penguins 
live on the coasts and hillsides of the island and bring the stunning 
landscape to life. On up to three trips and landings each day with the 
Zodiacs, you can experience this rich animal kingdom up close, and see 
elephant seals fighting over a harem or observe gentoo penguins and 
thousands of king penguins breeding and raising their young. Prominent 
experts with extensive experience in the Antarctic will be able to tell 
you all about the fauna and flora. In Grytviken, for example, you will 
be able to immerse yourself in the exciting history of polar exploration. 
Visit the tiny whalers’ church built in 1913, and the grave of polar 
explorer Sir Ernest Shackleton, whose legendary Endurance expedition 
came to a fortunate end on South Georgia. You will also gain an insight 
into the everyday lives of modern polar researchers on the South 
Orkney Islands, where, weather permitting, you will be taken ashore in 
the Zodiacs to visit the Argentinian Orcadas research station (subject to 
authorisation). And with a little luck, you will have your first sighting of 
majestic icebergs off Signy Island. 

Welcome the offspring of seals, penguins and 

seabirds in the world of endless ice. The atmos-

pheric light of the polar midsummer produces 

unforgettable natural scenes. Marvel at the cycle of 

life against the backdrop of enormous glaciers and 

icebergs, deep fjords and bays on your numerous 

Zodiac rides.

Expedition Antarctica

The World’s Southern-
most Nursery
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BREATHTAKING: WEDDELL SEA, SOUTH SHETLAND ISLANDS 
AND ANTARCTIC PENINSULA Your expedition takes a direct route to 
adventure through the Weddell Sea to Paulet Island. The ice crunches 
and cracks around the ship’s reinforced bow, while it becomes ever 
more apparent just what strains the pioneers of polar exploration had 
to endure. Where weather and ice conditions dictate the course, the 
experienced crew will react flexibly and spontaneously to guarantee  
you unforgettable moments in the wonderland of the Antarctic. The 
experience will make your day as the HANSEATIC continues on her 
southerly course. You can look forward, for example, to the caldera of 
Deception Island and the incomparable sight of Paradise Bay: glaciers 
tower hundreds of metres above and snow-covered mountains line the 
bay in which icebergs as high as houses float. The team of experts  
accompanying you will open up new fields of knowledge and will visit 
the Antarctic continent with you if the weather and ice conditions permit 
landing. One of the most spectacular shipping passages in the world 
is the Lemaire Channel: mountains up to 1,000 m/3,290 ft high line 
the strait of water and seem to be almost within reach as a mystical 
tranquillity prevails. The HANSEATIC will then head for the Penola Strait 
and set course for the most southerly point of your expedition. Where 
will it be? The end of your cruise will once again reveal to you the full 
beauty of the Antarctic: drifting icebergs, glaciated mountain summits –  
and with a bit of luck, you might spot a whale among the waves. 

Passage through the Neumayer-Kanal then serves up the grand finale 
with panoramic views of amazing glaciers. In the midst of icebergs as 
high as a house, it is easy to be amazed – and all the more difficult to 
take your leave. 

A SPECIALIST IN HISTORY AMONGST THE TEAM OF EXPERTS 

Among the many interests of Dr Arne Kertelhein, historian and 
author of various specialist books, are the dramatic expeditions of 
the great polar explorers. His extremely captivating lectures focus 
on the challenges and nature of the polar world of extremes.

From Ushuaia to Ushuaia 

10 Jan – 28 Jan 2016 18 days HAN1601

  Individual travel arrangements to Buenos Aires
Sun 10 Jan  Charter flight to Ushuaia
  Ushuaia/Argentina, departure 22.00 hrs
Mon 11 Jan  Relaxation at sea
Tue 12 – 13 Jan  Falkland Islands t
Thu 14 – 15 Jan  Relaxation at sea
Sat 16 – 18 Jan  South Georgia t
Tue 19 Jan  Relaxation at sea
Wed 20 – 25 Jan  South Orkney Islands t, Weddell Sea t, 
  South Shetland Islands t, Antarctic Peninsula t
Tue 26 – 27 Jan  Sailing through the Drake Passage
Thu 28 Jan  Ushuaia/Argentina, arrival 6.00 hrs 
  Charter flight to Buenos Aires 
  Individual travel arrangements from Buenos Aires

t = at anchor  For cruise prices, see the price insert on page 4 – 7.

A change in itinerary may become necessary on this expedition to Antarctica.  

The captain will decide on the best possible alternative depending on weather  

and ice conditions.
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BREATHTAKING: SOUTH SHETLAND ISLANDS AND ANTARCTIC 
PENINSULA From the very start, look forward to the caldera of 
Deception Island and the incomparable sight of Paradise Bay: glaciers 
tower hundreds of metres above and snow-covered mountains line 
the bay in which icebergs as high as houses float. The team of 
experts accompanying you will open up new fields of knowledge 
and will visit the Antarctic continent with you if the weather and ice 
conditions permit landing. The ice crunches and cracks around the 
ship’s reinforced bow, while it becomes ever more apparent just 
what strains the pioneers of polar exploration had to endure. Where 
weather and ice conditions dictate the course, the experienced crew 
will react flexibly and spontaneously to guarantee you unforgettable 
moments in the wonderland of the Antarctic. The experience will 
make your day as the HANSEATIC continues on her southerly course.

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF LEGENDARY EXPLORERS The further south 
your journey takes you, the more impressed you will be by the end-
less white world surrounding you on all sides. One particularly moving 
moment during your expedition will be sailing through the Neumayer-

Kanal, which serves up panoramic views of amazing glaciers. In the 
Penola Strait, you can expect spectacular landings with the Zodiacs  
and close encounters with animals such as Adelie and gentoo pen-
guins, fur seals and petrels. With a little luck, majestic whales will 
take centre stage. Further north, your journey takes you through the 
narrow Lemaire Channel, spectacular peaks on both sides make this 
waterway one of the world’s most beautiful shipping passages.

Brown Bluff will take your breath away as it rises up before you, with 
its more than 700 m/2.296 ft high brown tuff cliffs standing proud 
between two mighty glaciers. This panorama is accompanied by the 
cries of countless kelp gulls as well as cape and snow petrels. The 
Zodiacs will bring you ashore so that you can get acquainted with 
the Adelie penguins that live here in a large colony. A hike along the 
coast and explanations from the experts on the biology of the colony 
and the geology of the island promise to provide fascinating insights. 
You will learn about the work of modern polar researchers on the 
South Orkney Islands, where, weather permitting, you will visit the 
oldest permanently inhabited research station in the Antarctic, the 

Expedition Antarctica

White Paradise – Limitless Experiences
Discover a world in which great natural wonders, fascinating wildlife and pure expedition experiences 

make your day. Set sail for spectacular icy landscapes in the footsteps of researchers and adventurers. 

The numerous Zodiac rides will bring you particularly close to this white paradise and its residents, 

including penguins, seals, seabirds and whales.
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Argentinian Orcadas station (subject to authorisation). And with a little 
luck, you will see majestic icebergs off Signy Island.

SOUTH GEORGIA – THE REALM OF THE KING PENGUINS Flexible, 
spontaneous and impressive: the Zodiacs are used several times a 
day to enable expeditionary experiences and wildlife sightings that 
take your breath away. Take standing in front of a gigantic colony of 
king penguins, for example. Hundreds of thousands of these animals 
populate the slopes and coasts of the island. During spectacular 
landings over three intensive days, including in Salisbury Plain and 
Gold Harbour, you will encounter fur seals and sedate elephant 
seals on the beaches along the craggy coastline, while black-browed 
albatrosses and giant petrels make their nests in among the rocks. 
Renowned experts including biologists, geologists and glaciologists 
will accompany you and add new dimensions to your unique natural 
experiences by revealing surprising details. Or they will bring to life 
the pioneering days of Antarctic research: in the former Grytviken 
whaling station, you will visit the grave of Sir Ernest Shackleton and 
remember the heroic efforts with which this man once rescued his 
team. 

A LITTLE BIT OF ENGLAND ON THE FALKLAND ISLANDS Victorian 
houses in the middle of the South Pacific – visit British territory on 
a trip to Stanley. Take a natural history tour along the coast with 
the experts or visit the world’s southernmost Anglican church. A 
picturesque final act that emphasises the diverse experiences of 
this unique expedition. You will look back on these wonderlands with 
pleasure. 

A BIOLOGY SPECIALIST IN THE TEAM OF EXPERTS 

For over 20 years, Sylvia Stevens, an animal photographer 
and conservationist, has been accompanying expeditions to the 
Antarctic. She will enthuse you with facts about how animals 
live in these remote regions as she recounts her experiences in 
presentations and as part of excursions.

From Ushuaia to Buenos Aires

15 Feb – 6 Mar 2016 20 days HAN1603

  Individual travel arrangements to Buenos Aires 
Mon  15 Feb  Charter flight to Ushuaia
  Ushuaia/Argentina, departure 19.00 hrs
Tue  16 – 17 Feb  Sailing through the Drake Passage
Thu  18 – 23 Feb  South Shetland Islands t, Antarctic Peninsula t,  
  South Orkney Islands t
Wed  24 Feb  Relaxation at sea
Thu  25 – 27 Feb  South Georgia t
Sun  28 – 29 Feb  Relaxation at sea
Tue  1 Mar  Stanley/Falkland Islands t
Wed  2 – 4 Mar  Relaxation at sea
Sat  5 Mar  Buenos Aires/Argentina, arrival 18.00 hrs
  Overnight stay on board 
Sun  6 Mar Individual travel arrangements from Buenos Aires

t = at anchor For cruise prices, see the price insert on page 4 – 7.

A change in itinerary may become necessary on this expedition to Antarctica.  

The captain will decide on the best possible alternative depending on weather  

and ice conditions.
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Chilean Fjords



*These arrangements are not included in the cruise price. The shore activities listed here are in the planning stage and are subject to changes.

A land of contrasts, Chile invites you to hike, explore and marvel: imposing glaciers, tranquil fjords and 

lakes, bizarre volcanoes – and crowned with a diverse world of wildlife and plants. Enjoy an exciting 

expedition with a route infused with outstanding experiences.

Expedition Chilean Fjords

Majestic Nature at the Ends of the Earth

MAGICAL TIERRA DEL FUEGO Chile’s labyrinthine landscape of is-
lands and fjords is one of the world’s undisputed dream destinations. 
On board the small, manoeuvrable HANSEATIC, you will delve deep 
into an unspoilt region. Your enthusiasm will inflame upon sighting 
Tierra del Fuego’s glaciers, mountains, lakes and its wide variety of 
animal species. It begins with the unforgettable Beagle Channel. The 
Garibaldi Glacier rises impressively before you – its blue, shimmering 
tongue of ice promising an amazing panorama. Sightings of seabirds 
and seals near the mighty cliff edge will also win your explorer’s 
heart. Look forward to intensive experiences with the Zodiacs. A 
variety of trips and landings will enhance your expedition (depending 
on local authorisation). The HANSEATIC travels through the famous 
Strait of Magellan in the spirit of the first person to circumnavigate 
the globe. Departing from Punta Arenas, the “city at the edge of the 
world”, you will hike through Magellan National Park* to discover  
its unique flora with lenga and coigue trees. Gain an insight into  
Patagonian history and culture on a scenic journey to Fuerte Bulnes 
and a visit to an estancia (or “ranch”)*. Unforgettable moments will 
also be provided by the Magellanic penguins on Isla Magdalena – 
home to vast numbers of these curious little fellows in “tailcoats”. 
Take a front-row seat on the deck of the HANSEATIC and enjoy 
enthralling views as your cruise continues – for example, in the Smyth 
and Union Channel – before reaching Puerto Natales, the region’s 
capital and starting point for exploring Torres del Paine National 

Park*, which alternates between aquamarine mountain lakes, rushing 
rivers and expansive forests. The three, steep, needle-like granite 
mountains tower around 3,000 m/9,842 ft overhead. And the majestic 
Andean condor, which often soars through the air, will cause a real 
sensation. Meet guanacos, flamingos and Magellan geese. Go off the 
beaten path to find “heaven on earth” on a horseback ride through 
the pampas of Patagonia*. 

The excitement will grow as the HANSEATIC sets sail for the surroun-
ding fjord landscape. One highlight is the extraordinary perspective on 
the immense Pio XI Glacier. It is simply breathtaking how the endless 
ice falls into the sea from the nearly 40 m/131 ft high cliff edge. Also 
overpowering is Chiloe island, where you can embark on a botanical 
hike* through the 43,000 ha national park. In the city of Castro, you 
will be enchanted by the typical wooden churches that have been 
declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site, as have the houses on stilts 
that form the main part of an island tour*. Puerto Montt, in the sou-
thern part of the Andes chain, is another friendly town. The impressive 
natural surroundings in which the people live can be seen on a trip to 
Chile’s Lake District*. See things from the perspective of the Andean 
condor on an aerial tour above volcanoes and lakes*, making the 
thunderous Petrohue Waterfalls, the “emerald lake” and the mighty 
volcanic panoramas even more spectacular. The HANSEATIC fol-
lows the Pacific coast further north to reach Niebla. Diving petrels, 
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From Ushuaia to Callao

28 Feb – 17 Mar 2015 17 days HAN1504

  Individual travel arrangements to Buenos Aires
Sat 28 Feb Charter flight to Ushuaia
  Ushuaia/Argentina, departure 19.00 hrs
Sun 1 – 6 Mar Chile’s fjords (sailing through the Beagle Channel,  
  passing the Garibaldi Glacier, sailing through the  
  Strait of Magellan, Punta Arenas, Isla Magdalena t  
  [subject to permission], Puerto Natales, cruising the  
  Chilean fjords and passing the Pio XI Glacier)
Sat 7 Mar Chiloe t
Sun 8 Mar Puerto Montt t
Mon 9 Mar Niebla
Tue 10 Mar Relaxation at sea
Wed 11 Mar Valparaiso, from 5.00 to 18.00 hrs
Thu 12 Mar Isla Damas t, cruising off Isla Chanaral
Fri 13 Mar Puerto Caldera t
Sat 14 – 15 Mar Relaxation at sea
Mon 16 Mar Paracas (Pisco)/Peru t
Tue 17 Mar Callao (Lima)/Peru, arrival 7.00 hrs
  Individual travel arrangements from Callao (Lima)

t = at anchor For cruise prices, see the price insert on page 4 – 7.

albatrosses, skuas and many other birds reside here. A hike in Oncol 
National Park* will show you the wonderful variety of trees and offer 
extraordinary views of the Pacific and the Andes.

FROM URBAN JUNGLE TO PRISTINE PACIFIC WORLDS  
Valparaiso, Chile’s cultural capital, is regarded as a “mini San  
Francisco” and spans a number of hills. Soak up the atmosphere  
or visit the vibrant metropolis of Santiago de Chile*, with its melting 
pot of cultures and architectural heritage from colonial times. Your 
landing with the Zodiacs on the small Isla Damas – home to Humboldt 
penguins, cormorants and turkey vultures – will be devoted entirely 
to watching wildlife (subject to permission), as will the Zodiac ride  
to Isla Chanaral, known for its seal colonies, pelicans and sea lions.  
The small town of Puerto Caldera will give you an insight into the daily 
lives of the people who make their living from mining and fishing. Relax 
on Bahia Inglesa beach before heading for the Paracas Peninsula off 
the Peruvian coast, one of South America’s largest marine sanctuaries. 
Solve the riddle of the more than 2,000-year-old artefacts in a flight 
over the mysterious Nazca lines*. How did the monumental animal 
images and geometric figures end up in the desert? The wildlife  
paradise of Islas Ballestas* is just as impressive: seals, sea lions  
and Inca terns bid you a diverse farewell. 

AN ETHNOLOGY SPECIALIST IN THE TEAM OF EXPERTS

Even during his studies, ethnologist Dietmar Neitzke lived in Mexico 
and honed his knowledge of native cultures. His interests include for-
eign world views and mindsets, shamanism, ethnomedicine, cultural 
ecology and development problems. This museum educator will paint 
you a vivid portrait of the Chilean cultures.





Arctic (Iceland, Greenland, Canada)



*These arrangements are not included in the cruise price. The shore activities listed here are in the planning stage and are subject to changes.

Are you ready for a breathtaking expedition with the HANSEATIC this side of the Arctic Circle and beyond? 

The Zodiacs are truly in their element on the fissured shores of Iceland and between Greenland’s wild 

fjords and mountainous coastline. Each day brings new thrills with spectacular natural experiences in  

a world of elemental grandeur.

ICELAND’S HOT AND COLD WORLD OF CONTRASTS In Iceland,  
the elemental power of creation is more tangible than almost any-
where else on earth. This becomes immediately apparent on a foray 
through the fishing village of Grundarfjoerdur thanks to the unique 
landscape composed of deep-blue fjords and soaring glaciated 
mountains. If you are feeling fit, you can opt for the hike on Kirkjufell 
Mountain*, which has ice-age glaciers to thank for its spectacular 
tapered shape. Archaic powers also play a part in Snaefellsjoekull 
volcano, which soars above all others and whose glacier-covered 
cap was immortalised by Jules Verne in his novel A Journey to the 
Center of the Earth. The gigantic volcano and the beautifully dramatic 
landscape that surrounds it reveal their secrets on the panoramic 
trip to the westerly Snæfellsnes peninsula*. Lined by steep moun-
tain slopes, the picturesque town of Isafjoerdur has a port whose 
numerous, solidly built fishing boats indicate a great fishing tradition. 
Take a boat trip to the former Hesteyri whaling station* and gain 
some real insight into the isolated existence of the inhabitants in 
times gone by. Or cruise the fjord in a kayak* to feel the magic of 
Onundarfjoerdur. At the end of Eyjafjoerdur lies the district capital of 
Akureyri. The typical Icelandic way of life is best enjoyed at the foot 
of the frequently snow-covered Logmannshlid. Godafoss waterfall and 
Lake Myvatn* soothe any longings for idyllic natural phenomena – the 
latter an eldorado for ornithologists as the stomping ground of many 
species of duck. Large shoals of herring once helped Siglufoerdur 

to grow. After landing, you will set out in search of the former “world 
capital of herring fishing”. Throw all preconceptions about “Arctic 
cold” overboard when you reach Grimsey: although the island is 
intersected by the Arctic Circle, the climate here is astonishingly mild. 
A lush green landscape with cliffs that drop straight down to the sea, 
diverse plant species and large colonies of birds will encourage you to 
join a guided walk. 

FASCINATION OF THE WORLD’S LARGEST ISLAND Majestic 
glaciers, deep fjords, bays, inlets and lonely hills – when Greenland 
appears on the horizon, superlatives are guaranteed. The Zodiacs 
are in their element here, too, enabling you to experience nature and 
encounter ancient cultures. Subject to weather conditions, the wonder  
of Greenland begins on the eastern coast as you cruise through the 
ice. Mountains up to 1,000 m/3,290 ft high frame the tundra with 
magnificent glaciers and waterfalls – an unforgettable experience. As 
you pass through Prins Christian Sund, the natural beauty of the Arctic 
will unfold its breathtaking fascination in bountiful splendour. Further  
to the west, ice floes populate the narrow passages, spectacular  
mountain panoramas rise up on the shores, and some of the glaciers  
extend all the way to the sea. In the abandoned settlement of Alluitsoq,  
the historic buildings and the small cemetery still bear the signs of the 
Herrnhuter missionaries. They used lively musical religious services to 
draw people from the surrounding settlements into the town. 

Expedition Iceland up-close and Greenland

Fire and Ice at the Arctic Circle
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*These arrangements are not included in the cruise price. The shore activities listed here are in the planning stage and are subject to changes.

Today, you can get that proverbial “heavenly” feeling by bathing in 
the geothermal springs at Unartoq. The latest research suggests that 
the Vikings were positively addicted to bathing. They founded the 
settlement of Hvalsey: exploring the mysterious church ruins, you 
almost expect to run into one of the gruff Norsemen. To get a taste 
for modern life, take a Zodiac ride to colourful Qaqortoq, where the 
Stone and Man project presents contemporary Greenlandic art. Old 
and new merge in typically Greenlandic fashion in the capital, Nuuk, 
whose hills are covered with colourful houses. Fascinating information 
about the island’s settlement history can be found in the Greenland 
National Museum, whose greatest treasures are mummies more 
than 500 years old. A no less surprising discovery for 18th century 
Dutch whalers were the alpine peaks of Maniitsoq, which is why they 
named them Sukkertoppen – or “sugar loaves”. For sweeping views 
of the breathtaking landscape and fjords, try the 193 m/633 ft high 
Hausberg. 

Take your front-row seats for the next spectacular nature experience: 
from the deck of the HANSEATIC, cruise the Sermilinguaqfjord to 
watch nesting puffins, razorbills and black guillemots in the rocks and 
marvel at the enormous ice walls at the end of the fjord. Don your 
walking shows again in Qeqertarsuaq, which offers fantastic oppor-
tunities to explore the legendary Windy Valley. Lively Ilulissat is the 
starting point for hikes to the world-famous Icefjord, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site completely covered in ice. As you then cruise the ice-
covered Disko Bay, nature puts on an impressive show, with gigantic 
ice masses towering before your eyes. Watching from the Zodiacs, it 
seems almost unreal as the drifting icebergs perform their magical 
“water ballet”, shimmering in the sunlight. 

From Reykjavik to Kangerlussuaq

30 Jun – 15 Jul 2015 15 days HAN1513

  Individual travel arrangements to Reykjavik
Tue 30 Jun Reykjavik/Iceland, departure 19.00 hrs
Wed  1 Jul Grundarfjoerdur, from 8.00 to 19.00 hrs
Thu  2 Jul  Isafjoerdur, from 8.00 to 19.00 hrs
Fri  3 Jul  Akureyri, from 8.00 to 19.00 hrs
Sat  4 Jul  Siglufoerdur t, Grimsey t
Sun  5 Jul  Relaxation at sea
Mon 6 Jul  Cruise along the eastern coast of Greenland
Tue  7 Jul  Passage through Prins Christian Sund 
  (depending on ice)
Wed  8 – 14 Jul  Western coast of Greenland (Alluitsoq t, Unartoq t,
  Hvalsey t, Qaqortoq t, Nuuk t, Maniitsoq t,
  Cruising through Sermilinguaqfjord, Qeqertarsuaq t,
  Ilulissat t, Disko Bay t, Sisimiut t)
Wed  15 Jul  Kangerlussuaq, arrival 6.00 hrs t
  Individual travel arrangements from Kangerlussuaq

t = at anchor   For prices, see the price insert on page 4 – 7.

A change in itinerary may become necessary on this expedition to the Arctic. The 

captain will decide on the best possible alternative depending on weather and ice 

conditions.

And these impressions continue in Sisimiut. As you independently 
explore the museum town with its gate made of whale jaw bones or 
accompany the experts on a natural history walk to Tele Island with 
relics of the whaling era, one thing becomes clear: you will never 
forget the many facets of both sides of the Arctic Circle. 

A MARINE BIOLOGY SPECIALIST IN THE TEAM OF EXPERTS

He knows how to make life in the polar seas exciting for you: 
marine biologist and research diver Dr Stephan Kremb worked at 
the Max Planck Institute and was involved in building up the SEA 
LIFE Munich aquarium. He is currently working with bioactive com-
pounds from marine organisms at the Red Sea Research Centre in 
Saudi Arabia.
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Leave the beaten track and follow in the footsteps of legendary explorers to uncover the secrets of a 

spectacular icy world. An expedition that will take you to the far north of the Arctic. The ice crunches 

around the reinforced bow of the HANSEATIC as it clears a path from Greenland’s breathtaking natural 

treasures to the Canadian Arctic in the blue light of the North Pole summer. Each day, the numerous 

Zodiac rides will deepen your experience in the realm of polar bears, walruses and whales.

Expedition to Greenland and the Canadian Arctic

The Fascinating Realm of the Ice Giants

GREENLAND AND CANADA: NATURAL WONDERS IN THE ICE  
The world’s largest island, Greenland, begins your expedition with 
enchanting spectacular panoramas. With its colourful houses, tranquil 
Qeqertarsuaq sits at the foot of snow-covered mountains while 
icebergs drift in the bay. If you wish, you can hike to the Windy Valley 
with its green tundra and thunderous waterfall. You can also expect 
fascinating moments when you walk with the experts to the hot 
springs and curiously formed basalt pillars of Kuannit. Nature’s crea-
tivity is also in evidence in Uummannaq, probably one of Greenland’s 
most beautiful settlements: the heart-shaped mountain above the 
town glows red in the sunlight. It’s no wonder that Father Christmas 
has a summer house here to which you can walk in the company of 
the experts. When the HANSEATIC sets sail for the Canadian Arctic 
and winds its way through worlds of pack ice, whales and seals can 
appear at any time to put on a special natural show. In a very diffe-
rent type of spectacle, local people will stage a folklore performance 
in the Pond Inlet community house. Traditional dances provide an 
insight into the ways of the people. Explore this idyllic spot surrounded 

by water and icebergs however you wish. A Zodiac landing on  
Beechey Island will reveal traces of great explorers as you walk to  
the three graves of the missing Franklin expedition. Polar bears  
have been spotted many times in the wilderness of Dundas Harbor 
(Nunavut). The Zodiacs will take you to the shores of the fjord sur-
rounded by steep, towering rocks, where Arctic hares are a frequent 
sight and an abandoned Arctic station of the Royal Mounted Police 
will get explorers’ hearts racing. The cruise through Jones Sound  
is no less exciting: the clear polar air is filled with the cries of thick-
billed murres, kittiwakes and glaucous gulls – and the crunching and 
cracking on the ship’s reinforced bow. If you happen to see walruses, 
too, then the experience will be perfect.

ENTHRALLING NORTHERN GREENLAND In the north of Greenland, 
the HANSEATIC reaches legendary areas seldom visited by ships. 
During the Cold War, the town of Thule was forced to yield to the 
construction of the US airbase and was re-established as Qaanaaq in 
its current location. “History” is also made on the voyage of discovery 

58



Kangerlussuaq

Disko Bay

Qeqertarsuaq

Uummannaq

Pond Inlet

Dundas Harbor

Qaanaaq

Cape York

Siorapaluk

Beechey Island

Jones Sound

Smith Sound Nares Strait

NUNAVUT
GREENLAND

BAFFIN SEA

Sisimiut

Ilulissat

CANADA

From Kangerlussuaq to Kangerlussuaq

12 Aug – 27 Aug 2015 15 days HAN1516

  Individual travel arrangements to Kangerlussuaq
Wed 12 Aug  Kangerlussuaq/Greenland, departure 14.00 hrs t
Thu 13 – 14 Aug  Western coast of Greenland (Qeqertarsuaq t, 
  Uummannaq t)
Sat 15 Aug Relaxation at sea
Sun 16 – 19 Aug  Nunavut/Canada (Pond Inlet t, Beechey Island t, 

Dundas Harbor t, cruising in Jones Sound)
Thu 20 – 23 Aug  Northern coast of Greenland (Qaanaaq t, 
  Siorapaluk t, cruising in Smith Sound and 
  Nares Strait, Cape York t)
Mon 24 Aug Relaxation at sea
Tue 25 – 26 Aug  West coast of Greenland (Ilulissat t, Disko Bay t, 

Sisimiut t)
Thu 27 Aug  Kangerlussuaq/Greenland, arrival 6.00 hrs t 

Individual travel arrangements from Kangerlussuaq

t = at anchor   For prices, see the price insert on page 4 – 7.

A change in itinerary may become necessary on this expedition to the Arctic. The 

captain will decide on the best possible alternative depending on weather and ice 

conditions.

to the North Pole started by Robert Peary in this region in 1909. Then 
as now, huskies – like those you will meet in the traditional village of 
Siorapaluk – are essential for transport. The most northerly settle-
ment in Greenland, whose inhabitants rely on fishing and hunting 
to survive, also has Greenland’s most northerly post office with a 
coveted postmark. Leaving behind this last post of human civilisation, 
the HANSEATIC heads further into the mystical tranquillity of the scar-
cely navigated Smith Sound and Nares Strait for two unforgettable 
expedition days. 

How far north will the HANSEATIC get? The answer to this question, a 
true indication of a pioneer’s itinerary, will be determined by the wea-
ther and ice conditions. But one thing is certain: each day will bring 
new adventures and fascinating experiences. As will the Zodiac ride 
by Cape York – tall icebergs fascinate with indescribable panoramas 
that continue in Ilulissat. Walk with the experts to the Ilulissat Icefjord, 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site, which will offer you breathtaking views 
of the bizarre fairy-tale landscape with enormous icebergs. Another 
great wonder still awaits in the form of the world-famous Disko Bay. 
Imposing ice masses break off from the flanks of the Sermeq Kujalleq 
glacier into the sea, drift along the Icefjord and “gather” in the bay to 
form a great natural spectacle – and the Zodiacs will place you right 
in the middle of it all. Sisimiut takes you from nature to culture with a 
modern district and handicrafts centre, while the guided walk to Tele 
Island will once again delight with the typical charm of Greenlandic 
landscapes. These many Arctic wonders will continue to move you 
long after you return home.
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Follow the lure of the Arctic. The HANSEATIC combines western and eastern Greenland into one intensive 

experience. Breathtaking natural backdrops, polar wildlife and fascinating Inuit culture are just waiting to 

be discovered on a route where Zodiacs are used almost daily.

Expedition to West and East Greenland

Welcome to the World of the Inuit

WESTERN COAST OF GREENLAND – NATURALLY BEAUTIFUL  
Your expedition begins in idyllic Qeqertarsuaq on the far western side 
of the world’s largest island. The colourful houses look like toys, and 
like a fairy tale, the landscape seems to be surrounded by majestic 
glaciers, imposing mountain slopes and fertile valleys. Hike with the  
experts through Arctic tundra to the Blaesedalen waterfall in Windy 
Valley or past hot springs to the bizarre basalt coast at Kuannit. You 
can also walk from the town of Ilulissat to the world-famous Icefjord. 
Completely covered in ice, this UNESCO World Heritage Site offers a 
breathtaking panorama in the iridescent play of the sunlight. The perfect 
precursor to an unforgettable visit to Disko Bay: ride in the Zodiacs 
between the drifting icebergs and watch these enormous ice formations 
that are released into the bay from the regularly calved Sermeq Kujalleq 
glacier. Impressions that will stay with you all the way to Sisimiut, 
when the country’s second largest town exudes its very special charm. 
Soak up the atmosphere of the lovely old town and the fish market. 
An insider’s tip is the handicrafts centre, where traditional jewellery is 
made from antlers and horns. Passionate walkers can accompany our 
experts across rocks and meadows to Tele Island and the picturesque 
bay, where slain whales were brought on shore in the 17th century for 
processing. In the Greenland National Museum in the capital, Nuuk, 
mummies more than 500 years old will take you even further back into 
the past, providing insights into a little-documented era in Greenland’s 
history. The small settlement of Qassiarsuk will take you back around 

1,000 years and bring the history of the Vikings to life. In the small 
shepherd’s village, a memorial stone commemorates the colonisation by 
the Norsemen in 985 CE. The reconstructed long house of Erik the Red 
and the Norman ruins bear fascinating witness to times gone by.

GREENLAND’S IMPASSABLE EAST The HANSEATIC tirelessly forges 
its path through the beautiful Prins Christian Sund at the southern tip 
of Greenland. The ice cracking against the ship’s reinforced bow plays 
a melody for a series of unique images on your port and starboard 
sides: high peaks, narrow fjords and mighty glaciers that reach to  
the sea – and with a little luck, bearded seals resting on ice floes.  
Skjoldungen Sound will also bring you close to the wonders of creation. 
Again, the Zodiacs will take to the water with a good chance of seeing 
some whales. The landing on Ammassalik will show you how people 
survive under extreme climatic conditions. The ancient Inuit culture  
remains particularly untouched on the long-forgotten and isolated  
eastern coast of Greenland. Their way of life will win you over through 
song and dance as well as husky and kayak displays. The inhabitants 
of Ittoqqortoormiit, a small settlement in a high Arctic paradise of 
snow and ice, live in complete isolation. This is also home to whales 
and musk oxen, the area’s heraldic animal, which you might be lucky 
enough to see. Cruising Scoresbysund, the world’s largest fjord system, 
the HANSEATIC promises unforgettable panoramas with mountains more 
than 2,000 m/ 6,561 ft high and calving glaciers – a true premiere.

*These arrangements are not included in the cruise price. The shore activities listed here are in the planning stage and are subject to changes.60



Kangerlussuaq

Disko Bay

Qeqertarsuaq

GREENLAND

ICELAND

Sisimiut
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Nuuk
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Ittoqqortoormiit

Seydisfjoerdur

Kirkwall

Hamburg

Qassiarsuk

Prins Christian Sund

Skjoldungen Sound

Scoresbysund

From Kangerlussuaq to Hamburg

13 Sep – 30 Sep 2015 17 days HAN1518

  Individual travel arrangements to Kangerlussuaq
Sun 13 Sep Kangerlussuaq/Greenland, departure 14.00 hrs t
Mon  14 – 18 Sep  Western coast of Greenland (Qeqertarsuaq t, 
  Ilulissat t, Disko Bay t, Sisimiut t, Nuuk t, 
  Qassiarsuk t)
Sat  19 Sep  Passage through Prins Christian Sund
Sun  20 – 24 Sep  Eastern coast of Greenland (Skjoldungen Sound t,  
  Ammassalik t, Ittoqqortoormiit t, cruising in 
  Scoresbysund)
Fri  25 Sep  Relaxation at sea
Sat  26 Sep  Seydisfjoerdur/Iceland
Sun  27 Sep  Relaxation at sea
Mon  28 Sep  Kirkwall/Orkney Islands/Great Britain
Tue  29 Sep  Relaxation at sea
Wed  30 Sep  Hamburg/Germany, arrival 8.00 hrs
  Individual travel arrangements from Hamburg

t = at anchor   For prices, see the price insert on page 4 – 7.

A change in itinerary may become necessary on this expedition to the Arctic. The 

captain will decide on the best possible alternative depending on weather and ice 

conditions.

THE TREASURES OF NORTH ATLANTIC ISLANDS It only takes a brief 
visit to Iceland to be inspired by its imposing nature and the Icelandic 
culture. One charming example is the small town of Seydisfjoerdur. 
Its picturesque, well-maintained wooden houses from the heyday of 
herring fishing in the 20th century lie at the end of a majestic fjord, 
surrounded by huge massifs. Take an individual shore excursion to visit 
the famous blue church, the Skaftfell Cultural Centre or the Technical 
Museum. Even from the sea, the Scottish Orkney Islands give an idea 
of their fascinating secrets – a mystical aura surrounds the rough and 
imposing steep cliffs. What was the purpose of the formidable Ring of 
Brodgar – a huge stone circle erected in around 2700 BCE near what 
is now the main town, Kirkwall? What was life like in the Neolithic  
settlement of Skara Brae? An excursion to discover the historical 
treasures of the Orkneys* will allow you to explore these UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites. Your journey to Hamburg will give you plenty of 
time to decide which waters provided your best experiences. The island 
world of the Atlantic Ocean, the Norwegian Sea or the North Sea – the 
HANSEATIC offers something that will appeal to everyone.

AN ETHNOLOGY SPECIALIST IN THE TEAM OF EXPERTS 

Dietmar Neitzke studied ethnology, religion, geography and 
empirical cultural science. He is passionate about understanding 
foreign world views and mindsets. This museum educator from 
the Linden-Museum Stuttgart will paint a living portrait of polar 
cultures for you.





Brazil, Amazon, Orinoco and Central America



Expedition Amazon

On the River of Life
For generations, the Amazon has fuelled the imaginations of researchers and explorers. Great scientists 

made for its shores to explore a fantastic and hard-to-reach natural paradise. Follow in their footsteps, 

board the Zodiacs and navigate narrow, winding waterways to discover the power and magic of a gigantic 

river that sets the rhythm of South America.

WONDERFUL ENCOUNTERS IN FASCINATING NATURE Your ad-
venture begins in Iquitos, Peru, in the middle of the evergreen jungle 
more than 4,000 km from the mouth of the Amazon. Unforgettable 
impressions await in the overwhelming natural surroundings of the 
world’s largest rainforest. Perfect expeditionary territory for a small 
ship like the HANSEATIC and its Zodiacs. The weather conditions and 
currents will determine the itinerary of eventful days in which the 
robust inflatable boats will be in continuous use, taking you to the 
settlement of Libertad, for example. This is the home of the Yagua, 
former nomads who once hunted with poisoned arrows and blowpipes 
and have now settled on the river. The friendly inhabitants offer 
handicrafts and traditional masks. Leticia is an important trade centre 
in the border triangle of Colombia, Peru and Brazil. At the markets 
on the riverbank, you cannot fail to be impressed by the variety of 
tropical fruits and vegetables before the HANSEATIC continues further 
downstream into a true treasure trove of life. Explore the green heart 
of South America on spectacular Zodiac rides and landings and travel 
ever further into the jungle on side branches and tributaries such as 
the Rio Jutai. While the Zodiacs drift past bromeliads with stunning 
bright-red flowers, the call of Amazon parrots can be heard above the 
water. Perhaps you might see a group of blue-and-yellow macaws 
perched high up in the treetops. Cuxiu Muni is not the only place 
where, with a little luck, you might catch sight of the famous botos, 

the Amazon’s pink river dolphins. Fascinating wildlife is all around 
you just waiting to be discovered. Here you will see large-billed terns 
fishing in the water and saffron finches picking seeds out of the 
floating water grass. And native plants such as the red passion flower 
explode in fireworks of colour. You will also experience an unforgettable 
natural spectacle at the Meeting of the Waters, where the “black”  
Rio Negro joins the clay-yellow Rio Solimoes; the two rivers do not 
mix immediately, but flow alongside each other for several kilometres. 
Water level permitting, the HANSEATIC will intensively explore the 
untouched scenery along the shore of the Rio Negro. In this nature 
conservation area, you will visit small hidden settlements and relax in 
the river’s wonderful bays.

CULTURAL TREASURES AND NATURAL RICHES A bustling city 
in the middle of the rainforest, Manaus has a fascinatingly eventful 
history and lively present. On an excursion exploring the city’s history 
and opera house*, you will get to know the former Portuguese fort 
and missionary base. Enjoy spectacular views of Brazil’s seventh 
largest city and the Meeting of the Waters on an aerial tour above 
Manaus* before being swept away by the rhythm and joie de vivre 
of South America in Parintins. With magnificent costumes and their 
intoxicating music, the dancers relate the ancient legend of the  
resurrection of a bull, their exuberance keeping pace with their  

*These arrangements are not included in the cruise price. The shore activities listed here are in the planning stage and are subject to changes.64



Iquitos

Leticia

Libertad

Rio Jutai
Manaus

Parintins Alter do Chao

Guajara

Breves Channels

Belem

Cuxiu Muni

R i o  N e g r o

From Iquitos to Belem

10 Apr – 26 Apr 2016 16 days HAN1606

  Individual travel arrangements to Lima
Sun  10 Apr  Charter flight to Iquitos
  Iquitos/Peru, departure 18.00 hrs t
Mon  11 – 19 Apr  Downstream on the Upper Amazon with Zodiac 
  landings (including Libertad, Leticia, Rio Jutai, 
  Cuxiu Muni, Rio Negro)
Wed  20 Apr  Manaus/Brazil
Thu  21 – 24 Apr  Downstream on the Lower Amazon with Zodiac  
  landings (including Parintins, Alter do Chao, 
  Guajara)
Mon  25 Apr  Day trip through the Breves Channels
Tue  26 Apr  Belem/Brazil, arrival 5.00 hrs (subject to the tides) 
  Individual travel arrangements from Belem

t = at anchor   For prices, see the price insert on page 4 – 7.

A change in itinerary may become necessary on this expedition to the Amazon. 

The captain will decide on the best possible alternative depending on local 

conditions.

A BIOLOGY SPECIALIST IN THE TEAM OF EXPERTS 

The biologist Claudia Roedel will fascinate you with her extensive 
experience of the Amazon region. As an experienced expedition 
guide, she specialised in tropical ecology, completed jungle  
survival training and now focuses on the native tribes of the 
Amazon.

extravagance. Immerse yourself in the natural riches of the Amazon 
once again as the HANSEATIC sets sail for the mouth of the mythical 
river. Butterflies the size of plates dance through the air, tiny humming-
birds silently flap their wings over the water and the many-voiced 
chorus of birds and howler monkeys sounds from the dense green of 
the jungle. Swim and bathe as though in the Caribbean on the fine 
white sand of Alter do Chao. Enjoy a few hours of doing absolutely 
nothing, and look forward to spotting various species of bird and 
mighty water buffalo in Guajara. The HANSEATIC will be able to show 
its advantages to the full when passing through the narrow Breves 
Channels in the Amazon Delta: travel through the dense green of the 
jungle on winding waterways – a great end to a superb expedition.
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IN HUMBOLDT’S FOOTSTEPS The start of the cruise could hardly be 
more thrilling: the HANSEATIC takes two days for your nature adventure 
on the narrow Breves Channels and the Amazon Delta. The ship will 
also set sail for Ilha de Marajo for the first time. The world’s largest river 
island in the Amazon Delta promises expedition in the purest sense.  
Will we be able to make a landing? Depending on local conditions, the 
Zodiacs will wind their way through the channels. As you get particularly 
close to the flora and fauna, the experts will explain to you the many 
wonders of the Amazon. French Guiana will show you the thrilling side of 
life surrounded by tropical vegetation. Be swept away by the fascinating 
Ile Royale and enjoy the freedom to explore the one-time penal colony 
at your own pace. The HANSEATIC also takes plenty of time to explore 
the unique ecosystem of the Orinoco. Take repeated trips in the Zodiacs 
and follow in the footsteps of famous explorers such as Christopher 
Columbus and Alexander von Humboldt. Thanks to the experts, you will 
know where to cast your eye to see toucans, parrots, flamingos and 
hummingbirds, hear the cry of howler monkeys and – with a little luck – 
maybe even catch a glimpse of the rare Orinoco crocodile. Concealed 
villages also give you the opportunity to immerse yourself in the remote 
lives of their inhabitants. Look forward to flexible days full of expeditionary 
experiences.

NATURAL WONDERS IN ABUNDANCE Experience a true nature  
adventure on Isla Margarita*, travelling by jeep and boat through Laguna 
de La Restinga Natural Park to the desert-like Macanao Peninsula. 
Another particular highlight is a flight to Canaima National Park and 
the famous Angel Falls* – above and beyond the green carpet of the  
jungle and the Orinoco. In addition to high table mountains and tropical 
rainforest, you will be intoxicated by Salto Angel, the world’s highest 

An adventure through the riches of tropical worlds: 

from Brazil to Costa Rica via French Guiana, 

Venezuela and Panama – all combined into one 

cruise. Through the labyrinth of the Orinoco with 

the Zodiacs. Along rainforest trails to exotic wildlife. 

Encounters with the natives. Discover wonderful 

islands. A natural kaleidoscope awaits you. 

 Expedition Orinoco, South and Central America

Shades of Green –  
the Diversity of  
South America
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La Vela de Coro

Islas Los Roques

Isla Margarita
ColonPuerto Limon

Belem

Ile Royale
Orinoco

Equator
Amazon

Breves Channels

Ilha de Marajo

From Belem to Puerto Limon

26 Apr – 13 May 2016 17 days HAN1607

Individual travel arrangements to Belem
Tue 26 Apr  Belem/Brazil, departure 18.00 hrs t 

(subject to the tides)
Wed  27 – 28 Apr  Expedition to the Breves Channels and Amazon Delta
Fri  29 – 30 Apr  Relaxation at sea
Sun  1 May  Ile Royale/French Guiana t
Mon  2 May  Relaxation at sea
Tue  3 – 5 May Expedition to the Orinoco/Venezuela with Zodiac 

rides and landings depending on the conditions
Fri  6 May Relaxation at sea
Sat  7 May Isla Margarita t, from 8.00 to 20.00 hrs
Sun  8 May Islas Los Roques t
Mon  9 May La Vela de Coro t
Tue  10 – 11 May  Relaxation at sea
Thu  12 May Colon/Panama, from 7.00 to 17.00 hrs
Fri  13 May Puerto Limon/Costa Rica, arrival 8.00 hrs

Individual travel arrangements from Puerto Limon

t = at anchor For prices, see the price insert on page 4 – 7.

A change in itinerary may become necessary on this expedition to South  

America. The captain will decide on the best possible alternative depending 

on local conditions.

free-falling waterfall. The element of water also shapes Islas Los 
Roques, a national park made up of little islands and coral reefs in a 
turquoise sea. This is home to around 90 species of seabird, some of 
which are certain to make an appearance during an individual shore 
excursion. In La Vela de Coro, the many colours of the tropical under-
water world seem to have been transferred to historic Coro* with its 
vibrant facades. Regional tradition and colonial architecture seem to  
merge in the townscape during a tour of this UNESCO World Heritage 
Site. Fossilised bones of gigantic mammoths and giant armadillos and 
mystical sand worlds make for a true experience at the excavation sites  
of Taima-taima and the isthmus of Paraguana*. Alternatively, you can 
track the old Spanish trading route through the fantastic Juan Crisostomo 
Falcon National Park* with its rainforest, limestone caves and water-
falls. In Panama, the magic of a famed masterpiece pervades. The city 
of Colon on the Atlantic side has the construction of the Panama Canal 
to thank for its size; today, it is the world’s second largest free-trade 
zone. A cable car ride above the rainforest* of Gamboa Rainforest 
National Park offers magnificent views. The “jungle choir” of birds and 
monkeys provides musical accompaniment as you float through the 
treetops. On Barro Colorado Island in the middle of the Panama Canal, 
you will see how vegetation and wildlife evolve in isolation: science in 
action – a glimpse behind the scenes of the Smithsonian Tropical 
Research Institute*. A visit to the research facilities and an expert-led  
walk will provide insights into the artificial nature reserve set up in 1914 
for monkeys, sloths and agoutis. Infused with the thrill of the Caribbean, 
your vibrant cruise will come to a delightful close in Costa Rica. 

*These arrangements are not included in the cruise price. The shore activities listed here are in the planning stage and are subject to changes. 67



GREAT MOMENTS. TRULY EXKLUSIVE.

*According to Berlitz Cruise Guide 2014.

The EUROPA, the most beautiful yacht in the world, combines exceptional comfort, a classically luxurious atmosphere and the 
outstanding service of a 5-stars-plus cruise ship*. On board the EUROPA 2, a casual luxury ship which has also been awarded the 
highest distinction of 5-stars-plus*, you can enjoy the freedom that takes you places and the relaxed atmosphere of a small resort. 
Due to its fully bilingual concept, the EUROPA 2 is especially suitable for international passengers. The most remote regions on earth 
are the destinations of the HANSEATIC and the BREMEN, which will allow you to experience your own personal expedition on some 
spectacular routes. With its comprehensive bilingual program, the HANSEATIC caters particularly well to the demands of international 
groups. The ALBERT BALLIN PRIVATE JET takes you beyond all boundaries for the ultimate travel experience – such as following 
the legendary Silk Road deep into China. Whatever you decide to do, with us you will discover the world in a truly unforgettable way.
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MS EUROPA

ALBERT BALLIN PRIVATE JET

MS EUROPA 2

MS HANSEATIC 
MS BREMEN

Advice and bookings at your 
travel agency or at 
Hapag-Lloyd Kreuzfahrten GmbH 
Ballindamm 25, 20095 Hamburg 
Germany  
E-mail salesteam@hlkf.de

www.hl-cruises.com

 

 The photographs on the page 19 (middle) and page 47 (left) are copyright of © www.michaelpoliza.com 2014. 


